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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Zion Church has remained relatively unchanged since its erection.in 
18M-9. This rectangular brick structure, built on a Tennessee limestone 
foundation, contains onejstory and a basement. The overall dimensions 
are 80 T M- TT x 50 T l". THe solid masonry walls, made of natural brick 
laid in common bond, have stepped parapets on the (fioWH)linersoutTT 
ends. A receas-ed^porch is located on the south enqTwTfrh two square 
"columns supporting the upper wall. Eight supporting rods run through 
the building and are evident by the traditional star-shaped caps that 
decorate the south end of the structure. The roof is of composition 
shingles and five brick chimneys are visible above it. The building 
has four panel solid wooden doors and windows of stained glass that 
are 1/1 double hung with operable shutters.

Two doors enter directly ?into the sanctuary from the south end, one 
on either side of the pulpit. Stairways either side of the entry 
doors wind around modern toilets to the balcony. The ten-foot wide 
balcony is continuous on all but the altar wall. The walls and 
ceiling are painted plaster and the floor has carpet over a wooden 
floor. The basement contains the mechanical equipment room, kitchen, 
a large room and toilets. The basement has an exterior entrance on 
the east side.
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STATEMENTiOF SIGNIFICANCE

Zion church, used since its erection as a house for religious 
services, reflects in its architecture,stern tenets of the presby- 
terian community for which it was built. Its decoration is limited 
to such structural adornment as_JLts stepped gables, but it is 
representative of the sound and stable coriirronity of means that 
built it.

Descendants of John Knox migrated from Ireland and"Scotland to 
South Carolina in 1731. In 1805-6 eleven families moved westward 
to Maury County, Tennessee. They qrganiz,ed and built Zion Presby­ 
terian Church in J.807 on their 5,120 acres of land purchased from 
the heirs of GenT Nathanflel Greene, who received 25,000 acres now 
in Maury County for his services in the Revolutionary War. Here 
these pioneer settlers erected their homes and built a church. 
The first building of logs served six years, the second of brick 
served until 18,4-9, when this church was completed at a cost of 
seven thousand dollars. It has served as a religious and social 
center of the community to the present time.



Highsaw, Mary W. "A History of Zion Community in Maury County, 
1806-1860," Tennessee Historical Quarterly, Vol. 5, March,194-6, 
p. 3-34-.
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