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The Benjamin Harrington House (c. 1710) i s located on about four acres of land i n the 
southwest corner of the town of Weston. 

The Harrington House i s a handsome Colonial period farmhouse. The main house i s four 
bays wide and two stories high, with six-over-nine sash windows on the f i r s t f l o o r and 
six-over-six sash on the second. The f r o n t door has f i v e b u l l ' s eye l i g h t s and i s not 
centered, but i s located i n the second bay from the l e f t . There are two chimneys. A 
two-story, two-bay wide e l l was added to the east side of the main structure i n the . , 
early nineteenth century. This section has a central chimney. The e l l contained the j 
kitchen, of which the old fireplace and brick oven s t i l l remain. i • . 

The s t r u c t u r a l evolution of the Benjamin Harrington House i s quite complex. According 
to Abbott Lowell Cummings of the Society for the Preservation of New England An t i q u i t i e s , 
" I t i s perfectly clear that the fro n t rooms of the house to the r i g h t and l e f t of the 
front entrance represent two d i f f e r e n t structures. The room with i t s o r i g i n a l chimney 
bay on the r i g h t i s the e a r l i e r , . . . and i t remains only to be determined whether 
the room at the l e f t was a subsequent addition or a second frame brought up and butted 
to the house. The lean-to at the rear of the house i s another period altogether, prob­
ably early nineteenth century, and i t seems f a i r l y clear that the present roof over the 
main portion of the house . . . may date to that time when the two fro n t portions 
achieved t h e i r present form. The most ra d i c a l l a t e r change was the removal, probably 
i n the early years of the nineteenth century, judging from the arc h i t e c t u r a l t r i m , of ' -
the o r i g i n a l central chimney. Two later chimneys were then constructed at the rear of 
the two e a r l i e s t rooms, with the r e s u l t that most t r i m here and i n the lean-to i s of 
th i s Federal Period. "•'• 

Several architectural d e t a i l s trace the house to once having been two d i s t i n c t houses. 
Though s t i l l quite early, the framing i n the west side of the house i s not as heavy as 
i n the r i g h t side. At the l e f t of the front door are two supporting posts where nor­
mally there i s only one. I n the a t t i c there are two types of r a f t e r s . Some are shorter 
i n length and have a hole for a peg at one end, indicating the narrower span of the 
o r i g i n a l house. Also, the f l o o r boards i n the garret run i n d i f f e r e n t directions i n 
the two sides.- There i s a c e l l a r only under the easterly 2/3 of the main house. 

In 1908 the house was restored. I t was not altered or modernized, except for the east 
e l l which had a high pitched roof overtopping the main'ridge. At that time the roof 
of the e l l was lowered to i t s present l e v e l . 

On the shed to the rear of the house i s a wooden weathervane, b u i l t by Henry Mclntire ' 
c. 1820 when he lived and worked on the Harrington farm. 

Near the house and towering above i t i s a huga elm tree which i s believed to have been 
planted here i n 1597 and i s said to be the oldest elm tree i n Massachusetts. 

- - V-

Abbott L. Cummings, Report of the Society for the Preservation of New England A n t i q u i t i e s , 
August 14, 1974. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Benjamin Harrington House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an example of early eighteenth century 
architecture and for i t s evolution from two houses to one. 

The land on which the Benjamin Harrington House stands was o r i g i n a l l y part of "Sir 
Richard's Plantation," a parcel of land given to Sir Richard Sal t o n s t a l l and his Puritan 
followers i n 1630. I n a l l , 23,456 acres were included. "Watertown Farms" or the 
"Farmers' Precinct of Watertown" occupied 10,732 acres by 1754 and i n 1713 became the 
"Town of Weston." Within t h i s parcel, Robert Harrington was a l l o t t e d 642̂ 5 acres of 
farmland when he emigrated to America i n 1634. Over the years the boundaries of the 
farm have been diminished from time to time. Today the house s i t s on a parcel of 3.9 
acres. 

Robert Harrington died i n 1707, leaving ten children. His w i l l mentions di v i s i o n of his 
land in t o 16 l o t s , with the homestead l e f t to his youngest son Edward. In succeeding 
years the house was owned by Stephen Harrington, a grandson of Edward, who did much 
of the remodeling and adding of the east e l l i n the f i r s t part of the nineteenth century. 
During his occupancy, the central chimney was removed and the plan opened up. Two 
chimneys were constructed for the main section of the house. The present staircase 
was b u i l t and the h a l l walls, mantels and t r i m i n most rooms were added then. Henry 
Mclntire l i v e d here during these years and as a young boy crafted the charming rooster 
weathervane which i s on the shed. 

Throughout the years, the members of the Harrington family l i v i n g on the homestead 
played an active role i n the commercial and social a f f a i r s of the town of Weston. 

The arch i t e c t u r a l construction methods of the house i l l u s t r a t e some building techniques 
of the eighteenth century. The extra supporting post, varied length of r a f t e r s , d i f ­
ferent thicknesses of framing and the change i n dir e c t i o n of the garret f l o o r boards — 
these details help explain the manner i n which two houses were joined in t o one. 

The property i s also s i g n i f i c a n t because an elm tree planted here i n 1697 i s today the 
oldest elm i n Massachusetts. The house i t s e l f i s believed to be the f i f t h oldest house 
remaining i n Weston and an important legacy of the Harrington family. 
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A p r i l 23, 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d a nomination form for the following property: 

Weston: The Harrington House 

This property has been reviewed by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
(State Review Body) and has been signed by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Also enclosed are nomination forms for the following properties which were 
returned for further information: 

Salem: Derby Waterfront D i s t r i c t 
Salem: Essex County Court Buildings Complex 

Included with these forms are continuation sheets, additional photographs 
and cover sheets. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patri c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
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