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1. Name

historic First Baptist Church in Newton

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 848 Beacon S cnmer -of C tre. Stge’\t"" not for publication
city, town Neawton vicinity of congressional district 4th
state M assachusetts code 025 oouty Middlesex code 018
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) A private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment A religious

object /Vn in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

nane First Baptist Church i nNewton

street & number 848 Beacon Street

city, town Newton vicinity of gtate MA 02159
5. Location off Legal Description

ocouthouse regidry of desds eéc. Middlesex County Registry of Desds

street & number 40 Thomdike Street

city, town Cambridge dae MA 02141

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

| nventory of the Historic Assets of the
Gnmmnweal t h has this property been determined elegible? yes X no

date Sept. 15, 1979 federal : state county local
depogtory for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commisson

city, town Boston dae Mass



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent. deteriorated unal t ered X original site :
X good rui ns altered noved date Nn
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The First Baptist Church inNewton i s |ocatedat the busy intersection of Beacon and Center

Streets. The main body of the Church faces east on Center Street, while the Parish Hall wng

extends at right angles to the north and Beacon Street. Diagonally opposite the Churchis a

sizeabl e grassed park area, Newon's colonial comnmon. The Church serves as a transition from

coomercial toresidential uses being abutted to the northand east by primarily one story
pgmmrm al structures and to the south and west by late nineteenth century single famly res-
i dences.

The ChurchjWth its Parish Hall, is an excellent exanpl e of the R chardsoni an Ronanesque styl e,

with its enphasis on horizontal nass and asymmetry. Typically, it isconstructedof rock

faced granite with dark red East Longneadow sandstone trim The trim forns strong horizontal
belt courses, accentuates door and w ndow openings (often round arched) and forns decorative
banding pattems. The conplex gable roof i s covered with gray slate.

The Church follows a Greek cross plan and is enclosed by intersecting gable roofs. The apse
at the westemend, which houses the chancel, is enclosed by a conical roof. The Parish Hall

which isattached to the Church at the northwest coner, assunes a basically rectangular form

with projections and isenclosed by a gable roof. The Church neasures approxi mately 85' x| 35
viiile the Parish Hall neasures 50' X75'.

The Church interior which seats 600 i s domnated by four low, broad arches formng the central

crossing. Extensive omamentation, nuch of it Christian synbols, ranges fromel aborate stenv

cilling and gold trimalong the arches to arich, gold frieze surroundi nP the roomatop the

dado and a*an at the comi ce line. North and south transepts each have [arge, stainedglass
rose w ndows dom nati n? the gable ends and a simlar half rose w ndow throughout are opal es-

cent glass, inthe style of LaFarge and Tiffany, and have been maintained i n excellent condi-
ton. ~ The clock which hangs on the east wall was huilt by SnonWllard in 1826 and hung as

wel | inboth of the Church's earlier buildings. The original carved oak pews have renai ned

unchanged.

In 1963 an educational wing was added abutting the west edge of the Parish Hall and running
parallel to Beacon Street. [I”asuringfrom?50 feet by 75 feet, it is 2% stories above grade,
flat roof, sheathed insplit faced conposition stone.; It houses classroons, offices, nur-
sery, and a largeparlor. Architects were Harold C Knight 7\ssociates (later Knight, Bagge
and Anderson), Boston. The building i snot sensitively added, but detractsmnimally from
the original buildings because of its |ocation at one edge.

Al'terations to the original buildings except to attach the educational wing have been
mnor involving principally nodem zing the Parish Hall (Chapel) and rearranging el enents
(organ, pulpit, choir) inthe chancel. Electric lighting was added to the Church i n 1901.

The nain elevation (east) consists of a broad gable, a projecting porch and a tall bell tower
at its northemconer. The porch contains a triple arched Syrian portal reached by a flight

of three steps. | tisdecorated with pattemed sandstone bands and topped by a trefoil

pierced parapet. The gable contains a |arge semcircular |ight with radiating sandstone bars
at its base and i s also decorated with pattemed sandstone bands. A triple wndowlightsits

apex, above which rises a sandstone cross. The tower rises froma square buttressedbaseto
an eight sided configuration and is enclosed by a polygonal roof. Grgoyles project from

N
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four sides of the tower at md height; above this are eight tall round arched openings behind
wiich isthe belfrey.

The south elevation i sdomnated by the broad gable of the transept armwhich contains a large
rose w ndow set within a round arch. The west elevation consists of the conical roofed apse
whi ch contains four round arched w ndows, and a snal | pol ygonal projection at the southem
coner. The north elevation, like the south, i s domnated by the transept arm containing a
rose wndow The Parish Huse continues the design el enents of the Church with the execep-
tion of the w ndows which are square headed rather than arched. Chimnmey stacks rise from

it north and south elevations and pol ygonal projections are |ocated at each coner with the
exception of the southwest which i s attachedto the Church.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecturereligion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law sci ence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature scul pture
1600-1699 architecture education military soci al /
1700-1799 art engineering music humani tari an
A1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement phi | osophy . theater
1900- communications industry pol i tics/ gover nment transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1888 Buiicter/Achftect  John Lynan Faxon

Stat ement of Significance (inoi”eparag raph)' "’

The First Baptish Church i nNewton possesses integrity of location, design, mterials,

and wor kmanshi p and enbodi es the distinctive characteristics of the R chardsoni an Ronanesque
style thereby neeting criterion C It ishistorically significant as the hone of Newton's
first Baptist congregation.

The Church i s the work of JChn Lynan Faxon (b.1851), Boston architect strongly influenced

b?/1 hisbrilliant cont eerorar?/, Henry Hobson R chardson.  Richardson's spirit 1sevident in
the sim’laritr of the over-all plantothat of Trinity Church (1877), of the tower toR chard-
son's Town Hal | inNorth Easton (1881) and of the porch to Austin Hal | at Harvard LawSchool
(1883), aswell asthe use of FRomanesque detailing executed i nrock faced granite and brown-
stone. R chardons's powerful, uniquely Arerican style was eclipsed within a decade by nore
traditional classicism andwell executed exanpl es of "R chardsoni an Fonanesque" such as Fir st
Baptist Church are conparativelyrare.

Faxon was sai d t o have studied the best churches of Europe and applied nany of their features
to the First Baptist. The strong Byzantine decoration of the interior issaid to have been
influenced by St. Mark's Basilica i nVenice. Faxon's other churches include Rollins Chapel
(Dartnouth College), the Central Baptist Church (Norwich, Connecticut?{ the First Gongrega-
tional Church (Detroit, Mchigan), and the Mount Oivet Baptist Church (Mssachusetts Ave.,
Canbridge). Faxon al so designed the Hotel s Kensington andVictoria i nthe Back Bay, the East
Boston H gh School, and the Ferdinand Department Store at 2260 Washington Street, | n Roxbury.

Cost of the First Baptist Church was reportedly about $90,000. Construction was by the firm
of Nead, Mison and ., and interior decorationws by L. Haberstrothfi Son, a Boston decor-
ating firmknown for their work on the Col onial and Saxon/ Myj estic Theatres.

The First Baptist Church i nNewton i s anong the ol dest Baptist congregations i nthe state.
Baptists were recorded as [iving i nNewton as early as the 1720's, but growth of the sect was
sl ow and narked by persecution. [t was not until 1776 that Newt onBaptists were relievedof
the obligation of paying taxes i nsupport of established congregational churches. Four years
later, in 1780, a congregationwas assenbl ed and t he next year arough, unplastered bamlike
meet i ng house was begun al ongsi de Baptist Pond (nowCrystal Lake). Fifteen years later the
congregation was finally able to afford a stove; twenty one years later, i n 1802, the stnt-
ture was enlarged. 1n 1836, the congregationconstructed a larger Ronanesque Revival neeting
house i n a nore conveni ent |ocation, the comer of Beaconand Center Streets. The second
bui I ding was renodel | ed i n 1856 and 1869 and finally was noved fromthe site to nake way for
the present church, the third neeting house, dedicated on Novenber 1, 1888. Thelatter is
now t he only one of the three still standing.

Anong t he di stinguished | eaders of the church over the years were its second pastor. Father
Grafton, mnister for nearly half acentury (1788-1836) and one of the founders of the Newt on
Theol ogi cal Institute (now Andover-Newt on Theol ogi cal School) i n 1825.

In 1818, Ms. Charles Hyde founded the church's Sabbath School, one of the earliest in



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Ki ngs Handbook of Nevrton, MF  Saeetser, Boston, 1889. Mrror of Newton Past and Present,
Newt on Federation of Vdnen' s O ubs, Newton, 1907. History of the Early Settlement of
Newt on From 1639- 1800, Francis Jackson, Boston, 1854.  Tercentenary History of Newt on,
1630- 1930, Henry K FRowe, Newton, 1930. History of Newt on, Massachusetts, 1630-1880, SF.

Smth DD (mnictcr of [ et BRotist niiirriij iinstnn, i»i
NQ GeOOraOllical Dat a Hstorical sketch of The First Baptist Church, ED
' 3 - Uar-r-nnV-~ MoT.r-hr.T> "~ 1Qi;i; fANa-m
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Hgg(seg sectlon 6I§ng|neer|ng Dept. Blcok/Section Mg. The church occupies lot 15,

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state 4/A~ code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

. CGandace Jenkins, Registration Director, MG with
nand/title Elsie M Husher, Chairman, Newt on Hi storical Qnmissinn

organi zation Massachsuetts Historical Conm ssion A Cct ober 1. 1980
street & number 294 \Mshi ngt on Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston. state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
n national State local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth t>y~the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title ExecutiveDirector, Massachusetts Historical Commssion date

For HCRS use only
' I hereby certify that this property is Included In the National Register

Entered in the
latlonal fieglatar

date

(eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Masschusetts. The Rev. Samuel F Snith, minister from 1842-1854, was the author of the
lyrics to "Awerica". Ms. Gardner Col by, a nenfber of the congregation, was instrunmental

in the founding of the Vidnen' s American Baptist Foreign Mssion Society in 1871, while her
husband, Gardner Col by, successful dry goods nerchant, becane a generous benefactor to
Baptist ventures and gave his nane to Col by Hall (listed on the National Register) at
Andover - Newt on Theol ogi cal School and to Colby College i nMine. Gher pastors include

Rv. WIlliamNewton Carke, author of Qutlines of Christian Theol ogy, a book which shaped
the theological thinking of divinity students and clergynmen alike at the tum of the century;
Rev. Edgar Mullins, later President of the Baptist Vorld Alliance; Rv. BEhory Hunt, President
of Denison University before being called to Newon , and Bucknel | University after; and

Rv. Gne E Bartlett, the present mnister, who served previouslyas President of Col gate-
Rochester Divinity School.
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504
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TELEPHONE
7100

LA3IT of ~Nr-vvlion, i7iflssarhiir.rtls

Incor/iralrJ 1B"™

CITY HALL

COMMDNWEALTH AVENUE AND WALNUT STREET

NEWTDN CENTRE 02159
THEODORE D MANN

NOV 24 mo

21 Novarmba 1980
N2T. GOMM
Patricia L. Vésl owski
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion
294 \Mshington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear N&. Vsl owski :

| strongly believe that the First Baptist .Cwrch should be nomnatedto
the National Register of Historic Places, for the follow ng reasons:

The First Baptist Church in Newon was designed by John Lynan Faxon, a
Boston architect strongly influenced by the work of Henry Hobson R chardson
(architect for the Bigel ow House, but better known for Trinity Church in

Copl ey Square, Boston). Constructed in 1887, i tis a building of high

extertor and interior architectural quality in R chardsoni an Fonanesque

style. My architects and architectural historians believe that this church
burlding is Newon's finest piece of architecture. The building s magnificent
features have been careful ly naintained inside and out by its congregation.

In 1980, the First Baptist Church in Newton is cel ebr_atiné; i ts200th anniv-
ers%ry gls a congregation; i tis Newon's oldest established congregation still
gat her ed.

Reverend Joseph Grafton, the church's second mnister 1788-1836, was one of
the founders of the Newton Theol ogical Semnary in 1825 the first Bapti st
semnary in the United States. It is nowcalled Andover-Newton Theol ogical
School and is Protestant interdenomnational. In addition. Reverend Sanual
F Smth, mnister 1842-1854, was the author of the lyrics tothe bel oved
patriotic hynm, "America."

| enthusiastically support this nomnation.

Sincerely,

. < N\/\
Theodore D r\gnn y

Mayor
leth



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 2594 Was'\t}lingtonhStreet
oston, assachusetts
HISTORICAL 5708 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

December 12, 1980

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief
Registration Branch
Heritage, Conservation and
Recreation Service

DOI, W44

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find thefollowing nomnation forms:

Chel sea-C. Henry Ki mball House (Local)
Great Barrington-Searles Castle (national)
[ pswich-Turner Hill (state)

Newt on- First Baptist Church (Local)

R chmond- Goodwood (national)

Al'l' have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by theState Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of t heabove properties
all consent t otheir nomnation.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenkins
Registratiorr>Dlrector

Cl/ 1k ' '



First Baptist Church i n Newton
848 Beacon Street
Newt on, M\

The owner was originally notified of MHC s intent to nom nate on 11/7/80.
A letter of support was sent by thecity mayor.

The State Review Board considered the nomnation on 12/10/80 and voted
unani mously i nfavor.

The nomi nation was submtted to the National Register on 12/12/80; i t
was returned to MC on 12/13/81.

*Onnership was verified on 12/2/81 and the owner was renotified of
Massachusetts Historic Conmission's intent to nom nate on 12/14/81.
No responsewas received.



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REJ STER F H STAR C ALAES
STATE MSSACHEETTS

Date Entered APRL 15 1982

Nane Location
First Baptist Church in Newton Newt on
M ddl esex Gounty
Roughan Hal | Bost on ( Char | est own)

Suffol k” Gounty

Notified
Honorabl e Barney Fank State Historic Preservation Oficer
Honorable Thonas P O Neil |, Jr. Ms. Patricia L. Véslowski
Honorabl e Ecvard M_Kennedy Executive Director, Missachusetts
Honorable Paul E Tsongas H storical QGonmissi on
294 \Mdshington Street
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NPS Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202) 272-3504



