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|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
[T] Excellent [ Good Fair [C] Deteriorated Rui Unex d
CONDITION B! L Ruins O pose
(Check One) (Check One)
[] Altered [ Unaitered [J Moved [X Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rock Ii}and Railroad station is a rectangular two-
story building. ‘It faces the tracks to the west and is approx-
imately 130 feet long and 35 feet wide with an overall height
of 25 feet.

\ The exterior walls are constructed of red brick laid in
running bond and trimmed around, the first floor windows and
doors with rough hewn limestone.

\ The roof form is a steep pitched hip roof covered with
asphalt shingles. The roof splits the building at the first,
floor line to provide a covered walkway around the structure.
This roof is supported by large curved frame brackets. The
roof over the second floor is accented by small gables over
the second floor windows. The fluting in these metal-covered
gables adds an embellishing touch to the east and west facades.
A simple cornice separates the roof from the wall below. A
brick corbel at the roof line provides decorative treatment
and directly below the corbeling a terra cotta design pattern
circumscribes the building. A simple brick chimney rises near
the south end of the building.

The first floor windows and doors occur in large arxched
openings. These arches are constructed of rough hewn stone
blocks and begin at the window sills. Windows on the second
floor are simple rectangles with brick sills and heads.

The building's exterior is in obvious need of paint and
repair. Part of the interior has been damaged by fire and
closed off; the rest of the interior continues in use as the
Rock Island's Wichita freight office.
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Abor iginal ] Education ] Political {J Urban Planning
[} Prehistoric [] Engineering [ Religion/Phi. 1 Other (Specity)
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{71 Agriculture [} Invention [} Science
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[ Commerce [] Literature itorian
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Vg

The Rock Island depot in Wichita was built by the Chicago,
Kansas and Nebraska railway company in 1887, the same year
that railroad entered the city. The Chicago, Kansas and
Nebraska company had been organized in December, 1885, as
a subsidiary of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific railroad
company, which in July, 1890, took over all holdings of the
Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska. b///

The Rock Ighand depot was designed by J. T. Long and built
by A. R. LinQ(/géonstruction of the -story brick building
began sometime in the spring of 1887, and it was scheduled
for completion by late October at an estimated cost of $20,000.
The building was used as both a freight“and passenger station
until the nearby union station w built in 1914; since then
the depot has served for freight transportation only.

The depot is situated just east of the central city
business district of Wichita for which comprehensive redevelop-
ment planning is now underway. In relation to that planning,
adaptive uses of the depot are now being explored by one of
the city planning groups. Among the possibilities under
consideration is that of a senior citizens' recreation center
for the downtown area.

~This structure has been a part of Wichita's transportation
scene for 85 years.- In addition it is a good example of
late nineteenth centuryvng%: '“ oad architecture.
O
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[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES l_vATl'ly'UDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES -
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CCRNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . " ° » ” o ’ - ry » ”»
NE 0 : . 0 : . 37 41 08 97 19 43
SE o , " o ’ " ~
SW o ‘ » o , -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: One acre
{LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: y CODE
e
STATE: CODE [ COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
i
NAME AND TITLE: Richard Pankratz, Planner
Charles L. Hall, Architectural Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Kansas State Historical Society December 7, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:
120 West Tenth Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Topeka Kansas 66612

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [7] State [] Local X
Name M H - w/\
Nyle Q/ Miller

Title Executive Director, Kansas
State Historical Society
Date February 6, 1973

Date

National Register.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histopffc Preservation

A

Date

Ke?ﬁe %f The National Regzster
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Wichita Morning Eagle, October 2, 1952,

Wichita Weekly Eagle, March 4, September 9, 16, 1887; January 27,

February 3, July 13, 1888.

Center City East Douglas Design Study, prepared by the Oblinger-

Smith Corporation (Wichita, 1972).




