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The Faulkner Homestead stands on a k n o l l on the south side of High 
Street i n Acton, Massachusetts. The main section of the house i s a two-
storey structure b u i l t i n 1707. An e l l , added at the north side of the 
Homestead i n 1774, may be the remains of a house b u i l t i n 1738 and moved to 
t h i s s i t e . The present outline of the Homestead i s completed by an eastern 
e l l and sheds, added about 1840, The main section of the house and the 
additions are a l l constructed of frame and claboard. 

The plan of the house proper i s a basic four room arrangement around a 
central chimney. This plan i s reflected i n the f i v e bay main (south) facade 
by the placement of the windows and doorway. The windows are placed i n 
pairs on either side of the doorway, one pair i n each storey. There i s a 
window set over the doorway on the second f l o o r . A l l the windows i n the 
main facade are double-hung sash windows with six l i g h t s over nine. The 
windows are positioned at irregular i n t e r v a l s , due to the discrepancies 
in the sizes of the rooms on either side of the central hallway. The 
windows i n the l e f t half of the facade, on both f l o o r s , are more closely 
set together than those on the r i g h t . The chimney and doorway are also 
set s l i g h t l y to the l e f t of the central axis. 

The doorway i s a narrow one, with a f i v e l i g h t transom over the door. 
Mr. Robert Nylander states that th^re are traces of "An elaborate and early 
example of a cla s s i c a l doorframe". The central chimney i s o r i g i n a l , with 
(Secorative p i l a s t e r s set i n the brick work. There i s a smaller, i n s i g n i f ­
icant chimney fl u e breaking through the gabled roof at; the east end of the 
main facade. On the gable ends the eaves are decorated by a simple moulded 
cornice. At the eave l i n e , the gable ends project s l i g h t l y , to form an 
overhang. Mr. Nylander states that s l ^ t s remain where pendants were once 
attached to decorate the eave corners. 

Robert Harrington Nylander. H i s t o r i c a l Sketch of the Faulkner House. 
Acton, Mass.:The Iron Work Farm i n Acton, Inc., 1969, p. 9. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Faulkner Homestead, Acton, was b u i l t i n 1707 for Ephraim Jones, 
the man most responsible for the development of that part of Concord whic^ 
was incorporated as the town of Acton i n 1735. Jones' house was the 
largest i n the new community, apparently planned as a central meeting 
piace _as well as private dwelling. The heavy framing of the "Hall" 
indicates that t h i s was also the garrison house where s e t t l e r s gathered 
for protection from Indian attack. 

Jones was a c l o t h i e r by trade, and operated a f u l l i n g m i l l on Great 
Brook (Fort Brook Pond), which crossed his property. Much of his businest 
— p a r t i c u l a r l y the dyeing and weaving of c l o t h — was carried on i n his 
house. 

Ammi Ruhamah Faulkner purchased the house, farm, and f u l l i n ^ m i l l i n 
1742. He and his descendandtS occupied th^house for the next two hundred 
years and gave i t t h e i r name. 

Francis Faulkner's public service during and after the American 
Revolution gives added h i s t o r i c a l significance to the house. Francis, 
who was Ammi Faulkner's son, held a royal commission as Captain of Acton' 
West M i l i t i a , which he resigned i n A p r i l , 1775, i n protest over the 
actions of King George I I I . He also served as a member of the Provincial 
Congress and the Acton Committee of Correspondence and was part of the 
association of the Continental Congress. On A p r i l 19, 1775, he led the 
local m i l i t i a , gathered at the Faulkner Homestead, to j o i n Captain Isaac 
Davis' Minutemen at the Concord Fight. Faulkner later aided George 
Washington at Dorchester Heights and served at White Plains and Saratoga. 

Faulkner served as Acton's Town Clerk for 35 years. In 1779, he was 
a delegate to the convention which produced the Massachusetts Constitutioji, 
the oldest w r i t t e n c o n s t i t u t i o n i n the world s t i l l i n force. When Faulkner 
was commissioned Justice of the Peace, also i n 1779, the old garrison 
room of the Faulkner Homestead became Acton's courthouse. 

The t r a d i t i o n of public service continued i n l a t e r generations of the 
Faulkner family. Sophia Faulkner was an outstanding teacher at the 
Perkins I n s t i t u t e of the Blind and aided her husband, Francis Campbell, 
i n founding London's Royal Normal School for the B^ind. Campbell, himself 
b l i n d , was knighted for his.service. Lady Sophia inherited the Faulkner 
Homestead and made i t her summer home from 1914 u n t i l her death i n 1933. 











'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

M i d d l e s e x 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

'7/, ^< I /^//^ /yy 

C O M M O t ^ : B*a i lkner Homestead 

0£ 

I -

lU 

UJ 

S T R E E T ^ A N I ^ N U M B E R : 

H i g h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A c t o n 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 M i d d l e s e x 017 

$. MAP REFERENCE 

United States Geological Survey Maynard. Massachusetts 1965 
SCALE: 1 ; 2 4 , 0 0 0 

DATE: 1 9 6 5 

4. REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

Property broundaries where requ i red, 

arrow. 

de and longi tude re ference. 



BOX i '_ o r. 0 u H 
(illI \ i 

/ fx 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE l«uB6ACHU8BTT8 

Date Entered DEC 1 6 1971 

Name Location 

Fatillcn«v HOMStaad Aotoa 
Mlddtl*s«x Coiinty 

MasMcfaosetts Avenae Historic 
Oistxiet 

Worcester 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
8oB. Edward w. Brooke 

Bobert F. Drinan 
Harold D. Donohu* 

Director, Northeast Region 

HR 
MCMeansimm 12/14/71 

State Liaison Officer 
Hon. John F. X. Davozen 
S«er«tary of the Cosstommalth 
Chaizman, KaMaehusetta Historical 

Ooanissioa 
Office of the Secretary 
State House 
Seston,Massachusetts 02133 



6^ tAe^ S^etyj'eiei^ 

The Office of Archeology and H i s t o r i c 
Preservation 

National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Attention: Mrs. Sally Marusin 

REGISTERED MAIL 

Dear Sirs, 

Enclosed are National Register submissions f o r : 

Massachusetts Avenue Historic D i s t r i c t , : Worcester 

Cooper-Prost-Austin House, Cambridge 

Faulkner Homestead, Acton 

Northborough Town Ha l l , Northborough 

Fish Flake H i l l (Front Street) Historic D i s t r i c t , Beverly 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Kafcsachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liaison O f f i c e r . 

RWH:aw 

sincerely yours, 

Richard W. Hale, Jr. 
Acting Chairmsm 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 


