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CESR P AN
Date ca. 10

Source Wbrcester House Directory
Style Stick style Three-Decker

Architect unknown

Exterior V| Fabric wood cl apboard
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My or Alterations (wth dates) storr

doors added t or.ain entries, 1970s

Condition cood

Noved Ct e

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Urban i.iulti-famly residential,

near the end of a dead-end street

Recorded by Hona Da?aeh

Organization Clark University

AN
Date Fabruary 1981
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NATI ONAL REG STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Wesley Davis Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling andassociation. |t issignificant as a representative exanple of the
earliest phase of three-decker developnent in the Main South area in the early 1890s, a
devel opnent linked tothe area's industrial expansion, andtoaninflux of ethnic immgrant
enpl oyees and their families, particularly those of French-Canadian extraction. [|tis also
one of a handful of well-preserved local three-deckers that retain elaborate. Stick style

porch details. The Davis Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and C of the National Register
of Historic Places on the local level.

AHTEOURL. SQIHCANE Describe inportant arch|tectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildingswthin the conmunity.

Architecturally, 7 Albert Street is a remarkably well-preserved exanple of the Stick style
buil dings that were popular in the earliest phase of three-decker constructionin the late
1880s and early 1890s. Possessing the characteristic three-bay, side-hall plan, the building
is clad with wood clapboard. The main facade features a full, first floor porch that

extends upward in the second andthird stories as a single-bay porch over the principal
entry. This three-story porch retains itsturned posts, balustrades, and curved, decorative
support brackets. The shallow, hip roof has wi de overhanging eaves with regularly spaced

decorative brackets. Wndows are 2/1 sash, with sinmple, dentilled caps in the first and
second stories.

HSTGRCAL SGNHCANE Explain the role omers played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the comaunity.

The Davis Three-Decker was huilt ca. 1890in the University Park nei ghborhood, an area
between Hain Street and the New York Central Railroad tracks, southwest of downtown
Worcester, The nei ghborhood i s dom nated by three-deckers, nmostly built before 1905. The
first known owner of the house (1890) was Wsley Davis, a physician, who |ived outside t he
nei ghborhood. Subsequent owners included Robert McGegor, a | aborer, who resided here i n
the 1890s; Joseph Messier, a |aborer who owned and occupied the house in 1916; and David
Hoore, a |aborer and resident through the 1920s. Mny tenants were enployed i n neighborhood
factories. WIliam Locke, a machinist (here 1902-1912), and Francis Hidenfelter, a noul der
(here 1908-1912), worked at the Cronpton and Knowl es Loom Wrks. Mary Kane (1900) and

Eli zabeth Taylor (1908) were enployed ny the Worcester Corset Works. The University

Park area had a iistinct comunity of French-Canadian immgrants, andthe first known
residents of 7 Abert Street al | hadFrench surnanes. They included EIl i Benoit, a noul der;
Eli Benoit, Jr., aclerk; August and Charles Silgin, both arnorers'; and Albert Mercy,

a carpenter. Subsequent residents included those of French-Canadian, |rish and Swedish
extraction.
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Worcester Directory. Worcester House Directory, 1890, 1896,1900, 1902, 1912, 1916, 1920, 193
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.

J. Callahan et al . -orcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.

iM Cohen, Worcester's Ethnic Goups, 1976.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Number: 89002386 Date Listed: 02/ 09/ 90
Davis, Wesley, Three-Decker Wor cest er MA
Property Nanme County State

Worcester Three-Deckers TR Worcester MRA
Mul tiple Nane

This property islisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation docunentation
subject tothefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or aunendments,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

02.-CYB >pC7

Date of Action
Amended Items i n Nomi nation:

Acconpanying Documentation;
The approriate scale for t hesketch map i s 1"=200".

This information was confirmed by AnnTait, MSHPQ by telephone

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wi thout nom nation attachment)
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PROPERTY  Davis, Wesley, Three-Decker
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MLTI PLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA
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