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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Parker Tavern i s located on Washington Street i na residential
area near the center of Reading. The house i s of typical 17th-century
sal tbox design and has two stories and an attic.

The main portion of the Parker Taverni shbuilt on a fieldstone fovinda-
tion,which stands eight inches above ground. There i sawndow i n the
west cellar foundation for ventilation. Direct entrance tothecellar
is only fromthe inside.

The main house displays the Parker Tavern's 17th century character
with its integral lean-to sloping tothe east. The structxxre i s
sheat hed i nwooden shingles with corner boards and water table. The
gable roof i scovered with asphalt shingles. There i sa central
chimey of brick on the nmain house and smaller brick chimey on t he
.1964-65 custodian's ell.

The front facade of thefliouse i s characterized by a fotir-bay arrange-
ment, with twow ndows totheright of the entreince and oneto the
left. Thenorth elevation has five windows irregularly spaced, with
three on thefirst floor, two onthe second, and one i nthe attic
story. The east elevation has a central doorway with, one w ndow

to theright (north) and two on the left (south). The south side

of the main house has three w ndows, one on each floor. The doubl e-
hung w ndows have predom nately 12/8 sash with plain surrotnds.

In 1923 t he Parker Tavern was acquired by t he Readi ng Antiquarian

Soci ety whichrestored thebuilding between 1923 and 1930, During

the restoration several appendages were renoved, t hechimey replaced,
andt he barn noved, In_1964-65 a custodian's ell was added t o the
south side of the house. |t neas\3res twenty-five by nineteen feet
aid i s nade of materials which match those of the main house.
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STATEMENT G- S G\ A CANCE

The Parker Tavern i s the oljiest docunented house i n Reading and i s
an outstandinglocal exanple of 17th century architectural building
methods. | t has al so served as the hone of a nunber of significant
figures i nReading history.

The house was built i n1694 hy Abraham Bryant, Jr., abladcsmth,
Bryant had received the land i n1693 as a gift fromhis father who

had acquired it in 1687 as part of his share i ntown |ands p-urchased
fromthe Indians, Since Abrahams taxes doubled the second year he
owned the property, it is assiuned that the house was huilt in that

period,

Bryant lived inthehouse until hisdeath in 1714» andin 1724 his son-

I n-1 aw Nat hani el St ow purchased thehouse fromthesonof Abraham Bryant
11, Stowwas al so a blacksmth, andsothetrade was conti nued at the
honestead until hediedinthe 1730 s. T-MAAN

The next occupants of the house (from1738t o 1757) were Ebenezer
Nichols, a tanner, and his sonwho was a farner. The honestead at

that tinme conprised 30 acres of land with an additional 40 acresi n

the neadow | ots. Colonel Nichols (the elder) was the most distinguished
owner of the house and was an influential snd highly honored citizen.

He served as town noderator, selectman, and a representative duringthe
critical difficulties with England over the Stanp Act. | nl768 he was
listed as the fifth highest tspc payer i n South Reading, <« ™ "

Prom 1757 "to 1804 Ephrai m Parker, a cordwainer, lived on theproperty,
Parker fought duringthe French sind Indian Vér auidis credited with
service duringthe alarmof April 19, 1775. Records showthat from
1770 until 1785 Ephrai m Parker's house was a |icensed inn, thusthe
derivation of the "Parker Tavern,"

During the American Revol ution the Parker Tavern served as prison
quarters for Col onel Archibal d Canpbell, seven officers and twenty-two
servants, Canpbell and t he 71st Scotch Regi ment had been captured i n
Boston Harbor on June |6, 1776, sind had been placed on parole ina
nunber of the interior towns. | n1778 Canpbell was freed when he was
exchanged f or Col onel Ethan Allen.

(Conti nued)
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Significance (Continued)

In 1806 t he Parker Tavern passed into the hands of the Sweetser
famly who owned i t for over a century. | n1923the house and field
adjoining i t were purchased by the Town of Readi ngwho then soldthe
house t ot he Readi ng Antiquarian Society. The Society now preserves
the house as a nuseum
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FOMB - BU LO NG

MSSAHSETTS H STAR CAL GOMMSS ON
294 \Washington Street, Boston, M\ 02108

HF. 7y,5ki

Fonn no.
117

Areax

Reading (#9)

103 V/ashington Street-

oric Nare Parker Tavern
Ori ginal House
Present Museum

-Arship: O Private individual
Private organization Reading
Antiquarian Society

Public

Original owner Abraham Bryant Jr.
or Deacon |'*athaniel Soow

K" * *ACRIPTION:

Recorded byArchitgctural. Pre servation

.Historical
iooiofi

1980

Organization Rea&lén

Date November 30,

c. 1693 or 1724-25
Dr.
mmgs
Period

Sniirr.ft Rooftrees. Abbott L. Cum-

Style First

Architect none

Exterior wall fabric vsTbod'-shingles

Outbuildings 20th-century tool shed

Major alterations (with dates) pestorpti nn,

1923; Included windows snd. re” 1 appr-ipnt
of cluster chirmey. Tenants win-" 1Pfi4
Moved perhaps o’te

Approx. acreage under one acre

Setting small hill at end of

drive from street. House faces west

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features ad

evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)
On the National Register of Historic Places, the Parker Tavern is one
of Reading's oldest surviving buildings. All of the documentary sources
place its construction at about 1694, but comparative structural anal-
ysis by Dr. Abbott L, Cummings suggests a date of 1724-25. It is the
town's best-preserved example of the early, central-chimney, saltbox

form of architecture. The simple Federal door surround — with pil-
asters formed of recessed panels, capitals delineated by a narrow
molding, and a shallow projecting cornice — is found in a number of

Reading's Revolutionary-V/ar and post-war houses. Twelve-over-eight
windows abut the cornice at the second story, signaling the approach-
ing Federal period. (continued)
HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)
Built either by Abraham Bryant Jr. or Deacon Nathaniel Stow, the house
passed from Stow's estate to Colonel Ebenezer Nichols and his son,
Ebenezer, Jr., in 1738. Colonel Nichols was the most distinguished
resident of the house. He served as an officer in 1722-24 against the
French and Indians, and in the expedition against the French at Louis-
burg, Cape Breton, in 1745. He was in service at Cgpe Point and was
wounded In the battle of Lake George. He became a colonel of a regiment
lander General Abercrombie at Ticonderoga in 1757, and sold his house
that same year. Colonel Nichols drew the earliest mg of the tovm, was
frequently town moderator and a selectman, and represented the tovm
for nine years in the General Court.
Ephraim Parker, who ovmed the house next, ran it as a tavernd&”om. about 1760
through the Revolutionary V/ar. He boarded Colonel Archibald Campbell and
ome of his officers of the 71st Scots Highlanders, who had been taken
prisoner in June 1776 at Boston Harbor.
Located on tne of the original highways, delineated by Colonel Nichols
in 1764, the house was near a crossroads leading to present-day V/akefieid
and V/oburn.
After. 1807, the house was occupied by Thomas Sv/eetser, whose 18-year-old
viife hired herself out for spinning by the vreek.
In 1923, it was purchased by the Reading Antiquerian Society, which
had the building restored by local architects Adden and Parker.
The society now maintains the tavern as a musenm interpreting Reading's
history; it has an active educational department.

BIBLIOGRARHY and/or REFERENCES

1765 nap Ephraim Parker
1795 nap 12. Parker
1830 nap yes
nan T. Rvreetser (Thonas)
1C75 nap Thos. Sweetser
1389 mgp no name (continuing Sv;eetser ovmership)
106 mgp J. J. V.illiams 20M-2/80
Bishop, Rooftrees, Chapter 3.



| NVENTARY FORM GONTT NUATT ON SHEET CeninLinity: Fam No:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CO”*SSION Reading C 117
Office of the Secretary, Boson
Property Ngne Parker Tavern

Indicate each item on inventory foim v~ ch is being continued beow.

The orientation of the house to the west — in a tovm where 17th and
18th-century houses were nearly all built facing south — indicates
that the house might have been moved at some time.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this propwrty been determined eligible? * yes no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | I deteriorated unaltered
CH good I Iruins altered
CHfair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH alterations/integrity — L2
e dates

I Iboundary selection

UN 4 184

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: 7--*
Action: ACCEPT
RETURN.
REJECT.
Federal Agency:

A T7-19

CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet









The follov/ing structure — the Parker Tavern,
at 103 V/ashington Street (formno. C117) —
has already been listed upon thenational

Register of I"istoric Places, alJiditsformis
included here solely forreference purposes.
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