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1. Name of Property
historic name Bigelow Tavern Histnrir. r)~MfAAA

Other names/site number.  N/A

2. Location

street & number 60. 64. and 65 Worcester SfrPPf Ji/B not for publication
city or town West Boylston N/Q vicinity

State M assachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027  zip code ni

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this # nomination

G request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

D nationally D statewide O locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parle Service Certification
| hereby certify that the property is: Date of Action
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¢ See continuation sheet.
D determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.

¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register.
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
El private * building(s)
e public-local E district
e public-State « site
e public-Federal e structure
e oObject :

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/ Single dwelling; Hotel
Conmrer ce/ Tavern; General Store
Agricul ture/ Processing; Distillery

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(BEnta categories from ingrucions)

Colonial: Georgian
Early Republic: Federal

Ver nacul ar

Narrative Description

Worcester. Massachusetts

County ad Ste

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 5 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Totd

Number of contributing resources previously listed
In the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single dwelling; Secondary Structure

Recreation/Museum

Materials

(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation Granite
walls Weatherboard

roof Slate; Asphalt

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheets
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The Bi gel ow Tavern Historic District, Wst Boylston, Massachusetts, containing
about 1.6 acres, i slocated ontheeast andwest sides of Wrcester Street.
| mmedi ately south of thedistrict along Worcester Street i sthetowd's civic
areas including the Wst Boylston Gormon, t heFirst Congregational Church(ca.
1900) and t heWst Boyl ston Burying Gound (Munt Vernon Cemetery). Adjacent
to thedistrict onthenorth along Wrcester Street i saresidential areaof
mostly m dtolate 19th century m ddle-class houses. Alate 20th century,
two-story multi-family residence stands next door t othetavern onthenorth.

The district, which i sanintegral part of theoriginal \Wst Boylston town
center, i sdistinct bothvisually andhistorically. Theearlier dateof
construction of theTavem District buildings i svisually obvious i n the
simple rectangular architectural forms andclose eaves of thecontributing
buildings. Despitetheir residential appearance (acharacteristic of nost
buildings built for awde variety of uses before the md-19th century), t he
three major buildings within theDistrict all seemt ohave originally been
built for coimercial purposes. They all remained i nthehands of a single
fam ly through four generations (pre-1811t 01884) andfunctioned as t he town
center's only commercial district fromas early as 1810-1811 until t he

m d-19th century when t heofficial town center shifted tothevalley. It has
been inmpossible for thepresent researcher t otrace thehistory of t heBigel ow
Tavern District property prior to1811. Currently available documentation
seens t oindicate, however, that theBigelow Tavern District was historically
distinct i nownership (between 1792 and 1811) fromt he adj oining
Congregational Church property. Burial Gound property andt he Town Gonmon
property. Only thenortheimost section of thepresent M. Vernon Cenetery
was taken fromthetavern property around theturn of the20th century when
graves fromother Wst Boylston cemeteries were transferred t otheol d town
center during theconstruction of Wachusett Reservoir. [/ :

GE\ERAL  DESCR PTI QN

The Bigel ow Tavern District consists of three contributing buildings and five
non-contributing buildings. Contributing buildings are: Bigelow s Tavern
(ca. 1780s-1811), 65 Worcester Street; Bigelow s Tavern District Store (ca.
1790s-1810), 60 Worcester Street and Bigelow s Tavern District Distillery(ca.
1790S-1811), 64 Worcester Street. Non-contributing buildings include: two
early tom d-20th century open sheds at 65 Worcester Street, one late
19th-early 20th century enclosed shed at 64 Wrcester Street and oneencl osed
1980s tool shed at 60 Worcester Street. The present garage ont heformer
distillery property, 64 Wrcester Street, was built i nthe1920s as a smal |
confectionery store. | ti sconsiderednon-contributing because it bears no
relationship totheearly 19th century major period of significance.

O t heeast side of thestreet, just north of theBurying Gound, stands t he
former Bigelow Tavern. Opposite it onthe west side of theroad, north of the

(continued)
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Congregational Church, are a former distillery and a former store building
The tavern building is oriented with i tslong main facade toward the south
rather than toward the road. Both the distillery and store buildings are
oriented with their long main facades to the road

All three contributing buildings inthe area are representativevernacul ar
expressions of late 18th-early 19th century architecture. Exterior features
such as proportion, chimey location and nmass and omanmental detail make them
recogni zable as products of the late 18th-early 19th century period. The
tavern and store buildings are two-and-a-half story, double pile, gable roofed
structures while the distillery has the appearance of a one-and-a-half story,
double pile, gable roofed. Cape Cod-type house when seen from the street. The
Tavern i s both the larger and the nore el aborate of the three. 1 tis

di stinguished by Classical ornamental treatment at it seaves, corners and

w ndow caps which relate i tto the Georgian and Federal styles. Because of

its nore massive appearance, |arge central chimmey and solar orientation, it
gives the effect of being slightly older than the other two.

The sinple architectural forms and close eaves of the contributing buildings
suggest a clearly earlier date of constmction that distinguishesthe Tavern
District buildings fromlater buildings nearby. The areas surrounding the
district are visually distinct. They include a |ate 20th century multi-famly
residence next door, the mostly md-to-latel19th century single famly
residential buildings further north and the Congregational Church, Conmon and
Cemetery to the south. Despite their original comrercial purpose, the
buildings within the District have a residential appearance which was typica
of buildings built for a wide variety of uses before the md-19th century.

LANCSCAPE "> v

The grounds around the former distillery and store are grown up with trees and
shrubbery, which offer those buildings privacy from one another. The open
grounds of the former tavern make i tmore highly visible to autonobile
traffic. Separated from the cemetery on the south side by a growth of brush,
the tavern grounds are open on the north to the grounds of a nodern

mul ti-famly dwelling that has recently been built on former tavern |and.

It islikely that when this was a commercial district, during itsearly 19th
century period of greatest significance, the grounds of all three buildings
woul d have been rmuch nore open with few trees, [ittle grass, and Ilittle
attention to landscaping. Photographs of the three buildings nade at the turn
of the 20th century, after the area had becone entirely residential, shownore
open space around the buildings than today. There was |ess growth of brush
and shrubbery and a larger front yard at the former distillery. The former
store had a larger, open front yard with trees at the sides and rear, nuch as
are seen today. Gounds around the former tavern were open with a few nore
trees and plantingsthan are seen today and with an English barn on the south

(continued)
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side. The existence of a white plank fence< Lne was

probably related t othe use of the tavern pri

Bi gel ow Tavern (ca. 1780-1810)

Bigel ow s Tavern is a well-preseirved exanple | century

vernacul ar architecture. [ts rectangular ne 10 inches

by 28 feet 9 inches. Set gable endtothe street, ui®* [
1/2-story, double-pile, three-bay, center-entry, center-chimey, skived

cl apboarded structure with its min facade oriented not toward the street but
facing south. The building rests on a stone foundation with granite slabs
above grade. The massive brick chimey is supported on a round-arched granite
vault in the cellar.

The structure is of timber-frame construction. |ts high pitched roof is built
on the common rafter systemwith a continuous five-sided ridge pole and wind
braces at either end.  Throughout the main body of the building, major timbers
are hewn, while mnor timbers, such as rafters andjoists, are mill cut with a
reciprocating saw

Despite the vernacul ar appearance of the structure, it has a f ewornanent al
features that relate i t tothe CGeorgian style. These are the nolded roof
cornice with gable retums, quoins at each comer of the main body of the
house, the strongly projecting w ndow frames and projecting nol ded w ndow
caps. These original features are consonant with a late 18th-early 19th
century date of construction. The following features areof a later period
and represent alterations t othe structure:

Two over twow ndow sash are of late 19th century vintage. Wndow sash
containing multiple lights, an 8 16 or 12/ 12configuration, would have been
typical of the building's date of construction. The hip-roofed porch across
the width of the main facade is a G eek Revival-style addition, apparently
made i n the md-19th century. The present main doorframe with short
sidelights seens t odate from that same remodelling effort.

A one-story el | extends fromthe east end of the structure. |ts westernnost
part, nmeasuring 12 feet in length by approximately 12 feet 8 inches in width,
is probably original, although i tis possible that itis avery early

addition. Its five-sided ridgepole andreciprocating-sawn rafters areof the
sane type used for the main body of the house. Like the main portion of the
house, it is sheathed in skived clapboards attached with wought nails. It is

not known what the original use of this portion of the el | mght have been.
Kitchen ells were not typical until the second quarter of the 19th century.
It nay be that it served sone service or storage function for the tavern. The
eastern section of the el | measures 21 feet in length by approximately 12 feet
8 inches inwidth. The roof ridge of this section is a thin board, while
other structural menbers include reciprocating sawn rafters andjoists and

(continued)
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Bi gel ow Tavern (ca. 1780-1810)

Bigel ow s Tavern is a well-preserved exanple of late 18th-early 19th century
vernacular architecture. Its rectangular nmain body measures 36 feet 10 inches
by 28 feet 9 inches. Set gable endtothe street, the tavernis a2
1/2-story, double-pile, three-bay, center-entry, center-chimey, skived

cl apboarded structure with its main facade oriented not toward the street but
facing south. Thebuilding rests on a stone foundation with granite slabs
above grade. The massive brick chimey is supported on a round-arched granite
vault in the cellar.

The structure is of timber-frame construction. |ts high pitched roof is built
on the common rafter systemwith a continuous five-sided ridge pole and wi nd
braces at either end. Throughout the main body of the building, major timbers
are hewn, while mnor timbers, such asrafters andjoists, are mll cut with a
reciprocating saw

Despite the vernacul ar appearance of the structure, it hasa fewornamental
features that relate i t t othe Georgian style. These are the molded roof
cornice with gable retums, quoins at each comer of the main body of the
house, the strongly projecting wi ndow frames and projecting nolded wi ndow
caps. These original features are consonant with a late 18th-early 19th
century date of construction. The following features are of alater period
and represent alterations t othe structure:

Tw over twow ndow sash are of late 19th century vintage. Wndow sash
containing multiple lights, an 8/ 16 or 12/12 configuration, would have been
typical of the building's date of construction. The hip-roofed porch across
the width of the main facade is a Geek Revival-style addition, apparently
made in the md-19th century. The present main doorframe with short
sidelights seens t o date from that sane remodelling effort.

A one-story el | extends fromthe east end of the structure. [|ts westernnost
part, measuring 12 feet in length by approximtely 12 feet 8 inches in width,
is probably original, although i tis possible that itis avery early

addition. Its five-sided ridgepole andreciprocating-sawn rafters are of the
sane type used for the main body of the house. Like the main portion of the
house, it is sheathed in skived clapboards attached with wought nails. It i s

not known what the original useof this portion of the el | mght have been.
Kitchen ells were not typical until the second quarter of the 19th century.
It may be that it served some service or storage function for the tavern. The
eastern section of the el | measures 21 feet in length by approximtely 12 feet
8 inches in width. Theroof ridge of this section is a thin board, while
other structural nenbers include reciprocating sawn rafters andjoists and

(continued)
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side. The existence of awhite plank fence along the road at t-hat time was
probably related t othe use of the tavern property as a farm

Bi gel ow Tavern (ca. 1780-1810)

Bigel ow s Tavern is a well-preserved exanple of late 18th-early 19th century
vernacular architecture. [Itsrectangular main body measures 36 feet 10 Inches
by 28 feet 9 inches. Set gable endtothe street, the tavern is a2
1/2-story, double-pile, three-bay, center-entry, center-chimey, skived

cl apboarded structure with itsmain facade oriented not toward the street but
facing south. Thebuilding rests ona stone foundation with granite slabs
above grade. The massive brick chimey is supported on a round-arched granite
vault in the cellar.

The structure is of tinmber-frame construction. 1ts high pitched roof is built
on the common rafter systemwith a continuous five-sided ridge pole and w nd
braces at either end.  Throughout the main body of the building, major timbers
are hewn, while mnor timbers, such asrafters andjoists, are mll cut with a
reciprocating saw -,

Despite the vemacul ar appearance of the structure, it hasa fewornanental
features that relate i t t othe Georgian style. These are the molded roof
cornice with gable retums, quoins at each comer of the main body of the
house, the strongly projecting w ndow frames and projecting nol ded w ndow
caps. These original features are consonant with a late 18th-early 19th
century date of construction. The following features are of alater period
and represent alterations t othe structure:

Two over twow ndow sash are of |ate 19th century vintage. Wndow sash
containing multiple lights, an 8 16 or 12/12 configuration, would have been
typical of the building's date of construction. The hip-roofed porch across
the width of the main facade is a Geek Revival-style addition, apparently
made in the md-19th century. The present main doorframe with short
sidelights seens t o date fromthat same remodelling effort.

A one-story el | extends fromthe east endof the structure. [|ts westernnost
part, measuring 12 feet in length by approximately 12 feet 8 inches in width,
is probably original, although i tis possible that itis avery early

addition. Its five-sided ridgepole andreciprocating-sawn rafters are of the
sane type used for the main body of the house. Like the nain portion of the
house, i t is sheathed in skived clapboards attached with wought nails. It i s

not known what the original useof this portion of the el | m ght have been.
Kitchen ells were not typical until the second quarter of the 19th century.
It may be that it served sone service or storage function for the tavern. The
eastern section of the el | neasures 21 feet in length by approximtely 12 feet
8 inches inwidth. Theroof ridge of this section is athin board, while
other structural menbers Include reciprocating sawn rafters andjoists and

(continued)
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hewn timbers, arepossibly reused. The butted clapboard exterior is attached
with cut andwire nails, suggesting a possible mid-19th century construction
date with later repairs. Both this physical evidence anddocunentary evidence
suggest that this portion of the el |l wasbuilt between 1855 and 1870.

A shed is attached t o the extreme east endof the el | . Situated perpendicular
to the el |, the shed is of the sane type of constructionasthe nain body of
the house, with heavy hewn major timbers, including afive-sided ridge pole >
and reciprocatingsawn rafters. Maps of West Boylston donot show this
structure initspresent location until 1870. For this reason, it seens
highly possible that the shed is anearly building rebuilt here or noved t o
its present location aspart of a md-19th century remodelling project.

A structure nolonger standing once extended from the northeast endof the
north side of the building. Oher than itsdepictionon maps i n 1855 and
1870, there i s noother docunentary evidence of it sexistence. Physical
investigation does not suggest preciselywhere itslocation mght have been.
Maps suggest that i twas attached t othe main body of the building, but
clapboard siding inthis area appears t obeoriginal andno evidence of a door
from the existing building tothis attached structure has been found. For
these reasons, the form and useof this former structure aswell asits exact
location are unclear.

An early 20th century porch extending from the east endof the main bodyof
the building supports a second-story sunporch. This sunporch i s reached
through a door in the east wall of the southeast second-floor roomof the
house.

Distillery (ca. 1790-1811)

Wien seen from the road, this building has the appearance of a three-bay,
center-entry, center-chimey, double-pile, 1 1/2-story, gable-roofed Cape
Cod-type house with early 20th century bay w ndows oneither side of the main
entrance. Because of the way the ground falls of f at the west, the rear
(west) and the south side of the building area full 2 1/2-stories high. The
building is 30feet 7 /2 inches wide and 24 feet deep. Despitethe
application of synthetic siding (ca. 1970s-1980s) andthe addition of facade
bay w ndows with a porch between them (ca. 1905-1915), the building retains
its original silhouette, massive chinmmey and sone 6/6 wi ndow sash. Ot her

w ndow sash i s mostly 2/2dating from the early 20th century.

Tum of -t he-century photographs indicate that the structure originally had a
five-bay main facade, a three-bay rear facade, 6/9 wi ndow sash i n nost

wi ndows, and 6/6 sash i nthe attic. A door, already blocked i nat the t um of
the century, wasoriginally located inthe center of the rear facade.

The main floor, entered from the east entrance, consists of five rooms—wo

VI IIIIII'.IIIII(COntlnued)
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front rooms andthree across theback. The above-grade cellar i sdivided into
four rooms. The deep reveals of t hew ndow openings at this level suggest
that theexterior walls of this entire level areconstructed of stone. An
interior dividing wall running thefull east-west length of thecellar i s of
brick. |t i sattached t othesouth side of thecentral "chimmey. Tinber franme
structural elements visiblei ntheunfinished northeast roomat this |evel are
simlar t othose seen i ntheBigelow Tavem Mjor structural elementsare
hewn, while joists andflooring aremill cutwith areciprocating saw The
above-described characteristics of this building areconsistent with a late
18th-early 19th century date of construction.

Further physical investigation will be necessary t odeterm ne what part of the
internal division i soriginal tothebuilding's useas a distillery.

Fireplaces andfireplace surrounds that arei nplace onthestreet-level floor
seemt odate fromthepre-1818 adaptation of thebuilding toresidential use

or later.

he unusual feature, thepurpose of which has not yet been identified, i s part
of thestructure of thecentral chimey i nthenortheast cellar roomof the
building. About three and a half feet w de and about four feet high, this
feature has theform of theinterior of a round-arched brick apse. Toits
rear (west of it)i sa brick recess, also part of thechimey structure, with
built i nshelves. Because this building has been identifiedas having served
as adistillery, it seens possible that this nystery feature mght be the
remains of thefurnace of astill. Descriptions of still furnaces suggest
that brick enclosures were built around thestill with a firebox underneath.
The remmins of a coat of mortar that exist around thelower portion of the
concave form correspond t odescriptions of mortar coatings onstill fumaces.
No illustrations of still furnaces have been found from t heearly 19th century
that show an opening for thestill that i sastall asthis or that hasa
vaulted topasi sseen i nthebrick remains here. Further study i snecessary
to determne theoriginal formandsignificance of this feature. Research has
uncovered no other identifiedexisting New England distilleries with whichto
conpare either thebuilding formor this brick feature.

Store (ca. 1790-18107?) ' 5 n
This 2 1/2-story, double pile, gable-roofed, five-bay, center-entry,

doubl e- chi mey cl apboarded structure with a one-story wing onthesouth side »
may have been built as a store. The main body of thebuilding neasures 36
feet 5 3/4 inches by 20 feet 5 1/4 inches while thew ng measures 13 feet 5
inches wide and 13 feet 11 inches deep. Like theother twostructures i n the
district, i thasitsmin entrance i nthelong side, rather than t hegable

end. Resting ona stone foundation, with a cellar under thenorthern half of
the structure, thestore building i sof timber-frsime construction. Likethe
other twobuildings i nthedistrict, itsmjor timiers arehew whilet he

m nor ones aremill cutwith areciprocating saw Details such as strongly

(continued)
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projecting wi ndow frames at the second floor level, projectingcorniceand

gable retums, skived clapboards anddoubl e chimeys suggest alate 18th-early
19th century date of construction.

[t is not clear what the original articulation was of the main facade. The
present five-bay arrangement onthe ground floor of the facade may not have
been original, although i t dates atleast t obefore ca. 1900. A

tum of -the-century photograph shows the present articulation but with a pent
roof across the width of the main facade at the top of the first-floor level.
It is possible that during the period that i t wasused asa store, the pent
roof wasin place andthe facade wi ndows were |arger. Larger w ndows were
common for the fronts of stores during the early 19th century. The present
mortise andtenon wing appears t obethe northei most section of a |onger
attached structure seen in the tumof-the-century photograph.

The present arrangement of the interior ranges a large front roomanda narrow
back roomoneither side of acentral stair hall. Qnthe second floor,the
arrangement i s simlar but with twolarge roons infront andthree narrow
rooms across the back. Theinterior arrangement, the fenestrationand a
divided access t othe cellar al | express adivision of functionin the
building. Thepresent interior arrangement suggests that living quarters nay
have occupied onehalf of the building andthe store the other. AKitchen
fireplace with bake oven exists in the north ground-floor front room
suggesting that the north side of the building m ght have been anapartment of
the storekeeper. There is nofireplace in the rooms onthe south side of the
ground floor, indicating that the chimmey onthat side nay have served a
heating stove only. Stores were conmonly heated by stoves by the 1820s and
1830s. Further physical examnation is necessary t ounderstand howmuch of
the present interior dates from the store period and hownuch m ght date from
the later adaptation of the buildingtoresidential use.

Wndows onthe ground floor al | the way around the buildingare less strongly
projecting andslightly different intheir form from the upstairs w ndows.

This fact hints that they date from |ater periods than the upper floor w ndows
and suggests that the fenestrati onrmay have been changed when the building was
converted t oresidential use. Descriptions of early 19th century stores
indicate that side walls of the main sales roomof atypical store had no
windows t o allow for shelf space for merchandise. | f this were the case here,
that mght explain why there are windows of alater period onsone of the
ground-floor sides.

Former Barn (no longer extant) (late 18th-early 19th century)
Until destroyed byfire in the md-20th century, a small, gable-roofed English

barn with vertical siding stood south of the tavern building. |Itssizeand
type suggest that i twas probably built inthe late 18th or early 19th
century. | tis believed t o have been the sane bamthat was standing thereat

(continued)
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the time of t he meetinghouse fire across thestreet i n 1831. Items salvaged
fromthel831fire were said t ohave been brought t othis barn. |t s location
and appearance ar e known through a t umof t hecentury photograph of the
property. Set approximately thirty feet south of t hepresent shed, it sdoor
was placed asynmetrically i nthelong side, facing theroad. |tsrear wall
was nore or less onaline with therear of thepresent shed. At theturnof
the 20th century, a cellar was reached through alarge entrance onthe south
side where t heground was | ower.

- . Yoo He fAY-r |
Ar chaeol ogi cal Description [

VWhile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded i nthedistrict, it is
possible that sites arepresent. Twosites arerecorded within thegeneral
area (within onemile). Thephysical characteristics of theproperty, a

wel | -drained terrace adjacent toatributary stream flowing from Carrolls Pond
to Wachusett Reservoir, indicate favorable locational criteria fornative
settlement andsubsistence activities. G ven t heabove information, thesize
of thedistrict (1.6acres) andtheinpact of historic developnment withinthe
district, a noderate potential exists for recovering significant prehistoric
sites.

There i sa high potential for significant historic archaeol ogical remains
within thedistrict. Further documentary research, archaeol ogical survey and
testing candetermne thelocations of potential outhbuildings and
occupational -related features (trash pits, privies, wells) associated withthe
tavern, distillery andstore. | nparticular, a structure nolonger extant i s
reported onthenorth side of thetavern, anda barn i s known t o have been
destroyed by fire tothesouth.

" "oe (end)

AAA A+ PAaaN VAAT A



BigelOW Tavern HiStOI’iC DiStI’iCt orces Massachusetts
Nare d Ropaty \&J’Iya'égéte

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property . .
for National Register listing.) (Enter categories from Instructions)
. . ) Architecture
IX] A Property is associated with events that have made Commerce
ignificant contribution to the broad patterns of .
a sigr P Exploration and Settlenent-
our history.

Social History
* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

B C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and ] o
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
individual distinction. ca. 1790-1884

* D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

1810-18. 31

. “Wis'):"
Property is: 1835- 1884
* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes. n Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked atwve)

* B removed from its original location. N/A

* C abirthplace or grave. Cultural Affiliation

D a cemetery. . N/A
» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

* F a commemorative property.
Architect/Builder
» G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance N/A

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) See Continuation Sheets

9. MWajor Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
* preliminary determination of individual listing (36 E State Historic Preservation Office A
CFR 67) has been requested e Other State agency
» previously listed in the National Register ' » Federal agency
» previously determined eligible by the National * Local government
Register * University oo -
» designated a National Historic Landmark » Other * - em
» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #



Bi gel ow Tavern Historic District Worcester, Massachusetts
Name of Property €;/< >N MM AR County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.6 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) -<
111191 |2]|7|0|8|6|0| 14]|6]9]|3|9, 1,0 _31i]9] |2]|7i019i010| |4,6]9 3]9,0,0]|
Zone Easting Northing "o Zone Easting Northing

21119 12/ 7iol 9% Ao 14 6|9]3|9]i0j 41119 |2\j|0]916]0] j416j913|8L9 o
H See continuation sheet .

ylerbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet) See Continuation Sheet o >

Boundary Justification %
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) See Continuation Sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltite Susan McDaniel Ceccacci, Architectural Historian with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1992
street & number 80 Boylston Street [ telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town  Boston ' state MA Nip code QAAAA

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number ' . ' telephone.

city or town state zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



Bigelow Tavern Historic District
Name d Propaty
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

El A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons /
significant in our past.

E C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. 2N

» D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations " w
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
* B removed from its original location. [
* C a birthplace or grave.
%I .
D a cemetery. ' -

» E a reconstructed building, object, or structure,

+ Fa commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years. doo -

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

\g nr r%%gae M assachusetts

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Architecture
Conmmrer ce

Exploration and Settlement

Period of Significance
.c. 1790-c. 1834

Significant Dates
18li-1»22

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

- »e
See Continuation Sheets

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:
B State Historic Preservation Office

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

» previously listed in the National Register

» previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering - ;

Record* *

» Other State agency

» Federal agency

* Local government

* University

» Other NE
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historica

Conmi ssi on
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 16 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

11119 12]7,0|8,6,0| [4,6]9]3|9,1,0] ~y~-""A-"y--ii. 3 LIiU |2]7]0]|9]|0|0| [|4]6]9|3] 9]0] o
Zaoe Eaig Nathing Zae Exdig Nathing
2UiN 127090 d 14i6]9i3I9i liol .» 4 UliJ 12[7i0]9i6i0| [4]6]9]3]8]9]|0|
[H Se antinugion dhedt
Verbal Boundary Description
(Desibe the boundiies d the propaty an a continugion hedt) See Continuation Sheet \. .
-ee o' oo 1. """t Y o
Boundary Justification --M.
(BEqan why the boundaies wae seded na aoindion et) See Continuation Sheet i

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite Susan McDaniel Ceccacci, Architectural Historian with Betsy Friedberg, NR Directoi

organizetion Massachtiisetts Historical Commission date January 1992
Sret & numbar 80 Boylston Street tdephone (617) 727-8470
city or towvn  Boston sate. VA zip code 02116

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
- R

Continuation Sheets Ay N
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having targe acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs - g r - "s

[}

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
M4 i y.
Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name I

street & number. telephone.
city or town state. Zip code.

Paperworic Reduction Act Statement: This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to non
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Senfices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
IVlanag™tint jj~udget. Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The Bigelow Tavern Historic District, West Boylston, Massachusetts, retains
integer!ty of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and
association with West Boylston's early development." |t fulfils Criteria Aand
C of the National Register of Historic Places on thelocal level. The
buildings i nthedistrict conposed a major part of theoriginal Wst Boylston
town center and aretoday theearliest remaining buildingsi nthe Gonmon
area. Representative of thefirst concentrated commercial growth i nthetown
center, these buildings have survived as important physical evidence of the
town's early history and of i tsinitial devel opment patterns i nt he years
around thetime of i tslncorporationi n1808. | ti salso significant asthe
only surviving early comercial neighborhood i nthetown. Even though
comrerci al devel opment occurred at an early date i nthevalley section of Wst
Boyl ston, buildingsi nthat entire area were obliterated by thecreation of
Wachusett Reservoir. The Bigelow Tavern Historic District contains rare
exanpl es of early West Boylston coimercial buildings of three different

kinds: thetown's only remaining tavem building, probably itsonly remaining
early 19th century store and i tsonly remining distillery (oneof only afew
surviving buildingsi nthestate identified as having served as small
distilleries.)

The Bigel ow Tavem Historic District i sparticularly Important architecturally
for theBigelow Tavern itself, which i sthenost elaborate, best preserved and
nmost architecturally significant of thethree buildings included therein.
Among only a fewhighly ornamented buildings existing i n West Boylston i nits
day, i ti sthenost elaborate exanple of late 18th-early 19th century
architecture known t osurvive i nthetown today. Beaman's Tavern (1763) and
the first West Boylston Meetinghouse (1794), neither of which are still
standing, were probably thetown's two nost inmposing structuresi nthelate
18th and early 19th centuries. By conparison, Bigelow s Tavern | ssmaller,

l ess massive and |l ess stylish. |tsconpact form and central chimey give i ta
sort of vernacular primmess and an understatement that neither of t he other
two buildings possessed because of their greater ornament and nore dramatic
silhouettes. Nonetheless, i tappears t ohave held itsown anong t heremai nder
of thebuildings of itstim.

Tum of -the-century photographs of Wst Boylston buildingsthat areno longer
standing set thetavern building i n perspective. Exanples of similar house
types once existed but were |ess elaborate than Bigelow s Tavem Wndow caps
were small er, cornices appear t ohave been simpler and t henmajor ornamental
enphasis was on t heentrance. No other exanple of theuse of quoinsi s

known. The ornament of Bigelow s Tavern appears t ohave been |arger, finer
and nore extensive than that of other conparable buildings. | twas also anong
the most el aborate, but not t helargest, when conpared with identified

exanmpl es of 18th and early 19th century tavems (both those surviving and
those no longer surviving)i n neighboring towns such as Boylston, Shrewsbury,
Hol den and Paxton. As thel9th century progressed, Wst Boylston's

(continued)
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architecture, like that of the rest of the state and nati on, becane nore
stylish and nore highly ornamented. Bigelow s Tavern i s representative of the
town's finest early buildings.

The district is important for itslong associationover three generations
(pre-1811 to 1905) with a single important local famly (the Beanman fami |y and
their descendants in the Bigelow, Tenple and Spofford families.) Association
of the district with these fam lies relates i tto the lives of personswho
played important roles in the earliest days of the town. The nost inmportant
the "Father of West Boylston", and his grandson, Ezra Bigelow, the chief
player in the period of greatest prosperity of the district.

The Bigel ow Tavern Historic District conveys a sense of historical and
architectural unity through itsoverall cohesiveness of design, setting,
materials, workmanship and association. Several characteristics of the
district contributeto the image and feeling of a small early 19th century New
England town. Typical of early settlements are the vernacular simplicityof
the broad, bulky building forms; the massive central chimeys; varied building
orientation (the south-facing orientation of the tavern building juxtaposed
with the two road-facing buildingsacross fromit); and the clustering of all
three structuresclose to the road ina sort of interdependent relationship
with one another, yet still sone distance apart.

The earliest settlement within the limts of the present town of West Boylston
occurred about 1720 in the southeastern section of town. Even aslate asthe
early 19th century, the town was sparsely settled and was Ilargely
agricultural. Farmng was good, duein part to rich intervale land along the
Nashua, Stillwater and Quinepoxet rivers. Because of itslocationon
wat er power sites, the area devel oped small water-powered Industriesearlyin

its history. Asawmll, and probably also agristmll, was operating at |east
as early asthe 1750s. 1n 1793, inthe territory that i s now Wst Boylston, a
sawm |1, acornmll withtw pair of stones, afulling mll, aclothier's

wor ks and a potash works existed. [In 1804 the first cotton spinning mill in

of these family menbers are the original owner. Major Ezra Beanman, known as
Worcester County was established here. By the time of the incorporationof
the town i n 1808, there were one cottonmill, two gristmills, tw sawmlls,
one clothier's works, one tannery, four blacksmths, one cabinetmker's shop,
two book-binderies, three stores and one tavern.

The present boundaries of West Boylston enconpass |and that was taken from
three separate towns: Boylston, Holden and Sterling. The community's first
meeti nghouse was built several years before the establishment of the town to
serve famlies living inthe western part of Boylston and in parts of Hol den,
Sterling and Worcester that were distant from their meetinghouses. Built in
1794, the meetinghouse was dedicated in 1795. Theincorporationof the new
town of West Boylston nade the nmeetinghouse the focal point of the new

(continued)
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community. A common was |aid out around the meetinghoilse, and this area
becane the official town center. [t was here that the Bigel ow Tavern Historic
District grewup. Although no precise date can be given to any of the
buildings i nthe area, this comercial district seens to have appeared as a
result of the establishment of the neetinghouse and the incorporation of the

t own.

Hi stories record no particular reason for the choice of site forthe

meeti nghouse. Al though this area was situated on a mgjor route of transit
through town (theWorcester-Lunenburg County Road, 1752), it appears not to
have devel oped as a trading node until after the construction of the

meeti nghouse. A new road (now Central Street near the intersection with
Worcester Street and Newton Street further west) that connected two county
roads near the nmeetinghouse seens to have been put through at about the time

of the construction of the meetinghouse. It would seemthat without such a
crossroad there would have been little encouragement of trade. The area was
certainly not chosen as the location of the neetinghouse because it was

densely populated. As late as 1818, there was only one house facing onto the
comon, while its nearest nei ghbors were sone distance away. Central location
for residents i nall parts of the proposed town and the visual desirability of
the setting were likely important factors i nthe nmeetinghouse site selection.
The location i s at a topographical high point overlooking the valley below
This site was described i nthe late 19th century as "nuch the best locationin
town for a public building."

Wthin three years after the town was incorporated, by 1811, the Bigel ow
Tavern Historic District appears already to have been established as Wst
Boylston's first town center coimercial district. A tavern and, apparently,
also a distillery and store were i noperation near the meetinghouse by 1811
Architectural characteristics and material evidence suggest that the tavern
bui lding may have been built before the distillery and store buildings, but
stylistic characteristics and physical details of all three buildings suggest
a probablelate 18th-early 19th century period of construction. There is a
local belief that Bigelow s Tavemwas built as early as the 1780s by Dr.
Amari ah Bigel ow, son-in-lawof Ezra Beaman and father of Ezra Bigelow. MNo
documentary evidence has been found to suggest that this istrue. Al
currently available evidence, both docunentary and physical, suggests that the
establishment of commercial enterprises at this location was closely tied to
the fixing of the meetinghouse as the official center of the comunity

Onhce the meetinghouse was i nuse and Newton Street had been opened, a tavern
at this location would seemto have been viable, both for its convenience to
travelers on two county roads and for its availability to church-goers towarm
and refresh thensel ves between church services at Sunday "noonings." At this
sane date, a store at this site could have been considered feasible due to its
location on a main thoroughfare, i nthe center of town, near the meetinghouse

(continued)
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and inan area where a concentration of famlies |ived, even though they were
sparsely settled. GQnce the tavern and store were in existence, the distillery
woul d seemto have been strategically placed to serve both the tavern and
store, since each had high volume sales in alcoholic beverages.

During the 17th, 18th and early 19th centuries, the use of alcoholic beverages
was an integral part of daily life in America. Beer or hard cider was drunk
by the whole family with every meal. Alcohol was viewed as a necessity to
good health. | tws common to take a "healthful" dramor a "strengthening"
drink. Hard liquor was also a traditional "strengthening" conpanion to
certain types of heavy labor, such as building stone walls, harvesting and
barn and house raisings. The period from the 1790s through the early 1830s
was a time of particularly heavy drinking i nthe United States. The extensive
use of alcohol was part of life in \Wst Boylston during the sane period, just
as i twas inother parts of the country. In 1861, Wst Boylston historian
Benjami n F. Keyes recalled:

e -k
In 1822, West Boylston could boast of itsseven respectable grocers and
taverners, al llicensed to sell liquors. Wthin a stone's throw of the

church was the firm [Bigelow Tavern District Store] of Farnumand Seth
White, wio used to sell one hundred gallons of St. Croix and New England
rum per week; while no one of the half-a-dozen other retailers had any
cause to conplain that they lacked anything of their full share of the

public partonage....Indeed the use of liquor was so nearly universal fifty
years ago, that there were only two families in town which got along
without it....Fifty years ago and previous to that time, large quantities

of cider were made i n the town which was not often sold for less than
$1.00 and sonetines for $2.00 or nore per barrel, consequently i twas a

profitable production. | tws then generally considered a necessary
Ao article for common use, and alnmost every family used several barrels
annual ly. Most of the large farmers considered a cider mill to be a

necessary appendage to their farm and would feel thenselves greatly
deficient i fnot in possession of this convenience.

_Taverns were an important institution i nAmerican towns and cities from the —

— 17th century through the early years of the 19th century. Taverns served as
the local bulletin board, news exchange and community center. Notice of town
meetings, elections, new laws, auction notices and bills of sale were posted
at tavems. Tavens satisfied a variety of social needs. Not only were they
places to buy a drink; they were also places to neet others, exchange news and
discuss politics and religion. Mst drinking done outside the horme was done
in tavems. W J. Rorabaugh's studies of tavern |edgers have shown that
during the period 1810-1835, a typical customer frequented a tavem once a

" week. For travelers, taverns provided food, drink and lodging, al | necessary
and wel come after a day of riding over rough roads. Despite the inportance of
the tavern to the traveler, itssignificanceto the local townspeople as a
place of social, political and business exchange was much greater

(continued)
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Many New Engl and taverns, such as Wst Boyl ston's Bigel ow Tavem also served

another important comunity function, that of providing respite fromthe cold

of unheated neetinghouses between Sunday church services. This tradition

began as early as the 17th century when innhol ders permts were often granted

on the condition that thetavern belocated near the neetinghouse for the
~convenience of churchgoers.

Sone towns, such as nearby Hol den, provided "noon houses." Others, like West
Boyl ston, had no noon houses. Instead, private famlies andtaverns servedas
pl aces where churchgoers could warmthensel ves andsocialize. Rev. J. H
Fitts i n 1868 described therole of Bigelow s Tavemi n the winter nooningsof
fifty years earlier i nWst Boylston:

A place of frequent resort wasthe dwelling of M. John Smith, wheret he
capaci ous kitchen fire afforded genial warnmth. Sotoo, thetavern of Ezra
Bi gel ow, Esg., where blazing fires i nparlors below and rooms above were
made ready for theshivering guests. Andi fthetruth nmust betold, I
suppose they sonmetinmes partookliberally of the gentleman's "good cheer."

Tavernkeepers lived i nthe tavern. Especially i n small towns, tavenkeepers
were typically important persons i nthe comunity, often holding public
office. 1 nthe case of Wst Boylston'stwo taverns, this wastrue. Major
Ezra Bearman (1736-1811), who operated t hetown's ol dest tavem, Beaman's
Tavern, hadserved i nthe Revolutionary War and was a | arge |andhol der. He
was probably the nost influential mani nthe area during histime. I n
addition t okeeping atavern, healso owed a sawm ||, gristmill, store,
potash works andthe waterpower site onwhich the first cotton spinning mill
in Worcester County wasbuilt in1804. Duetohis large landholdings, he was
the wealthiest mani nthe comunity. Thetotal value of hisreal estateat
his death was $37,055.50. Bearman i s called t he"Father of Wst Boylston" for
his important role i nthe creation of thetown andits early history.
Resulting froma dispute over thelocation of the newneetinghouse i nthe Town
of Boylston, Major Beaman | ed a successful effort tobuild aseparate

7. meetinghouse for thesouthwesternportion of thetown andlater toincorporate
the newTown of Wst Boylston i n 1808. After the establishment of t hetown,
Beaman hel d three offices simultaneously. He served as Town Treasurer, .
Chai man of the Board of Selectmen and as Representativet othe Legislature
from 1808 t 0 1811. Major Beanan was t heoriginal owner of t heproperty

7- enconpassed i n the Bigelow TavemHistoric District.

Ezra Bigelow (1782-?), who operated Bigelow s Tavern from 1811t 01822, was a
nenber of twoinfluential local famlies, theBigelows andBeanmans. Hi s
father. Dr. Amariah Bigel ow, hadbeen t hefirst physician i n the area. Hi s
grandfather. Deacon Amariah Bigel ow, was anearly settler i n the area, a
deacon i nthe church of Shrewsbury anda | andhol der. Qnhis nmother's side, he
was t he grandson of Major Ezra Beaman. Hi snother's second husband, John

% , (continued)
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Temple, was also a nenber of a fam |y of early settlers of the area. H was a
large |l andhol der and a nman active i ntown affairs. Tenple was a Selectnman in
1809 and Chairman of the Board of Selectmen from 1813 through 1818. Al though
current research has not nmade it clear how weal thy Ezra Bigelowwas inhis ow
right, he certainly benefitted fromthe wealth and influence of his famly.
Like his various famly relations, Ezra Bigelowwas also active i n town
affairs. H served as West Boylston Town Clerk from 1813 through 1822, as

Sel ectman from 1814 through 1818 and as Chairman of the Board of Selectmen
from 1820 through 1822. Ezra Bigelow i s associatedwith the Bigelow Tavern
Historic District during its mpst prosperous period.

Ezra Bigelow took out an innholder'spermt in1811. | tis presumed that he
began operating the tavern near the nmeetinghouse at this time. | tis not
known whether a tavern m ght have been operated here illegally prior to this
date or whether the building m ght have been standing at an earlier date,
possibly serving sone other use before being converted to a tavern. | n 1811,
the tavern property, and the property on which stand the distillery and the
store across the street, belonged not to Bigelow but to Major Ezra Beanan, his
grandfather. Major Bearman was both an influential man and a man with a good
busi ness sense. | tis/likely that he had an inmportant role both i nplanning
this business enterprise and i nhis grandson's decision to operate a tavern
and a store near the neetinghouse. After Beanan's death i n 1811, the property
passed to his daughter, Persis Beanan Bi gel ow Tenple, the mother of Ezra

Bigelow. | tremained inher possession until her ow death in 1832. Ezra
Bi gel ow retained his innholder'slicense through 1822, after which he noved
away from West Boyl ston. ¥

The gol den age of Bigelow s Tavern appears to have been limited to the early
years of \West Boylston's history as a town, and nost specifically to its
period of operation by Ezra Bigelow (1811-1822). During his regime, i t seens
that the related distillery and store were both also i noperation, at |east

for a short period of time. After Bigelowleft town, the tavem seens to have

been | ess prosperous. Between 1823 and 1831, it was operated by five
different persons, each for only a brief a time. This lack of continuity,
suggests a distinct lack of success. | n the years 1829 and 1832, no

innholder's license was taken out at all for the tavern. After 1833 no -
further licenses were taken out for it at all.

The tenperance novenent probably had a notable effect on the apparent |ack of
success of the tavern after Ezra Bigelow left. As long as alcohol consunption
was an integral part of daily life, the tavem probably prospered, but the old
way of |ife began to change i n West Boyl ston soneti me between about 1811 and
1821. Cider production for towns i nthe area was at its peak i n 1811 (figures
for st Boylstonwere not reported for 1811). By 1821 there was already a
notable drop i nproduction. Cider i s a good indicator of changes i n alcoho
consunption because it was the nost commonly used alcoholic beverage i nthe

(continued)
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region. Theforce that began to change the ol d habits of drinking was a
powerful tenperance novenent that took a strong hold i n New England after

1800.  The Massachusetts Tenperance Society was formed in 1813. The strength
and rapidity with which the novenent took hold can be seen i n events in nearby
Worcester. I n Wrcester, the first tenperance society, conposed entirely of
menbers of the First Congregational Church, was established in 1830. W thin
only two years, the novenent hadgai ned an astounding nunmber of supporters.

By 1832, the Worcester Tenperance Society claimed almst half of the adult
popul ation of that town. Although current research has not focused on the

t enperance noverent i n West Boylston, it seens clear that itseffects were

being strongly felt after 1827. The nunber of retail liquor licenses in the
town dropped suddenly from seven to twoin the four-year period between 1827
and 1831. Thetown's last retail license was issued in 1833 andthe |ast

Innholder's license in 1841. By 1842 neither innholder's licenses nor retail
licenses were issued for West Boylston. Theeffect of the tenperance novement
was countywi de anddramatic. After 1843 innholders were no longer licensedt o
sell intoxicating liquors. By 1845 only four towns i n Wrcester County |isted
retailers licensed t osell liquor. They were Lancaster (1), Millbury (1),
Southboro (1) and Worcester (4). Tavems, tavernkeeping andthe wi despread
sal e andheavy consunption of alcohol in the 18th century style were dead by
the early 1840s.

Beanan's Tavern in the valley is believed to have continued to operate as a ,
hotel, no longer serving liquor, for some time after 1842 [ tis not clear N> oy
whet her Bigelow s Tavem was operated as a hotel after i t ceased to hold an

* innholder's license to purvey intoxicating liquorsin 1834

Like taverns, early 19th century stores were conmunity gathering places and
places for the exchange of news and|Information. Mre |mportantly, general
stores were major centers of commerce i n country towns. Stores were important
in the lives of townspeopl e because they were the source of many of the

necessities andluxuries of daily life. In the days before a strong
t enperance novenent, when al coholic beverages were anlintegral part of daily
life, oneof astore's largest items of trade was beverage al cohol. Stores

dealt in general nerchandise ranging from foodstuffs to liquor to household
wares, yard goods, articles of clothing, hardware, books, stationery, drugs
and dyes. The general store brought to country towns items from farflung
parts of the world: the Wst Indies, Europe, England, China andCeylon. | n
this way the store brought the "wi de world" to those who hadnever been out of
their towns. Stores were important in the local agricultural econony for
their ability to convert surplus produce into consuner goods. Storekeepers
regularly took items in trade, working as m ddl emen between their custoners
and their market contacts outside the community. Farmers andfarmwives traded
cheese, eggs, cider andother farm produce that was, intum traded or sold
to other customers or to city markets. Qutwork products of hore industry,
such as braided straw mats and pal mleaf hats, nade by local wonen were

(continued)
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encouraged by storekeepers as part of hi sconplex trade relations. Their
trade at the store provided woren outworkers with a buying power they would
not otherwi se have had.

In order t ooffer thew de variety of goods required i na general store,
storekeepers travelled twice a year to Boston or New York t otrade at t he
whol esal e markets. Because of their know edge of the outside world, their
Important role i ntheir communities, andtheir high level of contact with
local people, storekeepers often held public office andwere considered

[ mportant men i ntown.

Stores were common adjuncts t otaverns i nNew England during the period of
Bi gel ow s Tavern, but nmany nore were individual enterprises. At thetime of
the incorporation of Wst Boylston i n1808, there were three stores for a
popul ation of under 600. By 1827 with a population of over 800, the nunber
had risen t oseven. As the tenperance noverent took hold i nthetown, the
nunber of stores holding retail liquor licenses dropped suddenly. | n1831,
with the town population nowat 1,055, only twostores held retail [iquor
licenses. The actual number of stores i nexistence i nthat year i s not
known. By 1833there was only oneremaining store that held a liquor
license. MNo retail liquor licenses were issued for West Boylston after that
year. Current research has uncovered no documentation for the nunber or
percentage of stores that survived thecurtailment of liquor sales.

A general store i nthe Bigelow Tavern District nust have begun operation about
1810, when Ezra Bigel ow took out aretailer's license. A store at this
location seens t o have continued under various managenments through at | east
1832. Bigelow and hi s partner, Peter Holmes, nay have remained i n business
until 1813 or longer. Peter Holnes held aretailer's Iicense from1811
through 1813. Two brothers, Farnum and Seth White, rana store at this
location from 1817t 01827. The last store identified atthis site was A S
G bbs & Conpany. Having started out i n1828, Aaron G bbs took out hi s Iast
retailer's license i n1832. ce liquor was no longer sold i nstores, i t was
not necessary t otake out a license forretailing, therefore, there i s no
convenient way t o know whether or not a store m ght have remained i nbusiness
at this site for sone tim afterward. This buildingwas still referredto as
a store i nthetransfer of theproperty to Persis Beamrman Bi gel ow Tenple's
daughters i n 1835.

Al though fewdetails are known about the actual business conduct at the store
in the Bigelow Tavern Historic District, it canbe assuned that i tfit the

pattern of other general stores of theday. Thelongest term operation of a
store at this site appears t o have been that of Farnum and Seth White. Like
other stores i nWst Boylston, theWites sold large quanities of alcoholic
beverages: 100 gallons of St. Croix and New Engl and rumper week i n1822.

1 (continued)
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Born in 1781 i n Uxbridge, Massachusetts, FarnumWite nmay never have lived in
West Boylston. H was living in Holden as early as 1813 and died there in
1843. W <th a partner, he had purchased Holden's earliest cotton spinning mil
in 1810 and sold i tin 1814. The store i n Wst Boylston my have been

operated by Seth White, with a major part of the capital supplied by Farnum
Vihi te.

Seth White was born in Douglas, Massachusetts, in 1795 and died i n Hol den
where he was operating a store inthemill village of Eagleville, in 1837. He
was active inlocal affairs while living in Wst Boylston, serving as Town
Treasurer from 1825 through 1829, as Selectman i n 1827 and as Town Clerk from
1830 through 1836

A distilleiry my have been i n operation in the Bigelow TavemDistrict as
early as 1811. Peter Hol mes, Ezra Bigelow s partner in the store business
paid the estate of Major Ezra Beaman on January 18, 1812, "for the use of the
Distillery 28 12 days at $1.00 per day" during the previous year. | tis
assuned that the distillery referred to isthe distillery inquestion. | ¢tis
not clear exactly when the structure was built or how long a period of timei t
was inactiveuse as a distillery. | f Benjam n Keyes' rem niscences are
correct, i thad already been converted to residential use by 1818, at which
time i tserved as the residence of Seth White, partner inthe store of Farnum
and Seth White next door. Wen the property was transferred to Persis Beaman
Bi gel ow Tenpl e' s daughters in 1835 this building was described as a

dwel ling. |t appears to have continued to serve as a private dwelling
continuously since that time.

Al though present research has uncovered no other surviving exanples of
distilleries inthe region, distilleries are known to have been common. Cider
distilleries, much | ess conmplicated than graindistilleries, sonetinmes existed
on individual farms. Distilleries were often associated with taverns during
the late 18th-early 19th century period. |In Charlton, Massachusetts, a
distillery was constructed near the Rider Tavern in 1792.  Archaeol ogica
excavations by Od Sturbridge Village have uncovered evidence of the existence
of a late 18th century still house at the Stratton Tavern i n Northfield
Massachusetts. MNo documentation has been found to indicate that a distillery
was associated with West Boylston's other tavern, Beaman's Tavern. ..

Distilleries were common enough i n Massachusetts inthe late 18th and early
19th centuries for there to have been an entry for distilleries listed on the
Massachusetts Decennial Census forms. Although the neighboring towns of

Boyl ston and Hol den are recorded in the censuses from the |ate 18th century
through 1860 as having had no distilleries, the town of Shrewsbury had two in
1811 and one 1821. The sane census |ists no distilleries in Wst Boylston in
1811. This figure may not reflect the actual nunber in existence because
figures were apparently unavailable for several West Boylston entries in

(continued)



IMnut States Departmeant of the interter- "M MW
factional Pane Servioe --fsSKSFfArANAAFGh™ AN o0 b S NANNANNNHK-

Nationd Regga d Hidoric Piaces
Continuation Shet

Bi gel ow Tavern Historic District,

) V¢st Boyl ston, Massachusetts
Sstionmnumbg 8 page W Y

1811,  (ne distillery was listed for thetown i n1821. A distillery i s said
to have existed at another location i nthetown i n1818. This may be t he
distillery recorded i nthe 1821 census, since thedistillery at Bigel ow s was
no |longer i noperation at this date.

Certain characteristics of thedistillery building i ntheBigelows Tavern
District fit, or aresimlar to, specifications for distillery buildings
published i n early 19th century works ondistilling, such as Hall's The
Distiller. Thesituation of thedistillery building, alongside a streamwas a
requisite for anydistillery asi sthecase with Bigelows.

For thesimpler cider distillery, a water source was theonly nmajor

requi rement except for a copper hoiler, a head andworm For thedistilling
of grain, a water source was also required, but specifications for a grain
distillery were nore conplex. Reconmended dinensions for agrain distillery
produci ng eight hogsheads per day were 24 by 40 feet. The dimensions of the
Bi gel ow Tavem Distillery are 24 feet by 30 feet 7 /2 inches, somewhat

smaller. |t was recomrended that the house be of stone and 11/ 2 stories
high. Thedistilling operation was t obe on t heground floor, andt he upper
level was t obe used for thestorage of grain. The lower portion of Bigelow s
Distillery, thepart that was probably used for theactual distilling process,

appears t obe of stone. The upper portion i s1 1/2 stories high—-arger than
called for. This fact may be duei n part totheway theland falls off. A1
1/2 story upper portion nmay have been desirable togive i t a proper appearance
fromtheroad.

It i snot presently known what sort of distilling was done at Bigelow s, yet
the simlarity of thecharacteristics of this building t ospecifications for
grain distilleries suggests a possible grain distilling operation. |t i s not

known what t he common product was of small distilleries i nthis region. Only
a fewreferences t ot heproducts of specific distilleries has been found. The
distillery associated with the Rider Tavern i nCharlton housed a gin still, a
brewery, malthouse and commill under thesane roof, while in Northfieldthe
Stratton Tavern distillery produced apple cider brandy.

In August of 1831 fire destroyed the West Boylston Meetinghouse. Afterthe
meetinghouse fire, theinportance of theoriginal town center waned anda
settlement i nthevalley known as Central Village becane t hetrue center of
West Boylston. | naddition totheloss of the meetinghouse, several other
factors were significant contributors t othedecline of theoriginal town
center andits coimercial district. Qne was probably theloss of a strong
manager, when tavem keeper Ezra Bigel ow noved away from Wst Boylstoni n
1823. Anot her was probably t hedecreasing use of alcoholic beverages i n the
1820s and 1830s due t oa growi ng tenperance noverent in Massachusetts. Since
both t hetavern andthestore depended upon t hesale of liquor, they nust have
al ready been suffering a decline i n business even before the meetinghouse

(continued)
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bumed. Another contributor was anideological split inthe church
congregation which caused a | ess nunerous faction to rebuild onthe site of

the original meeting house while the nore nunerous faction built a separate
church in the nore populous valley settlement. Probably the single nost
important factor causing the eclipse of the center comercial district was t he
increasing strength of manufacturing in Wst Boylston andthe geographical
distance of the town center from the sites of manufacturing.

The unfortunate fate of the official town center would seemto have been
decided very early on. | f the decision of where t olocate the official town
center had been based on practical considerations, the site that was chosen
probably woul d never have been selected. Asite inthe valley would have been
a nmore |ikely choice duet otransportationroutes andexisting commercial
enterprises inthe area. Before the establishment of the town and t he
official town center, the valley site already hadthe characteristics of a
trading node. |In 1795 when the meetinghouse was built, there seens to have
been no comrercial activity or concentrated settlement in the area around the
meet i nghouse site. At the sanme time, there were three county roads
intersecting in the valley near a bridge onthe Nashua River. Already near
this intersection were comrercial enterprises that regularly attracted
people. The Beaman Tavern stood at the crossroads. A sawmill, a gristmill
and a fulling mill were only a short distance away. |n 1804, beforet he
establishment of the town, the inauguration of the first cotton spinning mill
in Worcester County at Lower Village heralded the changes that the Industrial
Revolution would bring t othe valley section of West Boyl ston.

During the 19th century, increasing industry along the town's waterpower sites
caused greater development in the valley than at the hilltop site of the
original center. Mill villages grew up around textile mlls at Lower Village,
Central Village, Harrisville and Oakdale. As early as 1826, there were 200
inhabitants in Lower Village and 120 i n Upper Village (Harrisville). I n
addition t othe comrerce created by the mills, the town also boasted:

. five stores for retailing goods; tw houses of entertainment...; a Post
Office; four blacksmith shops; a triphamer; scythe factory, tanyard;

cabi net maker; wheelwright; six shoemakers; and a bookbinder; t wo
gristmills, oneof themrunning three pairs of stones; three sawmlls; -
clothing works and carding machine. r

Wth the exception of the onetavern andone store found in the Bigelow Tavem
Historic District near the Common, nost of the town's commercial enterprises
seemto have been located in the valley. Current research indicates thatthe
comrercial district around the GComrmon never extended beyond the Bigel ow Tavern
Historic District. The Conmon area also remained relatively sparsely settled
when conpared to areas inthe valley. 1t is nosurprise, then, that at the
time of the rebuildingof the Congregational neetinghouse in 1832, a sitei n

(continued)
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the vall ey was chosen over the original Gimmon site. The Unitarian faction
that hadsplit from the Congregationalists rebuilt onthe old Gonmon site, but
their presence was not sufficient toretain life inthe official town center. ,
Small in size, this congregation never became very strong andnever hada

per manent pastor except for a fewyears between 1859 and 1862.  Throughout it s
history, the buildingwas largely in disuse.

After the loss of the meetinghouse in 1831, the tavem appears not to have
remai ned in business after ca. 1833 when the last innholder's license forit
was taken out. The 1835transfer of the property t othe daughters of Persis
Tenpl e mentions the "tavern property,” while the other buildings in the
district are referredtoas a "dwelling" anda "store." This language
suggests that the tavern may have been vacant and no longer used as a tavern
at that time while the store may still have been in operation.

The three buildings in the Bigelow Tavern Historic District remained in the
hands of Ms. Tenple's daughters, Oive Tenple More Cutting and Mary B.
Tenmpl e Spofford, until the mi d1880s, when both died, Ms. Cutting seenst o
have lived in the former distillery. She appears t ohave rented out the store
building until i twas sold in 1870. Ms. Spofford apparently lived in the
former tavem after about 1852, when Ms. Cutting surrendered her trust for
her sister's portion "whereas Mary Spofford stands in need of said
property...that shemay have managenent of sane and avails thereof for her own
benefit."

By a strange turn of fate, the sane facts of geography that hadled t o t he
nore extensive devel opment of West Boylston's valley settlement duringthe
19th century caused the reinstatement of the old town center as the true
center of the community at the turn of the 20th century. The very waterways
that had made the valley attractive t oindustry also made i t anideal site for
a reservoir tosupply water for a growing turn-of-the-century Boston.
Beginning in 1895the Metropolitan Water Board purchased al | the mills,
buil dings and property along-the town's three rivers. Soon, both the town's
- industry andnearly the entire valley settlement that had grown up aroundi t
were obliterated. Buildings were demolished, sone were noved away, topsoil
was renoved,.and in 1905the valley was inundated t oform Wachusett Reseirvoir.

Wth the basis of i tseconony renoved and it spopulation depleted. West
Boyl ston never acquired nuch of a commercial district inthe reinstated town
center. Theoriginal town center has remained essentiallyresidential and
institutional tothe present day. The former commercial node at the Bigelow s
Tavern Historic District, which hadlong since been converted t oresidential
use by the time of the building of the reservoir, remained so. Md-to-late

« 20th century commercial devel opnent of West Boylston has been nmuch nore
extensive but has sofar hadlittle effect onthe existing buildings in the
town center. The present garage t othe residence in the former distillery was

(continued)
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built i nthel920s as a small confectionery store. | cecream sodas, candy
and gasoline were sold i nthis shingled, hip-roofed building between t he 1920s
and theearly 1940s by Harry "Dutchy" Clayton, who lived i ntheformer
distillery. This was theonly case inwhich comercial activity retumedt o
the Bigel ow Tavern Historic District after theol dtown center was

reinstated. Because nodern devel opment has been confined largely t oareas
along major autonobile routes outside thecenter andt oshopping centers along
these routes, nost of t hetown center has survived intact. | nthis way, the
Bi gel ow Tavern Historic District has been preserved as an exanple of the
town's earliest devel opment—ene of thetown's fewremining touchstonest o
Its commercial past.

The period of greatest significancefor thedistrict extends from ca. 1811 t o
1905, theeraduring which i t was associated with

Beanman- Bi gel ow Tenpl e- Spofford families. Even though theformer store
building was sold out of thefamly i n 1870 andthetavern property i n 1884,
the former distillery remained i nthehands of Sarah M Spofford t hew dow of
a fam |y descendant, Ol iver M Spofford, until 1905.

During this period of significance for thedistrict, thearea served

commercial, agricultural andresidential purposes. Fromtheperiod fromca. , '

1811 into the 1840s, i t seens t ohave served largely comrercial, yet not sooejj
solely conmercial use. Thetavern served both as a tavern andas t he "ox
residence of thetavemkeeper. After about 1818, t heformer distillery served

solely as a residence. Fromthe1840s through 1905, t heuse seens t ohave

becone nore strictly residential, although not entirely so. Fromasearly as

1883 through at least 1906, t heformer store was |isted i n Wst Boylstontax

records as "house andshop,” with one-third acres of land. |t i snot known

whet her t he "shop" was a commercial operation or, i f so, precisely what kind

of operation i t mght have been.

The tavem property may have been used for small-scale agricultureduring this
latter period, asi t nay have also during itsearlier history as atavern. An
1884 inventory of thetavem property nade upon t hedeath of Mary B Spofford
shows evidence of farmng. A harrow and farmng tools valued at $15.00, one
lot of hay, $7.00 and one cow, $40.00, were enumerated. At that time Ms.
Spofford's real estate included t hehouse, barn andthree acres. 1| n ~- -
apparently separate locations, shealso held five acres of woodl and, eleven
acres of nowing andone-third acre of neadow |t i snot clear howthese
pieces of property were actually used andwhat their relationshipwasto the
present house andi t ssurrounding land i nany farmng shenay have done. | t
seens likely that anyagricultural products derived from t heother pieces of
['and woul d have been stored i nthebarn or i nthestorage or work roons of the
house.

The former tavem property continued t obe used intermttently for small-scale

(continued)
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agriculture during the early andm d-20th century, after the periodof
greatest historical significance. | tis not clear whether John W Bacon, who
owned the property from 1895through 1912, ever actually used i t for
agricultural purposes. Weést Boylston tax records list his holdings in 1905 as
house, barn, windmill, shed andhenhouse. No animals or fow are listed,
however. For a short period during the 1920s, a later owner, Mary M Shepard,
had cows, which her son, Law ence, raised without pasturage onthe 2 1/2-half
acre lot. Young Shepard, who later went onto study agriculture at the
Massachusetts State Normal School i n Amherst (now UMass), Class of 1931, sold
m |k to neighbors ona small scale. From 1946 through 1960, the propertywas
operated by Lawence Shepard as a turkey farm with a popul ationof possibly
as many as 500to 600 turkeys. Wst Boylston tax records show that during the
1920s the Claytons, who lived inthe former distillery, also kept "40 fowl."
This small agricultural enterprise nmay have provided eggs for sale in the

mar ket they ran next door t otheir house. n

During the latter part of the 20th century, the district has been two thirds
residential. Theformer tavem property i s the exception. |n 1965 afterthe
death of her husband i n 1960, the wi dow of Law ence Shepard sold i tto the
West Boyl ston Masonic Charity and Educational Associationwith [ife estatefor
herself. In 1983the house anda portion of the former 2 1/2 acres was
purchased by the West Boylston Historical Society as its headquarters. The
remai nder of the land was sold for the constructionof amultifamly dwelling
that nowstands northeast of the former tavern building (outside the nom nated
district).

Archaeol ogical Significance "

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nWst Boylston are poorly
understood, anysurviving sites would be significant. Sitesinthis area
offer the potential for a study of native settlement and subsistence on the
Worcester Plateau andthe relationship of sites inthat area, within the
Nashua River drainage, t oprehistoric site distribution inthe Merrimack River
Valley. Sitesinthis area may contribute t o a better understanding of
prehistoric trade andcultural contacts either t othe north andthe Merrimck
River, the Charles River drainage t othe east, Blackstone drainage t othe
south or Connecticut River drainage t othe west.

Historic archaeol ogical remains described above have the potential t o document
the growth of alate 18th andearly 19th century rural commercial devel opment
as well as provide detailed informationon the social, cultural and economc
lives of individuals who operated andfrequented the tavern, store and
distillery. Each of these structure appears to have been built solely for
comercial purposes. Archaeol ogical andhistorical data together canfurther
clarify the origins of this devel opment as well as provide additional

(continued)
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information on theonly devel opment that occurred i nthis area and its
relationship tolocal andregional economes. Archaeological research can
also provide data specific t othefunctionandconstruction of individual
buildings within thedistrict. For exanple, analysis of artifact and
structural remains associated with thetavern could determne thedate of -
construction for theshed attached t ot heextreme east end of t hetavemel |
and indicate, whether i twas originally constructed there or was noved there.
Simlar remains canalso contribute towards an understanding of the function
and constmction of thestructure that once extended from thenorth side of
the tavem.  Archaeological data canalso help better establish the
construction date for thetavern as well as store anddistillery. Historic
archaeol ogical survivals nmay also provide inforaation ontheextent t owhich
the distillery was used for that purpose. Research nmay also determ ne at what
point thetavem, distillery andstore reverted t oresidential use. Overall,
each structure, particularly thetavern, canalso provide data onthelives of
residents i nthearea since that structure was a community focal point i nlate
18th/early 19th century coimunities.

e NPT (end)
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L.J. Richards Co., 1898.

Vital Records

Rice, Franklin P, ed. Vital Records of Wst Boylston, Massachusetts, Tot he
End of t heYear 1849. Wbrcester: Franklin P. Rice, 1911.

Birth, Marriage, and Death Records, post 1849, Town of West Boylston, Office
of theTown Clerk.

Rice, Franklin P, ed. Vital Records of Hol den, Massachusetts, To t he End
of theYear 1849. Wbrcester: Franklin P. Rice, 1911.

Publ i ¢ Docunents

Records of t heWrcester County Court of Goimmon Pl eas and Worcester County
Commi ssioners', Inholders and Retailers Licenses, 1731-1847. ;
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Worcester Country Registry of Probate, Probate Records for
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Research Departnent, Sturbridge, Massachusetts, for years 1781-1860 (for
West Boyl ston, Boylston, Shrewsbury, and Hol den)

Tax Records, Town of Wst Boyl ston

Oral Interviews *

Tel ephone Interview, S Ceccacci with Ms. Lawence Shepard, June 27, 1991.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of theBigelow Tavern Historic District areindicated on the
acconmpanyi ng sketch nap by a heavy line outlining theboundaries of the
contributing properties. The property lines andstreet boundaries onthis nmap
have been traced from t hecurrent Wst Boylston Assessor's Map and ar e
believed t o be accurate.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of thedistrict include theentire present lots of thethree
contributing properties. Limted toproperty imediately surroundingt he
buildings, thepresent 1.6 acres was all historically part of theBigelow
Tavern District. Portions of theoriginal land holdings acconpanyingt he
bui l dings, approximtely 22 acres, have been dispersed i nseveral parcels
since thelate 19th century.
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

January 6, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places

Departnment of the Interior tox
National Park Service

P.O0. Box 37127 . Y,

Washi ngt on, DC 20013- 7127
Dear Ms. Shull: /
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation:

Bi gel ow Tavern Historic District, 60, 64 and 65 Wrcester Street, st
Boyl ston (Wrcester County), Massachusetts 01583.

There have been no owner objections forthe above nom nation.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notifiedof
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting and
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date have been
Included.

Sincerely,

Lth B. McDonough
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osure:

cc: Susan McDaniel Ceccacci, Architectural Historian
Chai rperson, West Boylston Historical Conmi ssion

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470

. Officeof the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S\a’ory
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