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The Independence Library is a three story brown pressed brick 
structure of the late Victorian period. It is set on a foundation 
constructed of boulders known as "prairie granite." The two main 
floors, forty feet by eighty feet, are set on what was called a 
"high basement" and topped by a "high attic." The red tile roof 
is surmounted on the street end by a four sided tower covered 
with a pointed tile roof and finished with decorative tin work. 
Though certainly not typical of its period, it does possess Gothic- 
inspired decorative effects, some in terracotta, others of tin.

The three floors are each designed of one long room fronted 
by a three story vestibule containing a decorative wooden stair 
case. Aside from the installation of plasterboard partitions and 
lowered ceilings, the interior remains in its original condition.

When first opened in 1895, the Munson Building had a gymnasium 
in the basement, sewing classes on the first and a library on the 
second floor. Around 1914, the first floor was partitioned into 
manual arts and mechanical drawing classrooms, and a printing press 
installed.

In 1939, the library was moved to the first floor, the second floor 
being given over to meetings; a kitchen replaced the printing press. 
The third floor was used for library storage.

In 1975, minor alterations were made on the library floor, including 
the addition of restrooms, and an exterior access ramp.

Over several decades, the attic and basement were used by Girl and 
Boy Scouts. The stairwell to the third floor has been closed off 
for some years, but plans are being made to restore the stairway 
and perhaps open this upper floor again.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Munson Building is a striking example of early French Renaissance 
Revival architecture. Its unusual design (two symmetrical units 
forming an asymmetrical composition) and use of decorative terra 
cotta and brickwork detail combine to make this an unusual and 
distinctive structure.

Perry Munson, who lived in Independence from 1857 until his death in 
1893, was a machinist and blacksmith by trade. Although in later 
years he ran a grocery, he never lost his interest in manual crafts, 
and the Munson Building, for which he bequeathed $5,000, was to 
be a memorial to that interest. For nearly 60 years, the young 
people of Independence were trained in a variety of mechanical arts, 
including printing, drafting, and manual skills such as wood 
working. Use of the building was not limited to practical in 
struction, however; the Y.M.C.A., the public library, Boy and Girl 
Scouts, and community groups have, since the beginning, found 
space in the Munson Building for their activities.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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