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Town M e I r o s e 

Address 255 Upham S t r e e t 

Historic Name P h i n e a s Upham House 

ketch Map: 

W REFERENCE _ 

£S QU;̂RANGLE_ 

=.LE " 

19 / 331-160 / 4702-450 

Boston Nor th 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

Orig ina l R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . 1 7 0 3 - 1 740 
Goss, H i s t o r y of Melrose (1902) 

Source v i s u a l a n a l y s i s 
F i r s t P e r i o d c o r e , 2nd P e r i o d  

Style a d d i t i o n s " 

Architect Unkn own 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards  

Outbuildings Shed - 20th c. 

Major Alterations (with dates) Rooms added 
t o SW and r e a r , a f t e r 1 7251 n o r t n sTo] 
of r o o f r a i s e d , l a t e 18th or e a r l y 19" 
c . ; I ' e i t S t a t l i n S , 1 y i ̂  , TT5'2'-
Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreace less than one acre 

1:25,000 

Setting House faces s o u t h , away from  

t h e s t r e e t and d i a g o n a l l y t o i t , I n 

c o n t r a s t t o i t s 19th and 20th c. 

nei g h b o r s which l i n e t h e busy s t r e e t . 

Recorded by Edie C l i f f o r d 

Organization Boston U n i v e r s i t y 

Date A p r i l 19 86 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Phineas Upham House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship, a s s o c i a t i o n and f e e l i n g i n the s u r v i v a l of a l a t e F i r s t 
Period h a l f house w i t h l a t e F i r s t Period and Second Period a d d i t i o n s , 
f u l f i l l i n g C r i t e r i o n C. I t s a d d i t i v e form i s a good example of what was 
probably the common f a t e of many o r i g i n a l one c e l l houses. Presently 
hidden corner posts and j o i n t s may be l i k e l y to y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n 
important t o the h i s t o r y of e a r l y b u i l d i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n i n Massachusetts 
Bay under C r i t e r i o n D. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Phineas Upham House i s a 3-bay 2 1/2 s t o r y center chimney house, 2 
c e l l s deep w i t h an o f f - c e n t e r entrance. The clapboarded s t r u c t u r e o r i g i ­
n a l l y consisted of a 2 s t o r y lobby-entry h a l f house, one c e l l deep t o the 
east ( r i g h t ) of the chimney. The house then evolved d u r i n g the e a r l y 18th 
century to the west of the chimney w i t h a 2 s t o r y , one c e l l deep a d d i t i o n , 
followed by a lean-to i n the rear. During the l a t e 1 8 t h / e a r l y 19th 
century the n o r t h slope of the roof was raised t o i t s present p i t c h . The 
casement windows and present placement of the windows on the south facade 
to the east of the door are the product of a 1952 r e s t o r a t i o n , 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Both east and west ends of the house e x h i b i t l a t e F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s , 
i n d i c a t i o n t h a t the west end was added probably w i t h i n the same generation 
as t h a t of the r i g h t . 

The southeast, f i r s t s t o r y room has a 12" wide oak l o n g i t u d i n a l summer 
beam w i t h f l a t chamfers and four crude lamb's tongues stops. The room i s 
c. 18" X 18'. Replaced butt-cogged j o i s t s are spaced c. 22" apart. The 
western ( i n t e r i o r ) w a l l i s dominated by a b r i c k chimney sta c k and 
f i r e p l a c e , framed w i t h an oak l i n t e l and f r o n t e d w i t h a 3' t i l e b r i c k 
hearth. This f i r e p l a c e has rounded back corners, an oven i n the l e f t back 
corner, and a herring-bone-patterned f i r e b a c k . At one time closed down, 
the f i r e p l a c e was r e s t o r e d d u r i n g a 1914 r e s t o r a t i o n . Exposed chimney 
posts w i t h f l a t chamfers are v i s i b l e at e i t h e r end of the western w a l l . 
An exposed chimney g i r t a l s o w i t h f l a t chamfer runs the l e n g t h of t h i s • 
w a l l . The p l a t e and end g i r t were replaced i n the 1914 r e s t o r a t i o n . 

I n the southeast second s t o r y room the chimney posts and flat-chamfered 
chimney g i r t are v i s i b l e along the western ( i n t e r i o r ) w a l l . This w a l l i s 
dominated by a f i r e p l a c e w i t h a flat-chamfered oak l i n t e l and an opening 
measuring c. 5 ' 1 . x 4 ' h . x l l / 2 ' d . There i s a 9" oak transverse 
summer beam w i t h a worn/eaten chamfer-. Replaced b u t t cogged j o i s t s are 
spaced c: 22" apart. 

1 
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The southwest f i r s t f l o o r room, 18' x 12', has a res t o r e d f i r e p l a c e w i t h 
an 8' 1. X 4' h. X 3' d. opening and framed w i t h a f l a t chamfered oak 
l i n t e l . I t s square- cornered back w a l l has a stone f i r e b a c k and an oven 
on the r i g h t s ide t h a t connects w i t h the oven of the H a l l . The hearth i s 
composed of b r i c k t i l e s . An exposed f l a t - chamfered chimney g i r t runs the 
len g t h of the eastern w a l l . A corner post and chimney post are v i s i b l e a t 
the northwest and northeast corners of the room, r e s p e c t i v e l y . An 11" 
wide oak l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam dis p l a y s f l a t chamfers which taper o f f 
at the chimney w a l l . The f l o o r of the southwest second f l o o r room i s 
below the lobby f l o o r l e v e l . The o u t l i n e of a r i s i n g brace j o i n i n g the 
northwest corner post i s v i s i b l e beneath the p l a s t e r . 

The corner post at the southwest corner of the lobby e n t r y i s v i s i b l e on 
the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . An unused mortise e x i s t s a t the upper end of 
the post ( i n the middle of the second f l o o r s e c t i o n ) , p o s s i b l y f o r the 
o r i g i n a l second f l o o r end- bearing timber. (An exposed g i r t along the 
western w a l l of the second f l o o r of the lobby has an unused mortise and 
t h i s timber may be the former end t i e beam.) 

Timbers from the o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e leading from the second f l o o r to the 
a t t i c are v i s i b l e under the present s t a i r s . 

On the northeast side of the a t t i c , the o r i g i n a l pine p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s 
w i t h trenches on t h e i r backs f o r former common p u r l i n s are v i s i b l e along 
w i t h the c u r r e n t l y used r a f t e r s . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house was i n i t i a l l y owned by one of Melrose's o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r s , 
Phineas Upham (1682-1766), and remained i n the Upham Family f o r most of 
i t s h i s t o r y u n t i l i t was acquired by the Melrose H i s t o r i c a l Society, c. 
1913-1940's/early 1950's. 

Phineas Upham moved to Melrose i n 1703. His f i r s t house, now des- troyed, 
stood on the same p r o p e r t y as the present one. Local h i s t o r i e s claim t h a t 
Upham b u i l t the present house f o r one of h i s sons, and i t was known f o r 
many years as the Amos Upham House. The eldest of these sons would not 
have reached 20 years of a g e ^ u n t i l 1728, and Amos, who d i d i n h e r i t the 
f a m i l y homestead, and married i n 1741, would not have reached t h i s age • 
u n t i l 1738. Hence the estimated dates of 1703-c. 1740. 

REFERENCES 

Discussion w i t h Mr. and Mrs. Jones, present occupants. 
Goss, H i s t o r y of Melrose (1902). 
Gould and Shumway, Ancient Melrose and Some I n f o r m a t i o n on I t s 

Homesteads, Families and Furnishings (1915). 
Corey, H i s t o r y of Maiden (1900). 
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