


7. Original owner (if known) Charles Valentine
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residential
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce |ndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

These ar etwin houses built 1 n1835-«36 by Charles
Val entine, owner of a Ca’nbria-geport soap Ja-ctory, as
hous-ing f or s-oap workers-* They aresignificant as early
exanples of factory housing, arare type i n Canbridge.

The house at 5-7 Cottage Street i sa ["-story

double workers cottage, originally identical to 101

Pear|l Street. The center door andporch are later
additions. This Tuodest, sqgxiare plan structure was

subsequently covered with ashestos, andexhibits no

decorative detail.

The house at 101 Pearl i sidentical i nformt o

5-7 Cottage Street, and |ikewi se was subsequently

with synthetic siding. I tdiffers only i nitsorientation

to Pearl Street, rather than Cottage Street.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.)
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7. Original owner (if knoan) Charles Val entine
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residential

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion

Ar chitectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry X Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community deveopment X Political Transportation
9. Historical sgnificance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Valentine factory workers' cottages aretwin houses builti n
1835-36 by Charles Valentine, owner of a Cambridgeport slaughterhouse
and soap factory, as housing forhis workers. They are significant
as early examples of factory housing, arare type i nCanbridge, and
for their associationswith soap manufacturing, once a major Canbridge
industry.

Both 101 Pearl| Street and 5-7 Cottage Street/are”ibuble houses sited
with their gable ends t o Cottage Street. |\, The houses ar e divided

| engt hwi se, with an entrance i nthe center bS gadch fiv#" bay facade.
The broad gable ends andrelatively steep roofs-.give-nt*he houses n
Federal stylistic characteristics, an impression reinforced by the,. .
severe detailing. Both houses have been covered with artificial '
siding. An additional entrance has been placed i nthe gable end

of 5-7 Cottage Street, and a porch and shed have been added t o 101
Pear| Street. Athird similar double house bhuilt by Valentine i n
1841 at 95-97 Pearl Street has been demolished, . i .

Soap manufacturing, which becane a characteristic Canbridge industry,
was initiated on an industrial (rather than household) basis in '
Cambridgeport 1 nl180M as a profitable neans of disposing of the

tallow that was an otherwi se unusable byproduct of slaughtering.

The industry was a direct result of the cattle trade that developed
with the opening of the West Boston Bridge andthe turnpikes connecting

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Survey of Architectural History in Cambridge, Report Three: Cambridgeport
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9. (continued)

Charles Valentine, as a slaughterhouse on Pearl Street i nCanbridge,
Then i nan isolated area of Cambridgeport, thefactory site was
remote both from the settled neighborhoods around Central Square
and from the proposed residential development of Pine G ove around
Fort Washi ngton. The housing built forthe workers si x years
after the factory was established was three blocks away on t he
fringe of the Central Square neighborhood, t hedistance reflecting
the noxious character of the industry. Al though t hesoap industry
devel oped t overy large proportions by thefirst half of the
twentieth century -t he United States headquarters and factory

of Lever Brothers left Canbridge i n1952 - no other structures
remain fromit.

While additions have been nmade t othese houses andthey have
been covered with artificial siding, their basic integrity i sintact

and easily recoverable. The original clapboards remain underthe
siding, andthe later additions have not destroyed the original
fabric of either structure. These houses aresignificant i n the

social andarchitectural history of Canbridge regardless of their
present condition and meet both Criteria A andCriteria C

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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