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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gordo Jail and Mayor's Office is a plain two story brick building,
rectangular in plan, and measuring approximately 24 feet by 32 feet.
It has a hipped roof and symmetrically placed doublehung windows with four
lites per sash. The arches over the windows are the only decorative treat-
ment given the structure and consist of three rows of headers at the
first floor level and two rows on the second floor windows.

The front and rear elevations consist of three bays while the side
elevations consist of two. The ground floor entrance is centered on the

western facade while a second floor entrance, located on the south elevation,

is gained by a flight of wooden stairs.

Exterior walls are of brick set in common bond and the interior walls
are plastered. Originally two jail cells and the mayor's office were
located downstairs while the upstairs was a courtroom. Jail cell partitions
and some of the bars of the windows have been removed. A bathroom has
been added in the downstairs room and the interior stairway has been
replaced. :

An artesian well, located on the north side of the building, has
been capped over, but will be restored along with the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gordo Jail and Mayor's Office is typical of the less prertentious -
governmental buildings constructed in Alabama in the early 20th Century. |.qi

According to the minutes of the council meeting of the Town of Gordoj
the Jail Building Committee reported that the jail and mayor's office
was completed June 9, 1914, at a total cost of $1,169.79. At the time
of its construction the mayor was Ben Garrison.

The building served as a jail and a town hall until about 1930,
when the town hall office moved to Main Street. The building continued
to be used as a jail until 1955.

Since that date it has been used as a youth center, a draft board
center and for a variety of community services. According to the local
residents the jail has served as a landmark since its construction and
directions were frequently given by using the "0ld Jail" as a starting
point.

The structure has been leased for 20 years by the Gordo Tuesday
Study Club which is restoring the building for use as a meeting place
and an art museum. RN




Minutes, Town Council of Gordo, Jan. 6, 1914 and June 9, 1914.
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