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Address 68 High Street
Historic Hase Asa Locke House

Photo (3-x3- or 3'x5", black ad

white) Indicate address of U Present dwelling
property on beck of photo. o _
Staple to left side of form. Original  dwelling
DESCRIPTION
Dae circa 1855

Source stylistic analysis
Style Italianate

Architect unknown
Sketch Mgo Drav mp showing property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wal Fabric clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings o
betwen inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings none

attacnea

Magor Alterations (with dates) garage
(2-bay) added to rear; date unknown

Condition Excellent

Movwed no Dae
Acesge .45 acre
Setting Open rural setting, in area

of residential use.

riv/roi rvM U/AV

UTM REFERENCE JIAMNXZXoAMN 07 OSVRecorded by Bettina Cooper, Carol Ely
USGS QUADRANGLE L5X7/s/OTOA/.  Al./"P<:Organization Winchester Historical Gmm
SCALE Ir'XS 000 Dae 8/78; revised by H. White 10/8?



NATIONAL REGSTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Asa Locke House is notable as a v/ell-preserved example of -
a sidehall Italianate style farmhouse in ./inchester. It is further
significant for its associations with the Locke family, a prominent
local family with extensive landholdings in the area surrounding the
house, from at least 1699. The Locke House therefore meets Criteria A
and Cof the Kational Register of Historic Places.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Locke House is a t"vo-and-one-half story, gable-roofed sidehall
house, with the entrance offset to the left. The three-bay facade has
full-length windov/s in a six-over-six configuration, on the lower story.
The windov/s of the side elevations and upper story throughout contain
six-over-six sash. Al windows rest on bracketed sills and are set
v/ithin surrounds with canted corners. The entrance door is also set in
a surroimd of elaborate moulding with canted comers. The door has both
transom and sidelights, and contains upper panels of glass. A two-sided
open porch with chamfered posts and segmental openings encircles the
lower story. A full-height gabled bay with a lunette windov/ stands on
the east elevation. A two stage ell, and a tv/o-bay garage are attached *~ 4.
to the rear of the main house. The perimeter of the |lot is bordered by
a low granite retaining v;all.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and howv the
building relates to the development of the comwnity.

Beyond the present intersection of High & Ridge Streets on the hill
v.'est of Cambridge Street, v/as the farm of James Locke, son of William Locke,
one of Woburn's first settlers. James Locke v/ias living on his Winchester
farm as early as 1699, v;hen he bought it from Jaraes ,Converse. James Locke
v/las the ancestor of many families of the same name, v/ho lived in Winchester
to the 1930s. James great-grandson, Josiah Locke, built the Josiah Locke
House (1803, #10, N.R. 3/2/79) at 195 High Street. Another Locke descendant
the Reverend Samuel Locke, v/as president of Harvard during the years just
before the Revolutionary War.

This house vias built by Asa Locke betv/een 1831 and 1857. Locke bought
this lot of "improved land” in 1826 from Benjamin Wyman, a relative of his
v/ife, Lucy. Asa Locke v/as a prosperous farmer v/ho previously lived on
nearby Ridge Street, and sold™his farmi produce at the Boston and Charlestown

markets. It is possible that Asa Locke never lived in this house, and that
his son Elbridge actually resided here. Elbridge inherited the house in
1857 at the time of Asa Locke's death. In 1902 the house passed out of the

Locke family ovmershiD, and was bought by Handel pond, a partner in the

Ivers & Pond Piano Company. Sinche then the house has changed owners many
times. . "oe
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