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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

EXTERIOR

This stone house dates from around the period of the Revolution, The 
rough cut quarry stone is laid in coursed rubble •_ Stones are squared at 
the corners of the structure and squared for the flat arches ovar the door 
and window openings. The house is twojstorias, five bays with a center 
hall. The window sash are 9/6. A lig,.stpry stone kitchen wing extends 
off one side. The front of the house is on the down hill side allowing 
for a tfai^.in cellar. A porch extends across the entire front permit 
ting access to the higher level first floor, and shelters the cellar 
entry. The present gable roof is slate probably replacing an 18th century 
shingle roof.

INTERIOR

This house has a center through hall plan with two rooms on each * 
side of the hall, both 1st and 2nd floors. A kitchen wing extends off 
one side several steps lower. There is a large cooking fireplace with 
a removed bake oven. A winaar stair on the fireplace wall leads to the 
loft above.

The main section of the house has four fireplaces on the first floor. 
These are back to back on the gable ends; three are corner fireplaces. 
There are three corner fireplaces on the second floor above those on the 
first. The cellar foundations for these three sets of corner fireplaces 
are corbeled out from the stone wall. The fourth fireplace is supported 
in the cellar on stone piers with a wood platform. All mantels are late 
18th century except two on the first floor which have 19th century mantels 
and goal grates.

The open stair case is to the rear of the hall with a landing. The 
newel post is turned as are the balusters on the second floor; on the 
first floor the balusters are square, probably replacements. Many of the 
original 6 panel doors remain. Much of the hardware is replaced* The 
wide board floors are in good condition. The structure is presently in 
good preservation.

CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION

Corneilus Gallagher 13th Congressional District 
Clifford P. Case Senator 
Harrison A. Williams Senator
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE M\)V

ARCHITECTURE

The Rosebeny House is an excellent example of .Revolutionary stone 
architecture and is in, good condition. Most importantly, it is probably 
the oldest structure existing in Phillipsburg. The house is of substan 
tial size even by today1 s standards. Much of the interior detail, such 
as the mantels, fireplaces and doors, is original, but most of the hard 
ware has been replaced*

SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN

Colonel Daniel Coxa, of the rfest New Jersey Proprietors, originally 
owned the area which is known today as Phillipsburg along with thousands 
of other acres of land. Colonel Coxe, apparently, lived and administered 
his enormous land holdings from Trenton.

Daniel Coxe divided his land in the Phillipsburg area between 
several of his relatives in

John Roseberry, Sr., one of the original settlers of Phillipsburg 
(he is mentioned in one of the Coxa's deeds of l?6f>), purchased the Coxe 
land in 178? at a sheriff's sale.

The Roseberry House was either built at this time or a few years 
earlier.

Until 1852, when the New Jersey Central Railroad was completed in 
Phillipsburg, the area was virtually a^rural farming vicinity. Once the 
railroad was completed Phillipsburg became a city. In I8f>3 the Phillips 
burg Land Company purchased about 300 acres in Phillipsburg from a 
Rosebeny to build houses. Most likely this land was just north of the 
John Roseberry House.

Since 18£2 Phillipsburg grew very rapidly into a booming industrial 
city. And today little remains of the original farms built in the 18th 
century and operated into the 20th century. The John Rosebeny House 
being the exception.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local JJ

Title Commissioner, Department of
Environmental Protection

Date October 18, 1972
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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