


NATOW. REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Church and Lafayette Street Historic District possesses integrity of

location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

The areab inportance was first establishedwith thelaying out of Church Street

as part of thetown's main east-west highway i nthelate 17th century. The
district i ssignificant as thebest preserved cluster of residences built

during the period of late 18th andearly 19th century prosperity and growth

that transformed t hemeetinghouse center into a thriving comercial and residential
village. | tincludes both stylish Federal houses and fine exanples of
characteristic regional vernacular dwelling forms. Thedistrict thus neets
Criteria Aand C of t heNational Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTURL. SANHCANE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other areas wthin Lhe coinmnity.

HSITGRCGL SAGNHCANE Explain historical inportance of area and howvthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

B BJ GRRHY and/ or REFERENES

see continuation shegt .
coti nued
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Architectural Significance

The Church and Lafayette Streets District consists of fourteen con-
tiguous residential properties located along Church Street and
Lafayette Street at the southern end of Lake Quannapowitt. El even
of the properties ieina row on the south side of Church Street
and Lafayette Street. The Hartshorne House (41 Church Street) lies
on the north side of Church Street next to the |ake shoreline and
two remaining properties |ieon the north side of Lafayette Street
in the fork between Lafayette and Church Streets. The fourteen
properties enconpass approximately 7 acres. El even of the struc-
tures contribute to the significance of the district while three
properties are intrusions.

The residential area at the southern end of the |ake along Church
and Lafayette Streets consists of sone of Wakefield' s earliest
remaining residential structures. Church Street was laid out in
1581 and is one of Wakefield' s oldest major transportation routes.
Church Street includes one of Wakefield' s few remaining Georgian
houses, the James Hartshorne House, several notable Federal Style
houses as well as a Greek Revival house. Lafayette Street, laid
out in 1824, has several notable exanples of the Greek Revival
style. The district documents the development of eighteenth and
early nineteenth century residential structures during the early
settlement of Od Reading, later called Wkefield.

The buildings in the district are in good condition and have expe-
rienced relatively few alterations. Each of the structures is con-
structed from wood; a few of the structures have added alum num
siding. While many of the houses have additions which were usually
added to their back side, the original structure is basically still
in tact.

Most of the houses along Church Street were built in the Federal
style; however, the original portion of the Hartshorne House, at 41
Church Street {735'\), was built in the seventeenth century. The
original section, one room at the southwest corner, is believed to
have been built in 1681. The building was expanded to a full 2 12
story, five bay home in the Federal period. The original door sur-
round from the 1681 portion, a carpenter's version of an entabla-
ture, resting on panelled pilasters, still exists.

The row of early Federal houses at 40, 42 and 44 Church Street
share several construction features; al |l were constructed as 3/4
houses, 3 bays wide, with center chimeys and al | were framed with
no returns at the gable end which was an unusual feature for Feder-
al house construction in Wakefield that was also found on the
Hartsborne House. The building at 42 Church Street (ff 35S5), con-
structed c. 1800, was originally a 34 house; two bays were added
later to forma five bay structure. The second floor w ndows of
the houses at 42 and 44 Church Street are relatively small which
gives theman earlier Georgian appearance. The houses at 40 Church
Street (#360), built c. 1804, and at 44 Church Street (#35/), built
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c. 1790, stiil have wooden clapboards, while thehouse at 42 Church
Street has alum numsiding.

Two additional Federal houses were added t ot herow of Federal
homes al ong Church Street at 38 Church Street and at 46 Church
Street. The 2 story house at 38 Church Street (ff %1), constructed
c. 1803, i sone of thefewkFederal houses i nWkefield with brick
ends and a clapboard front and back. W¢th its | owhipped roof and
two end chi meys, t he house was nost |ikely a high style bulding at
the time of itsconstruction. The house also features a door sur-
round with pilasters flanking 3/4 length sidelights and supporting
a full entablature. The structure at 46 Church Street (ft356),
built c. 1814, appears t o be theonly frame Federal housei n
Wakefield built with a rear wall of brick. 1t isa five bay struc-
ture with small federal w ndows and quoins at the corners.

Alum num siding obscures t herear brick facade of t he house and
sone of itsdetail, but thehouse still exhibits several federal
features.

The house at 34 Church Street (#373), built c. 1812, i sa 5 bay, 2
1/2 story gable roof house with Federal and Greek Revival features.
The gable roof has a boxed cornice and eaves returns which were
characteristic of both styles. A one story enclosed porch addition
to t hehouse covers thedoor surround, which i sGeek Revival i n
style and may represent a later alteration tothehouse addedi n
the 1830s.

Several Geek Revival houses dating from t he 1830s stand along
Lafayette Street. The residential structures located at 34
Lafayette Street and at 28 Lafayette Street have 2 and 1/2 stories
and a Georgian-Federal five bay, gable roofed formwith Geek
Revival additions. The structure at 34 Lafayette Street (ffS*"?),
built c. 1835, has a relatively high style one story verandah with

fluted doric colums added toitsnorth facade.. Although vinyl
siding hides nmuch of thedetailing of thehouse, its Greek Revival
entry i sstill visible with itsarchitrave surround and full [length
sidelights. The house at 28 Lafayette Street (ffMS), built-

c. 1832, has a door surround with a shallow pedi ment on pilasters,
and its w ndows have architrave surrounds. A third Greek Revival
*house (#3”7) stands at 23 Lafayette Street built 1 n 1834 by John
Lambert. Unlike its neighbors at 28 and 34 Lafayette Street, this
G eek Revival house stands with its gable facing thestreet, and
its roof eaves make full returns toforma Geek temple-Ilike pedi-
ment which i sflushboarded togive it an appearance of stone. The
house at 36 Lafayette Street (#/ V"), while covered with alum numor
vinyl siding, retains some of itsearly architectural featuresi n-
cluding its Geek Revival entry.

The remaining three houses located i nthedistrict at 36 Church
Street, 33 Lafayette Street and 34 Lafayette Street do notcontrib-
ute tothe3|gn|f|cance of thedistrict. -
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Historic Significance - - K

The Church and Lafayette Street district includes exanples of sone
of Wakefield s oldest surviving buildings dating from the |late
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. The residential streets
located west of the town common document the early settlement of
the town of Wakefield.

In the seventeenth century, Wakefield was originally part of the
old town of Reading. Od Reading was established in 1644 as a
result of land grants in 1638 and 1639, and covered nmuch of the
sane area as the two present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading.
In 1818, the southern section of the old town of Reading, now
Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate town called
South Reading. In 1868 South Reading changed itsnane to
Wakefield.

The original seventeenth century town center of Od Reading devel -
oped at the base of Lake Quannapowitt, which is now the location of
the town center of Wakefield. In the |akeshore area, the settlers
put aside a common |and which was excluded from the 1647 general
division of land. The common |and extended south from the shore of
Lake Quannapowitt to the present intersection of Main and Al bion

Streets, and i tstill forms the focus of the town today.

A nighway systemwas first laid out in the 1650s. Main Street was
laid out over the "Od Native American Pathway" in 1651, and was

the main route to Chel sea and Boston. In 1681, Church Street was

laid out over to Cowdry's Hill to Woburn and Medford.

Twenty-nine years after the first settlers arrived, in 1657, there
were 59 houses in Wakefield. Tw structures with remnants dating
from the seventeenth century remain in Wakefield, one of which is
the Hartshorne House |ocated at 41 Church Street. An original sec-
tion of the Hartshorne House, one room at the isouthwest corner, is
believed to have been built in 1681. The building was expanded to
a full 2 12 story, five bay home in the Federal Period. Mary and
Thomas Hodgman built the original section of the building c. 1681,
Fol l owing several successive owners. Colonel James and Aigail
Hartshorne bought the house in 1803. I n 1929 the house was pur-
chased by the town and i tis currently maintained as an historic

| andmark by the Hartshorne House Association.

During the last quarter of the eighteenth century, farmand sur-
rounding the common continued to be subdivided and residential
areas began to grow east and west of the common. During the early
ei ghteenth century, several Federal houses facing the |ake were
built along Church Street. The Federal house at 42 Church Street
was built c. 1800 by Sanuel Stacey, who came to the First Parish of
O d Reading from Townshend, Mass. The house at 42 Church Street
and the house at 44 Church Street, built c. 1790, were owned by
menbers of the Wnship famly inthe 1850s and were both owned by
George Seaver (superintendent of the Lakeside cemetery) in the |at-
ter nineteenth century. The Federal building at 40 Church Street
was constructed c. 1804 for Ebenezer W ley, a successful shoe
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manufacturer. Francis Hay, a cabinet-maker, was t hefirst owner of
the Federal house at 38 Church Street, built c. 1803. The house at
46 Church Street was built c. 1814, making it one of t helast Fed-
eral houses tobe built i ntherowof Federal houses facingthe

| ake on Church Street. The Geek Revival house at 34 Church
Street, was built c. 1800 by Wl Iliam Deadman.

A great deal of progress was made i nt helaying out of streets be-
ginning i nthem d-nineteenth century. The area around Lafayette
Street had originally been set of f as part of thecomon landi n

1641, but was sold t oRev. Caleb Prentiss i n1770. |1 n 1824 the
heirs of Caleb Prentiss subdivided theland and laid out Lafayette
Street. By 1824, twenty-two house lots were laid out along

Lafayette Street, and by t he 1830s, several houses were built i n-
cluding t hehouse at 28 Lafayette Street built c. 1832, t he house
at 23 Lafayette Street built c. 1834, and t he house at 34 Lafayette
Street built c. 1835.

The area south of Lake Quannopowi tt around t hetown comon remai ned
the center of town until them d-nineteenth century. | nt he 1850s,
the commercial focus of thetown shifted tothesouthern endof
Main Street; however, thecivic and eclesiastic center of Wakefield
remai ned located on t hesouth shore of Lake Quannapowi tt, and fol-
lowing theearly residential growth along Church and Lafayette
Streets, futher residential areas continued t ogrow along the com
nmon throughtout thenineteenth century.



CHURCH A\D LAFAYETTE STREETS DI STRI CT . . v
Verbal Boundaries

The boundaries of the Church and Lafayette Streets District are
shown by the blue line on the accompanying map, which i sa portion
of Wakefield Assessor's Mp ftl2. Specifically, the boundaries of
the district areas follows: beginning at thenortheastern corner
of thel ot at 28 Lafayette Street and travelling south along the
lot's eastern boundary tothelot's southeastern corner; then turn-
ing right and proceeding west along therear | ot lines of 28, 32,
34, and 36 Lafayette Street and of 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, and 46
Church Street; then turning right at the southwestern corner ofthe
lot at 46 Church Street and travelling north along thelot's west-
ern boundary tothecurbline; then crossing tothenorthern side of
Church Street, turning right and proceeding west along the curbline
to thecorner of Church Street and North Avenue; then turning right
and travelling north along the western curbline of the park | ot of
the Hartshorne House until reaching thelot's northwestern corner;
then turning right and travelling along thenorthern border of the
park | ot of the Hartshorne House tothe shoreline of Lake
Quannapowi tt; then turning right and travelling southeast along the
| ake shoreline until reaching the cemetery border; then turning
right and proceeding along the southeastern border of the parkl ot
of the Hartshorne House t othe Church Street curbline; then
travelling east across Church Street tothenorthern corner ofthe
lot at 33 Lafayette Street; then proceeding south along the lot's
eastern boundary until reaching the northwestern corner of the | ot
at 29 Lafayette Street; then turning left and proceeding east along
the rear |l ot line of 29 Lafayette Street tothelot's northeastern
corner; then turning right and travelling south along the eastern
border of 29 Lafayette Street tothecurbline; then crossing
Lafayette Street and returning tothenortheastern corner ofthe
lot at 28 Lafayette Street.



Lee Farrow, Editor
Text for the district nomnation was conpiled fromthe following:

Huggins, Carol. Multiple Resource Area Nom nation for the Town of
Wakefield, Massachusetts (draft).

Huggins, Carol and Kenney, Sharon. "Chapter Five: National Regis-
ter Nom nations" from Preserving Wakefield: A Plan for Action,
January 1986.

Architectural Planning Asssociates, Survey Conpletion Report,
Cﬁnbri ;:Ige, My  1985. (Includes individual building inventory
sheet s

NOTE Excerpts were extracted from the above reports and incoirporated
in the district nom nation.



CHURCH AND LAFAYETTE STREETS DI STRI CT

View across Veterans
Field from North
Avenue. Hart shorne
House (with wvan) i n
background.

Church Street at
North Avenue |ooking
East. Church Street
Nos. 46, 44, 42 and
40 (right to left).



CHURCH AND LAFAYETTE STREETS DI STRI CT

Church Street

|l ooking East.

Hart shorne House on
left. Church St Noa.
38, 36, and 34
opposite (right to
left).

Church and Lafayette
Streets. No 33
Lafayette on left.
Church Street No 34
and Lafayette Street
No 36 on right.
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