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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The area covered by this nom nation consists of approxi mately £our-and- one-hal £
acres located at the sunimt (elevation 170') and al ong the south sl ope of High
Rock. The area i s asteeply sloping hillside which i s studded with |arge out-
croppnygs of porphyry andwhi ch commands views of Boston, Nahant, and Sal em
Properties included i nthis i>mnation are H gh Rock Park, H gh Rock Tower

H gh Rock Cottage (22 Johns Avenue), Daisy Cottage (17 Canpbell Terrace) and

30 Johns Avenue.

Hffl ROOKTOMR The present H gh Rock Tower i s t he second observationtowerto
occipy Its site. The structure issquare i nplanandrises i nthree stages, its
wal | s tapering inward. The body of the tower i s constructed of reddish granite
rubble set on abase of rock-faced gray granite ashlar. Coner quoins, quoined
w ndow and door trim and crenellations areall nade of rock-faced gray granite.
Set inthe center of the structure i sabrick cylinder which contains a stairway
leading t othe tower's roof observationdeck. The north elevation contains the
tower's entry, centered onthe first story. The entry i s framed by an arched
opening with granite voussoirs and an extrados of three projecting courses by
gray granite. At thesecond story aretwo arched openings which rise froma
continuous granite course. Framed by granite quoining, these openings have
railings which aresupported by quare granite balusters. At thethird story

is agroup of four small arched openings set on asingle granite sill and

formng an arcade. Above the third story projects an undecorated granite cornice
above which arecrenellations. Al | other elevations (east, west, &south) are
identical tothe north, except that each has a sem-circular light at thefirst
story instead of adoorway. . Framng of these lights i sidentical tothat of the
entry arch. Alterations: At present all first story windows and the entryare
bl ocked with boarding.. . The origi nal ; domes observatory which was built on the
tower's top deck, has been renoved; all upper openings and the deck areenclosed
by an undecorated iron railing.

H GH ROK GOTAGE (22 Johns Avenue): Hi gh Rock Cottage is a"T' plan structure

of two-and-one-half story height set on ahigh basenent. The cottage occupies a
site southward from and bel ow H gh Rock Tower. The building i s constructed of
locally quarried porphyry (coursed rubble) with quoins and window trim of granite.
The cottages second and third stories arecovered with an original coat of stucco,
incised togive theappearance of ashlar. Located above the high basenment i sa full
first story, second story (partially beneath the eaves) and athird story attic.
Each end of the cottage has a steep gable with deep, open eaves. Centered on each
gable end i s a single basenent w ndow, one oversizedw ndow at t hefirst story,

one set of paired windows at t hesecond story and an unusual paired w ndow with
pointed head at the attic. Gable dormers arelocated on either side of the
building's central section (east ~west). Originally the basement and t he first
story were surrounded on three sides by;aporch supported by open wooden posts.
Thi's porch has been renoved except for two sections which arelocated at both angles
of the house's "T' plan (the location of the cottage's entries). Further alterations
include t he removal of bargeboards and t heconstruction of amnor addition to the
structure's rear (north) wall (early 20thc) .

continued. ...
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DA SY GOTAGE (17 Canpbel| Terrace): Daisy Cottage is atwo-and-one-half story
buil ding of wooden construction, which, like itsneighbor H gh Rock Cottage, rises
from ahigh basement to afull first story, dornered second story and a third
story attic. Thecottage has an"L" plan with the nain section (west) consisting
of aside-hall plan cottage with gabled facade. Thefirst story of the facade has
an original porch set on open wooden supports. Fenestration consists of anover-
sized paired wi ndow at the facade's first story, three rectangular wndows with

| abel noul dings at the second story and a single w ndow in apointed-arch frame
with label noulding at the third story. Theoriginal entry is onthe east sideof
the facade and has been rebuilt with anodern door. Thehouse's wing (east) has a
kitchen entrance with anodern door onitswest end, arectangular bay w ndow (east)
and two gable dorners (label rmouldings) at the second story. Presently, the house
Is covered with ashpalt siding and has had the west end of its facade porch
enclosed with glass; neither alteration interferes with the basic structure.

50 JONS AVBENLE Located between H gh Rock and Daisy Cottages and set farther back
from Canpbel | Terrace than either of the cottages, 30Johns Avenue seens |ikely to
have been built as athree or four-famly apartnent house by John Hut chi nson

during aperiod in which hewas involved in subdividing and devel oping his H gh

Rock property. Bearing a date stone of 1892, this structure is of wooden construction,
rising three-and-one-half stories with a square floor plan. Thebuilding is
enclosed by ahip roof with alow central gable centered onits facade (south wall).
The entry is centered at the facade's first story and has been altered by the
removal of itsoriginal porch and door. Located oneither side of the entry are
three-story rectabgular bay w ndows, containing (at each story) single U1 w ndows
(east and west walls) and paired 2/2w ndows (south wall). Theonly other facade

w ndows are paired 11 sash located in the gable. Thebuilding is currently covered
with aspalt siding.

NOE Although two properties in this district bear addresses on Johns Avenue,
their entries are on Canpbell Terrace; Johns Avenue has ceased to be a street
except on paper.
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The H gh Rock Tower and its associ ated cottages possess integrity of |ocation,
design, setting and f or the most part materials. They aresignificant for their
associations with the Hutchinson famly, a groupinnersed i nnany radical nineteenth
century causes such as t hetenperance abolitionist and wonen's novenents. The group
of structures at Hgh Rock i s an unusual physical representative of this inportant
phase of nineteenth centure culture.

Rising toa height of 170 feet. Hgh Rock i s less than three quarters of amle

fromthe ocean and cormands unobstructedviews of Boston, Nahant, and Swanpscott.
Al'though local historians suggest that the hill's summt was used as a | ook-out

point by Indians and early settlers--the site's major fane dates fromthe m d-nineteenth
century when H gh Rock and its porphyry outcroppi ngs becane appreciated for their
"Romantic" qualities. During the 1840's, a parcel of five and one-half acres, including
the summt of Hi gh Rock, was purchased by Jesse Hutchinson, who, together with other
nenbers of his famly, built two Gothic cottages an auditorium and an observarion

tower on the property. Both the fame of the Hutchinson Fam |y, who lived here until

the early twentieth century, and t he"picturesque" qualities of the property nade up

H gh Rock Cottage, Daisy Cottage and the first H gh Rock Tower frequent illustrations

in wood-cut, lithographic and stereoptic views of nineteenth-century Lynn.

Bom i nMlford, New Hanpshire, John, Jesses, Asa and Judson Hut chinsonare

believed t ohave cone t o Lynn by 1839 and t o have been performng locally as a
quartette of singers by 1840. Wth the addition of their sister, Abby, i nthe early
1840's t he group becane known as the Hutchinson Fam |y Singers and was activei n
nmany of the "radical" causes of their time. Fromits formation, thegroup was
associated with the tenperance novenent and, after an 1843 rally at Faneuil Hall,
becane increasingly active i nthe abolitionist novenent which enjoyed w de support
anong Lynn's |arge Quaker population. I nsinging at abolitionist rallies, the Fanmly
becane associatedwith Frederick Douglass ( a one-time resident of Lynn), Wlliam
Lloyd Garrison, AbrahamlLincoln and John G eenleaf IVhittier. Myved by a lecture

on "bleeding Kansas," John and Asa Hut chinson travelled west i n 1855 and founded

Hut chi nson, M nnesot a. . S

During the Civil Vér, the Hutchinson Fam |y Singers (without Jesse, who had diedi n
1853 and Judson who had conmitted suicide i n1859) performed for Union Soldiei-s until
a dispute arose over their singing of Wiittier's "Funmace Blast." Forbidden by
CGeneral McClellantocarry out further performances because of the "incendiary"
rendering of the song, the Hutchinsons appeal ed t o President Lincoln and hi s cabinet
to overtum McCl ellan's decision, thecabinet agreed and described the Hutchinson's
performances as t he"right kind" of music for the soldiers.

continued. . ..
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SANHCANCE (cont'd)

After the Civil Wr, in 1868, the Hutchinsons travelled west with Susan B Anthony
and Elizabeth Stanton to Kansas as apart of the "Vénen' s Suffrage Canpai gn" at
which tine they founded Hutchinson, Kansas. |n addition, John Hutchi nson was
active inthe "Wrld Peace Union" and was desirous of founding "a sect for
furthering the fatherhood of God and brotherhood of nman"; to this end, he built

an auditorium onthe Hgh Rock property in 1892 where services were held. During
the 1860's, the Hutchinsons toured Geat Britain andeither nade or renewed their
acquai ntance with Charles D ckens. Although nenbers of the fam |y have been added
to the group over the years, the Hutchinson Fam |y Singers seemt o have passed out
of existence around 1880.

After the purchase of H gh Rock, Jesse Hutchinson, the group’'s song writer, hired a
"clairvoyant" to locate awell after which H gh Rock Cottage was begun, probably
in 1847. Constructed of locally quarried porphyry with granite quoins and w ndow
trim Hgh Rock Cottage i s aunique exanple of Gothic Revival architecture. The
house nay have been designed by Alonzo Lewis (a local surveyor, architect, poet
and historian), whomthe Hutchinson's hired to prepare plans for the first Hgh
Rock Tower of 1847-48 or by Lewis's student, GE Harney who published pl ans for

a nearly identical building in 1859 (Architects' 8 Mechanics' Journal, Dec. 24,
1859, pp. 78 d 79). Set on a high basenent. Hgh Rock Cottage has a "T' shaped
floor plan which was originally surrounded onthree sides by a porch. Al though
the bargeboards which decorated the house's steep gables have al so been renoved,
the cottageretains its basic plan, fine stone construction andintegrity of site.
Prior to 1851 (perhaps in 1847), a second cottage of wood construction, naned

Dai sy Cottage, was huilt west of H gh Rock Cottage. Although presently covered
with asphalt siding, Daisy Cottage retains nmost of its original design, including
a porch with open supports, |abel nouldings, apointed arch windowinits facade
gabl e and deep, open eaves.

As early as 1847, Jesse Hutchinson hadtraced out plans for the original conical
tower which was built between 1847 and 1848 fromfinal plans drawn by A onzo

Lewis. Shortly after conpletion, the tower hada two-story "piazza" added toit.
Continuing a long-standinglocal tradition. Hgh Rock was used for public
celebrations. Agathering of 8,000 celebrated the laying of the Atlantic cable and,
during the first years of the Civil W, nightly rallies andconcerts were held here.
Al'so during the Civil Wr, the tower was leased to a group carrying on "electrical
experinents" and, later, to Andrew Harris of Saanpscott, who maintained arefreshnent
stand i nthe tower. Soon after the fall of R chnond, the tower was bumed by
vandal s, presumably to celebrate the victory.

continued. ...
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SANHCANCE (cont'd)

The Hutchinsons hada strong sense of duty in making H gh Rock open t o the
public. Anong the various ideas that John Hutchinson had for its uses was that
it should becone an"Institute of Advanced Thought," a "free rostrum for the
decision of all thegreat questions of the day." Finally, toward the endof his
life, Hutchinson decided togive thesuitmt of Hgh Rock tothecity for the
construction of an observatory. By 1904, thecity had purchased additional |and
for Hgh Rock Park and the present tower, designed by HK [Vheeler SC Betton
on Lynn, had been built. Originally the1904 granite tower had a doned observatory
on its toplanding, which has since been renoved. Wth theexception of this
one alteration, the tower remains inoriginal condition, anexcellent |ocal
exanpl e of Romanesque Revival architecture.
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A NTTTT NN ~~r August 9, 1979

M. Mchael P. Paskell
P. 0. Box 618 o
south Danville, New Hanpshire 03881

[77?

Dear M. Paskell: '

| am concerned. ..

... because your nane has not yet been entered onthe
1979 15, 000 Cl ub Roster!|

- As you know from ny last letter, | am asking all
friends t o beconme 15,000 Cl ub nenbers — for the sake of
ygung students like Tina — the young lady | wote you
about .

That's why |'ve been anxiously awaiting your answer
andkmﬁx |"'mwriting you this hurried note today, M.
Paskel | ." —

O course, our letters nay be crossing i nthe mail

right now — and yours may arriv-e today.
| hope so because | desEerater need your g¢ift and
support 1 fwe areto keep thetuition lowhere at Liberty

Baptist college.

- VW' ve already been forced to slightly increase our
tuition feethis fall because of spiraling inflation

But we are still offering_youn% people a solid Bible-
centered education forone third the expense of many ot her
private or Christian schools -- and it's your gifts as a

15,000 Cl ub nmenber that nake this possible.

| know t he 12 students enrolled from your home state
of New Hanpshire depend upon the Lord and you to help us ~
mai ntain our lowtuition so that they can continue t o study
and train for Hisservice.

~ You see, nost of our students have dedicated their
lives toserving Jesus Christ full time — they have put
mfirst before anything else. "
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