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Tomm  Worcester
Address 21 Canton Street
Historic Ra»e James O'Connor-John

Trybowski Three-Decker
Uses Present residential

Original residential

DESCRIPTION
Date <=a 1914
Source Worcester House Directory
Style Colonial Revival
Architect unknown
Exterior Wall Fabric Wood clapboard and

o shingle
Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) none
Condition verv good

Moved Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Row of early 20th century
three-deckers that face a oark.

Recorded by Michael Steinitz

Organization for MHC
Date December 1988



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)
The Janmes 0' Connor-John Trybowski Three-Decker possesses integrity of location,

design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It 1s
significant for its association with thedevelopment of thelsland neighborhood
as a multi-family, working-class residential district, initially an Irish

dom nated area, but one which saw an influx of Polish and Lithuanian families
in theearly 20th century. 't i salso an unusually well-preserved,

representative exanple of Colonial Revival three-decker construction from this
period. The 0' Connor-Trybowski Three-Decker thus nmeets criteria A and Cof
the National Register of Historic Places on thelocal Ilevel.

AHTETUR. SGNHCGANE Describe i nportant arch|tectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the coranunity.

Architecturally, 21 Canton Street i sa particularly well-preserved exanple of
the use of Colonial Revival style elements i nlocal three-decker designi n

the early 20th century. The building i sclad i nwood clapboard, with wde
shingle bands between stories. |t has thecharacteristic side-hall plan

with side-wall jog. @1 theasymrretrical main facade, t heentry bay contains a
three-tier porch, supported by heavy, square colums. The porch i s flanked

by a three-story, curved bay wi ndow, a feature usually associated with earlier e
Queen Anne style three-deckers, but often found on |ater houses i nthis

nei ghborhood. W ndows have 2/1 sash with heavy casenents and simple, bracketed
caps. The hip roof has regularly spaced decorative brackets i nthe cornice
overhang.

HSIGRCAL. SANHCNE Exolain the role owers played in local or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.
Built ca. 1914 i nthelast area of thelsland neighborhood t obe devel oped,

the 0' Connor-Trybowski Three-Decker i sone of a rowof similar houses bhuilt
on Canton Street facing Cronpton Park, one of twoworking-class parks

created bv thecity on t heEast Side i n 1886. The first known owners of

21 Canton Street were Janes and Mary O Connor, who lived i nanother three-

decker on thenorth side of thepark at 23 Endicott Street. Janes O Connor
was a gasfitter. Tenants of 21 Canton i n1914 were al | of Irish extraction,

and enployed i nunskilled or semi -skilled jobs. They included M chael
Layden, a janitor; WIlliam Layden, a carpenter; John Price, a chauffer;

and Leo G bney.a plumber. By theearly 1920s, theformerly Irish-dom nated
Island district was increasingly occupied by Polish and Lithuanian families.
« By 1924, t hehouse was owned and occupied by John Trybowski, an elevator
c-perator for t heNorton Conpany. Two other families [iving here at that
time however were still Irish: that of John Tierney, and that of Ms. Mary
« Lambert. By theend of t he1920s however, theresidents of theTrybowski
house included George Plutz, a carpenter; Victoria Nowi cka, an operator;

and Leo Kwat koski, a weaver.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
. Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1914, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Wrcester, 1922.

J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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