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CD In Process 

j | Being Considered
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in progress
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CD Museum
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CD Scientific
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Unused except for apt, 
occupied by caretaker.

OWNER'S NAME:

Mrs. Julian Woodruff
STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 120
CITY OR TOWN:

Coolidge Az
CODF

Arizona

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Final Co. Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Fina

CITY OR TOWN:

Florence Az 04

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Arizona State Inventory of Historic Places
DATE OF SURVEY: 1Q7? CD F cderol State

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Arizona State Parks Board
STREET AND NUMBER:

1688 West Adams
CITY OR TOWN:

Phoenix



CONDITION
Excellent C2C Good Foir

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Q Ruins Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered O Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved R] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The first Florence courthouse was built in a U-shape and 
contained 7 rooms on the ground floor and one room 
upstairs above the jail on the west wing. The downstairs 
rooms included a sheriff f s office, a courtroom, and a 
judge's chamber as well as the jail. The other 3 rooms 
were used as offices.
The building is on the corner of Main and Fifth Streets 
on a poorly drained and unlandscaped lot. The courthouse 
itself is an outstanding example of the architecture of 
the territorial period and appears to be structurally 
sound. Much of the original millwork remains. Foundation 
stem walls are of fired brick, the mortar of which has 
disintegrated. Some of the walls appeared to be unburned 
adobe brick and some are rammed earth. The original 
interior plaster remains. The exterior plaster was 
applied sometime after the building was constructed.

Much of the original finish carpentry is still in place
and is in excellent condition. The condition and presence
of this work add greatly to the historical significance
of the building.
The electrical system must be entirely replaced. There
is no heating system, and the cooling system is totally
unserviceable. The plumbing also must be completely
replaced. Leaking pipes are apparently causing some
damage to the adobe and the foundation.
There have been several later additions to the building
of generally poor construction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first Final County courthouse was built in 1877-1878 
on a lot purchased by the county for $1100. The town of 
Florence was laid out in 1866 by Levi Ruggles (3J2-1889) 
who built the second house in the new town that same year. 
Ruggles was Indian agent 1866-1869 and later held the 
positions of receiver and register of the US Land Office 
at Florence. He was also twice elected to the territorial 
legislature.
Ruggles, who had had some experience as an architect and 
builder before coming to Arizona, drew the plans for the 
courthouse at a cost to the county of $25. The building 
cost $2700 to construct and became an important center 
of activity. Both Joseph Kibbey and Richard Sloan, who 
later served as territorial governors, tried and heard 
cases here. Sloan was district attorney in Florence 1886- 
1889. Kibbey went on to become the nation's foremost 
authority on irrigation law.
In 1891 a larger courthouse was built and the old one was 
used for approximately 40 years as a county hospital. At 
this time the porches were added, and an extension of the 
judge f s chamber. In the 1930s the building began a 
30-year career as a welfare and public health center and 
during this period several other rooms were added. 
The Final County Historical Society took over the old 
courthouse in 1963 and used it for a museum until 1970 
when it was sold to Mrs. Julian Woodruff of Coolidge. 
It is presently unused except for a small apartment within 
the building where a caretaker resides. The owner wants 
the building to be preserved. ^—>——
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Dorothy H. Hall, Historic Sites Preservation Officer
ORG ANI ZATION

Arizona State Parks Board
DATE

1-18-74
STREET AND NUMBER:

1688 West Adams
CITY OR TOWN:

Phoenix Az

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National d State |X| Local Q

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Name

Title

I .

State Historic Preservatio

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

D-jte

ATTEST:

Officer 
Date 1-18-74

'Keeper of THe National'Register

Date

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-I
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