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1. Name

historic Thom Block .X2refen:«d>-"M='

and/lor common Flat Iron Building

2. Location

street & number 83 89 Main St-geef N/A notfor publication
city, town Milford UfL. vicinity of
state M assactiusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X_ private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no L mtHtary other:

4. Owner of Property

name Howard M. Feldman and Lidia M. Feldman
street & number P. "0. Box 581

city, town Hopedale N/A vicinity of state M assachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds

street & number 2 Main Street

Worcester Massachusetts

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
titte  Assets of the Commonwealth, #202 has this property been determined eligible? yes -X no

date 1980 federal X state county local
depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston gigig Massachusetts



7_ Description Thom Bl ock, Milford, Massachusetts

Condi tion Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated Xunal tered X origina site
Y SR 1AM ruins altered noved date NA
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Thom Bl ock, a four-story, flat roofed, granite commercial block is situatedi n
the downtown business district of Milford. The building covers nearly all of the
3000 square feet, trapezoidal-shaped parcel onwhich it stands; i tfronts on Main
Street on the southeast. Galley Square on the northeast, and Spruce Street on t he
northwest. Due toitsshape, the ThomBlock is coomonly known as the Flat Iron
Bui | di ng.

The street facades of the ThomBlock are built of locally quarried, rock faced
granite blocks. The wi ndow ess southwest wall i s ared brick (24" thick at the
base, 8" thick at the top), andwas originally shared with an adjoining conmercial
bl ock which was destroyed during the 1960s. Heavy timber framng - sone nmenbers
as thick as 8" x 10" - braces |oad-bearing walls and rests upon vertical granite
sl abs at basenent |evel.

The street facades ar e conposed of coursed and random sections of ashlar, with
suggestions of quoins at the Galley Square corners. Rectangular w ndows with

one over one sash arefranmed by plain granite lintels, slightly projecting sills,
and janbs of alternating wide and narrow blocks. The facades aresinmply articulated
by granite belt courses andunusually decorative storefronts. The building was at
one time topped by a metal cornice, added probably in the late 1920s t o prevent

roof |eaks and renoved several years ago after serious deterioration.

Bel ow a granite frieze, the Main Street storefronts areseparated by seven poly-
chromatic piers which alternate blocks of polished androck faced granite. The piers
are each capped by a carved modillion block. At the building' snortheast corner, a
recessed entrance i ssupported by a polychromatic colum of polished granite cylinders
separated by narrow bands of rock faced granite. A rudimentary, rough hewn capital

bl ock surmounts this colum. Eight granite piers line theSpruce Street storefronts
as well, although these areneither polished nor polychromatic.

The maj or ornament of the upper stories is alarge plague on the Main Street facade
just above the recessed entrance. Two Corinthiancolonettes arespanned by a frieze
and plinth onwhich "THM and "1891" arecarved, respectively. The wholei s
surmounted by a semi-circul ar pedi nent.

Al'though the building' sexterior i sinvery good condition, theinterior i sin poor
shape. Significant interior features arefew, but include wood framed plate glass
storefront windows and t hestores' original pressed metal ceilings. The upper
floors' configuration has been extensively and repeatedly altered throughout t he
building's history. Although little original fabric remains within the upper
stories, their architectural andhistorical significance appears t ohave been
negligible.

Originally, the ThomBlock contained three stores onthe first floor, each with access
to both Main and Spruce Streets, andnine roons i n each of the upper stories. At
present, the biiWng's only occupants area small clothing store and Alson's Auto
Parts, both onthe first floor.



8. Significance ThomBl ock, Mi|ford, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_JL 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1891 Builder/Architect James Thom

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The ThomBl ock retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, |ocation and
setting. The building is significant for itsassociations with MIford's late 19th
century industrial prosperity and as a fine exanple of a granite commercial block of
the period; i tneets criteria A and C of the National Register,

Since the md 19th century, granite quarrying has been MIford' s largest and nmost

i mportant industry. H H R chardson's Boston and Al bany railroad stations and his
Al'l egheny County Courthouse arebuilt of Mlford granite, as are MK m Mad and
Wiite's Boston Public Library and Pennsylvania Station. Oher notable structures
of MIford granite include the New York City Public Library, Boston's South Station,
and Washington's Executive Office Building and Miseumof Natural History. Mlford
granite was shipped toall corners of the U S and as far afield as Europe,

Al'though MIford's granite industry declined precipitously in the early 20th century,
the town's late 19th century comercial blocks continue t odomnate Main Street and
to define itscharacter. The ThomBlock is the tow's only surviving granite conmer-
cial block,and as such serves as a prom nent visual remnder of the industry whose
prosperity built nuch of Main Street. Although rock faced granite ashlar is not
unusual in Massachusetts, load bearing walls of randomy sized courses are notably
less common, particularlyanong buildings of the late 19th century. | naddition,

the ThomBl ock's pol ychromatic piers of polished and rock faced granite areuniquei n
the region.

Janes Thomcane toM | ford around 1889.  Soon after joining MIford Pink Ganite
Quarries as a "foreman stone-cutter," M. Thomwas t hetarget of a "nurderous assault”
by a disgruntled quarry laborer by the nane of Scampini. Shortly thereafter, Thom
submtted his resignation. He then turned his attention toother pursuits such as
proprietorship of a local bhicycle-horse-carriage racetrack and of MIford' s two

sem - professional basebal | teans, .

In thespring of 1891, Thomset towork erecting the building which bears his nane.
Just prior toits scheduled conpletion, afire gutted the entire interior, including
Janes Thom Jr,'s street level clothing store. The Thons were not t orecover from this
calamty and subsequently defaulted on the nortgage; they renoved t o Minein 1895.

The Caddock Hotel and the Ancient Order of Hibernians occupied the ThomBl ock's upper
floors for nost of this century. The street |evel stores have housed Trotta's

Bar bershop, Mainini's Liquors, a key shop, and a sal oon which was entered from \\' '
Spruce Street. .
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Milford Journal (5/7/1890, 3/2/1892, and 10/15/1892),

Milford Directories (1880-1940),

Milford Pink Granite Quarries conpany records,

Milford Historical Comm ssion, History of Milford (Mlford:G Kraft Press, 1980).

CCont i nuedl!

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property JLS_
Quadrangle name Milford Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
UT M References
AL1I91 1219111816101 |4|6]6]8|4]2|0| B . I L

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing -
cLU 11 >1I..1 o D | Telle 111, 34
E FLU | J-i.
G L JL Ho + L

Verbal boundary description and justification  The 71' x 28" x 65 x 62' Thom,Block nearly

covers the entire 3,000 square feet trapedzoidal shaped parcel oh which it stands, in-

dicated in the Assessor's records as Lot #550 on Sheet #48. Beginning at the eastern
"o (Continued)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

N/A

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Wedy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with
nameftitte Thomas J. Morgan, Consultant

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae February 22, 1983
dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state [-~" local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to t * criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

State Historic Preservation Officer,
title Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date fs

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

_oylto 7 A Entered in the date (AAIBA.S

er of the National Roister

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Section 9 Major Bibliographical References (Continued)

Interviews with Mlford residents Robin Philbin (3/25/1982), Dwi ght Matson (4/1/1982),
and M chael DeLuca (4/2/1982).

Section 10; GCeographical Data; Verbal Boundary Description (Continued)

corner of thepremses at a point where Spruce Street enters Main Street,t he
boundary runs southwest 67 feet along thewest line of Main Street, thence north-
west 62 feet along land formerly of Raftery t oSpruce Street, thence east 75 feet
along thesouth line of Spruce Street t othewest side of Galley Square, thence

sout heast 28 feet along t he southwest |ine of Spruce Street t othepoint of beginning.
See al so attached sketch nap.
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