


7. Original owner (if known) Charles V a l e n t i n e 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

X 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

These are t w i n houses b u i l t i n 1835-«36 by Charles 
Vale n t i n e , owner o f a Ca^nbria-geport soap Ja-ctory, as 
hous-ing f o r s-oap workers-^ They are s i g n i f i c a n t as ea r l y 
examples of f a c t o r y housing, a ra r e type i n Cambridge. 

The house at 5-7 Cottage Street i s a l ^ j - s t o r y 
double workers cottage, o r i g i n a l l y i d e n t i c a l t o 101 
Pearl S t r e e t . The center door and porch are l a t e r 
a d d i t i o n s . This Tuodest, sqxiare plan s t r u c t u r e was 
subsequently covered w i t h asbestos, and e x h i b i t s no 
decorative d e t a i l . 

The house at 101 Pearl i s i d e n t i c a l i n form t o 
5-7 Cottage S t r e e t , and l i k e w i s e was subsequently clad 
w i t h s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . I t d i f f e r s only i n i t s o r i e n t a t i o n 
t o Pearl S t r e e t , r a t h e r than Cottage S t r e e t . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C iass i f ica t ion 
I U M 
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4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 
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e . S ign i f icance 

r i i i t n i i r 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
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11 . Form Prepared By 
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1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to /^^Uiy^y^'-*^ 

cignoH y^A)/y.y.Ai Oy t^ nato ^ . A j J ^ y — Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 





7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Charles Valentine 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Tbemes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

X 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Valentine f a c t o r y workers' cottages are t w i n houses b u i l t i n 
1835-36 by Charles V a l e n t i n e , owner of a Cambridgeport slaughterhouse 
and soap f a c t o r y , as housing f o r h i s workers. They are s i g n i f i c a n t 
as e a r l y examples o f f a c t o r y housing, a rare type i n Cambridge, and 
f o r t h e i r associations w i t h soap manufacturing, once a major Cambridge 
i n d u s t r y . 

Both 101 Pearl S t r e e t and 5-7 Cottage S t r e e t / a r e ̂ ibuble houses s i t e d 
w i t h t h e i r gable ends t o Cottage S t r e e t . \, The houses are d i v i d e d 
lengthwise, w i t h an entrance i n the cen te r bS- erâ ch fiv#'" bay facade. 
The broad gable ends and r e l a t i v e l y steep roofs-.give-nt^he houses ^ 
Federal s t y l i s t i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , an impression r e i n f o r c e d by the,. . 
severe d e t a i l i n g . Both houses have been covered w i t h a r t i f i c i a l ' 
s i d i n g . An a d d i t i o n a l entrance has been placed i n the gable end 
of 5-7 Cottage S t r e e t , and a porch and shed have been added t o 101 
Pearl S t r e e t . A t h i r d s i m i l a r double house b u i l t by Valentine i n 
1841 at 9 5-9 7 Pearl S t r e e t has been demolished, . i . 

Soap manufacturing, which became a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c Cambridge i n d u s t r y , 
was i n i t i a t e d on an i n d u s t r i a l ( r a t h e r than household) basis i n ' 
Cambridgeport i n 180M- as a p r o f i t a b l e means o f disposing o f the 
t a l l o w t h a t was an otherwise unusable byproduct of s l a u g h t e r i n g . 
The i n d u s t r y was a d i r e c t r e s u l t of the c a t t l e trade t h a t developed 
w i t h the opening o f the West Boston Bridge and the turnpikes connecting 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Survey o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y i n Cambridge, Report Three: Cambridgeport 
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9. (continued) 

Charles V a l e n t i n e , as 
Then i n an i s o l a t e d ar 
remote both from the s 
and from the proposed 
Fort Washington. The 
a f t e r the f a c t o r y was 
f r i n g e o f the Central 
the noxious character 
developed to very l a r g 
t w e n t i e t h century - t h 
of Lever Brothers l e f t 
remain from i t . 

a slaughterhouse on Pearl S t r e e t i n Cambridge, 
ea o f Cambridgeport, the f a c t o r y s i t e was 
e t t l e d neighborhoods around Central Square 
r e s i d e n t i a l development o f Pine Grove around 
housing b u i l t f o r the workers s i x years 

e s t a b l i s h e d was three blocks away on the 
Square neighborhood, the distance r e f l e c t i n g 
of the i n d u s t r y . Although the soap i n d u s t r y 
e p r o p o r t i o n s by the f i r s t h a l f o f the 
e United States headquarters and f a c t o r y 
Cambridge i n 19 5 2 - no other s t r u c t u r e s 

While a d d i t i o n s have been made t o these houses and they have 
been covered w i t h a r t i f i c i a l s i d i n g , t h e i r basic i n t e g r i t y i s i n t a c t 
and e a s i l y recoverable. The o r i g i n a l clapboards remain under the 
s i d i n g , and the l a t e r a d d i t i o n s have not destroyed the o r i g i n a l 
f a b r i c o f e i t h e r s t r u c t u r e . These houses are s i g n i f i c a n t i n the 
s o c i a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y of Cambridge regardless o f t h e i r 
present c o n d i t i o n and meet both C r i t e r i a A and C r i t e r i a C. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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9 . Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . Q o o q r a p h i c a l P a t a 

•yi':^' 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f icer C e r t i f i c a t i o n y=ixi • 

•<••••• I*: 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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