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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Forrest Home", the James Greer Bankhead Home in Sulligent is 
typical of the early frame homes built throughout Alabama by well-to-do 
planters. It is a two-story structure with a gable roof, drop-siding 
and almost entirely devoid of any ornamentation.

According to Mrs. Grace Bankhead May, present owner, and great- 
granddaughter of James Greer Bankhead, the family first built a log 
house, long since gone, in which they resided before this structure was 
constructed; the log house was located directly behind the present home. 
Built by slaves under the supervision of an itinerant carpenter, who 
supervised the construction of several homes in West Alabama, the present 
structure took two years to build. The two small rooms on the rear-east 
side were finished first and here the itinerant carpenter lived.

Originally, the downstairs center hall was open, "dog trot" fashion; 
this contains the staircase to the second floor. There is an eighteen 
foot square room on each side of the hall downstairs and upstairs. The 
one story area on the rear of the house downstairs has a shed roof; the 
west side has one room, while the east side is divided into two rooms. 
The one-story front porch extends across the entire front facade and has a 
shed roof supported by six square wooden columns. There is a large brick 
chimney on each end of the two-story section and there was a small chimney 
on each side of the one-story rear section, until a tornado in 1933 blew 
the rear west chimney down. The 1933 tornado, also, blew away the origina 
kitchen and dining room, which were in a wing behind the rear west end 
room. Across the front of the house upstairs there are five windows. 
Down-stairs, each of the large rooms has two windows with a door between 
opening on the front porch; the open central hall or "trot" was enclosed 
many years ago. All windows are double hung with twelve panes per sash 
in the upper sash and six in the lower. All rooms still retain the orig 
inal wood paneling.

The House is in a good state of repair and virtually unchanged 
except for the addition of modern conveniences.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The James Greer Bankhead House has architectural significance as 
an excellent example of the once numerous, but rapidly disappearing 
two-story frame pioneer style house. The house is also associated 
with the Bankheads who were early settlers in Lamar County and prominent 
in Alabama history.

It was built by 1850, when the Bankhead family Bible shows that a 
child was born in the house.

James Greer Bankhead had this home built for his family. His 
father, George Bankhead, operated a stage coach inn nearby at Crews on 
Jackson's Military Road. The Bankheads had come to what is now Lamar 
County in 1818, from Union County, South Carolina, by way of Tennessee. 
James Greer Bankhead was a soldier in the Creek Indian and Mexican 
War and a planter. To him and his wife, the former Susan Hollis, were 
born, among other children, John Hollis Bankhead, farmer, legislator, 
Confederate Officer, member of the House of Representatives and the 
Senate of the United States. John Hollis Bankhead, who grew up in 
this house was the founder of one of Alabama's most prominent political 
dynasties, which influenced American Politics for more than half a 
century.
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