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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The remains of the China Camp shrimp fishery are located within two coves and on an
intervening ridge; this ridge also contains a prehistoric shellmound. These areas
constitute the nominated property, with the inclusion of several hundred feet of
adjacent tide land containing the archeological remains of China Camp and the
existing pier.

The Native American shellmound, designated CA:MRN:110, was originally recorded in
1907 as being a small temporary campsite. A survey in 1977 estimated that 90% of
this site has been destroyed by impact from the early Chinese settlement and modern
parking and footpath facilities.

The cove just west of Rat Rock was one site of the historic Chinese shrimping
community. Archeological remains including foundations, bricks, ceramic ware and
glass, testify to the extent of the settlement. In addition, the sea bed in the
cove contains the hulls of three redwood vessels, presumably sampans. An 1888-89
photograph shows at least 24 standing structures and several piers; however, no
structures stand today.

The cove south of Rat Rock contains extensive archeological and historic architectural
remains of the once-thriving shrimping community. Of sixteen structures which are
presently in this cove, six can be dated to the early (pre~1900) days of the village;
most of the remainder were built in the first quarter of this century. (Five of the
structures, none of which are historically significant, will be razed to enhance the
village scene.)

The south cove contains the following historic structures (see detailed site map):

Structure 8 — This is a long narrow composite building with an original
brick shed (ca. 1880~90), which was used for drying shrimp, and a redwood
frame addition off the north end (ca. 1910-20). The entire building
measures 10 x 34' and has a low gabled roof with corrugated tin covering.

Structure 9 — The "shrimp shed" is on pine pilings over the tide line.

It dates from approx. 1870-90 and is constructed with redwood planking.
Originally, the gabled roof, as with all the historic buildings, was
covered with split redwood shingles. Now corrugated tin covers the roof,
while much of the redwood siding is still in place; overall dimensions
are LO x 25'.

Structure 10 ~ The 305' pier has been lengthened since the early days
of the camp and the original shed was about 35' wider and 75* longer
than the existing wood frame shed (which has a recent corrugated roof).

Structure 11 -~ The existing camp store encloses the frame and siding
remnants of a shrimp grinding shed which dates from the earliest period
(i.e., late 1860's~1880). (The power train and blower apparatus are
still in the rafters.) The enclosing building has a pier foundation
and redwood plank frame and siding (board and batten). The 34 by L5!
store has double sash and casement windows.
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7.

Description

Structures 12 & 13 ~ Both were constructed around 1900 as floating
houses; they are now beached. Building 12 has a pier foundation,
board and batten siding, various windows and a tar and corrugated,
low gable and hip roof combination; building dimensions: 18 x L1'.
Structure 13 has a round pile foundation, lap siding, casement and
sash windows and a tar paper mansard and gable roof combination;
overall dimensions are 29 x 35¢,

Structure 14 - This was a sportsman's cabin erected in 1920-25. The
wood frame building has a round pier foundation, board and batten
siding and a shingled gable roof. High tides removed a front wooden
porch in years past.

Structure 5 ~ This old residence (ca. 1920's) has a pier foundation,
wood frame and siding, fixed windows and a low gable tar roof. Numerous
additions have been fixed to the original structure; overall dimensions
are L& x 307,

Structures 15 & 16 -~ Both were residences built in the 1920fs.

Building 15 has a pier foundation, board and batten siding, fixed and
casement windows and a tar paper roof; dimensions: 15 x 16¢, Building 16
is of similar construction (some shingle siding and a shingled gable
roof)é dimensions: 27 x 15'. A wooden outhouse is off the west end of
No. 16.

Structure 6 - An o0ld shrimp drying platform on a pier fourdation
served as the base for a wood frame, board and tin sided structure
which was erected in 1954 for the John Wayne film "Blood Alley". The
"porch" of this building is a remnant of the drying platform.

Photographic records indicate that at least 28 structures stood in the cove prior
to 1900; which is substantiated by the archeological evidence. The hillsides
above both coves were cleared and used as shrimp-drying fields in the early days
of the fishery. Today the hills are overgrown with introduced vegetation, with
no evidence of the drying fields remaining.

The low ridge between the coves was also the site of several historic structures
related to the fishery. These were situated on the bluff and along the rocky
shoreline. Only archeological evidence of these structures remains, however,

as the hill has been used for parking, and erosion has removed the soils in most
areas.

28
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7.

Description

All of the historical structures have been variously modified to extend their
useful life and to accommodate the changing needs of the shrimp industry. The
original wooden components of the early structures are deteriorated. At least
two of the buildings are in danger of collapsing, and the pier is unsafe for
general use. (The State is planning to preserve the significant structures

in China Camp.) However, these structures have retained their historical in-
tegrity and functional usefulness over the hundred year span of the shrimp
village.
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This data was compiled during a historic building survey of the China Cove area
On August 8, 1977. The survey was conducted by historians and archaeologists from
the State Department of Parks and Recreation. The survey involved extensive inter-
views with Mr. Frank Quan, who was raised in China Camp.

Structure 1 - This building was constructed around the 1930's to 1950's. It is
located at 247 North San Pedro Road, on the northwest side overlooking San Pablo
Bay. A concrete perimeter serves as the foundation for the structure. The esm-—
terior siding is of plysheet and batten, with balloon framing which supports a
cross gable roof. The interior floors, walls and cediing of the building are all
constructed of plywood. Building No. 1 has no historic significance to the China
Camp period.

Structure 2 ~ This building was constructed around the 1930's to 1940's, by Judge
de Mofitana of San Rafael, and was used as a weekend fishing retreat by the Judge.
Frank Quan's cousin, Georgette, bou:ht the structure from the de Mofitana family
in 1955 or 1960, and she and her husband used it as a weekend retreat also. The
partially burned building stands 100 meters northwest of structure No. 1. Wood
piers serve as the foundation for the structure. The exterior siding is cons-
tructed of batten, narrow lap, and plywood attached to a balloon frame. A shed
type roof, constructed of tar and paper, and verticle bottom hinged windows are
also contained within the structure. The interior floors are tongue-and-groove;
interior walls are redwood lap; and the interior ceiling is gone. Structure

No. 2 is not significant to the historic shrimping industry.

structure 3 - This building was constructed around 1940, and is located at 240 A,
North San Pedro Road. Four-by-four concrete pilings serve for the foundation of
the building. The exterior is coated with stucco and balloon framing supports a
low gable roof. The interior walls and ceiling are of plywood, with the floors
constructed of tongue-and-groove. Asstructure at the rear has corregated siding.
There is a chimney with an aluminum extension and a corregated iron water break
at the base of the structure to check tidal erosion. No. 3, has no historic
significance to the China Camp period.

Structure 4 - This building was constructed around 1940. It was used as a shed
and out building for Structure No. 5. Four-by-four concrete pilings serve for the
foundakfion of the building. The exterior siding is of lap and asphalt shingles
with internal balloon framing that supports a low gable roof. The interior walls
and ceiling are of plywood, with floors cmnstructed of tongue-and-groove. The
structure was determined to have no historic or architectural significance.

Sturcture 7 - This building is of recent construction and it contains two rest-
rooms for the patrons of China Camp. The restroom is located at 243 North San
Pedro Road. Concrete pilings serve as the foundation for the structure. The
walls are cinder block, seven feet high, with a screen frame above that. The
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roof, tar and paper, is a basic shed type. Interior floors and walls are of
concrete, with the ceiling being of open wood. This is a recent structure with no
historical significance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The prehistoric shellmound (MRN:110) is a site which was used by the Coast Miwok
Indians as a shellfish collecting camp. Though damaged, the site retains its
intrinsic scientific, interpretive and cultural values. Very few of the once numerous
shellmounds have survived the impact of urban growth; a survey of the San Francisco
Bay Area in 1907 estimated 425 mounds. Our knowledge of the prehistory of this
region is limited, and the remains of MRN:110 likely hold significant data which
reflect the aboriginal lifestyle as adapted to this unique area in California.

Chinese fishermen began taking shrimp in California probably as early as the mid-1860ts.
Numerous villages were established on the shores of San Francisco and San Pablo Bays

in the 1870's and 1880's. China Camp was one of the largest settlements of this

typez and it is the last operating vestige of the Chinese shrimp fishery in the state.

Chinese immigrants arrived in California with the intention of remaining the shortest
time possible. As a consequence, acculturation with western ways was minimal and
traditional technology was employed for decades. Thus, the early component of China
Camp reflects Chinese fishing technology and life style as transported from the
Pearl River delta of the Kwangtung Province.

Records indicate that China Camp was probably well established by the latter 1860%s.
The 1870 census lists 77 male shrimp fishermen living in 15 "dwelling units*; the
1880 census lists 469 people. The village had three general stores, one marine
supply store and a barber shop. Photographs from 1888 show both coves congested with
structures, piers, vessels, and shrimp drying areas. The nominated district contains
significant archeological and structural remains from this era.

Despite racially discriminatory regulations, export bans and the far reaching effects
of World War II, the fishery survives today with a lone descendent of an early
immigrant Chinese fisherman, who operates from the remaining pier and buildings in
China Camp. The Department of Parks and Recreation and local cultural groups have
assured the continuation of this unique historical industry.

The significance of the archeological and structural remains in the nominated district
cannot be overestimated, Four structures in the village date from the earliest

days of the settlement (i.e., the late 1860's through 1890). Two structures, originally
built as "house boats", date from around 1900 and five structures, plus a wooden
trawler, date from the first three decades of the 20th century. The shrimp fisherman
occupying China Camp today has considerable knowledge concerning the architectural,
technological and social history of the settlement.
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8. Significance

Many artifacts from the early period remain in China Camp; these include: the
sampan hulls, pier and building foundations, shrimp drying tables and platforms,
a wooden fan mill for separating the meats and shells, a wood frame shrimp
sorting machine, boiling kettles, wooden water towers, the shrimp grinding

machinery in Structure No. 11, and numerous other significant items associated
with the early Chinese settlement.
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