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1. Name of Property

historic name Five Qxrners Hstoric District

other names/site number. South Center

2. Location

street & number Spring, Green River, New Ashford, Hancock, and N~ not for publication
Sloan Roads

City or town Willi amstown N/AI vicinity

state Massachusetts ondR  MA county Berkshire code 003  zip code 01267

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this K nomination

G request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally D statewide Si locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

0-\JIMy"ajL\
Sgn~ture of certifying official/Title JuditlX_B. McDOHOUghDate ExeCUtive Director

;sachusetts Historical Cortmission, State Historic Preservation Officer
state of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby cerJiJy”at the property is: Date of Action

[littered in the National Register,
n See continuation sheet.
n determined eligible for the

National Register
n See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

« removed from the National
Register.

n other, (explain:)



Five Gorners Historic District Berkshire Qounty, M
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) {Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)
13 private .+ bluilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
13 public-local K district 26 11 -
e public-State e site buildings
e public-Federal e structure 2 1 sites
e oObject
structures
objects
30 13 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
BOMESTI C single dwel |ing BDOMESTI C single, multiple dwelling
EDLCATI ON school EHOUCATI ON - school
RELIGON church RELIG QN church
CORERE TRAE  tavern/store CDNERE TRLE  store
AR GLTURA: agricijltural fields and AR CGLTURAL agricultural fields, outbuildings
out bui | di ngs, storage and storage
FUNNERRY.  cenetery FUNNERY: ceneterv
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
COLONIAL: Georgian foundation STONE: granite
EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal valls VDD weat herboard, shingles
MD 19th (ENIURY: Geek Revival BRK SWNIHENC SO NG vinyl

LATEMCIGR AN Gothic, Italianate, Eastlake roof ASHHALT, STONE slate

LATE 19th &20th (AENTURY ReM VALS Col oni al other
Revi val

OTHER: National Folk Style
Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7.  DESCR PTION

The Five Corners Historic District, also known as the South Center District
located inWIIliamstown, Massachusetts, consists of 30 contributing buildings,
structures, objects and sites which collectively conprise the small South
WIlliamstown residential and commercial crossroads. WIIliamstown islocated
in the northwest corner of Berkshire County, Masschusetts in the foothills of
the Berkshire Muntains. The district is at the crossroads of three river
val leys at the southern part of WIIliamstown which is bordered by North Adans
to the east, New Ashford and Hancock to the south, the New York State line to
the west and the Vernont State line to the north.

The 58 acre district surrounds the five road intersection of Cold Spring Road
(Route 7) and Green River Road (Route 43) from the n2rth. New Ashford Road
(also Route 7) from the south, Hancock Road (also Route 43) from the southwest
and Sloan Road from the west. The district is surrounded by farm and to the
north and east and the Green River to the east, by residential areas And a
golf course to the south and southwest and by scatteredresidential properties
with open farm land on the western borders.

The district boundaries follow property lines including theproperties
surrounding the five-way intersection and extending two to four lots along
each road from the main intersection. Presently nearly alltheproperties
included inthe district are used for residential purposes with the exception
of the Sloan Tavern, now known as the Store at Five Corners, the Second
Congregational Church, and the South Center School which continues as a
nursery school today. There are twenty-two lots with thirty-seven buildings,
three structures (the bridge over Hancock Brook, a wellhouse, and a silo
structure), and three sites (the Cenetery, a park, and the site of the cheese
factory).

Key to the district is the setting with surrounding agricultural fields, river
valleys and foothills beyond. The |andscape plays a significant role in
conveying the devel opment patterns of the Five Corners District as well as
being visually cohesive and contributing to the overall aesthetics. The
approach from Wlliamstown via Cold Spring Road is high overlooking the river
valleys and the core of the district isreadily discemable fromthis view
shed with agricultural fields and substantial farm conplex to the east, the

i nposing commercial buildings at the center, and scatteredresidential sites
vi ewabl e along New Ashford, Hancock, and Sloan Roads.

(continued)
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The topography conveys a clear picture of the district's location and historic
devel opnent as a separate village in the nineteenth century. To the southeast
is the New Ashford Valley, originating in the town of New Ashford and through
which the Green River flows carrying the runoff of Greylock Muntain range and
its foothills tothe east andBrodie Muntain tothe west. The Hancock Vall ey
begins i n Hancock, Massachusetts with the west branch of the Green River, also
known as' Hancock Brook, flowing through. The Taconic Mountain range i s to the
west. Hancock Road parallels the river which is south of the road. The G een
River Valley begins where the east andwest branches of the Green River join
and the river flows northward through the narrow valley between Deer Ridgeto
the east and Stone Hill tothe west.

Buildings inthe district aredomestic in scale andcontext and are one and
one-half t otwo andone-half stories inheight. Mst are well preserved

di splaying wood clapboards and shingles i n good repair. The only masonry
building is constructed of bricks nmade on the property in 1813. Very little
el aboration exists on the buildings of simplistic design. Three dwellings
have been covered with vinyl siding.

Most buildings date from the late Federal tolate Industrial Periods of

devel opnent with the Federal and National Folk styles as predom nant
architectural styles. Only a couple of exanples of early twentieth century
architecture areextant. Mst buildings are vernacular interpretations of the
popul ar styles of each time period. The National Folk Style (described i n
Virginia & Lee McAlester's A Field Guide t oAnerican Houses) echoes the Geek
Revival plan of the gable front shape with or without a side el | or wing. The
term National Folk Style, is used torefer tothose dwellings which do not
have the degree of el aborationor styled simplicity of the Geek Revival form
nor the el aborationof the later Italianate Style which also evolved fromt he
G eek Revival. The plan is proportionally narrower with a steeper pitchto
the roof and the el aborationis remniscent of a form of folk art.

Noncontributing resources which are modern in construction but which retain a
sense of the domestic scale anddesign of the contributing propertiesinclude
garages and sheds built after 1940, four dwellings, and the bridge at Five
Corners over Hancock Brook. The dwellings of simlar scale and design include
two 1950s capes with side ells at 54 Sloan Road and 42 New Ashford Road, a
1930s garage which was added t oandrehabilitated at 29-31 New Ashford Road,
and the tenant farmhouse at 2480 Green River Road which would be contributing
it a date earlier than 1942 was known.

(continued)
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Descriptions of thecontributing properties i nthedistrict follow and are
presented i nchronological order toconvey theevolution of thedistrict from
the earliest dwelling, the Sarmuel Clark House built i nca. 1765 tothe |atest
contributing buildings of a farm conplex constructed i n 1939.

Residential Buildings

The Sanuel Clark House (ca. 1765, Map #29), located at 83 Sloan Road i satwo
and one-half story, three-bay center entrance dwelling with massive central
chimey sheathed i nwood cl apboards. The house has an incorporated rear el |l
with salt box roof and a 1989 side el | addition which i sin keeping withthe
simplicity of the Second Period structure. @ theproperty i sa wellhouse
(ca. 1765, Map #29) which also contributes tothesimplistic design of the
early building.

The Anbrose Hall House (ca. 1806, Myp #10) i slocated on a large parcel of
land at 2143 Cold Spring Road. The Third Period or Federal Style dwellingi s
tw stories with a five-bay main facade, hipped roof and twin interior
chimeys. The five bay main facade i smarked by two story pilasters
separating each bay. The main entrance has a fanlight and half-sidelights
with a wide projecting nolded lintel.

The Ebenezer Foster House (1808, My #30), at 153 Hancock Road, displays a
transitional design between the Federal and G eek Revival Styles. The five-
hay facade i ssimlar tothat of theAnbrose Hall House with the two-story
pilasters flanking thecentral bay andwith thelarge second story central bay
with wide frame toincorporate thew ndow and i nthis case flanking |ouvered
shutters. The center entrance i scharacterized by theFederal Style
elliptical fanlight and flanking half sidelights and a Colonial Revival open
hi pped roof entrance portico. Wndows of twelve-over-twelve sash are set in
plain frames with slightly projecting lintels. The tall chimeys with
corbelled tops arelocated just inside theendwalls. The house i stwo bays
deep with templar gable ends each with a roundheaded blind fan withinthe
gabl e peak.

The only masonry building i nthedistrict i stheDr. Alanson Porter House
(1813, Map #27) located at 61 Hancock Road. This substantial dwelling also
displays theFederal Style with a five-bay center entrance main facade, hipped
slate roof and twin interior chimeys. Constructed on a granite foundation
the redbrick dwelling has granite window sills and splayed lintels with two-
over- two sash and flanking shutters and a nodest panelled center entrance with
roundheaded fanlight framed with a stone arch with central keystone. O note

(continued)
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is the iron tierod visible on each end.

Dwel lings built in the 1830s include the Eddy Crandell House (1832, Mp #26)
at 51 Sloan Road, the Justus Tower House (1836, Mp #25) at 41 Hancock Road
and the Sloan Tavern Wng (ca. 1830, Mp #11) which was noved to itslocation
at 2478 Green River Road in 1924 and converted to a dwelling for a tenant
farmer. Each of the three buildings displays Geek Revival details and the
Justus Tower House has been altered substantially with additions and vinyl
siding. |t appears to be a vernacular form of Greek Revival or simlar to
sone of the mid- nineteenth century properties which are representative of the
National Folk Style descending from the gable front Geek Revival form The
Sl oan Tavern Wng is a five-bay, two-story building with center entrance and
smal | single sash windows under the eave on the main facade, also found on the
Eddy Crandell House. The ca. 1924 additions include the open Colonial Revival
entrance porch and the pediment dornmers. Both the Eddy Crandell House and the
Justus Tower House are similar to the gable-front-and-wing house, a common
National Folk Style footprint descended from the G eek Revival plan.

The Ira Clark House (1855-1857, Mp #16) at 62 New Ashford Road is one of the
only md-nineteenth century exanples of a Greek Revival cottage in the Cape
Cod tradition. The entrance has been altered so that the building now
displays a sidehall plan rather than the five-bay one and one-half story Cape
with center entrance (west facade). The corner posts with caps, the boxed
cornice with eave overhang and returns, and the sinple wi ndow franes are
vernacul ar forms of the Geek Revival Style. Alterations include the two
pedi ment dormers with paired sash, the ca. 1950s one-story el |l on the east
side and the square stained glass wi ndow on the west facade.

Three wel |l defined exanples of the National Folk Style were built by Benjamn
Mills as part of the Mills School for Boys in ca. 1866. Similarities in
detail prevail inthe three properties which were inall likelihood
constructed by the same local builder. The plainest exanple is the Mnnie
Rounds House (ca. 1866, Mp #23), located on abutting lots to the other two
but facing Hancock Road. The typical Nw England gable front plan has a full
wi dth shed roof porch characteristic of the National Folk Style. The house
has been altered with the application of synthetic siding, one-over-one

repl acement sash, and the enclosed side porch with extending dormer.

Di splaying the gable-front-and-wing plan which is derived from the comon L

(continued)
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plan of the md-to-late nineteenth Geek Revival/ltalianate periods of
architecture is the Sigma Chi Lodge (ca. 1866, Mp #24) |ocated behind the

M nni e Round House on Sloan Road. The tall two-story dwelling has a center
entrance in the gable front with flankinglong Geek Revival two-over-two

wi ndows. There is also a center entrance on the gable roof side and the porch
wraps from the gable front to the southeast side of the dwelling. The wap
porch with chanfered posts and interesting open bracket detail is also found
on the Benjamn F M|l House (ca. 1866, Mp #22) next to the S gna Chi Lodge
on Sloan Road. h this property the porch also waps from the gable roof
five-bay side to the gable front side which also has a center entrance flanked
by long floor to ceiling windows simlar to the Signa Chi Lodge. The Benjamn
J. Mills House displays the nmassed plan which is tw rooms deep with twin
interior chimmeys not unlike the plan most commonly found in Second and Third
Period dwellings in the northeast.

The remaining four residential properties which contribute to the
architectural integrity of the district exhibit varying degrees of
architectural elaboration. The three exanples on New Ashford Road are
unadorned and the Second Congregational Church Parsonage (1885, Mp #28) on
Hancock Road are the nost elaborately detailed residential property in the
district. The Queen Anne/Colonial Revival, tw and one-half story dwelling
displays a gable-front plan with one-bay wide gable el l and infill entrance
porch. The jerkinhead gable front has a decorative vergeboard recalling

pi geon cotes, a squared oriel with decorative tab brackets and a raking eave
overhang on the bay or oriel. The roof is slate and the buildingis sheathed
in wood clapboards at the first story level and shingles above.

v New Ashford Street are the Sarah C Smth House (ca. 1885 Mp #20)

di splaying the National Folk Style, the Robert Phelps House (ca. 1910, Mp
#18), a later version of the National Folk Style, and the Ay Russell House
(ca. 1882, Mp #17) an altered exanple from the Colonial Revival Style with
the applicationof synthetic siding which also covers or elimnates trim
these three sinple dwellings the most interesting in terms of detail is the
Sarah C Smth House which as a sidehall entry gable front-and-wing plan and
sone detail such as the decorative vergeboard and the porch within the L-plan
with turned posts and bal asters.

(continued)
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Commrercial and Institutional Buildings

At thecenter of theFive Corners District i stheSloan Tavern (ca. 1770/ ca.
1830, Myp #12) on t hecorner of New Ashford and Green River Roads. Wen first
constructed i nca. 1770 as a tavern, thebuilding was a one-story structure of
substantially smaller size than thepresent Store at Five Corners. The second
story and Greek Revival details were added after 1833 when John P Jordan
becanme owner. The wide five-bay gable front facade has a tenplar pediment
supported by four squared monumental columms. The building has recently been
renovated and has new wood cl apboard siding. Characteristic of theformand
style of theca. 1833 additionstothe Sloan Tavern arethesmall wndowsi n
the frieze band, thecorner pilasters, and thelarge two-over-two w ndows.

The South Center School (1868, Myp #13) at 32 New Ashford Road i sa sinmple
utilitarian structure with elements of Geek Revival style. The sinple three-
bay |ong gable roof building has a center entrance with a small shed roof
porch, windows i nplain frames and six-over-six sash, and a wide rake i n the
gable ends and returns.

The nost el aborate building i nthedistrict i sthe Second Congregational
Church (1874-1875, Myp #28) on Hancock Street. The church and parsonage were
built at thesane time and designed by a M. Qumings of Troy, New York who

al so designed theGreylock Institute (nolonger extant). The construction was
completed by local contractor, Henry B Curtis. The large gable front
building with steeple of three stages displays thecommon and traditional
meeting house form of theeighteenth and early nineteenth century which has
been el aborated with Gothic Revival and Eastlake trim  The pointed arched

wi ndows and doors have drip nolded detail, thefrieze of thegable peak, under
the eaves and t he base of thesteeple have a reverse picket design with cross
etched on each picket, and theslightly projecting central bay has a tri-
partite stained glass w ndow.

Ot her Contributing Resources

The Sout hlawn Cenetery was set aside by Isaac Stratton i n1769 althought he
earliest stone i sfrom 1777. At theend of a small lane, the4.2 acre
cemetery i sat theconfluence of theHancock and New Ashford Brooks, the east
and west branches of theGeen River. |t has approximately 425 stones and i s

(continued)
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in continued use. Mature trees are scattered over the acreage. O der stones
are invarying degrees of disrepair.

The Barns and Silos (1939, Mp #11) at 2480 Green River Road are inportant for
the visual context of a large working dairy farmand for thearchitectural
scale and massing of the barns and connected silos. The wood clapboard barn
has a gambrel roof with broken roof el | along the east side. A series of
stall or stanchion windows line the west side facing Green River Road. The
silos, constructed of wood staves bound by iron hoops have a common roof
meking themone structure.

Archaeol ogical Description

While no prehistoricsites are currently recorded in the district itis
possible that sites are present. Site densities are low in this area of
Massachusetts, however, probable underreporting in the area conbined yith the
locational characteristicsof the property indicate favorable conditions for
native settlement and subsistence activities. The district is located at the
crossroads of three river valleys containing several well drained terraces
with mniml slopes bordering the Geen River, Wst Brook and an unnared
stream These criteria conbined with the size of the district (58 acres) and
known regional site densities indicate a noderate sensitivity for locating
prehistoric resources.

There is a high potential for locating significant historic archaeological
remains within the district. Structural remains likely survive from the
districts early farmsteads, however, structural remains fromthe district's
early 19th century commercial/industrial buildings are more conmon.

Archaeol ogical survivals of Issac Stratton's ca. 1762 log cabin my exist on
the southwest corner of |ot #3 near Sloms Tavern. Structural remains from
other tavern houses or residences, presently unknown, dating to the 19th and
possibly 18th centuries my also survive within the district. Structural
remains from commercial/industrial buildings are concentrated in the center of
the district near the juncture of Hancock, New Ashford, Geen River, Cold
Spring and Sloan Roads. Structural remains may survive from the Butler and
Smth wool and felt mill located inmediately west of Bloedel Park. The mill
was powered by water from Hancock Brook (Green River) and was |ater converted
to a plane factory after 1833 with a small store and Post Office. A cheese
factory, operated by the Mill famly in ca. 1839 was |ocated at 54 Sloan Road

(continued)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.) A:CI_I-I-E]-UE
Kl A Property is associated with events that have made A HIOY
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

SI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lacl< Period of Significance
individual distinction. ca. 1765-1942

« D Property has yielded, or Is likely to yield,
information Important In prehistory or history. ,

Criteria Considerations >> > Significant Dates
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) N/A
Property Is:

X A owned by a religious Institution or used for

religious purposes. N
Significant Person

\L B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A
¢ C a birthplace or grave.

Cultural Affiliation

(3 D a cemetery. N/A

* E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

« Fa commemorative property.

+ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder

within the past 50 years. N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
e preliminary determination of individual listing (36 IXI State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested e Other State agency
e previously listed In the National Register » Federal agency
« previously determined eligible by the National ~ Local government
Register e University
« designated a National Historic Landmark e Other
» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# . | o Massachusetts Historical Conmission
* recorded by Historic American Engineering WI lianstown Hstorical Gnmission

Record #
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approximately g8 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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2LL"™ |6|4]4|0]|2i0] |4i7]|2i416i6i0l & See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

if sUﬂczﬂgn
plaln Why oundarley were selected on a continuation sheet.)

Cllfford Dickinson, Williamstown Historical Commission, and Gretchen Schuler NR Edit,
nameftitte Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 1992
street & nnmhpr 80 Boylston Street tPlephnnP  (617) 727-8470
city or town _ Boston state VA zip code Q™16

Additional Documentation
Submit the following Items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or humerous resources.
Photographs

Representative blacic and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Various
street & number. telephone

city or town state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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and demolished i nthe 1950s. A starch factory was also operated at that
location. Oher commercial/industrial sites include a blacksmth shop
originally located on t heeast side of New Ashford Road near t he G een River,
the original site of the Sloan Tavern which was noved back from theroadi n
1924, Hubbel's Store, ca. 1806 |located i nt he southeastern corner of Lot 31at
the corner of Sloan and Cold Springs road and thesite of Daniel C Mrey's
store, ca. 1839 originally located i ntheeastern portion of Bloedel Park.
Another important historic sites complex i nthedistrict i slocated i n the
vicinity of 2143 Cold Spring Road where the 1842 MiIls School for Boys was
originally located on theearlier site of Lynan Hubbels homestead. The Mills
School was destroyed by fire i nthe 1870s and replaced by t he Greyl ock
Institute. The Greylock Institute was converted totheldlewild Hotel i n
1895.  The hotel was closed i n1920 and later demolished i n 1932.

Archaeol ogical survivals also likely exist for mll races, tail races and
canal s used t oharness water power from the Green River (Hancock Brook). The
remai ns of occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) also
likely remain around thedistrict - domestic, industrial, commercial, civic
and religious structures which still remain as well as those no |onger extant.

(end)
8. STATEMENT ¢ Sl GN FI CANCE

The Five Corners Historic District i sawell preserved cluster of resources at
an important crossroads that retains itsresidential and institutional
buildings within therural landscape. The district i sthecore of South
Wlliamstown and was also referred toas South Center. |t retains exanples
from each period of devel opment presenting a continuum of theevolution of a
secondary village center from a Second Period farmhouse through the Early and
Late Industrial Periods and continuingthrough theexpected growth of theearly
to mdtwentieth century when thefive roads of theintersection were
increasingly used topass fromWIliamstown toother parts of the Berkshires
and beyond. The intrusions are fewand are consistent i nscale and style with
the contributing resources. The district remains a secondary rural
agricultural crossroads with one store, church, school and working farmand
many nodest dwel | ings surrounding theintersection. The Five Corners Historic
District retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and associationand fulfills Criteria A and Cand

(continued)
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Criteria Considerations A° B and D of t he National Register of Historic Places
at thelocal level.

Incorporated i n1765 Wlliamstown was thefarthest outpost i na line of forts
along thenorthern border of Massachusetts, which were under the command of
Col onel Ephriam W Illiams Jr. after whomthetown was naned. W/ Iiams had been
conmmi ssioned by t hegovernor of Massachusetts tolay out two townships at the
headwaters of theHoosic River i n1739. Boundary disputes with those i nNew
York State belabored theactivity which was not conpleted until 1749 when East
and West Hoosuck were established. Colonel WIlliams, who was killed at the
Battle of Lake George, had stipulated that land not distributed beforehi s
death would be sold and theinterest would be used toestablish a "free school
in thewest township as long as thetownship was i n Massachusetts and nared
after Williams. Thus WIlliamstown was incorporated and thefree school was
chartered i n1793 as W lliams College.

The northwestern corner of Massachusetts was laid out i n housel ots nany of
which went to Fort Massachusetts soldiers i n1752. A fourth division of lots
and access roads was nade i n 1765 and these included those lots i nthe area
known as South W Iliamstown. Four lots had a common point which became pivotal
in thesettlement of South WIlliamstown, theintersection known as South
Center, later Five Corners. The arable land, large lots andhilly topography
with water resources and woodl ands separating thearea from thenain part of
Wlliamstown contributed tothedevel opment of a separate commercial, social
and economc village. For abrief time a separate political structure was
consi der ed.

The econony of Wlliamstown was based on subsistence farm ng which by theearly
1800s expanded t o commercial grain and root crops. Mills were establishedon
the Geen River and it sbranches including sawm|lls, gristmlls and a cider

mll on New Ashford Road south of Five Corners. A local demand for charcoal to
fire theglass furnaces and lime kilns i nCheshire and theiron furnacesi n
Lanesboro and Richnond pronpted theconstructionof charcoal kilns and pits
throughout theheavily wooded areas of South W lliamstown. The cutting of
timber on thenountain sides provided income and potential for pasture |and
which was conducive toraising sheep and cattle. These local industries
brought an influx of famlies to South WIliamstown and South Center becare
wel | connected with theregular stagecoach route linking WIIliamstown, through

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
&%)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Five Qorners Hstoric District
« N L « R E N WI | i anst own (Berkshire Gounty)
Secti on nunber 2— Page—— Massachuset t s

South Center, with Massachusetts towns of Hancock, New Ashford, and Pittsfield
as well as Berlin, New York passing through South Center.

At the beginningof the nineteenth century, there was a tavern, a store, a
school house and a burying ground at South Center. The construction of a
meet i nghouse i n 1808 unified South WIIliamstownand established a center at
Five Corners. By 1827 a post office had been opened i nthe tavern addingto
the self sufficient quality of the small rural center. The Second
Congregational Parish was formed i n 1836 which was one nore step inthe
formation of South Center as a separate civic and social center. In 1844 the
upper room of the 1808 meetinghouse was designated as the location of town
meeting which were to alternate between South Center and WIliamstown. This
led to divisiveness which nearly ledto the secession of SouthW I1lianmstown.

The first settler of South Center at the core of South WIliamstownwas |saac
Stratton who in 1761 built a [ og cabin (no longer extant), near the location of
Sloan's Tavern (Myp #12), and soon after built a house i n 1769 on the edge of
the Five Corners District on land which now i s part of the golf course. |In ca.
1765 Sanuel Clark built the Second Period saltbox (Mp #29), Stratton set aside
land for the burial ground (Myp #14), and Saruel Sloan purchased |and from
Stratton and built Sloan Tavern (Mp #12) by 1770. Al | three early settlers,
Stratton, Sloan, and Clark, served inthe mlitary during the Revolution and
returned to South WIliamstownto help shape the devel opment of the small
center. Clark sold his hone to W Iliam Young, ca. 1790 and renoved to Vernont
as a founder of WIIliamstown, Vernont.

By the 1790s Sl oan, who owned considerable land i n South Center, including
three lots of the fourth division of 1765 began selling portions of lots to
newconers including Lyman Hubbell who was a merchant from Troy, New York.
Hubbel | made his first purchase i n 1795 and by 1806 he owned thirty-four acres
on the north side of Sloan Road a portion of which is included inthe Five
Corners District. At that time the nerchant and small farmer constructed a
store and house on the southeast corner of | ot 31 at the corner of Sloan and
Cold Springs Road. By 1839 Hubbell's store was replaced by that of Daniel C
Morey which was |ocated on the eastern portion of the | ot today known as

Bl oedel Park. The post office location was noved back and forth between
Morey's Store and Sloan's Tavern which was on the opposite side of New Ashford
Road from Mrey's Store.

(continued)
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In the first decade of the 1800s activity at South Center expanded and

i mportant structures were built. In 1806 Anbrose Hall, Esquire from nearby
Lanesboro built the Federal Style house at 2143 Cold Springs Road (Mp #10).
Hal | was a lawyer who acquired 500 acres of farmand in South WIIliamstown
which was sold in several parcels by Griffin Eldridge of Hancock who had
purchased from Hall in 1818. The Ebenezer Foster House at 153 Hancock Road was
built inca 1808  Foster was a farmer from Hancock who served as state
legislator from 1830 to 1831 and was active in local politics between
WIlliamstown and South W I|iamstown.

Qe of the key resources at South Center or Five Corners, the brick Federal
dwelling (61 Hancock Road, Mp #27), was built by Dr. Alanson Porter of
Wlliamstown in ca. 1813. Porter was a physician, gentleman farmer and real
estate speculator. H served as a surgeon inthe Vr of 1812,  This property
was purchased by Silas Butler, Jr. in 1829 and with Loring Smth formed a
partnership, obtained water privileges on the Hancock Brook, and built,a small
woolen mill, bringing Five Corners into the early industrial period. By 1833
Butler had a third partner John Mills whose relatives would becone instrumental
in shaping the next phase of developnment in the Five Corners Historic District.
Reed Mill and his sons, Josiah and Benjamn, had invested in substantial
property in South WIliamstown and were well established farmers. [ n 1839 they
constructed the cheese factory, the site of which is at 54 Sloan Road to
process the dairy products from their farmas well as surrounding dairy farms.
South Wlliamstown and specifically South Center were spared the
industrialization which was a result of inproved transportation via the
railroad. The railroad cane to Pittsfield in 1841 and to WIliamstown in 1856
by way of North Adans |eaving land in South WIlliamstown free for continued
agricultural devel opment, which inturn was stimulatedby the influx of workers
to the industrial sites in surrounding towns.

In 1842 Benjamin M Ils founded the Mills School for Boys at South Center. The
school was located i n Lyman Hubbell's homestead (no |onger extant). In the
1860s Mills expanded the school by purchasing Justus Tower's | ot on the south
side of Sloan Road and built his own hone at 19-21 Sloan Road (Myp #22), the
Signa Chi Lodge (Myp #24) which became the public library from ca. 1830 to 1929
when it was noved to the South Center School (Mp #13), and the M nnie Rounds
House (Myp #23).

Anot her educator with roots at South Center was John W Dickinson who attended

(continued)
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the Mills School and graduated from W lliams in 1852. In 1860 he purchased the
Ira Clark House (Map #16) and in 1868 deeded to the Town of WIIiamstown one-
hal f acre of land for the South Center School. Prior to the constructionof
the school classes had been held in the cheese factory, no |onger extant.

Di ckinson went on to be Secretary of the Massachusetts State Board of Education
in 1877 and establishedthe free textbook systemin the public schools.

The Mills School for Boys was destroyed by fire inthe early 1870s and was
replaced by a larger building for the Greylock Institute. Mlls becane

headmaster of the Greylock Institute. In 1869 he had purchased additional |and
including the Anbrose Hall House (Mp #10) which was then occupied by Professor
CGeorge F. Mills and known as the "Cottage". Benjamin M lls was active in local

affairs and served as Justice of the Peace and had been elected to the State
Senate in 1856 and the General Court in 1870. H was also active in the Second
Congregational Church and instrumental inthe constructionof the Victorian
Gothic 1874 Church building (Mp #28). The Greylock Institute failed in 1889
and in 1895 was purchased by investorswho converted i tto the Idlewild Inn.

Twentieth century activity was limted to change in use of existing structures
and the expansion of the dairy farm on Green River Road. 1In 1924 Sloan Tavern
was purchased by Thomas Steele who noved the addition east on Geen River Road
to the dairy farm mnoved the tavern back from the road and converted i tinto a
store. Wth the advent and rapid expansion of the use of the automobile came

| ess inmportance and use of the tavern as a resting place. Five Corners took on
a nore residential anbience with traffic passing through. By the md 1900s gas
punps (no |onger extant) had been added in front of the store. The Idlewild
Inn which had been the Greylock Institute until 1895 closed in 1920 and was
demol i shed i n 1932.

In spite of the general decline of the area following the closing of

the Idlewild Inn in 1920 and the removal of the post office in 1932 the period
of significance is extended to 1942 due to the continued agricultural theme
which was rejuvenated and enhanced by the 1939 constructionof farm buildings
on Green River Road. The massive barns with ganbrel roof and the two silos
under one roof were built by John O eson and Son for Robert Steele in 1939 as
part of Modern Dairy Farm Although there was a short period of industrial
activity the primary econom ¢ and social trend at Five Corners since the 1760s
has been agricultural. The Mills School for Boys maintained farmng as part of
the program the cheese factory was establishedto process farmng products,

(continued)
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and nost of the long time residents of South Center who helped to shape the
community were successful farmers as well as land speculators, politicians, and
educators.

Today the Five Corners Historic District retains the sense of the agricultural
past with the Dairy Farmon Geen River Road still in business and promnently
situated inthe valley framed by surrounding agricultural fields and hills
behind. The Store at Five Corners has been rejuvenated retaining the sense of
a core building with surrounding residential properties. Only the industrial
properties are no longer extant. The roads passing through the district have
been inproved but maintain their rural scenic character.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement inWIIliamstown are poorly understood,
any surviving sites v;ould be significant. Sites inthis area can be iinportant
by contributing to our know edge of prehistoric settlement and subsistence in
the Berkshire uplands of western Massachusetts and interior tributary streans
of the Connecticut and Deerfield River drainages. Sites inthis area can also
be important by further defining the extent of native social relationships
between Native Americans in the district locale with those to the west in the
New York area, the north in Nw Hanpshire and Vernont and nore eastern locales
in Massachusetts including the Connecticut River Valley.

Historic archaeol ogical remains described have the potential for providing
detailed informationon the social, cultural and econom c patterns that
characterized growth in a changing secondary village center as i t devel oped
from a subsistence farmng base into a mxed agricultural/industrial econony
then a strictly agricultural base once again. Historic archaeological remins
can help clarify the relationship between local agricultural/ industrial
markets inthe WIliamstown locale and |arger regional markets along the
Connecticut River and in eastern Massachusetts. Structural remains in the
district can help reconstruct the earliest conponents of the village and nost
i mportantly, the district's industrial conponent, which no |onger survive.
Archaeol ogical survivals of mill races, tail races and canals can also help
reconstruct nethods and patterns of harnessing the Geen River/Hancock Brook, a
source of water power for the district's industries. Careful analysis of
occupational related features can provide detailed informationon the

(continued)
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district's inhabitants andspecific social groups including tenant farmersand
their role i ntherural farmng econony.

(end)
9. MAJQR Bl BLI CGRAPH C REFERENCES

Brooks, RRR, ed. WIlliamstown: TheFirst Two Hundred Years.
McClelland Press, WIlliamstown, M\ 1953.

Browne, Wl liamBradford. "WII|iamstown", panphlet at Library.

Callyn, Gadys E Fragnents i nthelife of Anmbrose Hall. Palnyra, New
York, 1956.

Child, Ham Iton. Berkshire County Gazeteer. Part First 1725-1885,
Syracuse, NewYork, 1885.

Coffin, James H Surveys i n WIlliamstown. copied from Town Records with
nap showi ng divisions, 1843.

Danforth, Keyes. Boyhood Rem niscences. Gazley Bros., NewYork, 1895.

Egl eston, Nathaniel H WIlliamstown and WIlliams College. Washington:
Judd 6¢c Detweiler, 1884. >

Lincoln, LeoL. andLee C Drickamer. Postal History of Berkshire
County Massachusetts 1790-1981. North Adams, Mass.: Excel sior
Press, 1981.

McAlester, Virgina &Lee. AField Guide toAmerican Houses. Knopf, New
York, 1984.

Mills, Benjamin F. "WIliamstown" i nHistory of Berkshire County.
Massachusetts. Vol 11, Chapter XXXV, New York: J.B. Beers &Qo,
1885.

Niles, Grace. The Hoosac Valley. NewYork: GP. PutnamSons, 1912.

(continued)



NPS Form ia-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
88

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Five Corners Historic District
_ Williamstown (Berkshire County)
Section number Page "™ 1 Massachusetts

Perry, Arthur L. Origins inWIIliamstown. New York: Scribners Sons,
1894.

Wlliamstown andW lliams College, New York: Scribners
Sons, 1899.

Second Congregational Church Sesquicentennial History Commttee. The
Second Congregational Church - W Iliamstown Massachusetts
Sesqui centennial History 1896-1986. 1987.

Vorks Progress Administration for Massachusetts, Federal Witers
Project, The Berkshire Hills, New York andLondon: Funk
& \Wagnal s, 1939.

UNPLBLI SHED SORES

Assessor's Records. Municipal Building, WIIliamstown.

Northern Berkshire Register of Deeds, Court House, Adans, Mass.

Probate Court Office, Bank Row Pittsfield, Mass.

Smth, Charlotte E "TheRise andFall of South WIllianmstown; 1762-
1900", independent project for Professor Robert F Dalzell,
Wlliams College, 1981.

Smth, E Belle. "Notes from School Journal 1907; South Center School".

(end)

10. GEOERAPH CAL DATA
UM Coor di nat es

5. 18 644080 4724420
6. 18 644210 4724480
7. 18 644270 4724370
8. 18 644320 4724360

(continued)



NPS Fonn 10-900-a

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Section number _J 0 — Page

UM Coor di nat es

0.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

(continued)

18 644340 4724420

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

644440

644500

644160

644170

644120

644110

644010

644010

643990

643600

643580

643600

643680

643730

643760

643920

4724250

4724250

4724200

4724120

4724110

4724170

4724180

4724320

4724340

4724160

4724220

4724310

4724300

4724280

4724460

4724430

7 —

(end)

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Five Corners Historic District
Williamstown (Berkshire County)
Massachusetts



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Five Corners Historic District

WITianstown (Berkshire County)

Section number—LQ— Page —2_ Massachusetts

Verbal Boundary Description

Properties within the Five Corners Historic District are included onAssessor's
Map #303 which shows t heincluded nunbered |ots and defines theperimter of
the district. Thedistrict boundaries includes Lots #8 through 30 (except #9)
and also | ot #54 and follows thel ot lines with theexception of Lot #11 of
which only anapproximately four acre portion i sincluded bounded by the G een
River's western branch Hancock Brook. Therest of Lot #11 i seast of the
river. Theroadways are included i nthedistrict aswell and wherethe
properties onboth sides of theroad are not included theboundary followsthe
center line of theroad. This applies topart of Hancock Road and Cold Spring
Road.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Five Corners Historic District follow | ot linesof
properties that are at thecore of South Center acivic, social and

econom cally focused secondary village center which evolved from the md-

ei ghteenth century into thetwentiethcentury. Thedistrict isthecoreof
South Wlliamstown and reflects thehistory of those famlies who gained their
livelihood from the surrounding lands and built the meeting house, church,

school, tavern, and store at this small secondary yet self sufficient center of
W I Ilianstown.

(end)
AHOOFRH1B
1. 6 NewAshford Road - Sloan Tavern - |ooking east
2. 2478 Green River Road - Sloan Tavern Wng - | ooking northeast
3. 21 Sloan Road - Benjamin Mill House - |ooking north, northwest
4. 83 Sloan Road - Samuel Clark House - |ooking south, southwest
5. 61 Hancock Road - Dr. Alanson Porter House - |ookingnorth
6. 81 Hancok Road - Second Congregational Church - |ooking north, northwest

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(846)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Five Gorners Hstoric District

, , WI lianstown (Berkshire County)
Section nunbber i 2 Page—" Missachuset t s

7. 153 Hancock Road - Ebenezer Foster House - |ooking north, northwest
8. 2143 Cold Spring Road - Anbrose Hall House - |ooking north

9. 32 New Ashford Road - South Center School - |ooking east

10. 32 New Ashford Road - South Center School - |ooking east, northeast
11. New Ashford Road - South Lawn Cenetery - |ooking east

12. New Ashford Road - South Lawn Cemetery - |ooking east

(end)
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Five Corners Historic District
Williamstown, Massachusetts
DISTRICT DATASHEET

MAP#H HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE STATUS
10 Ambrose Hall House 2143 Cold Spring Rd. 1806-1807 Federd C
garage sme ca 1920 C
barn same ca 1920 c
[ Soan Tavern Wing 2478 Green River Rd. remodeled Greek Revival C
ca 1770/ca 1830
n Tenant Farmer House 2480 Green River Rd. ca 19%40s NC
barn sane 1939 Dutch Colonial C
barn same 1939 utilitarian C
twin silo sme 1939 utilitarian C
garage sme ca 1940s NC
23 Minnie Rounds House 33 Hancock Rd. ca. 1866 National Folk
25 Judus Tower House 4] Hancock Rd. 1836 National Folk C
garage sanre 1940s NC
27 Dr. Alanson Porter Ho. 61 Hancock Rd. ca 1813 Federd C
barn/converted sme before 1920 C
28 Parsonage 75 Hancock Rd. 1885 Shingle Style C
garage sare 1940s NC
28 Ssocond  Congregational 81 Hancock Rd. 1875 Gothic Revival

Church

Poge 1 of 3

RESOURCE
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MAP#

16

HISTORIC NAME
Ebenezer Foster Ho.
Bridge over Brook
Bloedd Park

Saeh C. Smith House
Scarafoni  Apartments
South Center School
South Lawn Cemetery
Robert Howard House
Soan Tavern

Robert Phdps House
barn

gaage

Ira Clark House
barn

Five Corners Historic District

Williamstown, Massachusatts
DISTRICT DATASHEET

STREET ADDRESS

153 Hancock Rd.

New Ashford Rd.

New Ashford & Hancock

25-27 New Ashford Rd.

29-31 New Ashford Rd.

32 New Ashford Rd.

New Ashford Rd.

4?2 New Ashford Rd.

6 New Ashford Rd.

47 New Ashford Rd.

sane

sane

62 New Ashford Rd.
sane

DATE

1808

1956

1977

1855

1964

1868
1769-present
1950s

ca 1770/
ca 1830

1900

ca 1830s

Pege 2 of 3

STYLE
Federd

Park

National Folk
Greek Reviva
Greek Reviva
Nationa Folk
Greek Reviva

STATUS

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC
NC

(@]

RESOURCE

B

St

Si

us]
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Five Corners Historic District
Williamstown, Massachusetts
DISTRICT DATASHEET

MAP#  HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE
17 Amy Russl House 71 New Ashford Rd. 1882
barn sane 182
22 Benjamin Mill House 1921 Yoan Rd.ca 1866
smal shed sane 1940s
24 Sgma Chi Lodge 29 Soan Road ca 1886
26 Eddy Cranddl House 51 SJoan Rd. 8
barn sane before 1920
8 Donad Smyth House % doan Rd. 1959
dte of cheese factory sane 1839
29 Samud Clak House 8 Yoan Rd. ca 1766
barn sane 1989
welhouse s|ane ca 176

TOTAL RESOURCES 30 Contributing; 13 Noncontributing

26 Contributing Buildings 11 Noncontributing  Buildings
2 Contributing Stes 1 Noncontributing Site
2 Contributing Structures 1 Noncontributing  Structure

Pege 3 of 3

STYLE

Colonia Revivd

National Folk
National Folk
Greek Reviva
Cape

site

Second  Period
utilitarian

STATUS

C
C

Z0

RESOURCE
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