


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Church and Lafayette Street His t o r i c D i s t r i c t possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
The areab importance was f i r s t established with the laying out of Church Street 
as part of the town's main east-west highway i n the lat e 17th century. The 
d i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the best preserved cluster of residences b u i l t 
during the period of lat e 18th and early 19th century prosperity and growth 
that transformed the meetinghouse center into a t h r i v i n g commercial and residential 
v i l l a g e . I t includes both s t y l i s h Federal houses and fine examples of 
characteristic regional vernacular dwelling forms. The d i s t r i c t thus meets 
C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within 1;he coimminity. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

see continuation sheet 
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The Church and Lafayette Streets D i s t r i c t c o n s i s t s of fourteen con­
tiguous r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t i e s located along Church Street and 
Lafayette Street at the southern end of Lake Quannapowitt. Eleven 
of the p r o p e r t i e s l i e i n a row on the south side of Church Street 
and Lafayette S t r e e t . The Hartshorne House (41 Church St r e e t ) l i e s 
on the n o r t h side of Church Str e e t next to the lake s h o r e l i n e and 
two remaining p r o p e r t i e s l i e on the n o r t h side of Lafayette Street 
i n the f o r k between Lafayette and Church S t r e e t s . The fourteen 
p r o p e r t i e s encompass approximately 7 acres. Eleven of the s t r u c ­
tures c o n t r i b u t e to the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the d i s t r i c t while three 
p r o p e r t i e s are i n t r u s i o n s . 

The r e s i d e n t i a l area at the southern end of the lake along Church 
and L a f a y e t t e Streets c o n s i s t s of some of Wakefield's e a r l i e s t 
remaining r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s . Church Street was l a i d out i n 
1581 and i s one of Wakefield's ol d e s t major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n routes. 
Church Street includes one of Wakefield's few remaining Georgian 
houses, the James Hartshorne House, several notable Federal Style 
houses as w e l l as a Greek Revival house. La f a y e t t e S t r e e t , l a i d 
out i n 1824, has several notable examples of the Greek Revival 
s t y l e . The d i s t r i c t documents the development of eighteenth and 
e a r l y nineteenth century r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s d u r i n g the e a r l y 
settlement of Old Reading, l a t e r c a l l e d Wakefield. 

The b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t are i n good c o n d i t i o n and have expe­
rienced r e l a t i v e l y few a l t e r a t i o n s . Each of the s t r u c t u r e s i s con­
s t r u c t e d from wood; a few of the s t r u c t u r e s have added aluminum 
s i d i n g . While m.any of the houses have a d d i t i o n s which were u s u a l l y 
added t o t h e i r back s i d e , the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e i s b a s i c a l l y s t i l l 
i n t a c t . 

Most of the houses along Church S t r e e t were b u i l t i n the Federal 
s t y l e ; however, the o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n of the Hartshorne House, at 41 
Church Str e e t {^35 ' \ ) , was b u i l t i n the seventeenth century. The 
o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n , one room a t the southwest corner, i s believed to 
have been b u i l t i n 1681. The b u i l d i n g was expanded t o a f u l l 2 1/2 
s t o r y , f i v e bay home i n the Federal p e r i o d . The o r i g i n a l door sur­
round from the 1681 p o r t i o n , a carpenter's v e r s i o n of an entabla­
t u r e , r e s t i n g on panelled p i l a s t e r s , s t i l l e x i s t s . 

The row of e a r l y Federal houses a t 40, 42 and 44 Church Street 
share several c o n s t r u c t i o n f e a t u r e s ; a l l were constructed as 3/4 
houses, 3 bays wide, w i t h center chimneys and a l l were framed w i t h 
no r e t u r n s at the gable end which was an unusual f e a t u r e f o r Feder­
a l house c o n s t r u c t i o n i n Wakefield t h a t was also found on the 
Hartsborne House. The b u i l d i n g a t 42 Church Stree t (ff 35S), con­
s t r u c t e d c. 1800, was o r i g i n a l l y a 3/4 house; two bays were added 
l a t e r to form a f i v e bay s t r u c t u r e . The second f l o o r windows of 
the houses at 42 and 44 Church Str e e t are r e l a t i v e l y small which 
gives them an e a r l i e r Georgian appearance. The houses at 40 Church 
Street (#36o), b u i l t c. 1804, and at 44 Church S t r e e t (#35/), b u i l t 
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c. 1790, s t i i l have wooden clapboards, while the house at 42 Church 
Street has aluminum s i d i n g . 

Two a d d i t i o n a l Federal houses were added t o the row of Federal 
hom.es along Church Str e e t a t 38 Church Str e e t and at 46 Church 
St r e e t . The 2 s t o r y house at 38 Church Street (ff % 1 ), constructed 
c. 1803, i s one of the few Federal houses i n Wakefield w i t h b r i c k 
ends and a clapboard f r o n t and back. With i t s low hipped roof and 
two end chimneys, the house was most l i k e l y a high s t y l e bulding at 
the time of i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . The house also features a door sur­
round w i t h p i l a s t e r s f l a n k i n g 3/4 length s i d e l i g h t s and supporting 
a f u l l e n t a b l a t u r e . The s t r u c t u r e a t 46 Church Street (ft356), 
b u i l t c. 1814, appears t o be the only frame Federal house i n 
Wakefield b u i l t w i t h a rear w a l l of b r i c k . I t i s a f i v e bay s t r u c ­
ture w i t h smiall f e d e r a l windows and quoins at the corners. 
Aluminum s i d i n g obscures the rear b r i c k facade of the house and 
some of i t s d e t a i l , but the house s t i l l e x h i b i t s several f e d e r a l 
f e a t u r e s . 

The house at 34 Church S t r e e t (#3^3), b u i l t c. 1812, i s a 5 bay, 2 
1/2 s t o r y gable roof house w i t h Federal and Greek Revival features. 
The gable roof has a boxed cornice and eaves r e t u r n s which were 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of both s t y l e s . A one s t o r y enclosed porch a d d i t i o n 
to the house covers the door surround, which i s Greek Revival i n 
s t y l e and may represent a l a t e r a l t e r a t i o n t o the house added i n 
the 1830s. 

Several Greek Revival houses d a t i n g from the 1830s stand along 
Lafayette S t r e e t . The r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s located a t 34 
Lafayette Street and at 28 Lafayette Street have 2 and 1/2 s t o r i e s 
and a Georgian-Federal f i v e bay, gable roofed form w i t h Greek 
Revival a d d i t i o n s . The s t r u c t u r e a t 34 La f a y e t t e S t r e e t (ffS*^?), 
b u i l t c. 1835, has a r e l a t i v e l y high s t y l e one s t o r y verandah wit h 
f l u t e d d o r i c columns added to i t s north facade.. Although v i n y l 
s i d i n g hides much of the d e t a i l i n g of the house, i t s Greek Revival 
e n t r y i s s t i l l v i s i b l e w i t h i t s a r c h i t r a v e surround and f u l l length 
s i d e l i g h t s . The house a t 28 Lafayette S t r e e t (ffMS), b u i l t -
c. 1832, has a door surround w i t h a shallow pediment on p i l a s t e r s , 
and i t s windows have a r c h i t r a v e surrounds. A t h i r d Greek Revival 
•house ( # 3 ^ ) stands a t 23 Lafayette Street b u i l t i n 1834 by John 
Lambert. Unlike i t s neighbors a t 28 and 34 Lafay e t t e S t r e e t , t h i s 
Greek Revival house stands w i t h i t s gable f a c i n g the s t r e e t , and 
i t s roof eaves make f u l l r e t u r n s to form a Greek t e m p l e - l i k e pedi­
ment which i s flushboarded t o give i t an appearance of stone. The 
house at 36 Lafayette S t r e e t (#/V^), while covered w i t h aluminum or 
v i n y l s i d i n g , r e t a i n s some of i t s e a r l y a r c h i t e c t u r a l features i n ­
c l u d i n g i t s Greek Revival e n t r y . 

The remaining three houses located i n the d i s t r i c t a t 36 Church 
S t r e e t , 33 Lafayette S t r e e t and 34 Lafayette Street do not c o n t r i b ­
ute to the significance of the d i s t r i c t . .. -
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H i s t o r i c Significance - - K 

The Church and Lafayette Street d i s t r i c t includes examples of some 
of Wakefield's oldest s u r v i v i n g b u i l d i n g s d a t i n g from the l a t e 
seventeenth and e a r l y eighteenth c e n t u r i e s . The r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t s 
located west of the town common document the e a r l y settlement of 
the town of Wakefield. 

I n the seventeenth century, Wakefield was o r i g i n a l l y p art of the 
old town of Reading. Old Reading was established i n 1644 as a 
r e s u l t of land grants i n 1638 and 1639, and covered much of the 
same area as the two present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading. 
I n 1818, the southern s e c t i o n of the old town of Reading, now 
Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate town c a l l e d 
South Reading. I n 1868 South Reading changed i t s name to 
Wakefield. 

The o r i g i n a l seventeenth century town center of Old Reading devel­
oped a t the base of Lake Quannapowitt, which i s now the l o c a t i o n of 
the town center of Wakefield. I n the lakeshore area, the s e t t l e r s 
put aside a common land which was excluded from the 1647 general 
d i v i s i o n of land. The common land extended south from the shore of 
Lake Quannapowitt t o the present i n t e r s e c t i o n of Main and Albion 
S t r e e t s , and i t s t i l l forms the focus of the town today. 

A nighway system was f i r s t l a i d out i n the 1650s. Main St r e e t was 
l a i d out over the "Old Native American Pathway" i n 1651, and was 
the main route to Chelsea and Boston. I n 1681, Church Street was 
l a i d out over to Cowdry's H i l l t o Woburn and Medford. 

Twenty-nine years a f t e r the f i r s t s e t t l e r s a r r i v e d , i n 1657, there 
were 59 houses i n Wakefield. Two s t r u c t u r e s w i t h remnants d a t i n g 
from the seventeenth century remain i n Wakefield, one of which i s 
the Hartshorne House located at 41 Church S t r e e t . An o r i g i n a l sec­
t i o n of the Hartshorne House, one room at the isouthwest corner, i s 
believed t o have been b u i l t i n 1681. The b u i l d i n g was expanded t o 
a f u l l 2 1/2 s t o r y , f i v e bay home i n the Federal Period. Mary and 
Thomas Hodgman b u i l t the o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g c. 1681. 
Following several successive owners. Colonel James and A i g a i l 
Hartshorne bought the house i n 1803. I n 1929 the house was pur­
chased by the town and i t i s c u r r e n t l y maintained as an h i s t o r i c 
landmark by the Hartshorne House Ass o c i a t i o n . 

During the l a s t quarter of the eighteenth century, farmland sur­
rounding the common continued t o be subdivided and r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas began t o grow east and west of the common. During the e a r l y 
eighteenth century, several Federal houses f a c i n g the lake were 
b u i l t along Church S t r e e t . The Federal house at 42 Church Street 
was b u i l t c. 1800 by Samuel Stacey, who came t o the F i r s t Parish of 
Old Reading from Townshend, Mass. The house at 42 Church Street 
and the house at 44 Church S t r e e t , b u i l t c. 1790, were owned by 
members of the Winship f a m i l y i n the 1850s and were both owned by 
George Seaver (superintendent of the Lakeside cemetery) i n the l a t ­
t e r nineteenth century. The Federal b u i l d i n g at 40 Church Street 
was constructed c. 1804 f o r Ebenezer Wiley, a successful shoe 
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manufacturer. Francis Hay, a cabinet-maker, was the f i r s t owner of 
the Federal house a t 38 Church S t r e e t , b u i l t c. 1803. The house at 
46 Church Street was b u i l t c. 1814, making i t one of the l a s t Fed­
e r a l houses to be b u i l t i n the row of Federal houses f a c i n g the 
lake on Church S t r e e t . The Greek Revival house a t 34 Church 
S t r e e t , was b u i l t c. 1800 by Wi l l i a m Deadman. 

A great deal of progress was made i n the l a y i n g out of s t r e e t s be­
gi n n i n g i n the mid-nineteenth century. The area around Lafayette 
S t r e e t had o r i g i n a l l y been set o f f as part of the common land i n 
1641, but was sold to Rev. Caleb Pre n t i s s i n 1770. I n 1824 the 
h e i r s of Caleb Prentiss subdivided the land and l a i d out Lafayette 
S t r e e t . By 1824, twenty-two house l o t s were l a i d out along 
L a f a y e t t e S t r e e t , and by the 1830s, several houses were b u i l t i n ­
c l u d i n g the house at 28 Lafayette S t r e e t b u i l t c. 1832, the house 
at 23 Lafayette Street b u i l t c. 1834, and the house at 34 Lafayette 
S t r e e t b u i l t c. 1835. 

The area south of Lake Quannopowitt around the town common remained 
the center of town u n t i l the mid-nineteenth century. I n the 1850s, 
the commercial focus of the town s h i f t e d to the southern end of 
Main S t r e e t ; however, the c i v i c and e c l e s i a s t i c center of Wakefield 
remained located on the south shore of Lake Quannapowitt, and f o l ­
lowing the e a r l y r e s i d e n t i a l growth along Church and Lafayette 
S t r e e t s , f u t h e r r e s i d e n t i a l areas continued to grow along the com­
mon throughtout the nineteenth century. 



CHURCH AND LAFAYETTE STREETS DISTRICT . • , ; 
Verbal Boundaries 

The boundaries of the Church and Lafayette Streets D i s t r i c t are 
shown by the blue l i n e on the accompanying map, which i s a p o r t i o n 
of Wakefield Assessor's Map f t l 2 . S p e c i f i c a l l y , the boundaries of 
the d i s t r i c t are as f o l l o w s : beginning a t the northeastern corner 
of the l o t at 28 Lafayette Street and t r a v e l l i n g south along the 
l o t ' s eastern boundary t o the l o t ' s southeastern corner; then t u r n ­
ing r i g h t and proceeding west along the rear l o t l i n e s of 28, 32, 
34, and 36 Lafayette S t r e e t and of 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, and 46 
Church S t r e e t ; then t u r n i n g r i g h t a t the southwestern corner of the 
l o t a t 46 Church Street and t r a v e l l i n g n o rth along the l o t ' s west­
ern boundary t o the c u r b l i n e ; then crossing t o the northern side of 
Church S t r e e t , t u r n i n g r i g h t and proceeding west along the c u r b l i n e 
t o the corner of Church Street and North Avenue; then t u r n i n g r i g h t 
and t r a v e l l i n g north along the western c u r b l i n e of the park l o t of 
the Hartshorne House u n t i l reaching the l o t ' s northwestern corner; 
then t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g along the northern border of the 
park l o t of the Hartshorne House t o the shoreline of Lake 
Quannapowitt; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g southeast along the 
lake shoreline u n t i l reaching the cemetery border; then t u r n i n g 
r i g h t and proceeding along the southeastern border of the park l o t 
of the Hartshorne House t o the Church Street c u r b l i n e ; then 
t r a v e l l i n g east across Church Street to the northern corner of the 
l o t a t 33 Lafayette S t r e e t ; then proceeding south along the l o t ' s 
eastern boundary u n t i l reaching the northwestern corner of the l o t 
at 29 Lafayette S t r e e t ; then t u r n i n g l e f t and proceeding east along 
the rear l o t l i n e of 29 Lafayette Street t o the l o t ' s northeastern 
corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g south along the eastern 
border of 29 Lafayette S t r e e t t o the c u r b l i n e ; then crossing 
Laf a y e t t e Street and r e t u r n i n g t o the northeastern corner of the 
l o t a t 28 Lafayette S t r e e t . 



Lee Farrow, Editor 

Text for the d i s t r i c t nomination was compiled from the following: 

Huggins, Carol. Multiple Resource Area Nomination for the Town of 
Wakefield, Massachusetts ( d r a f t ) . 

Huggins, Carol and Kenney, Sharon. "Chapter Five: National Regis­
ter Nominations" from Preserving Wakefield: A Plan for Action, 
January 1986. 

Architectural Planning Asssociates, Survey Completion Report, 
Cambridge, MA, 1985. (Includes individual building inventory 
sheets) 

NOTE: Excerpts were extracted from the above reports and incoirporated 
i n the d i s t r i c t nomination. 



CHURCH AND LAFAYETTE STREETS DISTRICT 

View a c r o s s V e t e r a n s 
F i e l d f rom N o r t h 
Avenue. H a r t s h o r n e 
House ( w i t h van) i n 
background. 

Church S t r e e t a t 
N o r t h Avenue l o o k i n g 
E a s t . Church S t r e e t 
Nos. 46, 44, 42 and 
40 ( r i g h t t o l e f t ) . 



CHURCH AND LAFAYETTE STREETS DISTRICT 

Church S t r e e t 
looking E a s t . 
Hartshorne House on 
l e f t . Church S t Noa. 
38, 36, and 34 
opposite ( r i g h t to 
l e f t ) . 

Church and L a f a y e t t e 
S t r e e t s . No 33 
L a f a y e t t e on l e f t . 
Church S t r e e t No 34 
and L a f a y e t t e S t r e e t 
No 36 on r i g h t . 
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