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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small frame building is classically designed
and the main facade is dominated by a large pediment,
Cornice and entablature are plain but there is a
lozenge~shaped molding within the tympanum used
for decorative effect., A three-bay portico-
is fronted with four square posts with simple
capitals and there are two similar pilasters on the
back wall. The single, panelled door is centrally
placed and set into plain surroundings, It is
flanked by two double<hung sash windows, Originally
the building was one room with a pair each of sash
windows on the north and south elevations., At a
later undetermined date, another small room was
added to the rear with one window each in the north
and south walls, Exterior fabric is clapboard,
except on the back wall of the porch where the
boards are hung flush, The building is painted
white and badly weathered, The roof is of moderate
pitch with a metal covering. The structure rests
on brick piers,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jesse Carter, the builder of this school house, was
appointed a "special agent of the State of Florida
without military rank and charged with performance
of such duties as may from time to time be required
by executive authority," The above was stated in a
letter to Carter from Governor James E, Broome dated
February 4, 1856, On this same date, Carter received
his first instructions from the governor as a "special
agent of the state,"

Although Carter's specific motivation for the
construction of a school house is not known, the date
of construction can be pinpointed by the advertisements
which he placed in the Florida Peninsula, then Tampa'ls
leading newspaper. The first ad appeared in the
April 3, 1858 edition under the title "Select School
for Girls," It read as follows:

“The undersigned has erected a neat and
well finished school house near his
dwelling on the bank of the Hillsborough
River at Tampa, capable of accomodating
about twenty~five pupils, several of
whom may board with his family at
reasonable rates. He has employed the
services of a lady to commence the
first of March, from the best schools
in Charleston, well qualified to

teach all the ordinary branches of
English education and music who will
also board in his family,

Tuition without music $7.00 and $10.00
per quarter., Music, with use of
instrument, $25,00 per quarter."

Jesse Carter

Tampa, Florida, February 27, 1858
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE,

A second ad which ran on Christmas Day of
the same year gave many of the specific attributes
of the school including courses to be taught, ,
background of the teacher, equipment and supplies
to be used and described the school house thusly,

"The school room is very comfortable,
having a good fireplace, with com-
fortable seats, desks, etc."

Jesse Carter died on March 25, 1880 and the
property and school were sold to J. J. Hayden who
in turn sold it to Henry Bradley Plant. After the
construction of the Tampa Bay Hotel by Plant, the
school served briefly as an apothecary shop and
tool house. 1In 1932, the building was given by
the City Council to the local chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution who relocated
it to the west side of the University of Tampa campus.
'The building remains on that site at the present time.

Although this structure has been relocated, a
comprehensive survey of Hillsborough County has
revealed it to be one of, if not the oldest,
surviving buildings in an area of Florida which
developed at a relatively late date and an area
which has emasculated most of its earliest structures.
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