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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i ( known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Unaltered since it was built, the William Seabrook House 
is a two-and-one-half story wooden building with dormers over a 
raised brick basement. Double porticos feature pediment, slender 
columns, arched entablature* Double flights of steps 
leading to first floor portico gracefully disguise the high 
foundations. Iron stair railing decorated with initials of original 
owner. Over first floor entrance and in gable of 
portico are beautiful semieliptical fanlights, also sidelights 
at both front doorways and ornate transom , over second floor 
entrance. Fascia and frieze boards outside porch area are 
in dentil pattern.

Eouse plan consists of four rooms divided into pairs by a 
central^ ha.ll which goes through house from front entrance to back 
garden foor. Unusual double stairways; to second floor form wide arch 
which frames the garden door. rn 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1810, this house established a distinct style of 
architecture which was reproduced, with minor variations, in 
plantation houses subsequently built on Edisto Island. It is 
the most ornate of the early Republican houses which remain on 
the island. Significant architectural features are:double tiered 
portico , arched entablature on upper level 9 decorative ironwork 
stair railing, ornamental facia and frieze boards in dentil 
design, double arched stairways in center hall. Tradition 
attributes design of the house to James Hoban, architect of the 
White House, who practiced in Charleston during 1790s.

William Seabrook, as part owner of the Edisto- Island Ferry, 
bought the steamboat "W. Seabrook" which performed ferry duty 
among the islands south of the city of Charleston during the early 
nineteenth century. One of the landings for this ferry was the 
Seabrook plantation which consequently became a significant 
transportation center.
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