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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The State Bank of Tennessee, a two=story brick, Greek Revival public building, stands
on the southwest corner of West Seventh Street and South Garden Street in downtown
Columbia. Designed and built by Nathan Vaught in 1839-40, it is Columbia's only
remaining Greek Revival public or commercial building.

The building rests on a hammer-finished, cut, beveled, and coursed stone foundation

and water table. The east wall was laid in Flemish bond, and the west wall is attached
to the adjoining building and cannot be seen. Brick laid in common bond was used in
the rear (south) wall. Smooth-cut and beveled stone quoins decorate the east wall.
Standing-seam metal roofing covers the low gable roof, and single, brick stacks are
located near the southeast and southwest corners of the roof.

The four bays of the east elevation are asymmetrically arranged. The rear section was
used for living quarters and the front two-thirds of the building for the bank; this
may explain the unusual configuration. Moreover, the bank section, which is itself
symmetrical, is approximately six inches wider than the residential portion of the
building. Adjacent to the east wall was once a small garden enclosed by an iron fence.

The two-story portico dominates the north elevation (facade). Four, stone Tuscan
columns, which are unfluted and baseless, support the Doric entablature. Four square
pilasters complete the portico support system and divide the stuccoed facade wall into
three bays. The characteristic Doric triglyphs, metopes, femors, and guttae adorn

the entablature., Rows of small blocks are the only decoration on the cornice; these
differ from the traditional dentils. The pediment is quite plain. A deeply recessed
entrance, with plain double-leaf doors and a simple stone surround, is found in the
center bay of the facade. Windows in the flanking bays, which were a later addition,
have been removed. The iron railing on the east end of the portico is original.

A complete restoration of the interior and exterior of the building and the garden is
underway. Because of two major fires and numerous alterations, the interior restoration
must necessarily be somewhat conjectural. Enough original fabric remains, hcwever, to
insure an accurate and authentic restoration of the exterior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Nathan Vaught (1799-1880) wrote in his diary:

And quite early in this year 1839, I contracted
to Build a Banking house for the Bank of Ten-
nessee at Columbia including all the Family
apartments connected with the saim also all the
out Buildings....All these improvements Built
of Brick and covered with Tin....Also the
Banking house was finished in 1840.

A master builder, as well as a diarist, Vaught exerted a considerable influence on the
antebellum architecture of Columbia and Maury County. He was a busy, sought-after
craftsman who build during 1837-39 alone, a jail and market building of brick; the
General Pillow House (Clifton Place), a National Register property, and its outbuildings
a church; and several other houses in the area. His buildings are still a source of
local pride and a surprisingly large number of them still survive. The State Bank of
Tennessee is the only remaining example of a Greek Revival public building designed
and built by Vaught.

Following the Panic of 1837, the Temnessee General Assembly was beseiged by pleas

for financial assistance by debt-ridden turnpike and railroad companies. ' To satisfy
the need for more banks, the legislature passed The Bank and Improvement Act of 1838
which created the Bank of Tennessee, a state-owned institution with branches in many
cities. The Columbia branch of the State Bank of Tennessee was built in 1839-40.
Shortly after it opened, the bank was robbed and a clerk was killed. In 1843 the bank
failed and the building was used as a private residence and for offices. Two fires
gutted the building. It now houses the offices of the owner's firm and the restoration
of the building is nearing completion.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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oLALEL BANK Ur LTENNESOLEL
COLUMBIA, TN

PHOTO BY: R, Paul Cross

DATE: April 1978

NEG: Tn. Historical Commission

North and east elevations, facing southwest
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STATE BANK OF TENNESSEE

COLUMBIA, TN

PHOTO BY: R, Paul Cross

DATE: April 1978

NEG: Tn. Historical Commission
Portico, north elevation, facing west
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STATE BANK OF TENNESSEL

COLUMBIA, TN

PHOTO BY: Paul Cross

DATE: April 1978

NEG: Tn., Historical Commission
Detail, windows of east elevation
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STATE BANK OF TENNESSEE
COLUMBIA, TN

PHOTO BY: R, Paul Cross

DATE: April 1978

NEG: Tn. Historical Commission
Detail, quoins, northeast corner
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