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The West Point Foundry was located within the Hudson • · 
I-Iighlands, at the fo,ot of Bull Hill, an,.:! south of the Jillage 
of Cold Spring. With timber, iron ore, river transport, and 
water power readily available, the site was well suited to an 
industr .:..al enterprise. In .. ,selecting the property Gouvernor 
Kemble and the West Point F•oundry Association may also have 
been influenced by the proximity of the defenses afforded by 
t\Tes:t Point, inun diately across the river, and by the federal 
government's need for a cannon factory within fift.Y miles of 
New York City. 

Continuously occupied by industrial enterprises from 
1817 until recently, the site contains remains of structur~s 
and technological elements of various periods, responses to 
demands for production and to technological change" In 18-41 
the enterprise consisted of an iron foundry, a brass foundry, I 

, and pattern, smiths~ machine, and boiler shops. The Moulding , 
House in 1849 was 218 feet long and 68 feet w·ae, with brick 
walls 16 feet thick, a slate roof, and two cupola furnaces. 
Amon;g other mid-nineteenth c ,en.tury structures no longer extant , 
are the gun foundry, boring mill, several blacksmith shops, • 

' a turning shop, boiler shop, coal house, store, at least five 
pattern houses, a fire engine house, a pattern shop, a brass 
foundry, a carpenters shop, a weigh house, the furnaces and 
sev,eral storage sheds. Th,e ·J .B·. and J.M. Cornell Iron Company l 

is known to have erected several new buildings after purchasing 
the site in 189~, and the remain.s of concrete floors indicate 

1

. 

a period of construction early in the 20th century. 

Situated within a deep, narrow ravine the Foundry Site 
may be. said to begin up the ravine where Margaret's Brook was 
dammed to suppl,Y r1ater po\ver. T'vlo d.ams are fa.irly intact, 
and wagon roads which paralleled the brook on either side are 
sti .11. discernible. The str,earo itself empties into a r!larshy 
cove that separates the eastern s}Joreline of the. Hudson River 
from Constitution Island. Extending into Foundry Cove are 
traces of the dock where the Foundry's fleet of sloops and 
scows were loaded. A railroad, of which rerpnants of the 
roadbed remain, connected. the 1dock to the m.anuf actur ing area. 

The ma3or portion of the Foundry plant is now an archeolo
gical site. Above the s ·urface of the ground are visible founda 
tions and sections of walls, especially prominent along the 
hillside and along Margaret's Brook. Ashes, slag, pieces of 
rusted metal, brick ,pylons, and old machinery mounts are 
present throughout the area. 
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The site is dominated visually by the badly deteriorated 
brick office building, erected in 1865 on the south bank of Mar-

l gar·et' s Brook. Rectangular in shape, the major portion of the 
structure parallels the stream, and stands two stories high, 1 

five bays long, and two bays wide. The load-bearing masonry 
walls rest upon a coursed, cut-stone foun~ation, and support~ 
slate-covered hipped roof. The design is dominated by a project
ing three-story t0wer which occupies the central bay of the nQrth 
facade and which culminates in a hipped roof and, above, an ' 1 

' 
octagonal cupola. The verticality of the tower is _ balanced l?Y 1 

a substantial cornice with block modillions along the eaves of 
both the mai.n st:ructure and its tower, and by a stone belt 
course between the first and second stor.ies. 

.. 

I 
I 

' 
I 

On the north facade th~re are five window openings at , 
both the first and second story level. On the first story the 

1 sides of the doorway opening in the projecting central bay aci 
, as imposts for a semi-circular dripstone accented by a stone : 

keystone. The entryway is flanked on either side by a pair o! 
tall, narrow window openings capped by segmental drip1stones which 1 

. • I 

are also accented by stone keystones. On the second story leyel 
two pair of semi-circular headed window openings flank the semi
elliptical window opening in the central bay which differs from 
the rest by th~ presence of two stone keystones. The third . 
story of the tower contains a circular opening ringed by a brick 
frame and four symmetrically placed key·stones. The structure ; 
was served by four brick chimneys, two on the north facade which 1 

flank the tower and two directly opposite on the south elevation. 

Despite the deteriorated condition of the Office Building 
much of the interior woodwork remains including heavy bolection 

. moldings in the door and window enframernents, paneling beneath 
the windows, and panelle.d doors. • On the f .1rst f lo,or a cen.tral 
hall is flanked by two rooms on the west side and one large room 

I on the east. The stairway which originally consisted of three 
runs has been partially destroyed. 

,. Two wings adjoin the. main [structure. Perpendicular to the • 
,. more prominent north section is the ruin of a wing measuring 

five bays on the east and west elevations and three bays on 
the south Also constructed of brick, the wing has a water 

1 
table fashioned from molded brick, and windows similar to those 

. of the main structure. The roof has collapsed but evidence 
, on the back wall of the main structure indicates that it was a 

• 

I 
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simple gable. On the east side of the main structure stands a 
one-story brick wing, one bay long on the north and south 
elevations, and two bays wide on the east. The eaves are , 
finished by a simple cornice. 

. - I , 

' 

Across the brook from the Office Building are three rela~ive~y 
recent structures: a cinder-block industrial warehouse or manti-
f acturing plant occupied by Qm.e.ga Chemical Company, a Quonse.t ' 
hut, and the walls of an industrial building erected ca. 1940.~ 

There are several sites associated with the Foundry whicl 
are located in the vicinity. The residences of Kemble and Parrott 
have~• been derno .lished but several other dwellings, ' the ruins df 
t~e Chapel of Our Lady, and the Foundry Schoolhouse where 
apprentices received an education remain . • 
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A leading institution fmr the manufacture of iron and 
b,rass, the West Point Foundry was among the significan.t in
dustrial enterprises in the United States during the 19th· 
century. Co.nsidered at mid-century the largest esta~l~shment 
of its kind in the nation, the Foundry had a profound impact 
on almost every facet of life as represented by the far 
reaching range of products which were manufactured there. 
Its reputation for armament manufacture stems to a large 
extent from its production of the Parrott gun which provided 
·the Union Artillery with a significant advantage in accuracy 
and range during the Civil War. 

Keenly a~are of the disadvantages under which thi nation's 
military forces had labored during the war of 1812 owing 
to an insufficient supply of ordnance· . the governm.Ent 
resolved to promote by patronage the establishment of four 
foundries, to be located in different areas of the nation. 
It is presumed that James K. Paulding, Secretary of the 
Board of Naval Commissioners was instr1unental in channeling 
gover.nmental interest in an establishment near New York City 
to the foundry established in 1816-1817 by his brother-in-
law, Gouvernor Kemble. Kemble, organizer and chief 
entrepreneur of the Foundry, was a successful merchant, a 
member of the ,group of literati described in Washing·Lon 
Iruing' s Salmagundi, and during President Monroe• .s administra
tio,n served as, Consul to Cadiz ·where h ,e studied Spanish method -
of casting iron Later in his career he was twice elected 
t ,o the House of Representatives . (1837-1841) . 

Under Kembl,e 's leadership the West Point Foundry Associa
tion, of whic-h architect James R. Renwick was a charter 
member, acquired land from the Philipse family adjacent to 
the ,hamlet of Cold Spring. Ground was broken in June 1817 
for the construction of ,a molding h,ouse, b,oring mill, pattern 
~hopj . and dam. In July 1320 the Association received its 

See Continuation Sheet 
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first contract, for 32 forty-two po6nd cannon at $125 per ton, , 
from the federal government . 

• 

Beginning with the 1820 order, the Foundry regularly 
supplied governmental needs, and also engaged in numerous , 
private contracts. , A wide variety of products in iron and brass 
were manufactured i .ncluding machinery for the sugar industry, , 
stationary steam engines, ornamental cast iron fronts for build- 1 

ings, dumbells, window weights, garden furniture, coat racks, ! 
propeller shafts, stoves, boilers, cranks, scales, water presses, 
sleighs, bells, and trivets. The Foundry was sufficiently latge 
to _produce all the pipe for the Croton Aqueduct, in a addition 
to the first water mains in Ne\4, York City ., Boston and Chicago. 
Also cast at this site were engines for numerous Hudson Ri ver : 
steamboats, the h ,eavy wrought i .ron work for the steam frigate , 
Mississippi, the engines for the st,eam frigate Missouri (later 
known as the Confederate ironclad Merrimac), and the first iro~
hulled vessel lau.nched in the nation, the st,eam-powered revenu 

' cutter "Spencer,n built in 1844. The parts for the first two 
railroad locernotives produced in the United States were manufa6-
tured at the Foundry in Cold Spring and were assembled at the · 

1 
Foundry I s finis11i.ng shop which operated in New York City until 
1838 when the works were consolidated in Cold Spring. In 1831 
the Foundry produced the DeWitt Clinton, the first locomotive 
to operate in New York State. 

One of the Foundry's best known products was the Parrott 
Gun, the: gun which has been credited with enabling the Union to 
win the Civil War. Robert Parker Parrott (1804-1877) had 
become associated with the Foundry soon after his graduation from 
West Point in 1824. After at least ten years of experimentation, 
in March 1860 he devised a method for producing cheaply and 
efficiently rifled cannon with an accuracy and range superior to ' 
any previous design. Parrott 1 s invention accomplished for the 
artillery what rifling had done for small bore firing a century 
earlier. After the first B.attle of Bull Run Parrott Gannon w,ere 
in use in every major engagement in the Civil War. On June 24, 
1862 President Abraham Lincoln inspected the Foundry wh.ich was 
having such an impact on the artillery. Beginning with a ten
pound model, the Foundry produced 20,30,100,200, and 300 pound 
guns. By the close of five years of war, the United States had 
purchased 925 Parrott field guns 759 siege and seacoast guns, 
nearly 1,300,000 specially designed piojectiles and 368 gun 

1 carriages for the heaviest models. 
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The Foundry plant expanded continuously to accomodate 
increased contract demands . At the eve of the Civil War the site 
contain 1ed a molding house, gun foundry, three cupolas, three· air 
furnaces, two bciring mills, three blacksmith shops, a turning 
shop, a boil.er shop, and a trip hammer of eight tons used for · 
hea~y wrought iron work. In 1855 the Association repo~ted an - . 
annual income of $500,000,half of the foundry business in the 

. state. _ The foundry's prosperity caused corresponding growth 

. 

1 in the village as p·ersonnel increased, and the Foundry constructed 
dwellings and a school. Employntent averaged more than 500 during 
eighty years of operation, and peaked during the Civil War at more 
than 1000. ~ 

After the Civil War the Foundry produced ,armaments for 
South Americans and re-sumed • the manufacture of products such 
as machinery for sugar factories. The financial panic of 1833 
had a detrimental effect upon the foundry and resulted in a 
reorgan·2at1on of the company. In 1899 the West Point Foundry 
Association sold the property to the J.B. &J.M. Cornell Iron 
Company which moved much of its production from New York City 
to Cold Spring w.here it erected several n.ew buildings. After 
the Cornell Iron Company cease<l operation of the Cold Spring 
foundry in 191!, the plant served a series of manufacturing 
enterprises including a nut and bolt factory, a dye works, 
and a cotton company. Following a severe fire, the Cold Spring 
Dyeing and Processing Company abandoned the property. The site 
wa.s purchased in 1960 by Deuterium Corporation which now plans 
to preserve the Office Building and the Archeological remains 
and to incorporate them into the program of a large marina and 
hotel complex . 
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Addition to West Point Foundry District: 

Name: Chapel of Our Lady 

1 

' 

Sl'ATE. 

COUl-.iTY 

Putnam 
FO'R t~PS USE ONLY 

NT · Y NU·MBER 

I 
I -

Locatio1: Market street ii 

Cold Spr i11g 
Putna n County 

Owner: Chapel of Our Lady Restoration - Inc. 
Box 43 
Cold Spring-on-Hudson,, New York 

• 

Acreage:, less than one acre 

• 

Building is located on thre•e lots, whi.ch tog,eth_er total. lt:~ss 
th,an one acre. 

Structure is part of. West Po.int Foundry District--is incl1.~ded : 
~n the map of tlat district~ 

... 
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7. Descriptio 
• 

The Chape of Ou_ Lady at Cold Spring stands on a rocky 
promontory ov ~ -coking Foundry Cove and tl~ Hudso1 iver abo t 
fifty miles north of New York City. 

' 

The building was construc~ed ln 1833, a ~trjking landmark 
with classic features. The rectangular, one-~tory red brick 
Chur,ch has an i pos ng portico on 1.ts front (west}_ facade, w1.th 
four I stucco~covered br·ick. columns supporting a woode.n pediment . .. 

During the Civil War, cannonry testing at the nearby ~est 
Point Foundry sow akened the walls of the original chapel ttat 
the structure ad to b repa red at the rear of the building and 

I 

t"¼ro Victorian oteeple , one complet#e wi·th a cl.ock,. were added 
abo1e he roof of the original structure. 

A fire in the 1930's destroyed the steeples, leav·ng only 
the original struc . ure. Colonel aTacob uppert b-came intere,stecl 
in restoring the Cl1apel1 and. repl~aced the t1.m er rafters, b t 
later lo t interest in continuing the proJect 11en par1. hioners 
refused to sell the property. 

In 1970, the bu1l~di11.g, which has been empty i .nce 1906, 1as 
acqu:rred -by tl-ie Chapel of Our Lady Restoration, Inc., and effort.· 
are present y being made to restore it. The original portion 
will be returned to its original appearance on the exterior. 

I 
I 

The interior 1s presently deter·o ated, and ill be replaced by n 
interior of si, ple lines follo ing closely other interiors of 
similar buildi · gs. of the pe.riod. The second story of th_e trans,e ,t 
will be removed The first floor ~ 11 be retained and de1elo ed 
into m seum or library and caretaker's quarters 

• 

• 
' ' 1 

I I ll Ii, •,. 
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8. Signif.icance 

Freq ently depicted in nineteenth century collect~ons of 
Hudson Ri . r scenes, the Chapel of Our Lady at Cold Spring was, 
one regard 1ed as among the most beautiful la.rtdmarks •Of the Va.lle , . 

The Chapel was built for the Roman catholic laborers who, ha 
• been brou,ght from Ireland to vtork at .. the near}?y tqest Point Found y 

. 
The s ~-·te, s ·ome of the funds, and even the plan were suppJ_ie 

by an Episcopalian named Governeur Kemble who chartered the faun ry 
established ~t Cold Spring .in 1818. . 

Tl1e founder and first . p•astor v1as, Father O 1·Reilly, a Dominic · n 
prie t born in . Ireland, ordained in Bologna and deputed by the 
Right Reverend Bishop Dubois ~f New York) to found parishes ala g 
the Hudson River. The Chapel was dedicated in 1834. 

T,vo i.ctorian steeples . nd a transept '\vere add.ed to the Cha ,el 
in 1867 wen the building was rep~Lred and stren~thened _ 

Tl1e Chapel has been empty sinc_e 1.9-06 ~,hen ' -the congreqation 
moved to larger quartet·s. A fire which destroyed tl1._e steeples 
and a sooI1-aba.ndoned attempt at restoration becan1e a part of tl1e 
his ory 0¥ the Chapel in the 1930's. In 1970, citizens of Cold 
Spr:i11g, Garrison and New York City rallied to s .ave the buj .. ldj.ng, 
and the Capel of Our Lady Restoration, Inc . . bought the property 
Resto- ation plans are presently in progress . 

• 
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NEW YORK STATE ··-~ PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Buildin,g, South Mall, Albany, N. Y. 12223 

Alexander Aldrich 
Comm ;·ssioner 

Dr. William ~urtagh 
Keeper of the ~ational Register 
Roo, 3209 
11 100 L S,tr et, .W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

' 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

November 14, 1972 

As the State Liais ·on Of fie er, I run forwarding the 
enclosed nominat1or1 to the _ atio,nal Register of Historic 
Pl.aces: 

West Point Foundry, Cold Spring, Putnam County 

The a.bove ~ .. omination has been reviewed and ann _ oved 
I 

by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Histori - Preser~ 
vation in accordance with the criteria outlined in Section - - • ~ . 

2.2 of the Grants Guide. 

The staff of the State Board for Historic Preservation, 
the officially designated Preservat on Agency, would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss this submission ~-th your office. 

', .. 1 

., 

ALEX.4. Tf)ER ALDRICH 

• 

• 
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Jul ,y 16 , 19 7 3 

• 

. 
r-is Marguerite Mott 
Nati o1ial Register of Hi ,storic Places 
Depa tment of the Interior 
Washi:igton, D.,C. 202401 

Dear M. Mott: 

Although tl1e Chap 1 of Our l~ady i ,s inclu.ded in the .ap 
of the West Po nt Found y Dist~rict, Cold Spring, Putnam Cour1 ,Y, 
11.istorical and d.escripti,re • nforrnation on the strt1ct.ure were 
inadrertently left out of the nomination form when it wa for
warded to yo 

. 
vle are therefore, sending an addend.um t ,o tt1at nomiJ1atio11.. 

Please fj_n.d enclosed: a d ,escriptj~ot ctr:d statement cf signif~~cance, 
t.he 1 me of the preser1t o\mer, acreage and a ,photo·graph of ·.he 
buJ_ldJ_ng.. \ie would appreciate hearing frorn you if ~ e can furnish 
any additio al material. 

L ,W/cak 

Sincerely, 

i Or--- ~d~ a (11Jr, t 
~·! J~~ :. y.(~ tu 

L n Beebe Weaver 
Research ssi tant 
Division fo Historic 

Preservac..i.011 

•. 




