
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston 

la Area no. Form no. 

^15 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

215: Lawrence Quad, 1:25000 
19/ 324250/4725380 

1. Town ANDOVER 

Address Harding Street 

Name Sarah H. Harding House 

Present use Residential 

Present owner? " ^ ^ f ^ * ^*_^ y* 
-8 Homxlton, Ri & P. 

Description: 

Date ca . 184?-4fi 

Source 

Style 

Deeds 

Greek Revival 

Architect 

. , Flushboard facade; 
Exterior wall fabric ^^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ends 
Outbuildings (describe) ghed ' 

2'2 stories; gable roof; 
Other features duplex design w/6 bay facade 
has paired classical entrance w/recessed 
d o n r s ; q\^7.e-A s i d p l i g h t f i & tran.qom p<t 
outer entrance; 9/6 & 6/6 windows have 
pedimpntf^d l i n t e l s ; alnmTnum gid-ing 

Altered -̂ s tory rear add.^atg l a t e 20th C, 

Moved Date 

6 Harding, Map 37, Parcel 17 
Lot size: 8 Harding, " 18 

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 

Approximate frontage QQ, ^ 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

12" 

6. Recorded by y_ Front iero 

Organization Andover H i s t o r i c a l Ccsranission 

Date August 7, 1980 

(over) 

37^7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Sarah H. Harding 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural ' ^ -
The Arts ' ' , ; ' 
Commerce 
C ommunication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreatioa 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Harding Street was lai d out i n 1826 to connect High Street, an early thoroughfare, 
with the old paper m i l l on the Shawsheen River. I t was named for the Harding family,• 
who owned a large amount of land i n this v i c i n i t y as well as a partnership i n the 
paper m i l l . In 1842 Sarah H. Harding bought from her mother the land now 6-8 Harding 
Street. The house was b u i l t by 1845, when Sarah, (a siiiglewoman) sold half of 
the duplex to Hannah Barker."(a widow). The design and form of this building are a 
conscious response to a- new social need for housing singlewomen of modest means. 
Sarah Harding's estate at her death i n 1867 was evenly s p l i t (approximately $1200 
each) between real estate and personal estate. The inventory of the l a t t e r gives 
an interesting picture of mid-19th century furnishing3*-oil carpets, inter a l i a — 
to comfilement the architecture. 

No. '6-8 Harding Street is an unusually fine example of the Greek Revival style i n 
Andover. The architect/builder confidently uses the new flushboarding, glazed 
doorways, and pediment motif, but hesitates i n a traditional building plan and i n 
an unf amiliarity with the most successful proportions for the window tarJLm. _̂  
Even so, the creative vernacularism of this building is a noteworthy ac^sveiiient 
with great visual effect. , .- r, .. 

The Sarah Harding House i s significant (1) for i t s interesting role as housing 
for unmarried wanen; (2) for i t s uncoimon duplex fom; and (3) for i t s high quality 
Greek Revival design. The property meets Criteria A and C of the National Register,: 
retaining integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and setting. i 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Essex County Registry of Deeds, Lawrence and Salem (1118/458; 150/515; 58/178; 760/221; 
336/7; 1289/631; 1117/364; 748/481; 474/541; 396/317; 305/258; 62/323; 655/260; 
Probate Docket No. 41484) 

Vi t a l Records to 1850 
Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Harding Family;" "Harding Genealogy" comp. 

by Charlotte Helen Abbott/ 



NPS Form lO^OO-a 
(7-«1) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

OMB NO. i w ^ - u u i a 
EXP. 12/31/84 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Town of Andover Multiple Resource Area 
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review * " ^ Date/Signature 

21. Cochran, Jehiel. House Entered In the K^gp OCJ^^-***^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ V W i 
national Hegister _v=i:v;2i 

' ' - ' ' ' ' Attest ' ' • 

22. Dasconib House S^^o^'fie^tetGr Keeper ^?<y<M^^-^^y^ 

''..Ay'A-i..•:••..:'..•" . Attest 
23. West Parish Center District^^^^^^^^^^^^^.^^^ Keeper / . ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ - . ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ M / ^ 

Attest 

Academy Hill Historic District o ' Keeper ,/L-..yL-^/7^>A?Ar^ 

Attest 

25. F l in t Farm Entered i n the. Keeper C X U ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ fe/V/ 
national BeglBter ^ 4- < $ 

Attest 

26. Follansbee House ^ V l S o ^ 1 a S 8 t « r ^^^eper , , < ^ L A > ^ ^ . / ^ j ^ 

'•'A"''A:-.,''̂ '.. -"i- , : Attest 
Entered in the ^ 

27. Frye, Nathan, House National fiegister Keeper fAliL,^^^^ B^^^*^ WfAri^ 

Attest 

28. Gray, David, House ^TTsfanflve He"<r« — Keeper liiJ.d^gAAxJkUA k-/O-

Attest PcJuA. AU^JUAMJ le/j?/^? 

29, Earding, Sarah n . , Rouse Natio^^Begleter Keeper zPC^^-^^-^-^ 

Attest 

30. Harnden Farm , ' Entered in the Keeper O d i M ^ ^ * . ^ ^f^^-yot^ 6/-*//̂-
- - National Hegister ^ — 

Attest 



N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

lA^^nAd^er A/A//^) 
If nK*d S t a t * * D*p«rtin*nt of t h * lnt*ri*r 
NatkNMi Parte Swvio* 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET  

Property //^/V^^ff^ ^^7^^A 7^^A/T^^^ 
Sta t * . County:. 
F«d«ral Ag«ncy: 

Working No. ^^A^^y^^^ 

rosubmisslon Entere 

Fed. Beg. D«f; I^EB 1  
Dato Du«- -
Action: - t r ^ C C E P T A^A/'^A^l 
ifl In tna RETURN. 

nomination by parson or local govarnmant National H e g i s t e r ^ R E J E C T 

ownar objaction 
a p p a a l 

photoa. 
m a p s _ 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquast appaal NR decision 

tn 
p. 
2 

Raviawar's commants: 

Racom. /Critaria 
Raviawar 
Disciplina 
Data 

saa continuation shaat 

omination raturnad for: technical corractions citad below 
substantiva raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r off Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n off L e g a l Pescr ip t ion 

6. Represen ta t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

aummary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
altarations/intagrity 
datas 
boundary salaction 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000298 


