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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received ^ 2 3 1983 

date entered 

historic Thom Block .X2re£en:«d>-^^=' 

and/or common F l a t I r o n B u i l d i n g 

2. Location 
street & number 83 89 Main St-geef N/A not for publication 

city, town M i l f o r d UfL . vicinity of 

state Massactiusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X_ private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 

N7A being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 

L mtHtary 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Howard M. Feldman and L i d i a M. Feldman 

street & number P. "0. Box 581 

city, town Hopedale N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 2 Main S t ree t 

city, town Worcester state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inven to ry o f the H i s t o r i c 

title Assets o f the Commonwealth, #202 has this property been determined eligible? yes -X no 

date 1980 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston gjgjg Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion Thom Block, M i l f o r d , Massachusetts 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

y," SFPô  1AM ruins altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Thom Block, a four-story, f l a t roofed, granite commercial block i s situated i n 
the downtown business d i s t r i c t of Mi l f o r d . The building covers nearly a l l of the 
3000 square feet, trapezoidal-shaped parcel on which i t stands; i t fronts on Main 
Street on the southeast. Galley Square on the northeast, and Spruce Street on the 
northwest. Due to i t s shape, the Thom Block i s commonly known as the Flat Iron 
Building. 

The street facades of the Thom Block are b u i l t of l o c a l l y quarried, rock faced 
granite blocks. The windowless southwest w a l l i s a red b r i c k (24" thick at the 
base, 8" thick at the to p ) , and was o r i g i n a l l y shared with an adjoining commercial 
block which was destroyed during the 1960s. Heavy timber framing - some members 
as thick as 8" x 10" - braces load-bearing walls and rests upon v e r t i c a l granite 
slabs at basement l e v e l . 

The street facades are composed of coursed and random sections of ashlar, with 
suggestions of quoins at the Galley Square corners. Rectangular windows with 
one over one sash are framed by pl a i n granite l i n t e l s , s l i g h t l y projecting s i l l s , 
and jambs of alter n a t i n g wide and narrow blocks. The facades are simply a r t i c u l a t e d 
by granite b e l t courses and unusually decorative storefronts. The building was at 
one time topped by a metal cornice, added probably i n the l a t e 1920s to prevent 
roof leaks and removed several years ago af t e r serious deterioration. 

Below a granite f r i e z e , the Main Street storefronts are separated by seven poly­
chromatic piers which alternate blocks of polished and rock faced granite. The piers 
are each capped by a carved modillion block. At the building's northeast corner, a 
recessed entrance i s supported by a polychromatic column of polished granite cylinders 
separated by narrow bands of rock faced granite. A rudimentary, rough hewn c a p i t a l 
block surmounts t h i s column. Eight granite piers l i n e the Spruce Street storefronts 
as w e l l , although these are neither polished nor polychromatic. 

The major ornament of the upper stories i s a large plaque on the Main Street facade 
j u s t above the recessed entrance. Two Corinthian colonettes are spanned by a fri e z e 
and p l i n t h on which "THOM" and "1891" are carved, respectively. The whole i s 
surmounted by a semi-circular pediment. 

Although the building's exterior i s i n very good condition, the i n t e r i o r i s i n poor 
shape. Significant i n t e r i o r features are few, but include wood framed plate glass 
storefront windows and the stores' o r i g i n a l pressed metal c e i l i n g s . The upper 
f l o o r s ' configuration has been extensively and repeatedly altered throughout the 
building's history. Although l i t t l e o r i g i n a l fabric remains w i t h i n the upper 
stories, t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l significance appears to have been 
negligible. 

O r i g i n a l l y , the Thom Block contained three stores on the f i r s t f l o o r , each with access 
to both Main and Spruce Streets, and nine rooms i n each of the upper stories. At 
present, the biiWing's only occupants are a small clothing store and Alson's Auto 
Parts, both on the f i r s t f l o o r . 



8. Significance Thom Block, Milford, Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_JL 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

_X commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
. science 
. sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1891 Builder/Architect James Thom 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Thom Block retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location and 
setting. The building is significant for i t s associations with Milford's late 19th 
century industrial prosperity and as a fine example of a granite commercial block of 
the period; i t meets cri t e r i a A and C of the National Register, 

Since the mid 19th century, granite quarrying has been Milford's largest and most 
important industry. H. H. Richardson's Boston and Albany railroad stations and his 
Allegheny County Courthouse are b u i l t of Milford granite, as are McKim, Mead and 
White's Boston Public Library and Pennsylvania Station. Other notable structures 
of Milford granite include the New York City Public Library, Boston's South Station, 
and Washington's Executive Office Building and Museum of Natural History. Milford 
granite was shipped to a l l corners of the U. S. and as far afield as Europe, 

Although Milford's granite industry declined precipitously in the early 20th century, 
the town's late 19th century commercial blocks continue to dominate Main Street and 
to define i t s character. The Thom Block is the town's only surviving granite commer­
cial block,and as such serves as a prominent visual reminder of the industry whose 
prosperity b u i l t much of Main Street. Although rock faced granite ashlar is not : _ 
unusual in Massachusetts, load bearing walls of randomly sized courses are notably 
less common, particularly among buildings of the late 19th century. In addition, 
the Thom Block's polychromatic piers of polished and rock faced granite are unique in 
the region. 

James Thom came to Milford around 1889. Soon after joining Milford Pink Granite 
Quarries as a "foreman stone-cutter," Mr. Thom was the target of a "murderous assault" 
by a disgruntled quarry laborer by the name of Scampini. Shortly thereafter, Thom 
submitted his resignation. He then turned his attention to other pursuits such as 
proprietorship of a local bicycle-horse-carriage racetrack and of Milford's two 
semi-professional baseball teams, .. 

In the spring of 1891, Thom set to work erecting the building which bears his name. 
Just prior to i t s scheduled completion, a f i r e gutted the entire interior, including 
James Thom, Jr,'s street level clothing store. The Thoms were not to recover from this 
calamity and subsequently defaulted on the mortgage; they removed to Maine in 1895. 

The Craddock Hotel and the Ancient Order of Hibernians occupied the Thom Block's upper 
floors for most of this century. The street level stores have housed Trotta's 
Barbershop, Mainini's Liquors, a key shop, and a saloon which was entered from \\' ' 
Spruce Street. • 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 
Milford Journal (5/7/1890, 3/2/1892, and 10/15/1892), 
Milford Directories (1880-1940), 
Milford Pink Granite Quarries company records, 
Milford H i s t o r i c a l Commission, History of Milford (Milford:G, Kraft Press, 1980). 

CContinuedl 

10. Geographical Data 
JL5_ Acreage of nominated property 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The 71 ' x 28' x 65' x 62' Thom,,Block nearly 
covers the en t i re 3,000 square feet trapedzoidal shaped parcel oh which i t stands, i n ­
dicated i n the Assessor's records as Lot #550 on Sheet #48. Beginning at the eastern 

'' " (Continued) 
List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

N/A 
state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Wendy Front iero , Preservation Planner, w i t h  

name/title Thomas J . Morgan, Consultant 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date February 22, 1983 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617 ) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state / - ^ ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to t ^ criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

State Historic Preservation Officer, 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date fs 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

_ y/f. /7 ^ Entered i n the date (^AlBA'S 
er of the National Ro is te r 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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Section 9: Major Bibliographical References (Continued) 

Interviews with Milford residents Robin Philbin (3/25/1982), Dwight Matson (4/1/1982), 
and Michael DeLuca (4/2/1982). 

Section 10; Geographical Data; Verbal Boundary Description (Continued) 

corner of the premises at a point where Spruce Street enters Main Street, the 
boundary runs southwest 67 feet along the west l i n e of Main Street, thence north­
west 62 feet along land formerly of Raftery to Spruce Street, thence east 75 feet 
along the south l i n e of Spruce Street to the west side of Galley Square, thence 
southeast 28 feet along the southwest l i n e of Spruce Street to the point of beginning. 
See also attached sketch map. 
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aee continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned lor: technical corrections cited below 
.....substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Ftepresentation in Existing Surveys 

7» Description 

l < « k a 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/Integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
appl icable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checited 
relating significance to 

the resource • 
context 
relationship of Integr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 . Major B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Da ta 

UMTf 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

1 2 , S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
of IMa property aMMn ttio siBia la: 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272-3504 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 
























