
FORM F - STRUCTURE 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5" blacic and white) 
Indicate address on bacIc of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing structure's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets, buildings 
and/or geographical features. Indicate all 
buildings between inventoried property and nearest 
i ntersecti on. 
Indicate north. 

See U.S.G.S. map 

2^^ 
AREA FORM NO. 

10-3 

Town West Boylston 

Address Thomas Street, v i l l a g e of Oakdale 

Name Ouinepoxet River Bridge 

Ownership: MDC Public 

Private 

Type of Structure {checic one); 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
fort 
gate 
kiln 

lighthouse 

other 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall 
windmill 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1903 

Source Metro. Water L Sewerage Board. An-
nual Report 1904 

Architect Engineer/Designer (if known): 
Metropolitan Water Board 

Construction material concrete, granite 

Alterations (with dates) go 

Condition good 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269690/4696100 

USGS QUANDRANGLE Worcester North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Moved 11,15 Date 

Acreage less th an one 

Setting small-scale residential-commercial. 

wooded to south and west 

Recorded by Martha Bowers 

Organization LOUIS Berber & Associates. Inc. 

Date March 1984: revised 1989 



MDC - TRA, MASS. 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) ^ ' 
This bridge i s s i g n i f i c a n t as i l l u s t r a t i v e of highway bridge design and construction asso­
ciated with development of the metropolitan Boston water supply system between 1845 and 
1926. The design of the bridge i s unusual w i t h i n the system, i n that the arches of the 
three spans do not spring from discrete piers, but rather form the upper portions of 
openings which i n cross section resemble sections of masonry aqueduct. TVij.g^along with 

. the Ash Street Bridge (D12-4) on the Weston aqueduct, constitutes one of two examples 
of this type of construction i n the system. The Quinepoxet River bridge, with i t s three ' 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluat^^ Wnfe'Wto^^^^^ 
structures within the community. 

This bridge carries Thomas Street over the Quinepoxet River i n the v i l l a g e of Oakdale i n 
West Boylston, at the point where the r i v e r enters Wachusett Reservoir. The bridge is about 
32% feet wide, 95 feet long and 20 feet high. A monolithic concrete base carries the three 
arched segments and serves as a " f l o o r " , paved with stone, over which water moves as i t 
passes beneath the arches. the bridge is sheathed with quarryfaced granite. The paving 
beneath the arches i s extended about 25 feet upstream and nearly 60 feet downstream from the 
bridge to prevent scouring. The approaches are carried on f i l l embankment and extend about 
30 feet beyond each end of the bridge, for an overall roadway length of about 150 feet. 

JISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of structure and how the structure relates to the development of the community. û .i.uie reiaues 

The Quinepoxet River Bridge was b u i l t i n 1903 from designs generated by the engineering 
s t a f f of the Metropolitan Water Board under Frederic P. Stearns, and was b u i l t i n association 
with development of Wachusett Reservoir. Contractor for the work was George M. Atkins Co., 
of Washington, D.C. 

I t i s associated with development of the Wachusett Reservoir (see Area G) and the t h i r d phase 
of development of the metropolitan Boston water system. Please refer to Overview, Section 8, ~ 
pp. 7-10 for further information 

:'fT 

•IBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Metropolitan Water & Sewerage Board Annual Report, 1904. 

8/85 

?.'*...-„:.̂ ^̂ ^̂ .„,i,-M» . i . i r r i -̂ •l.•....».J•.•i*̂ >̂ •li«wvl>M>̂ >̂falfc.•̂ l 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COHESION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccrinun.it>': 
West Boylston 

Form No: 
10-3 

Property ^Sim •q^i^^poxet River Bridge 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT 
spans, i s the larger of the two. The Ouinepoxet Bridge retains i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, materials, workmanship and se t t i n g , and meets National Register Criterion C. 
The boundaries of t h i s property encompass a rectangle measuring approximately 150' north-
south, and 181' east-west, an area s u f f i c i e n t to enclose the bridge and i t s approaches, 
the upstream apron and abutments, and the downstream apron and abutments. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at b o t t om 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Quinepoxet River Bridge 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/05/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/19/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/04/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/19/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002292 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: Y SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ÂCCEPT ^/RETURN REJECT /////^ 6̂ DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

AACjz -̂̂ (y<L^ /p-x^t)zpxid(^ ^^^^3;a'̂ ^<^>^^•^?ye_ 
A i j s a ^ c>c^^-et^ (^t(9¥-

(ph^ A ^ . 

yy9^ cp^ oyi^ ^S^^^^ iAs6) S 

RECOM./CRIT"'"'" ^ ' ^ y . • ' 
REVIEWER -v: 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE - ^ 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
_UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION ~ 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 



om*mev$iMe. 10040010 

Unit«d States D«partm«nt of th« Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section nunfiber Page 

Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS MASSACHUSETTS 

DATE LISTED 

•dge* >20. Quinepoxet 

1 21. Wachusett Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

22. Wachusett Dam Histo r i c D i s t r i c t 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 1 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETtmN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: RESUBMISSION 

PROPERTY Quinepoxet River Bridge 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 2/22/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 4/08/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002292 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

DETAILED EVALUATION: Y 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT Y / i ^ / ' / f ^ DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

A^juKJ^^jyf^r^-^'^ c^Vfi-e- (A)<:iciA.ccaeAAA 

\Jiool<cjL /uO^<AA/y<^ /l<©a<,WxJi^ S^^yLTf^ Jlheeytr^ 

RECOM./CRIT^A Q.rjC'^jQ^ Aj 
REVIEWER ^...^y^ r-T, - -
DISCIPLINE <^Xte£S5g<5>Aet.v<a^V^ 
DATE AT^e^' f K ^ 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/j^^ee attached SLR Y/(£^ 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

)ESCRIPTION 

ar c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
'materials 
'descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable criteria ^ ' 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g significance t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other ... 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary des c r i p t i o n 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be directed t o 

Phone 

Signed 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500254 



February 9, 1990 fJjIIIIIIWIIfj)] 
^ " FEB 2 21930 

Otyts iONor 
NATIONAL RCOWTCR PROGRAMS 

NATwuiAt. PANK Scmncc 
Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you vd.ll find the following nomination form which was returned by 
your office for technical corrections: 

Quinepoxet River Bridge, West Boylston (Worcester County), Massachusetts. 

This property is included i n the Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston 
Multiple Property Survey. A l l corrections have been made. 

S^c^rely, 

letsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/cd 

enclosure 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


