é\lPS Form) 10400 QMS Ma 102*0011
Rv. M«

United States Department of the Interior L.« J W I
National Park Service
AG 01 131

National Register of Historic Piaces
Registration Form allaras

This form Is for us« In nominating or reque@ﬁng determinations of eligibliity for individual properties or districts. See instructions in QukMInM

for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete eachi e by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering
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1. Name of Property ~

historic name Nahant r.ivic Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 33? 334 Nahant Road. 15 Pleasant Street N/A Inot for publication™
city, town Nflhflnt N ZD vicinity

state tha<;<;arhi]<;etts code MA county Essex code 009 Zip code 01908

3. Clatalflcatlon

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Q private e bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
Q publicHocal [3 district 3 0 . buildings
n public-State e site . sites
* public-Federal | Istructure . structures

+ object ' i| .objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed In the National Register 0
m

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
AM[nomination ¢ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion,the property ~"meets Odoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

signd M Acert J'ngf ea _ , Executive Director, Y
statb€4iistoric Preservation Officer, Massachusetts Historical Gonmnssion
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. «  See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certlflcetlon fntagad ta ttie

|, hereby, certify that this property is: National HeglatefT
ryi entered In the National Register.
| I See continuation sheet.
e determined eligible for the National
Register. ¢ See continuation sheet.
| 1 deternriined not eligible for the
National Register.

Iremoved from the National Register.
« other, (explain:)

! Signature ofthe Keeper Date of Action

Y



Nohant Gvic Hstoric District, Nahant, Missachusetts

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions)
GYHERNNENT - city hall
EDONTON - |ibrary
@HERMNNT - post office

CDRART A/ TRAIE - general store

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Col oni al Revival
Jacobet han Revi val

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
HENMNT - city hall

EDONTON - |ibrary

GHERNMINT - post of fice

CDRER A/ - general store

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Grar_1ite _
walls Granite, Brick
roof Slate

other Vgod, Sandstone

The Nahant Gvic Hstoric District islocated near the center of the penisula

of which thetom of Nahart i s c

( onposed. Nahant, the southernnost towin
Essex Qounty, is attached by the sandy isthnus of
nai nl and of Missachuusetts.” Thedistrict

Long Beach, Lynn, to the

s situated on the east side of

Nahant Foad aneither side of the junction wth Pleasant Street. Qher than
the three buildings that conprise the nonnnated area, the surroundi ng

properties are residential wth houses
centuries. Thedistrict contains three

rimarl 1y fromthe 19th and 20th
uildings of the late 19%th and early

20th centuries, thetom hall constructed in buff brick, the libraryin
granite and the post officein clapboard. Thedistrict contains 's nost

significant public buildings, representin

late 19%th and early 20th centuries.
nassi ng and si ting.

na or architectural styles of the
i1dings are related in'scale,

The two entirely public buildings, the Golonial Revival Nahant Tom Hll MHC
#78) and the Jacobethan Revival Nahant Public Library (NAC #//)are similarly
sited oncorner lots mopFosHe sides of the intersection of Nahant Road and

P easant Street. Each bui

ding stands near the center of its lot, with

expansive sloping lawns in front, well landscaped with ornamental trees and

shrubery. These two bdl dings arelso strongly associated visually by their
nasonry construction I n an area of wooden residential buildings, and by their
nassi ng, consisting of numerous projecting slate-roofed gables.

The Post Office Block (VMHC#79)is sited directly on the sidewalk at the front

of its lot, unlike the Town Hall andLibrary.

However It is visually

associated with the Town Hall as another example of the Colonial Revival
style. It is also associated by Its use, asa public/commercial building in

an otherwise exclusively residential

The Post Office Block, (MHC #79) 33Rahant Road, a well preserved, handsomely
detailed Colonial Revival structure, is Nahant's only 19th or early 20th
century commercial block. Theclapboard building occupies approximately one
third of its lot. It is atwo-story, flat-roofed building with seven bays
articulated by one-story pilasters at the first and second stories, separated
by a cornice and signboard at the head of the first story. A full entablature
with dentil cornice andmodillions encircles the upper story. Second-story

| | See continuation sheet
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windows have dentil led caps, and contain 1/1 sash. The center bay at the
facade (west) contains a pair of narrow windows.

The building's few alterations' Involve entries and the storefronts. A central
entrance provides access to the second story, and is flanked by two three-bay
storefronts. The main entry, storefront entries and storefronts all have
transoms. The central entry and the Post Office entry (north) are flush with
the facade, while the commercial entry (south) is recessed. The central entry
and the Post Office entry both appear to have been altered somewhat, with the
area surrounding the Post Office door now clapboarded. The Post Office
storefront is otherwise intact, consisting of large windows and transoms, each
divided into three lights. The commercial storefront (south) has two-light
windows beneath transoms.

The north elevation possesses a one-bay return at the storefront, with
irregularly spaced windows at the first and second stories. The south
elevation has no windows at the first story and three Irregularly spaced
second story windows with 2/2 sash. Four interior chimneys are evenly spaced.

The Nahant Public Library (VHC #77) is the town's only building in the turn of
the century Jacobethan Revival style, and is a richly detailed example. The
building is constructed of varl-colored Weymouth seam-faced granite ashlar
with Ohio sandstone trim including quoins, sills, lintels and beltcourses. It
is one story high, with a light green slate gable roof and two projecting
gabled sections at the facade (south). The main entry is between the two
front gables, recessed within a Tudor arched opening; a side entry exists at
the west elevation. Fenestration is characteristic of the style; casement
windows are arranged in groups of three and four, with multiple lights and
transoms. A veranda extends west from the main entry to the side entry,
enclosed by a granite wall. Other features include a chimney near the main
entry, flush eaves and decorative copper gutters and downspouts. The
prominent corner lot 1s beautifully landscaped.

The interior of the library is entirely Intact, retaining significant
decorative finishes as well as many original furnishings. The main entrance
opens onto a.central delivery hall. The building's east end is occupied by a
reading room (south) and the stacks (north); to the west is the former
Selectmen's room (now the children's room, south), a hall to the west entry,
and the former Town Clerk's room (north). Rooms are finished with dark
cypress, except the reading room, which is finished in quartered oak.
Finishes include ornately panelled walls, richly carved mantelpieces and . -
coffered ceilings.

Nahant Town Hall (MHC #78) is an excellent example of the type of Colonial
Revival style design popular for public buildings of the early 20th century.
Constructed on an H plan, the building is buff brick with cast stone trim and

(continued)
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a gabled slate roof. The front section Is five bays wde with acentral entry
Pavmon and a cupol a; the neeting hall forns the Cross of the H extending
hree bays to the north to a parallel section matching the front. The entry.
pavilion is pedinented, and trinmed with swags, a shield, and garlands. Doric
columms flank the recessed entry, with a broken pedi nent bel owa segnental
arched transom The cupola rises froma rusticated square base witha
lunette, and consists of an octagonal, Doric col unmed base with a gilded
done. Wndows are triple hun% g&8set inblind segnental arches, with the
exception of the wndows onthe neeting hall, which are Palladian. Qher
detalls Include parapet qabl_e ends, and a piazza along the Eelevation. Like
the library, the Tow Hall is largely Intact, andretains nany significant
finishes and furnishings. Ahalf flight of stairs rises fromthe center entry
to the main floor, where the floor plan consists of pairs of offices at each
end of atransverse hall (east to west), with the neeting hall opening to the'
north. The neeting hall possesses cak door and w ndow cases, baseboar d,

chair rail. The base of the stage, acrossthe rear of the room is panelled
in oak with an oak counter, turned balustrade, fluted square newels and swng
gate. Thestairs leading fromthe entry to the nain corridor have panel | ed
newel s and i ron Qraftsnan bal ustrades. " Lighting the corridor are two original
light fixtures, each possessing an ue white shade in a bevel ed oni on shape
with aband across the top inaG key motif.

., (conti nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wi e no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district itis
possible that sites are present. Sx prehistoric sites are recorded in the
eneral area (wWithin onemle). In general, however, the district's poor
ocational criteria for prehistoric sites,, particularly its distance from
water, the district's snmall size (2 acres) and historic period devel opnent
within the district indicate alow potential for significant prehistoric

ar chaeol ogi cal  survivals.

There is ahigh potential for significant historical archaeol O?I cal remains
within the district, Controlled testing and excavation can determne whet her
or not survivals exist for several 19th century institutional andresidential
structures originallylocated rear the junction of Nahant Road and M easant
Street, the focus of” public buildings 1n Nahant since the early 19th century.
Structural remains nay exist for the 1812 post of fice whose |ocation is

uncl ear but reported on sone 19th century naps at the site of the present town
hall at the corner of Nahant Road and Pleasant Street. Structural remains nay
al so exist for the 1819 stone school/library originally located on Pl easant
Street In atown park behind the present ||braré6%m|d| n%. That |ocation nay
al so contain survivals of the 181 school and 1868 town hall, both denol i shed
in the early 20th century. Nneteenth century residential survivals and the
renains of astore nay exist in the area know as Post (Office Bock next to
the town hall, constructed in 1900.  Qccupational related features (trash
p{ts,t privies, andwel|s) nay survive around residential and sone civic
structures.

(end)



Nahant Qvic Hstoric District, Nahant, Mssachusetts

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally » statewide | X] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ]AnB | T]cnD

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A Q B Q C =« « QF QG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARH TEOURE - 1895-1912 1895: Publ. Library
CDRIN TY AN NG & [(RH (PNAND : 1900: Post OFf. Bi

1912: Tom Hal |

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

MA Andrews, Jaques & Rantoul
- Ball & DCabrey

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Nahant Givic Historic District Includes thethree %Eelic bui | di ngs formng :
anmunicipal center in anotherwse residential area. area has been f ]
cont i nuously occupi ed by school and town buildings since 1819; these three ' :
bui | dings were construcfed between 1895 and 1912. The district neets Criteria '
Aand Cfor listing onthe National Register, andis significant on thelocal o !
level. It possesses historical associations wth com_munlt% Pl anni ng and *
devel opnent as Nahant's |ate 19thcentury growh required better and | arger %
facilities for Pubhc buildings. It is also significant for thequality of '"a J
architectural styles extant. . . _ _ ' "1
The district possesses integrity of |ocation, desi %n, setting, materials and

vor knanship fromits devel opnent between 1895 and 1912, . - N

Nahant s the southernnost town in Essex QGounty, Massachusetts. [t is a  ,o *f "
eni nsul a extending into Massachusetts Ba?/, connected tothenainland at Lynn I
B% Long Beach, a sandy isthnus. Original ?/ part of 17thcentury Lynn and -t g
the 19th century on of its wards, Nahant finally won incorporafion as an '
| ndependent town i n 1853. - e otV

During the Colonial Period, Nahant was used as common lands for pasturage

before mid-century fishing, farming and woodcutting had become important

activities. Scattered European settlement did not occur until the late 17th

century, with settlement focused in the middle third of the peninsula along

Nahant Road in the vicinity of Wharf Street, a short distance from the future

location of the Nahant Civic District. A 1706 Lynn committee report to

divided the town's common lands, creating ranges with strips of land between

the ranges called range roads. The roads form the basis for much of Nahant's v

present street pattern. Pleasant Street was one of those early range roads.

In 1800 only three families were In residence here, yet Nahant's residents
were already taking in boarders prior to 1800 and the town claimed its first
hotel (at Bass Point) by 1803. In 1821 Thomas Handasyd Perkins and William
Payne's purchase of the east end of the peninsula laid the groundwork for

iy ", A Mt Ty Psee continuation sheet
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9. Malor Blbllograpiiicai References

See Continuation Sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

O previously listed In the National Register

O previously determined eligible by the National Register

ED designated a National Historic Landmark

Nahant, Massachusetts

rX| See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office

| 1 Other State agency

[l Federal agency

Q Local government

O recorded by Historic American Buildings d University
Survey #  other N A VAR
[m recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository;
Record # Massachusetts Historical Commission
10. Qeographlcal Data
Acreage of property  Apprnximatel v ? acres
UTM References
ALLJSU 13425310 14i619i8 4i810 BLLIJ 13Mi2BIOIOI 14i6 19i8 14 i210
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
c LL9) mBui2iigio Mi6Di8 Bi8 IO " i DILJ) BU2 40l 146 © 8141510
E19 342460 4698480 '
F19 342500 4698460 OSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Nehnt Civic District i s show onthe attached assessor's nap,
and consists of lots 4A8 516 and 5-14.

| 1 See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundary of the district i s based on the civic/commercial use of thethree

bui I di ngs, which have formed the institutional core of the tow since their construction.
All adjacent properties are vacant or residential.

I 1 See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By Director, Massachusetts Historical
namattitiff Kim Withers Brengle, Preservation Consultant,

oganizaion Mflssfichu sftits Hif*torical Cnmmissinn
street & number 80 Bovlston Street
city ortown  Boston

Commission
with Betsy Friedberq. National

dee .Inly 1991
telephone  (fii?) 7?27-ftd7n
.state Ma<;<;arhii<;pt.t<; zip code 02116

Register

*U.S.QP0:1SS8-0-223-916
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devel opnent as a resort for wealthy Bostonlans. Wth the realization of the
town's recreational potential, the scranble for |and ownership began, and
| nprovenent s rapidly followed.

The focus of public buildi ngs near the junction of Nahant Road and P easant
Street began early Inthe 19th century with construction in 1819 of a stone
school house which” housed ot her connunity activities, includi n% the ||brar¥

al so established i nthat year. Nahant residents had gained their om pos
office 1n1812. The pattern continued with the replacenent of the stone
school house ca.1850 wth another school, and construction of a tow hall in
1868. This institutional devel opnent was concentrated on the east side of
Measant Street, slightly north of the I|brar¥1. Wen a high school ves
established in 1876, classes net inthe town hall, a practice which continued
until_the construction of the Valley Road School 1n 1905 The present sites of
the Town Hall and Post Office, just west of "the intersection of Nahant Roed
ad Pleasant Street, were occupied i nthe md 19th cent ur%/ by several

resi dences and the village store, which houses the post office (by 1847).

Q the other institutional buildings discussed above, none survive. The

| ocation of the 1912 post office isunclear. However, naps of the 1870s show

the post office occu yl ng a building on the site of the present town hall.

The 1819 stone school /1 1brary vas denolished for the construction of the 1851

wooden school building. The 1851 school and the 1868 town hall stood on |and

directly behind the present |ibrary building énortheast on Pleasant Street, at

that time. Shool Street) on land now occupied by a town park. The school wvas

used until construction of the 1905 Valley Road School, and was denolished

sonetine later. The 1868 town hall remained inuse until the present building

was conpleted. Soon after, the ol d town hall ves denolished. The |ot on

\tl\ﬂl ch é e Iea% |ier school and town hall stood have renained undevel oped since
eir denolition.

Nohant's growth during the late 19th and early 20th centuries vas dranatic,
with the populationnearly tripling from475 in 1870 to 1387 in 1915 The
town's econony had al ways™ been based al nost entirely on the tourist trade, and
this continued to be true even as the year-round popul ation expanded. The
growth of both the pernanent and surmer popul ations during the decades at the
turn of the century resulted i naccelerated construction of institutional

bui | di n%. At the civic core, the Nahant Public Library was constructed in
1895, the Post Ofice Bock in 1900, and the Nahant Town hall in 1912.

The institution which devel oped into the Nahant Public Library was founded i n
1819 when sunmer resident WIIliam Vod col [ ected over 1000 books and founded a
subscription library, ad i s anang the earliest public librariesin
Massachusetts. Viod reconmended fhat a charge of 4 12 pence for snall

vol unes and 9 pence for |arge volunes be charged, with the proceeds to be
applied to the annual purchase and planting o shade trees and shrubsin

(conti nued)
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Nahant. The books were deposited In the stone school house on P easant Street,
with teachers serving as librarians. Athough noved to the 1850 school onthe
sae site, andofficrally taken over by the town in 183 the library fell
dormant until itsnave in 1872into arocomin the town hall.

A that time it was established as afree |ibrary andthe collections and
circulation Increased steadily. In 1879 anel| was added to the Tom Hill to
expand the |ibrary; it was deScribed by Fred Wison In Sine Anal s of Nahant,
Massachusetts as an East| ake-styl e room

Havi ng out grown the space inthe town hall, public discussion abot
construction of anewlibrary buil ding began by 1891. Concern was ex
inthe annual reports of the Li brary Trustees that afireproof buil
essential, and that it "shoul d be ornanental enough to be acredit |
enterprise of the town." The site was selected as aresult of survey

Nahan propert?/ owners. Aconpetition was held to sel ect adesig
library, wth th

elibrary trustees assisted by the head of the Mass:

I nstitute of Technol ogy (MT) Architecture Departnment. Plans wer

IE}/ the firnms of Shepl ey, Rutan and Coolidge; Little, Brown and Moor
eters; Andrews, Jaques and Rant oul ; eel er and Nort hend; and the
firm Ball and Dabney of Bost on. -

Gound vas broken Ny 14, 1894, and the newli brar¥ opened June 1, 18%. The
| andscape architect was Ernest W Bowditch of Boston, aprolific |andscape
architect andcivil engineer wo had strong professional and personal ties to
naan%/ a11: fgéan(t)ogonmunl tires surrounding Boston. The project was conpleted at a
cost o , 000.

The Post Office Block stands on asite previously occupied by several houses.
By 1896 the land was vacant and owed by Francis H Johnson, wWno had this
bui | ding constructed in 1900. Johnson, W0 was in the fish Industry witha
market 1 n Boston, was active in devell\gﬂ n? real estate in Nahant in‘the late
19%th andearly 20th centuries. 332 Nahant Road was occupi ed by the Post
Ofice in 1901, andthe followng year George E Poland naoved his grocery
store to the building, having operated at the corner of Nahant Road and

P easant Street previously. Poland's store closed prior to 1928 the Post
Ofice still, occupies the building along with a convenience store.

Tre last of the three buildings constructed in the Nahant Gvic District was
the Nahant Town Hall. Previously located in the 1868 Tom Hall which stood
across P easant Street, town offices had outgrown the building by the late
19th century. The 1895 |ibrary Included a Selectnen's Roomand a Tomn derk's
Foom while the Tom Hall continued to house other town and school functions.

Acormttee vas aPpoi nted in 1910 to consider expansion and renovations to the
existing Tom Hal[. The Boston architectural firmAndrews, Jagues and

(conti nued)
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Rantoul was hired for anopinion onthe merits of renovation or a new

building. Robert Andrews' January, 1911 response stated that the original

bui I ding was "wthout architectural merit, and has anInferior location for a

bui I ding which should be the chief architectural feature of atow." Hs

trrt]acoirlmkcgendatlon was for the construction of a newTown Hall onthe | ot opposite
e llbrary.

Included with the report were plans and a rendering of a Colonial Revival

style buildi nﬁ. The bui I ding proposed by Andrews was simlar in style, scale
plan to the building his firmultinmately designed for construction;

however, it was to bered brick with adark blue slate hlpped roof, and the

entlry was |ocated beneath acollosal elliptical portico with paired lonic

col unms.

Radesié:med by Andrews, Jagues and Rantoul, Town Hall was built onthe site of
the Qd Village Sore and several houses, which were renoved ween the Towm
urchased the land in 1911. The building was erected in 1912, the dedication
ook place Novener 9, 1912.

1 : (cont i nued)
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Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for
providing detailed information on the social, cultural, and economic patterns
that characterized the communitie’s development as a resort for wealthy
Bostonlans and later as a residential community. Structural survivals may
enable the reconstruction of the town's first early 19th century civic
structure, all located in the same general area and which none survive.
Residential survivals and related occupational related feature from the

district can help document the districts/town's population change during the
19th century.

-yy . (end)
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NATIONAL
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July 23, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear N8, Shull:

Encl osed please find thefollow ng nomnation:

Nahant Gvic Historic District, Nahant (Essex County), Massachusetts.
There have been no owner objections for the properties!isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and has been
signed by the Sate Hstoric Preservation Oficer. Qwers were notified of
pendi n ate Review Board consi deration 30-75 days before the neeting and
\é\e{e afforded t he opportunity to comment. No conments have been received to
ate.

Pl ease note that the US Postal Service is thelessee, not theower, of the
property it occupies.
Sincerely,

7

Betsy Friedber i
National Register Director
Missachusetts Historical Qonmassion

encl osure

cc. Rchard J. Lonbard, Chairnan, Board of Sel ectnen
Nahant Historical Gonnhssion . .
KimWthers Brengle, Northfield Preservation Associates

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



