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DESCRIPTION

Date
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First Period core with Federal
Style vernacul ar exterior finishes

Archi t ect Unkn own

ifistch Map:
Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboards
Outbuildings Sunken root cellar
Mgor Alterations (with dates) Lean-n
added, late 18th c; ell added, 1981
Condition Good
Moed No Date "1-"-
Acreace 1.1 acres
Setting Se-mi-rural; widely spaced
houses of primarily late 19i:h
and 2Gth century constructicn
YA E N
™ REFERENC 19/350-140/4724-870 Recorded by Anne Grady
Ipswich Organization Boston University
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Property NamerThomas Low House

Indicate each item on inventoiy faxm which is being continued beow.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The Low house retains integrity of location, design, workmanship,
materials, setting and association i nits First Period features The
fram ng of theroof has distinctive characteristics of formand
construction eligible under Criterion C The rest ofthe
construction i shidden behind later finishes except for one post
which has a crude chanfer. The conmbined evidence of thevery wide
chimey bay, wi de summer beam boxes and t he over hangs at t he gable
ends and t heroof framng make it virtually certain that the
concealed structure (andpossibly finish) of therest of thehousei s
First Period m origin. Under Criterion O thehouse i slikely to
yield important information about First Period construction i n the
| pswich area, when thestructure i s uncovered.

The chimey foundation i san early exanple of brick arch foundation
construction, perhaps facilitated by thecresence of clay fields on

the property, [ i ]
EXTERI CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Low house i s5 bays wide, 2 1/2 stories high and one room deep
with a two story lean-to and a wing on theeast (right) end. The
original house was a double cell structure, towhich thelean-to was
added and then presumably raised i nthe 18thcentury. The current
east wing was built i n1981, nmore or less replicating an earlier east
wing. The clapboarded house has an overhang at each gable end. Roof
pitch i srelatively steep. The Federal vernacular exterior has 19th
c. 2/2 sash windows, a plain doorway and a central chimey
(presumably original). Fenestration i ssymmetrical on thefacade. A
bay wi ndow on t hewest side and dianond patterned fastier boards on
the raking eaves were added i ntheVictorian Period.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

The only First Period features currently i nthehouse area single
chi mey post with crude chanmfer and thecollar beans i nthe attic
(survey data indicates collar beanms disappear as a feature ofthe
roof framng of one room deep houses before theend of the First
Period). Chimey bay dimensions, size of sunmer beam boxes, steep
roof pitch and overhangs at t hegable end i ncombination also
indicate First Period construction.

East and west room di mensions are 16 feet wide bv 19 feet deep. ""he
chimey bay i san anple tenfeet wide. e chimmey post visible i na
closet appears t o have an intentional flat chamfer. The longitudinal
sumer beam i nt heeast room and t he summer tie beam i nt he west
chanber have boxes that are 14 inches wide. Other beans are

conceal ed above theplaster ceilings and floors are covered with
tongue and groove boards so joist spacing can not be measured.

Staple to lInventory form hnr>nn
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In t,heattif, six sets of ori inafl Lront and rear Ipr|nc|p7a| raf
remain gl ace, with evidencé of three purlins per sl op Th.
collar eans. AR

In the cellar, the chimey foundation, approximtely 12 feet sauar-

| S conposed of a broad brick arch set on fieldstone walls 2 to 3 feet
J; 7?7, r. A~ A AA™A partition in the mddle of the arch. Anot her

brlck foundatlon the function of which is not readily apparent

angles up toward the left side of the arch. Very large bricks set on
TtTfiridT”? T A to the le?t siL of the arch

LATER S| GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The house received a conmplete overlay of trim i nthe Federal style
tANTA] "UUAApAANTA pifasters and thestaircase with a slim e
elTAenii Tf\7a7lI1f.. ANNN significant
Built into a hill near thehouse i sa 19thcentury (g earlier) root

cellar perhaps 12' by 12' square with rubble stone f ., 4qation and a
carefully constructed arched brick ceiling

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The house i sfirst mentione na deed of 1708 when John Low, who had

d i
htrh property since 1690, conveyed t he houseto
his brother Thorndike.[2] A brickmaker, Daniel C :
to have made bricks on this site c. 1800. Hobson, i s thought

ARSI M

-2-
Staple to Inventorv fnxTn bo’\tcm
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NRI S Reference Nunber: 90000237 Date Listed: 03/ 09/ 90

Low, Thonmas. House Essex MA
Property Nane County State

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
Mul tiple Nane

This property islisted i ntheNational Register of Historic Places
in accordance with t heattached nom nation docunentation subject
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendnents,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in thenom nation docunmentation.

o — 03/ 09/ 90
| ~gnature® of t he Keeper Date of Action

Arended Itens i n Nom nation:

Geographical Data; VBD

The handwritten scale ont hesketch map supersedes t hetyped or
printed one: thehandwritten scale i st heappropriate scalefor
the reduced nap.

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MSHQ by
tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without attachment)
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