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Town I p s w i c h 

Address 36 Heartbreak Road 

Historic Name Thomas Low House 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 

R e s i d e n t i a l 

Res i d e n t i a l 

Source 
Waters, Candlewood, and v i s u a l 
a p n 1 y:; 1 .q 

F i r s t P e r i o d core w i t h F e d e r a l 
Style v e r n a c u l a r e x t e r i o r f i n i s h e s 

Architect Unkn own 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings Sunken r o o t c e l l a r 

Major Alterations (with dates) Lean-n 

a d d e d , l a t e 1 8 t h c ; e l l a d d e d , 1981 

Condition Good 

Moved N o Date ^1-''-

Acreace 1.1 acres 

S e t t i n g S e - m i - r u r a l ; w i d e l y s p a c e d 

houses o f p r i m a r i l y l a t e 19i :h 

and 2Gth c e n t u r y c o n s t r u c t i c n 

Recorded by Anne G r a d y 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date Julv 1985 
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Property Name rThomas Low House 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foxm which is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The Low house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, workmanship, 
ma t e r i a l s , s e t t i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n i n i t s F i r s t Period features The 
framing of the roof has d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and 
co n s t r u c t i o n e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. The r e s t of the 
co n s t r u c t i o n i s hidden behind l a t e r f i n i s h e s except f o r one post 
which has a crude chamfer. The combined evidence of the very wide 
chimney bay, wide summer beam boxes and the overhangs at the gable 
ends and the roof framing make i t v i r t u a l l y c e r t a i n t h a t the 
concealed s t r u c t u r e (and p o s s i b l y f i n i s h ) of the r e s t of the house i s 
F i r s t Period m o r i g i n . Under C r i t e r i o n D, the house i s l i k e l y t o 
y i e l d important i n f o r m a t i o n about F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the 
Ipswich area, when the s t r u c t u r e i s uncovered. 

The chimney foundation i s an e a r l y example of b r i c k arch foundation 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , perhaps f a c i l i t a t e d by the cresence of clay f i e l d s on 
the property, [ i ] 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Low house i s 5 bays wide, 2 1/2 s t o r i e s high and one room deep 
w i t h a two s t o r y lean-to and a wing on the east ( r i g h t ) end. The 
o r i g i n a l house was a double c e l l s t r u c t u r e , to which the lean-to was 
added and then presumably r a i s e d i n the 18th century. The c u r r e n t 
east wing was b u i l t i n 1981, more or less r e p l i c a t i n g an e a r l i e r east 
wing. The clapboarded house has an overhang at each gable end. Roof 
p i t c h i s r e l a t i v e l y steep. The Federal vernacular e x t e r i o r has 19th 
c. 2/2 sash windows, a p l a i n doorway and a c e n t r a l chimney 
(presumably o r i g i n a l ) . F e n e s t r a t i o n i s symmetrical on the facade. A 
bay window on the west side and diamond patterned f a s t i e r boards on 
the raking eaves were added i n the V i c t o r i a n Period. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The only F i r s t Period features c u r r e n t l y i n the house are a s i n g l e 
chimney post w i t h crude chamfer and the c o l l a r beams i n the a t t i c 
(survey data i n d i c a t e s c o l l a r beams disappear as a f e a t u r e of the 
roof framing of one room deep houses before the end of the F i r s t 
Period). Chimney bay dimensions, s i z e of summer beam boxes, steep 
roof p i t c h and overhangs at the gable end i n combination also 
i n d i c a t e F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

East and west room dimensions are 16 f e e t wide bv 19 fee t deep. "̂ he 
chimney bay i s an ample ten f e e t wide. One chimney post v i s i b l e i n a 
closet appears to have an i n t e n t i o n a l f l a t chamfer. The l o n g i t u d i n a l 
summer beam i n the east room and the summer t i e beam i n the west 
chamber have boxes tha t are 14 inches wide. Other beams are 
concealed above the p l a s t e r c e i l i n g s and f l o o r s are covered w i t h 
tongue and groove boards so j o i s t spacing can not be measured. 

Staple t o I n v e n t o r y form hnr>^^ 
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I n the a t t i c , s i x sets of o r i g i n a l f r o n t and rear p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s 
remain m place, w i t h evidence of three p u r l i n s per slop? T h e r l L e 
c o l l a r beams. ^ ^^-^i-c a i c 

In the cellar, the chimney foundation, approximately 12 feet sauar-
IS composed of a broad brick arch set on fieldstone walls 2 to 3 feet 
J;?^; . r.^^ ^ ^A""^ partition in the middle of the arch. Another 
brick foundation, the function of which is not readily apparent 
angles up toward the left side of the arch. Very large bricks set on 
T t T f i r i d T ^ ' ° 7 A to the le?t siL of the arch 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The house received a complete overlay of t r i m i n the Federal s t y l e 
t A ^ 7 A ] """^A r ^ ^ ^ ' ^ p i l a s t e r s and the s t a i r c a s e w i t h a s l i m ' • 

e l T A e n i i T f \ 7 a 7 l l f . . ^^^^ s i g n i f i c a n t 

B u i l t i n t o a h i l l near the house i s a 19th century ( 
c e l l a r perhaps 12' by 12' square w i t h rubble stone f 
c a r e f u l l y constructed arched b r i c k c e i l i n g 

or e a r l i e r ) r o o t 
oundation and a 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house i s f i r s t mentioned i n a deed of 1708 when John Low, who had 
h t r h p r o p e r t y since 1690, conveyed the house to 
h i s brother Thorndike.[2] A brickmaker, Daniel C 
to have made b r i c k s on t h i s s i t e c. 1800. 

Hobson, i s thought 

REFERENCES 

1. Thomas 

nZiTA'ciysiTŷ mr̂ ' °̂  the ips„ich 2 . I b i d : 8 - 9 

- 2 -
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 90000237 Date L i s t e d : 03/09/90 

Low, Thomas. House Essex MA 
Property Name County State 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject 
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
i n the nomination documentation. 

•— 03/09/90 
l^gnature^ of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination: 

Geographical Data; VBD 

The handwritten scale on the sketch map supersedes the typed or 
p r i n t e d one: the handwritten scale i s the app r o p r i a t e scale f o r 
the reduced map. 

This i n f o r m a t i o n has been confirmed w i t h Ann T a i t , MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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PROPERTY Low, Thomas, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/24/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/07/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/23/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/10/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000237 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

>CCEPT RETURN REJECT ^̂ "̂ ^ 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA /jOyCt^'j'^ O ^ - ^  
REVIEWER ^^^aLtAiAfiA 
DISCIPLINE ZiA/^/jDiSJcc^LJtj(-. Q A : S ^ > 4 P ^ 
DATE : i > > / 9 ^ ^ ^ 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/^see attached SLRTQN 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

arc h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
_materials 
'descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable criteria \ ^ 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked - ' 
r e l a t i n g significance t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed . Date 

















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


