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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original water tower still stands in Fresno, having been
kept and maintained in an excellent condition. The tower,

approximately 100 feet high, and with a storage capacity of
250,000 gallons in its water tank, was completed in November

of 1894. It is constructed of ordinary red bricks, each layer
stterter-than the one below it, to produce a beehive effect. It

also has a thick inner wall, over two feet in thickness, and
an outer wall of about fourteen inches. There is a passage,
or hollow space, about three feet wide between the two walls.
The outside of the tower has a painted surface over the brick
construction. '

Original plans called for three floors to be constructed
under the tank itself, however, only a second floor was
constructed with its entrance by a winding staircase. The
second level then, has a very high ceiling. '
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fand its stately other century charm.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1891 Geogge W. Mayer, a Chicago architect, was commissioned
to design Fresno's hew water tower. The great Chicago fire
had taken place twenty-three years earlier, and Mr. Mayer had
been impressed by two things in that year of 1871. First the
Chicago Public Library had been burned to the ground; and
second, the Chicago Water Tower had survived and was used as

a temporary city library as books began being replaced by
various donors. Evidently Mr. Mayer thought highly of a library
in the water tower, because his plans for the Fresno Tower were
modeled after the Chicago tower and included provision for the
library. Fortunately for future library patrons, this part of
the architect's plan was never adopted. The second floor of
the tower was built, but the third level was never. added. The
Fresno Water Tower, since its completion in 1894, was in
constant use until 1963 when the pumping machlnery was no longer
§ggguate. The real value of the building, now that it no longer]
stores water, is to be found in its graceful beauty, its symmetrly




Fresno Past and Present, Vol 6, Number 4, "The Fresno Water
Tower', Spencer Kendig.
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