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The Benjamin Harrington House (c. 1710) i slocated on about four acres of land i n the
sout hwest corner of thetown of Weston.

The Harrington House i sa handsone Col oni al period farnmhouse. The main house i sfour
bays wi de and two stories high, with six-over-nine sash windows on thefirst floor and
six-over-six sash on thesecond. The front door has five bull's eye lights and i s not
centered, but i slocated i nthesecond bay from theleft. There aretwo chimeys. A
two-story, two-bay wide ell was added t ot heeast side of themain structurei nthe . |,
early nineteenth century. This section has a central chimey. The el | contained the |
kitchen, of which theol dfireplace and brick oven still remain. i

The structural evolution of theBenjamn Harrington House i squite conplex. According

to Abbott Lowell Qummings of the Society for thePreservation of New England Antiquities,
"I't i sperfectly clear that thefront rooms of thehouse totheright and left of the
front entrance represent two different structures. The roomwith itsoriginal chimey
bay on theright i stheearlier, . . . andi tremins only t obe determned whether

the room at t heleft was a subsequent addition or a second frame brought up and butted

to thehouse. The lean-to at therear of t hehouse i sanother period altogether, prob-
ably early nineteenth century, and i t seems fairly clear that t hepresent roof over the
main portion of thehouse . . . may date tothat time when thetwo front portions
achieved their present form The nost radical |ater change was t herenmoval, probably

in theearly years of thenineteenth century, judging from thearchitectural trim of '
the original central chimey. Two later chimeys were then constructed at t herear of
the twoearliest rooms, with theresult that nost trim here and i nthelean-to i s of
this Federal Period. "

Several architectural details trace t hehouse t oonce having been two distinct houses.

Though still quite early, theframng i nthewest side of thehouse i snot as heavy as
in theright side. At theleft of thefront door aretwo supporting posts where nor-
mally there i sonly one. | ntheattic there aretwo types of rafters. Sone are shorter

in length and have a hole for a peg at one end, indicating thenarrower span of the
original house. Also, thefloor boards i nthegarret runi ndifferent directions i n
the two sides.- There i sa cellar only under theeasterly 2/3 of themain house.

In 1908 t he house was restored. | twas not altered or nmodernized, except for the east
el which had a high pitched roof overtopping themin'ridge. At that time theroof
of theell was lowered toitspresent |level.

h theshed totherear of thehouse i sa wooden weat hervane, bhuilt by Henry Mcintire
c. 1820 when he lived and worked on t he Harrington farm

Near t he house and towering above i ti sa huga el mtree which i s believed t ohave been

planted here i n1597 and i ssaid t obe theoldest el mtree i n Massachusetts.
- - "

Abbott L. Qummings, Report of theSociety for thePreservation of New England Antiquities,
August 14, 1974.
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The Benjami n Harrington House i ssignificant as an exanple of early eighteenth century
architecture and foritsevolution from two houses t o one.

The land on which t heBenjam n Harrington House stands was originally part of "Sir
Richard's Plantation," a parcel of land given t o Sir Richard Saltonstall and hi s Puritan

followers i n1630. | nall, 23,456 acres were included. "Wtertown Farns" or the
"Farmers' Precinct of Watertown" occupied 10,732 acres by 1754 and i n 1713 becamet he
"Town of Weston." MW thin this parcel, Robert Harrington was allotted 6425 acres of

farm and when he emgrated toAmericai n1634. Over theyears theboundaries of the
farm have been dimnished fromtime totime. Today t hehouse sits on a parcel of 3.9
acres.

Robert Harrington died i n1707, leaving tenchildren. Hiswill nmentions division of his
land into 16 lots, with thehomestead left t ohisyoungest son Edward. | n succeeding
years t hehouse was owned by Stephen Harrington, a grandson of Edward, who di d nuch

of theremdeling and adding of theeast el li nthefirst part of thenineteenth century.
During hi s occupancy, t hecentral chimey was renoved and t he pl an opened up. Two
chimeys were constructed forthemain section of thehouse. The present staircase

was built and thehall walls, mantels and trim i nnmost roons were added then. Henry
Mclntire lived here during these years and as a young boy crafted thecharming rooster
weat hervane which i son t he shed.

Throughout t heyears, themenbers of theHarrington famly living on t he honestead
played an active role i nthecommercial and social affairs of thetown of Wston.

The architectural construction methods of thehouse illustrate sone building techniques
of theeighteenth century. The extra supporting post, varied length of rafters, dif-
ferent thicknesses of framng and t hechange i ndirection of thegarret floor boards —
these details help explain themanner i nwhich two houses were joined into one.

The property i salso significant because an el mtree planted here i n 1697 i stoday t he
ol dest el mi n Massachusetts. The house itself i sbelieved tobe thefifth oldest house
remaining i nWeston and an inportant legacy of theHarrington family.
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April 23, 1976

M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Regi stration

National Register

National Park Service
Departnment of the Interior
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find a nomnation form forthe following property:

Weston: The Harrington House

This property has been reviewed by t he Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
(State Review Body) and has been signed by the State Historic Preservation

Officer, Elizabet h Reed Aradon.

Al so enclosed are nomnation forms forthe following properties which were
returned for further information:

Sal em Derby Waterfront District
Sal em Essex County Court Buil dings Conpl ex

Included with these forms are continuation sheets, additional photographs
and cover sheets.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski

Survey Director YKL M y(d:

A Wnwv

Encl osures' 0 AR27196

A NATIONAL ~/
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