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1656 

Town Worcester 

Address ~' Albert Street 

Historic Kane ^^'esley Davis Tliree-Decke 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1S90 

Source Worcester House Directory 

Style Stick style Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard 

Outbuildings garaae 

Major Alterations (with dates) storr 

doors added to r.ain entries, 1970s 

Condition cood 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1/4 ac re 

Setting Urban i.iulti-family r e s i d e n t i a l , 

near the end of a dead-end street 

If lH REFERENCE 19/267310/4681000 

11545 QUADRANGLE''^'o^cester South 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Hona Dor?.osh 

Organization Clark University 

„ ^ Fabruary 1981 
Date ^ 

Revised bv rlicheel Ste in i tz f o r liKC - 12/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Wesley Davis Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a representative example of the 
ear l i e s t phase of three-decker development in the Main South area i n the early 1890s, a 
development linked to the area's i n d u s t r i a l expansion, and to an i n f l u x of ethnic immigrant 
employees and th e i r families, p a r t i c u l a r l y those of French-Canadian extraction. I t i s also 
one of a handful of well-preserved l o c a l three-deckers that r e t a i n elaborate. Stick style 
porch d e t a i l s . The Davis Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register 
of Historic Places on the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIOIIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 
Architecturally, 7 Albert Street i s a remarkably well-preserved example of the Stick style 
buildings that were popular i n the e a r l i e s t phase of three-decker construction i n the late 
1880s and early 1890s. Possessing the characteristic three-bay, side-hall plan, the building 
i s clad with wood clapboard. The main facade features a f u l l , f i r s t f l o o r porch that 
extends upward in the second and t h i r d stories as a single-bay porch over the principal 
entry. This three-story porch retains i t s turned posts, balustrades, and curved, decorative , 
support brackets. The shallow, hip roof has wide overhanging eaves with regularly spaced 
decorative brackets. Windows are 2/1 sash, with simple, d e n t i l l e d caps in the f i r s t and 
second stories. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conwunity. 
The Davis Three-Decker was b u i l t ca. 1890 i n the University Park neighborhood, an area 
between Hain Street and the New York Central Railroad tracks, southwest of downtown 
Worcester, The neighborhood i s dominated by three-deckers, mostly b u i l t before 1905. The 
f i r s t known owner of the house (1890) was Wesley Davis, a physician, who lived outside the 
neighborhood. Subsequent owners included Robert McGregor, a laborer, who resided here i n 
the 1890s; Joseph Messier, a laborer who owned and occupied the house i n 1916; and David 
Hoore, a laborer and resident through the 1920s. Many tenants were employed i n neighborhood 
factories. William Locke, a machinist (here 1902-1912), and Francis Hidenfelter, a moulder 
(here 1908-1912), worked at the Crompton and Knowles Loom Works. Mary Kane (1900) and 
Elizabeth Taylor (1908) were employed ny the Worcester Corset Works. The University 
Park area had a i i s t i n c t community of French-Canadian immigrants, and the f i r s t known 
residents of 7 A bert Street a l l hadFrench surnames. They included E l i Benoit, a moulder; 
E l i Benoit, Jr., a clerk; August and Charles S i l g i n , both armorers'; and Albert Mercy, 
a carpenter. Subsequent residents included those of French-Canadian, I r i s h and Swedish 
extraction. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ana/or REFERENCES 
Worcester Directory. Worcester House Directory, 1890, 1896,1900, 1902, 1912, 1916, 1920, 1930. 
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 
J. Callahan et a l . -orcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
iM. Cohen, Worcester's Ethnic Groups, 1976. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 89002386 Date L i s t e d : 02/09/90 

Davis, Wesley, Three-Decker Worcester MA 
Property Name County State 

Worcester Three-Deckers TR, Worcester MRA 
Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of Historic 
Places i n accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or aunendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
in the nomination documentation. 

0?.-CYB >-pC7 
Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination: 

Accompanying Documentation; 

The a p p r o r i a t e scale f o r the sketch map i s 1"=200'. 

This i n f o r m a t i o n was confirmed by Ann T a i t , MASHPO, by telephone 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Davis, Wesley, Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/26/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/09/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/25/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/09/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002386 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

?CEPT RETURN REJECT_ ,-7^/7/ /(SEDATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRI'ni.RIA Al(lC£A>^ (2^'^ 
REVIEWERj  
DISCIPLI^  
DATE f j ^ 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y,^see attached SLR(^/N 

DISCIPLINED^ ̂ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 3 1 ^ 3 ^ 9 ^ 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
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descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness ^ 
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applicable c r i t e r i a . .\ ! 
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other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


