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The American Flag Ranch House is a one-story adobe building con 
sisting of four original rooms. The adobe portion of the building 
is approximately thirty feet by thirty feet square. A later addi 
tion has been added to the rear or west side and a screen porch has 
been added to the front or east side making the overall dimensions 
approximately 30 x 52 feet. The adobe has been plastered and painted 
white. The original adobe structure was flat-roofed but it is now 
topped by a gable roof sloping east and west which is covered by recent 
asphalt shingles in good condition. Shed roofs of the same "material 
extend the roof over the west addition and the east porch. Among, 
the original features of the house are a fireplace in the north wall along with 
early 4 by 4 casement and 6 over:6 double hung windows.

Included on the site is'a'one and one-half story barn of rough 
wood construction. An open shed is attached to the rear of the 
barn. The barn is covered by a gabled roof of corrugated metal which 
has begun to rust in several areas. To the north and east of the 
barn are log corrals composed of pairs of vertical posts supporting 
horizontally stacked logs and tied together with wire. The corral 
gates are recent and made of metal.

Additional features of the site include a well and water tanks, a 
woven wire fence around the house and a portion of the Oracle to Mt. 
Lemmon road, which crosses'the site north to south separating the 
house and well from the barn and corrals.

The 2.5 acre site, which is leased to the Arizona Historical Society 
by Special Use Permit from the Forest Service, retains much of 
its original setting surrounded by natural vegetation including 
several scrub oak trees.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Around 1877, Isaac Lorraine, a Frenchman from Martinique, discovered and 
founded the American Flag Mine, a short distance from several claims held by 
William Cody, better known as Buffalo Bill, and built his adobe house 
nearby. As the Apache and Campo Bonito mining groups swelled in pop 
ulation to several hundred, the need for a post office was determined, 
and on December 20, 1880, a post office was established with Peter F. Loss 
as the first postmaster, at the house which served as the American Flag 
Mine's headquarters and residence of Lorraine. Lorraine sold his 
mining interest to the Richardson Mining Company in 1881. A year later, 
Lorraine established a cattle ranch and became the postmaster until 
September, 1885, when Joseph L. Clark, who was to be the last postmaster 
took over. At that time, Lorraine moved to Phoenix to enter the real 
estate business. He was reported to be quite successful in his new 
venture.

By the late 1880s, the town of Oracle, which was established in 1873 
as a halfway point between Tucson and the copper mining districts 
to the north, had grown significantly and needed a post office. The 
post office at the American Flag Ranch closed down on July 16, 1890, 
to begin operating in Oracle, five miles to the north.

Since 1910 the Forest Service has owned the land, but the ranch house
itself has been owned by the various ranchers who held grazing leases
from the Forest Service. The house remained in service throughout
the years as a residence for ranch workers. The Mamoth Land and Cattle
Company held the first grazing lease, running between 350 and 500
head of cattle from 1914 to 1925 when they sold the lease to William
Huggett. In 1945, Mary West obtained the lease, and kept it until
1958, at which time Theodore and Elizabeth Vaitses controlled it. The
VY73C Ranch Corporation, owned by Thelma Rowe, took the grazing lease in 1965
On September 23, 1976, Thelma Rowe deeded the ranch house to the
Arizona Historical Society.

Evidence indicates this structure to be the oldest surviving territorial 
post office in the state. Its importance is as a multi-use building 
relating to the mining industry, ranching, and to postal history.

This building represents a combination of historical uses believed not 
to be found anywhere else in the state. Considering in addition its 
age, architecture, and location in the state, as well as its potential 
use as a small branch museum of the Arizona Historical Society, it 
appears to warrant National Register status.



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Barnes, Will C

Arizona Place Names, University of Arizona Press 19601953 
No author

1961 Arizona Territorial Post Offices and Postmasters.
Perry Collection, Arizona Historical Society Weson 

Arizona Historical Society
N.D. Unpublished documents. Tucson. Arizona_______

William

JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES

2.5 A

A 

C

ll« 21
ZONE 

1 1 1

151 2, 6L
EASTING
M . L

2,

l

8j C|

i 1

I3.(J Or 415iiBiOl
NORTHING 
1 , 1 , 1 , , i

el . i
ZONE 

DJ . 1

11,1,,
EASTING 
11,1.,

I! • 1 • L
NORTHING

| 1 , 1 , L
1 1 ]
1 J 1

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at % rock corner Sec. 8 and 9, TiOS, R16E; thence S 80°E, 325' to 
a power pole, thence N45°E, 376' to a power pole and true point of beginning; 
thence due north 340 feet to a corner; thence due east 270' to a corner; 
thence due south 390' to corner; thence due west 270' to corner; thence due 
north 50' to true point of beginning. This site of 2.5 acres includes main 
adobe building, barn and rail corrals._________________________
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