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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Thé Pottawattamie County Jail is the only remaining "Lazy Susan' type jail

\
(fﬁ the U.S.A., Originally there were 6 of these structures but only the

igffttawattamie County Jail was 3 tiered. The present appearance differs

from the original in that the brick exterior has been painted. The
original heating system has been replaced with a more efficient system,
Cell structure has been altered by removing a section of the drum at
each cell front. This was done to reduce the fire hazard to prisoners.

The cells are to be renovated and fully restored when the project is

begun., The tier of cells was designed to be rotated by a weight and spring

device however this was never used. Instead, water power and a hand crank

were used. Although now inoperative, the restoration plan calls for a
return to the original design. The following article gives a more

complete picture of the structure and its present disposition.

The Rotary Jail, or Human Squirrel Cage.
Walter A, Lunden

Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians

December, 1959
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

We feel the Jail is significant at both Architectural and Humanitarian
levels. Architecturally this type of structure dates back to a
panoptican structure designed in England by Jeremy Bentham in 1791.
Further history can be obtained by examining the attached manuscript.
Humanitarian significance lies in the construction of the Jail itself.
The revolving cell block inside the drum which makes up one wall of
the cell, caused many prisoners to be maimed or killed when they fell
against the wall. The psychological damage incurred by prisoners was
due to the knowledge that only one door existed, their only escape
route during a fire or other calamity. Man's inhumanity to his fellow

man is epitomized by this structure.
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pp. 149-157

Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians _
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
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