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Tom  Melr ose
Address 255 Upham Street

Historic Name  Phineas Upham House

U= Present Residence

Original Residence
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1703-1 740

Goss, History of Melrose (1902)
Source visual analysis

First Period core, 2nd Period
Style additions "
Architect Unkn own
Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboards

Outbuildings Shed - 20th c.

Magor Alterations (with dates) Roons added
to SN and rear, after 17251 nortn sTo]
of roof raised, late 18th or early 19"
c. ; l'eitStatlinS, 1lyir, TT52-

Condi tion Good

Mol No Dae N/A

Acreace | ess than one acre

Setting House faces south, away from
the street and diagonally toit, In
contrast toitsl1l9th and 20th c.

nei ghbors which line t hebusy street.
Recorded by Edie Clifford

Boston University

Organi zation

Dat e April 19 86
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MASSACHUEETTS H STCRICAL ANM SS ON MBELROSE 33
O fice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Phineus Upham
House

Indicate each itemoninventoiy foimv*iich i sbeing continued bel ow.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Phineas Upham House retains integrity of location, design, materials,
wor kmanshi p, associationand feeling i nthesurvival of a late First
Period half house with late First Period and Second Period additions,
fulfilling Criterion G | t sadditive form i sa good exanple of what was
probably t hecomon fate of many original one cell houses. Presently

hi dden corner posts and joints may be likely toyieldinformation

I mportant tothehistory of early building constructioni n Massachusetts
Bay under Criterion D

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Phineas Upham House i sa 3-bay 2 1/2 story center chi mey house, 2
cells deep with an off-center entrance. The clapboarded structure origi-
nally consisted of a 2 story |obby-entry half house, one cell deep to the
east (right) of t hechimey. The house then evolved during theearly18th
century tothewest of thechimey with a 2 story, one cell deep addition,
followed by a lean-to i ntherear. During thelate 18th/early 19th
century thenorth slope of theroof was raised toitspresent pitch. The
casement wi ndows and present placement of t hewi ndows on t hesouth facade
to theeast of thedoor aretheproduct of a 1952 restoration,

MAJOR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

Both east and west ends of t hehouse exhibit late First Period features,
indication that t hewest end was added probably within t hesane generation
as that of theright.

The southeast, first story room has a 12" wi de oak longitudinal sumrer
beamwith flat chamfers and four crude lanb's tongues stops. The roomi s
c. 18" X 18'. Replaced butt-cogged joists arespaced c. 22" apart. The
western (interior) wall i sdomnated by a brick chimey stack and
fireplace, framed with an oak lintel and fronted with a 3" tile brick
hearth. This fireplace has rounded back corners, an oven i ntheleft back
corner, and a herring-bone-patterned fireback. At onetime closed down,
the fireplace was restored during a 1914 restoration. Exposed chimey
posts with flat chamfers arevisible at either end of t hewestern wall.

An exposed chimney girt also with flat chanfer runs thelength of thise
wall. The plate and end girt were replaced i nt he 1914 restoration.

In t hesoutheast second story room t hechimey posts andflat-chamfered
chimey girt arevisible along thewestern (interior) wall. This wall i s
dom nated by a fireplace with a flat-chamfered oak |intel and an opening
measuring c. 5" 1.x4" " h. x|l 1 /2"d. There i sa 9" oak transverse
summer beamwith a worn/eaten chanfer-. Replaced butt cogged joists are

spaced c: 22" apart.

1

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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The southwest first floor room 18 x 12', has a restored fireplace with
an 8 1. X4 h. X 3 d. opening and framed with a flat chanfered oak
lintel. | t s square- cornered back wall has a stone fireback and an oven
on theright side that connects with t heoven of t heHall. The hearthi s
conposed of brick tiles. An exposed flat- chanfered chimey girt runsthe
length of theeastern wall. A corner post and chimey post arevisible at
the northwest and northeast corners of theroom respectively. Anl11"

wi de oak longitudinal summer beamdisplays flat chanfers which taper off
at thechimey wall. The floor of thesouthwest second floor roomi s
below t helobby floor level. The outline of arising brace joiningthe
northwest corner post i svisible beneath theplaster.

The corner post at t hesouthwest corner of thelobby entry isvisible on
the first and second floors. An unused mortise exists at theupper endof
the post (inthemddle of thesecond floor section), possibly forthe
original second floor end- bearing timber. (Anexposed girt alongthe
western wall of thesecond floor of thelobby has an unused mortise and
this timber may be theformer endti ebeam)

Timbers from t heoriginal staircase |eading from t hesecond floor to the
attic arevisible under thepresent stairs.

Oh thenortheast side of theattic, theoriginal pine principal rafters
with trenches on their backs for former comon purlins arevisible along
wi t

h thecurrently used rafters.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The house was initially owned by one of Melrose's original settlers,
Phi neas Upham (1682-1766), and remained i nt he Uham Fam |y for nost of
its history until 1 twas acquired by theMelrose Historical Society, c.

1913-1940's/early 1950's.

Phi neas Upham noved t o Melrose i n1703. Hisfirst house, now des-troyed,
stood on t hesane property as t hepresent one. Local histories claim that
Uoham built t hepresent house for one of his sons, and i twas known for
many years as t he Anos Upham House. The el dest of these sons would not
have reached 20 years of age?until 1728, and Anos, who did inherit the
fam |y homestead, and married i n1741, would not have reached this age -
until 1738. Hence t heestimated dates of 1703-c. 1740.

REFERENCES

Discussion with M. and Mrs. Jones, present occupants.

Goss, History of Melrose (1902).

Gould and Shumwnay, Ancient Melrose and Sone Informationonlts
Homest eads, Families and Furnishings (1915).

Corey, History of Maiden (1900).
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