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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Sudbury School No. 3 is a small (approximately 22' X 30') rectangular 
one-story building, constructed almost entirely of stone. The structure 
is oriented with its gable front facing VT 30, pr3scaling a vernacular 
temple facade. In the center of the front (east) facade is the 
principal entry. This is composed of a semi-elliptical arch, of hand 
made brick, with a marble keystone. This arch, which has no door, 
leads to a trapezoidal vestibule, also of brick, which tapers toward 
the rear. On the right is the principal door. There was originally 
probably a similar door on the left; the cloakroom on that side has 
been altered to serve as a furnace room. There were originally two 
small windows flanking the entry; one has been infilled with stone, 
the other has been replaced with modern sash.

The school has a small entablature, with box cornice, running along 
the eaves, which returns slightly on the front facade. The raking 
cornice is similar, but has no architrave. The pediment effect on 
the facade is visually suggested by a course of lighter-colored stone, 
approximately the same depth as architrave and frieze of the eaves 
entablature, and laid at the same level. Two of the stones in this 
course are the lintels of the facade windows.

A distinct change in the stone work of the pediment indicates the 
existence of an earlier, lower roof. At the peak of the smaller 
pediment (slightly above the center of the present gable end) .is a 
stone bearing the date 1829. The shape of this stone indicates that 
it could not have been part of the earlier roof, and probably gives 
the date the roof was raised. Local deeds refer to a school on this 
site in 1821; the actual.date of construction is not known.

The left (or south) elevation contains five grouped 2/2 windows, 
toward the rear of the building, which were inserted after the 
original construction. There are indications in the stonework that 
the group may have once contained another window. On the rear (west) 
wall are four grouped 9/6 windows. The gable of this wall is sheathed 
with clapboards above the eave level. Attached to the northwest 
corner of the building is a small frame addition, containing twin 
two-holers. The right (north) wall has no openings, although there 
is evidence of two windows, now infilled with stone.

The interior is very plain, and appears to have been remodelled in the 
first decades of the 20th century.

There is one interior brick chimney.
""•""""———~*————-.————.—....______,—___ .—.__ «.___.___._—__—.__.—.__...».
Item #3 Continued

The building is publically owned, while the land is private.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Hill School is based on its vernacular adaptation 
of high-style early 19th century architectural styles. The graceful 
arch of the entry, with its white marble keystone, refers to the 
Federal period, while the orientation, entablature with returns, and 
the hint"of a pediment all mark the Greek Revival. The plan of the 
entry, in addition, clearly shows an environmental response to the 
Vermont winter.

In terms of education, the building represents an example of the 
one-room school, which was still being built in Vermont into the 
present century. The Hill school is similar to many of them in general 
massing and fenestration, if not material. (A typical one-room school 
has the entry centered in the gable end and grouped windows on the 
side wall, towards the rear of the building).

The Hill school, then,is significant not only for its age, but for the 
vernacular blending of architectural styles, and as an example of a 
widely used building type.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A square tract, 208' on each side, whose southern side is a portion of 
the northern edge of the right-of-way-of State route 73, and whose 
southeastern corner is at the intersection of this northern edge of 
State route 73 right-of-way and the western edge of the right-of-way of 
State route 73-30.
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