
1. SITE I.D. NO MAtK INVtNIUKY Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240

2. INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION

Bridges, Trestles, and Aqueducts
3. PRIORITY

1

4. DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 
(SPECIFY THREAT)

D YES DNO /0 UNKNOWN

5. DATE 6. GOVT SOURCE OF THREAT OWNER

TRUSS: timber circa
1918 7. OWNER/ADMIN

Mrs. Ruth Lowe
8. NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 9. OWNER'S ADDRESS

Manning-Rye Covered Bridge Route #2, Box 170 
Colfax, Washington 99111
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W
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A ^^C°UNTYNAME

llH Whitman
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m Wi

11.SITEADDRESS(STREET& NO)

Crossing: Palouse River
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13. SPECIAL FEATURES (DESCRIBE BELOW) 
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16. INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION

Lisa Soderberg I HAER/Washington

] 1:62.5 
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NAME

75 n UN EXPOSED 76 Q ALTERED

State Bridge Inventory

82 D DESTROYED 85QDEMOLISHED

DATE

October 1979
17. DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S), HISTORICAL DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

MATERIALS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS, ENGINEERS, ETC.

The Manning-Rye Covered Bridge crosses the Palouse River outside of Colfax. It was constructed about 1918 by the 
Spokane and Inland Empire Railroad, an expansive interurban electric railroad line scheme that extended from the Palouse 
to Spokane. In contrast to most railroads, the electric railways could provide a frequent, rapid service with numerous 
stops. Because it was most feasible to construct the electric railroads in well developed areas, the promoters focused 
on areas like the Palouse, rather than on areas that had no railroad service at all. By the summer of 1907, the electri 
line to Colfax was completed.

Presumably, the Manning-Rye Covered Bridge replaced the original structure constructed over the Palouse River in 
1907. The timber housing protects a single span timber Howe truss which rests on timber pile abutments, encased with 
timber cribs. Because it was necessary to provide for the connection between the locomotive and the overhead electric
lin^j th*3 tr
18. ORIGINAL USE

railroad

>p of thp hridQ*3 w^*^ ipft uprnvprpd. Thprp
PRESENT USE

vehicular

arp Hnnrq in the housing to ornvidp access
ADAPTIVE USE

for the (CONTOVER)

19. REFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER

Gary Penrod, State Inventory form, Washington State University, September 1974, 
D.W. Meinig, The Great Columbia Plain, (Seattle, 1968), p. 382.
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20. URBAN AREA 50,000 
POP. OR MORE? DYES QSNO

21. N PS REGION

11 II

22. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY g| YES, LIMITED D YES, UNLIMITED 

QNO D UNKNOWN

24. LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? 

DYES |2JNO NAME DISTRICT I.D. NO
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25. PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

DESCRIPTION (CONTINUED)

maintenance of the truss components.
The bridge eventually became the property of the Great Northern Railroad, and subsequently was owned by the Norther 

Pacific Railroad; it remained in use as a railroad bridge until 1967. In 1969 it was purchased by its present owner 
who saved the structure from demolition. At this time, the rails were replaced with wooden planking so that the 
present owner could use the structure for automobile access to her property.

The Manning-Rye Bridge is one of four covered bridges remaining in Washington, It is significant as one of the 
extant struettt^es" ottMFeSrty* e$eetrtc^ratIrcrad T tne^wfthtnj *the* S fate . ^ Tffe ftefnrreY' fn^vtfltcft^e%^ 
to service the electrified locomotives remains the only discernible sign of its original function.


