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Town

Address 8 Brooks Street
Historic Nae Albert Aver House

Phoio (3'x3" or 3'x5", black ad

white) Indicate address of U Present  dwelling
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form. Original  dwelling
DESCRIPTION
Dae circa 1865

Source Maps
Style Italianate

Architect  unknov/n
Sketch Map Draw nmgp showing property’'s location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
betwean inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings garage//VQ

Magor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition Excellent

Moved no Dae

Acesge .22 acre 01-00P>,
Setting Suburban residential along
side street which runs into early
road to Medford.

UTM REFERENCE \» , X* , Q 00 Reocoded by Bettina Cooper, Carol Ely
USGS QJADRANGLE L6)(iIN PTOA/  AMpc,- Organization V/inchestervHistorical Goim
SCALE I:Xp  non Dae ii/'p'P; rev. 10/87 by H. V/hite

(Formerly # ™ Brooks Street)



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATBVENT (i f applicable)

The Albert Ayer House is notable as a conservative, and well-detailed
example of the lItalianate style, built during the earliest days of suburban resi
dential development in V/inchester. The Albert Alyer house is also significant
as the residence of Albert Ayer, a prominent local citizen during the third

quarter of the nineteenth century. Therefore the Ayer House meets Criteria
3 and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community. i

The Ayer House exemplifies vernacular interpretations of the Italianate
style in V/inchester. Based on a rectangular plan, with a five-bay facade
organization, the house has a gable roof with its ridge parallel to the
street, and short gable returns. The v;ide comer boards and chamfered
posts of the full-width open verandah are typical features of the_style.
V/indov/s have a six-over-six sash configuration, v/ith projecting lintels and
sills. The center roof gable and broadly overhanging comice began to
appear by i860.. The round-iheaded v/indow of the center gable is another
characteristic feature of this style.

HISTORCAL SGNIHCANCE. Explain the role ownes played in local or state history axd how the
building relates to the devdopment of the comaunity. -t

This house v/ias constructed circa 1865, and vias first owned by Albert
Ayer, vihose brother Thomas Ayer lived at the ad!1 acent property at 8 Grove
.Street, §C|_rca 1854, #326). Albert Ayer, like his brother, v/as active in
local affairs during the second half of the nineteenth century. Albert was
a mamber of the Board of Selectmen in the years 1877, 1890, 1892, and 1897.
Kis Dro-temperance viev/s earned him the appoint as a special policeman in
1888, and he also served as a tax collector in 1884, Tov/n Clerk from 1890-
1898, and as an Assessor from 1862-1898. Ayer probably remained in this

house untill 1888, v/hen he is known to have purchased the nearby Redfem
House at 11 Sanbom Street.

1. Albert Ayer 1865-1888 h. Chas. Dutch, 1913-1925
2. Fannie Weld, 1900-1906 \ 5- Chas. Livingstone, 1926-1964
3. Inez Grant, 1907-1912 ' 6. Philip Livingstone, 1965-1977

BBLIOGRARHY and/or REFERENCES

History of ev/inchester. by H. Chgoman, 1936, pp. 192, 287, 361, 363, 367,
V/inchester-Archival Center, files.
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