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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTDN STREET 
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AREA FORM NO. 
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Town 

(V.'inchester, I'.lass. M.R.A.) 
VJIKTHESTER 

Address _ 8 Brooks Street 

Historic Name Albe r t Aver House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 

Use: Present dwel l ing 

Original dwel l ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c i rca I865 

Source 

Style 

Maps 

I t a l i ana t e 

Arch i tect unknov/n 

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings garage//VQ 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition Excellent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage .22 acre 01-00P>, 

UTM REFERENCE \^ , X^ , Q 0 0 

USGS QJADRANGLE L6)(iN PTOA/ A^Apc,-

SCALE i:xp non 

Setting Suburban r e s i d e n t i a l along 

side s t ree t which runs i n t o early 

road to Medford. 

Recorded by Bet t ina Cooper, Carol Ely 

Organization V/inchestervHistorical Comm 

Date ii/ 'p'P; rev. 10/87 by H. V/hite 

(Formerly # ^ Brooks Street) 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Albert Ayer House i s notable as a conservative, and w e l l - d e t a i l e d 
example of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e , b u i l t dur ing the ea r l i e s t days of suburban r e s i 
den t ia l development i n V/inchester. The Alber t Ayer house i s also s i g n i f i c a n t 
as the residence of Alber t Ayer, a prominent l o c a l c i t i z e n during the t h i r d 
quarter of the nineteenth century. Therefore the Ayer House meets C r i t e r i a 
3 and C of the Nat ional Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. - i 

The Ayer House exemplif ies vernacular in t e rp re ta t ions of the I t a l i a n a t e 
s ty le i n V/inchester. Based on a rectangular plan, w i t h a f ive -bay facade 
organization, the house has a gable roof w i t h i t s ridge p a r a l l e l to the 
s t reet , and short gable re turns . The v;ide comer boards and chamfered 
posts of the f u l l - w i d t h open verandah are t y p i c a l features of the_s ty le . 
V/indov/s have a s ix -ove r - s ix sash con f igu ra t i on , v/ith p r o j e c t i n g l i n t e l s and 
s i l l s . The center roof gable and broadly overhanging comice began to 
appear by i860.. The round-iheaded v/indow of the center gable i s another 
character is t ic fea ture of t h i s s t y l e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE.. Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. -it 

This house v/as constructed c i rca 1865, and v/as f i r s t owned by Albe r t 
Ayer, v;hose brother Thomas Ayer l i v e d at the adjacent property at 8 Grove 
.Street, ( c i rca 1854, #326). Albe r t Ayer, l i k e his brother , v/as act ive i n 
l o c a l a f f a i r s during the second h a l f of the nineteenth century. Alber t was 
a member of the Board of Selectmen i n the years 187^, I89O, I892, and I897. 
Kis Dro-temperance viev/s earned him the appoint as a special policeman i n 
1888', and he also served as a tax co l l e c to r i n 1884, Tov/n Clerk from I89O-
1898, and as an Assessor from I862-I898. Ayer probably remained i n t h i s 
house u n t i l l 1888, v/hen he i s known to have purchased the nearby Redfem 
House at 11 Sanbom Street . 

1. Albert Ayer 1865-1888 h . Chas. Dutch, 1913-1925 
2. Fannie Weld, I9OO-I906 \ 5- Chas. Livingstone, I926-I964 
3. Inez Grant, I907-I912 ' 6. P h i l i p Livingstone, 1965-1977 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
History of • v/inchester. by H. Chapman, 1936, pp. 192, 287, 3 6 l , 363, 367, 
V/inchester-Archival Center, f i l e s . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Ayer, A l b e r t , House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Winchester MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/22/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/06/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000635 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
P ^ A / SJnterfi 5n tha 

t ^ C C E P T RETURN REJECT T / ^ ' ^ M Y DATE iiaUonai BegiatSt 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER i 
DISCIPLINE ^ 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000303 


