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ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

f'l. NAME

COMMON :

Faul kner Honest ead

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATJON Cow*.. IOuh. 3
STREET AND NUMBER
High Street
CITY ORTrOWN:
Acton
STATE copE COUNTY: CODE
MA~,prachusetts 025 Middlesex 017
\ii CLASStFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(«Check One; TO THE PUBLIC
District g Building . Public Public Acquisition: I | Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure S  Private 11 In Process Sn  Unoccupied " Restricted
Object . Both | | Being Considered | | Preservation work | | Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (‘Chec/c One or More as Appropriaf
I | Agricultural I 1 Government . Park | | Tronsportotion I | Comments
{ | Commercial [ I Industrial I | Privote Residence « Other (-Specify;
( 1 Educotionol . Military I | Religious
n Entertainment X~1 Museum I 1 Scientific

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

[ron Work Farm i nActon, | nc.

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY CQDOWRV n STATE:
«3\r:ton, A Massachusetts 025

5. LOCAtJON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

M ddl esex Registry of Deeds - South District

STREET AND NUMBER:

Canbridge andThird Streets 23 isn

CITY OR TOWN:

coon
Gmmbridge ANNNAN - NSTER
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: So
Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Conmonweal t h
DATE OF SURVEY:1970 . Federol [g State . County . Locol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Archives/.Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion S
STREET AND NUMBER:
State Hn.ge . Office of theSecretary of State
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Boston Massachusetts 025.

see continuation sheet
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7.

DESCRtPTION
(Check One)
Excellent Good . Fair | | Deteriorated . Ruins I | Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) fChec* One)
5F1 Altere® early d Unaltered . Moved £] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Faul kner Homestead stands on a knoll on t hesouth side of High
Street i n Acton, Massachusetts. The main section of thehouse i sa two-
storey structure built i n1707. An ell, added at thenorth side of the
Homestead i n1774, nay be t herenmains of a house built i n1738 and novedt o
this site. The present outline of t heHonestead i sconpleted by aneastern
el |l and sheds, added about 1840, The main section of thehouse and t he
additions areall constructed of franme and claboard.

The plan of t hehouse proper i sa basic four roomarrangement around a
central chimey. This plan i sreflected i nthefive bay nmain (south) facade
by t heplacenment of t hew ndows and doorway. The windows areplacedi n
pairs on either side of thedoorway, one pair i neach storey. There i s a
w ndow set over t hedoorway on t hesecond floor. Allthewindows i nthe
mai n facade ar e doubl e-hung sash windows with six lights over nine. The
w ndows arepositioned at irregular intervals, due tothe discrepancies
in thesizes of theroons on either side of thecentral hallway. The
windows i ntheleft half of thefacade, on both floors, arenore closely
set together than those on theright. The chimey and doorway are also
set slightly totheleft of thecentral axis.

The doorway i sa narrow one, with a five light transom over t hedoor.
M. Robert Nylander states that th"re aretraces of "An elaborate and early
exanpl e of a classical doorfranme”. The central chimmey i soriginal, with
(Secorative pilasters setinthebrick work. There i sa smaller, insignif-
icant chimey flue breakingthroughthegabled roof a; the east end of the
main facade. n thegable ends t heeaves are decorated by a sinpl e moul ded
cornice. At theeave line, thegable ends project slightly, toforman
overhang. M. Nylander states that sl*ts remain where pendants were once
attached t odecorate t heeave corners.

Robert Harrington Nylander. Historical Sketch of the Faul kner House.
Acton, Mass.:The Iron Wrk Farmi n Acton, Inc., 1969, p. 9.

2"NyI ander, p. 9.
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St&NIFtCANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian 1 . 16fh Century g] 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable end Known) 2.101
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal S Educotion . Political I 1" Urbon Planning
Prehistoric . Engineering Q Religion/Phi- . Other (Specify)
Q Historic . Industry losophy
I 1 Agriculture . Invention . Science
5?1 Architecture . Landscape Q Sculpture
Art Architecture Q Sociol/Humon-
P~i Commerce Literature itarian
I I Communications ) Military . Theater
I I Conservation Q Music Q Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Faul kner Honestead, Acton, was built i n1707 for Ephrai m Jones,
the man nost responsible for t hedevel opnent of that part of Concord whic?
was incorporatedas t hetown of Acton i n1735. Jones' house wast he
largest i nthenew comunity, apparently planned as a central meeting
piace aswell as private dwelling. The heavy fram ng of the "Hall"
indicates that this was also t hegarrison house where settlers gathered
for protection from Indian attack.

Jones was a clothier by trade, and operated a fulling mill on Geat
Brook (Fort Brook Pond), which crossed his property. Mich of his businest
—particularly thedyeing and weaving of cloth— was carried oninhis
house.

Amm Ruhamah Faul kner purchased t hehouse, farm and fullin*mill i n
1742. H and hi s descendandt Soccupi ed th*house for thenext two hundred
years and gave i ttheir narme.

Francis Faul kner's public service during and after the American
Revol ution gives added historical significance t othehouse. Francis,
who was Amm Faul kner's son, held a royal comm ssion as Captain of Acton'
West Militia, which he resigned inApril, 1775, i nprotest over t he
actions of King George Ill. He also served as a nenber of t he Provincial
Congress and t he Acton Conmmittee of Correspondence and was part of the
association of theContinental Congress. Qn April 19, 1775, he led the
local militia, gathered at t he Faul kner Homestead, t ojoin Captain Isaac
Davis' Mnutemen at t he Concord Fight. Faulkner later aided George
Washi ngton at Dorchester Heights and served at Wite Plains and Saratoga.

Faul kner served as Acton's Town Clerk for 35 years. |1 n1779, he was
a delegate t ot heconvention which produced theMssachusetts Constitutioji,
the ol dest written constitution i ntheworld still i nforce. Wen Faul kner

was conmi ssioned Justice of thePeace, also i n1779, theol d garrison
room of t he Faul kner Homestead becane Acton's courthouse.

The tradition of public service continued i nlater generations of the
Faul kner family. Sophia Faul kner was an outstanding teacher at the
Perkins Institute of theBlind and ai ded her husband, Francis Canmpbell,
in founding London's Royal Normal School for theB*ind. Canpbell, hinmself
blind, was knighted for his.service. Lady Sophia inherited the Faul kner
Hormest ead and nade it her summer hone from 1914 until her death i n 1933.
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Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

commotr: B*ailkner Homestead

STREETAANI"NUM BER:
High Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Acton

STATE: CODE COUNTY:

STATE

Massachusetts
COUNTY

Middlesex
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

7, < LININ Ty

CODE

Massachusetts 025 Middlesex 017

$ MP REFEENCE

United States Geol ogical Survey Maynard.
SCALE: 1;24,000

DATE: 1965
4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
Property broundaries where required,
arrow.

de and longitude reference.

Massachusetts 1965
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ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE  |«uB6ACHUSBTTS
Date Entered DEC 16 W1

Nare

Fatillchn«v HOM Staad

M asM cfaosetts Avenae Historic
Oistxiet

Al 'so Notified

Hon. Edward M Kennedy

8oB. Edward w Brooke
Bobert F. Drinan
Harold D Donohu*

Director, Northeast Region

HR
MMeansi nmm 12/ 14/ 71

Location

Aotoa
MIlddtl*s«x Coiinty

Wor cest er

State LiaisonOfficer

Hon. John F. X Davozen

Ser«tary of the Cosstommal th

Chai znan, KaMaehusetta Historical
Qoani ssi 0oa

Office of the Secretary

State House

Sest on, Massachusetts 02133



6 the' Setyj'eiei”

The Office of Archeol ogy and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

801 19th Street, NW

Washington, D C 20006

Attention: Ms. Sally Marusin
REQ STERED MAI L
Dear Sirs,

Encl osed are National Register subm ssionsfor:

Massachusetts Avenue Historic District,: Worcester
Cooper-Prost-Austin House, Canbridge

Faul kner Honestead, Acton

Nort hborough Town Hall, Northborough

Fish Flake Hill (Front Street) Historic District, Beverly

These have been declaredeligible for subm ssion by the Kafcsachusetts
Historical Conmi ssion, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Conmonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairnman, Massachusetts
Historical Conmission and designatedthe State Liaison Officer.

sincerely yours,

Richard W Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairnsm
RM aw Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion



