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AREA FORM NO. 

455 

Town Southbridge 

Address ^5 West Street 

Historic Name Hamilton Mill/west Street 

Factory Housinc 

Use: Present res i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1831-1855 

Source maps 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) hi DM. 

Condi t ion Poor 

Moved Date 

Acreage QO^ (XST^-af kSS 

Se t t ing mixed c o m m e r c i a l / i n d u s t r i a l / 

r e s i d e n t i a l area 

UTM REFERENCE \ ^ H A A ' h Z c j A b b Z inZO Recorded by E. Woodford, ed. S. Ceccacci 

USGS QUADRANGLE 5D(A.-tilC?ndy- /U CT 

SCALE \''r7S.m) 

Organizat ion Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
miss ion 

Date Mav 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

West S t r e e t Tenement i s s i g n i f i c a n t as r a r e s u r v i v i n g h o u s i n g o f 
S o u t h b r i d g e ' s e a r l y m i l l development a t Globe V i l l a g e , meeting 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C. I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y oF s e t t i n g , 
l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . 
The b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 
c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 
The second in- a row of four frame tenement houses b u i l t by the Hamilton Woolen M i l l for i t s 
workers, t h i s building i s the best preserved. Greek Revival i n s t y l e , i t has four facade 
bays with entrances on the front and sides. Like other worker housing b u i l t during the 
early to mid—19th century by the company, these tenements show a high degree of architectural 
pretension. Bea:ring the same ornamental details seen on mid and upper income le v e l houses of 
the day, each of these buildings looks similar to a substantial Greek Revival farmhouse with 
heavy paneled corner p i l a s t e r s and a wide entablature on the main facade. Later frame m u l t i -
family housing b u i l t by Hamilton, such as a group (ca. 1870's) S t i l l standing but altered^on 
M i l l Street, nJhifit M/fci* plainer and less imposing than these. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
This building and those on either side of i t composed a group of three apparently i d e n t i c a l 
tenement houses which were already shoTO standing on the 1855 Southbridge map. A fourth 
tenement house was b u i l t to.the wesf of these three between 1870 and 1879. The e a r l i e r 
three buildings were part of an extensive building e f f o r t by the Hamilton Woolen Company 
between the l a t e 1830's and the C i v i l War which resulted from the success and expansion 
of the company following the introduction of the manufacture of deslaines i n 1844. During 
th i s period the manufacturing plant was greatly expanded and housing for managerial, middle 
lev e l employees and workers were b u i l t by the company or under i t s encouragement. 
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PROPERTY Hamilton Mill—West Street Factory Housing 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Southbridge MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/15/89 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000541 

NOMINATOR: STATE 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
^materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness ' ' 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
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context 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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