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1. Name of Property

historic name Robin Hill Cemetery

other names/site number

2. Location

drest & number Donald Lynch Boulevard tfomerly North Robin Hill Road) N/A not for publication
city or town Marlborough N/A vicinity

date  Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex code 017 zZipcode 01752

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that
*This nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in

the National Register of Historic Pjaces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set fortli in 36 CFR Part
60. In my opinion the property Hmeets ¢« does not me” the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant ¢« nationally « statewide y-locally. (GSee continuation sheet for additional comments.)

yigihh™®  /jo'wm MUULZHIZY NIN2/92
Slgnaturdfof certifying official/Titl»' C,afa H. Metz’ Executive Director Date i !
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion the property « meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. (*See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and bureau . Date

4. Nationa Park Service Certification
ate of Action
I, hec™by certify that this property is:
'entered in the National Register
¢ see continuation sheet
« determined eligible for the National Register
1 see continuation sheet
¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the National
Register

« other (explain)



Robin Hill Cemetery Middiesex County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

3. Classification

Ownership of Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Property

private building(s) Contributing Non contributing
X public-local district buildings

public-State Jsite 1 sites

public-Federal structure 2 structures

object objects
3 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(enter N/A if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
N/A N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Funerary: Cemetery Funerary: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
N/A N/A

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Se continuation shedts.
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Robin Hill Cemetery isatranquil oadsin the rapidly changing landscgpe of Marlborough, Massechusetts An
evocative remnant of the early history of the town, itisagood example of a smdl, well-preserved, buria ground
that retains historical associations and burial markers assodiated with residents of the surrounding neighborhood.
The 24 extant burial markers record 27 buriasthat occurred between 1817 and 1999, dthoughitislikely that
there are additional unmarked graves.

The cametery liesinthe northwest comer of Marlborough, neer the intersection of Routes 1496 and 290. It is
located on the former North Robin Hill Stregt, which has recently been redligned and renamed Donad Lynch
Boulevard. The cemeery isbounded by adaycare center and office building on the south, highway onthe eedt,
vacant |ot on the north, and street on the west, with the New England Sports Center beyond. Despite the drametic
changeof the surrounding areafromrural farmland to late 20* century commercia/industria deveopment, the
cemetery retains asurprisingly strong senseof place, reinforced by the vegetation around the perimeter, which
obscuresmuch of the surroimding development even in winter. Marlborough Center lies about 2 miles southeest
of the buria ground.

The cametery isalong, narrow, 1-acre ste that extends eest from Dondd Lynch Boulevard. Infront of the
cemetery, but not considered part of it, isagrassy triangle, crested when the road was relocated away from the
cemeey. Thisaread0 includes apaved access road that doubles as asmall parking area. The canday isin
two digtinct parts. The westem two-thirds is occupied by Robin Hill, whichrisesabout 30 feet ebove sregt level.
This portion of the cemetery has very few burial markers and is occupied by a number of large white pines, which
give itanaturd gopearance In confragt, the eestem section ismore level and open, and isdivided intoagrid of
25 family lots. Each lotisroughly 20' x 20" and israised dightly above the surrounding land. Between each of
the lotsisanarrow passageway that is dightly lower, thus the pattem is clearly visible in the landscape.

The cametery isenclosed by afieldstoneperimeter wall that becomesaretaining wall dong the Sfreet edge
where the cemeay is severd feet higher than the adjacent road. St intothiswall facing the Sfreet isthe
receiving tomb, with dressed granite block faBade, wooden door and earthen top. There are two entrancesto the
cemetery, located a the northwest and southwest comers, which are marked by breeksinthe wall and granite
pillars (one pillar ismissing a the north enfrance). Chains acrossthe enfrances prevent unauthorized vehicular
access. There are remnants of an earlier road mnning dong the north and south edges of the cemetery. Today
these are only faintfracksleading into the cemetery and around the hill.

There are no formal plantings inthe cemetery but the large white pines dong the westem and northem edges of
the hill contribute significantly to the mral character of the area. They may have been planted but mogt likely just
ssded themsdves. Planting around the perimeter of the cemetery, much of it on adjacent properties, ismixed
native spedies, primarily pine and ogks. This scmb vegetation provides an important visua bufferfromthe
adjacent modem land uses.

(continued)
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The mog clearly ddlineated burial areaisthe flat eastem section of the cemetery where there are 25 family lots
aranged inagrid. Only seven of these lots havevisible burial markers. Starting in the northwest comer isthe
Wright lot, occupied by a single marble heedstone which commemorates CarolineH. Wright (d. May 3, 1852, age
4) daughter of JD. and SD. Wright. In the same row isthe lot of Thomas Carr, aCivil War veteran whose
sample marble marker indicates that he was in Co. 1 of the 5 Mass Infantry. Nobirth or degeth dates are
provided. The Carr lot dso contains three small flat granite markers. H. Howe and E. Howe share amarker, as
doM.H. Fryeand CA. Frye. No further information is provided about them. Nellie A. Frye (1870-1949) is
commemorated by asimilar flat granite marker.

The ssoond row of family lots includes the Holman lot which contains the marble heedstone of Nathaniel Holman
(d. September 29, 1880, ege 67), dso aCivil War veteran. His gone indicates that he was Commeanding Officer
of the 53" Regiment of the Mass Volunteers. A footstone leaning againg this stone does not gopear to beong to
it. Holman's stone, with the name of the deceasad in raised Ietters on arecessad background, istypica of those
found in saverd Marlborough cemeteries of theperiod. The adjacent marble heedgstone of Lucinda Holman (d.
Jduly 7, 1867, age 29) issimilar in style. Her inscription indicates that she was a clairvoyant physician who hes
"Gone to the Summer Land." The third sonein the Holman lot isthat of Amory Holman (d. August 6, 1844, age
3years, 6 months), son of Nathaniel and Mary Holman. Itisthe only date heedstone in the cemetery and
displays awell carved willow and um motif with architectural and decorative borders. The inscription reeds,
"Loved little one, thou hast gone we tmst to be hgppy ever more.™

Also in the sscond row isthe Rice lot which contains three marble heedsones. The earliest desths were those of
Luther (d. 1817, ege 6) and Willard (d. 1817, age 4), sonsof Levi and LucindaRice who died the same day and
shareaheadgone. Theinscription reeds"Lovely inlife, intheir degth they were not separated.” Their mother
Lucinda Rice (d. July 17, 1850, ege 58), is commemorated by a one similar to that of her two young sons Her
inscription reads, "Our Mother is gone to the land of the blest. Why meet in sorrow, why bend wein gloom ... "
[rest obscured]. Levi Rice (d. Febmary 6, 1860, age 70) is commemorated with the inscription "pessadto a
higher life." All three of the Rice gonesare relatively smilar in style with the name of the decessed in raised
letters inarecessad panel. The memorid to the young sonsmay be been erected somewhat after their degth or
may have been rdocated here, as it isunlikely that the family lots would have been laid out by 1817.

In the third row of family lots, only the eestemmogt hes an extant done. Francis A. Rice (d. May 22, 1851, age 3
years, 9 months) is commemorated by a small marble heedgtone which islying onits Sde infragments. There are
afew additiona fragmentsinthe lot, which do not gppeer to belong to this sone.

The fourth row contains the Wood lot, which commemorates Theodore D. Wood (d. October 8, 1850 & 2 years 7

months) son of Robert and Susan M. Wood. Hisgrave is marked by atiny marble obelisk only about 2 feet tall,
which hes arecessed circular pand near the top with lilies of the valey carved in relief

(continued)
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The fifth row contains the Cooke lot, with two rectangular marble heedstoneswith the names of the decessed in
raised letters in arecessed pand similar to others of the period found throughout Marlborough. These
commemorate Ananias Cooke (d. April 5, 1852, age 91), aRevolutionary War veteran, and hiswife Sarah (d.
March 25, 18477, age 89). Their epitaphs are no longer legible.

Located on the eest Sde of Robin Hill overlooking the family lots are the graves of two children of Aaron and
Lydia Felton, Addison (d. 1818?, age 8) and Lydia (d. 1818?, age 6). Their graves are marked by a marble
heedgtone and footstonethat are 0 badly eroded that the inscriptions are virtually illegible.

On the west dde of Robin Hill facing the road is an areathat gppearsto have been terraced a some point to
facilitateburias. It contains the marble heedgone inscribed with U.S. shield of Benjamin A. Dutton, a Civil War
veteran, which reeds"16 Bty, MassL.A." His birth and degth dates are not recorded. In the same areaare Six
post-1950 low  heedgtones of granite and bronze in varying styles which commemorate six membas of the Lee,
Gregson and O'Leary families, including Robert O'Leary (1928-1999) who served in World Wer 1.

The burying ground is generaly well maintained, but like most properties of thistype, hes suffered loss of

gravetones over time. Severdfragmentsand a leest one broken heedstone have been presarved in place. The
few extant footstones have been rel ocated adjacent to heedstones.

(end)



Robin Hill Cemetery
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or that represent the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) N/A

Property is:
A owned by religious institution or used for religious
purposes

B removed from its original location
0 a birthplace or grave
X D a cemetery
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure
Fa commemorative property

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

Middlesex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Art

Community Planning and Deve opment
Socid History

Period of Significance 1817 - 1954

Significant Dates (see continuation sheet)
Significant Person:

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Cultural Affiliation

Architects/Builders (see continuation sheet)

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets
9. Major Bibliographic References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

Primary location of additional data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal Agency
X Local Government
University
Other

Name of Repository: Library and Hist. Commission
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Robin Hill Cemetery qualifiesfor listing on the National Register of Historic Placesunder Criteria A and C, with
significance a the local level. The site may dso have archaeologica significance assodiated with unmarked
graves and buried heedgones. The period of significance extends from 1817 to 1954. The Site possessss integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

The cemetary qualifiesfor listing under Criterion A due to its sfrong association with the history of Marlborough,
particularly the 19 century farming neighborhood in the remote northwest comer of the community. Itiswas
one of severd neighborhood burial grounds established inthe early 19* century that came under municipa
jurisdiction after 1855, and is one of nine municipal cemeteriesin Marlborough. It contains the gravesof one
Revolutionary War veteran, three Civil War veterans, and one World War n veteran. The cemeery dso
documantts the 1% century socid structure of the community, including the high rate of infant mortaity. Like
Wesks Camaay itisdigant from the cenfral part of Marlborough and is one of the few older burying groundsin
Marlborough to remain in active use today.

Robin Hill megsCriterion Cas asmall 19 century burial ground that reflectsthe evolving design of cemeteries
and funerary monuments in New England. 1t embodies the 19¢ centuryfransitionfrom informal burial ground to
planned cemeatery and is an early example of the use of family lots. The smplereceiving tomb is another
expresson of its 19 century character. The predominantly marble heedgstones, and afew footstones, illusfrate
unpretentious mid-19* century styles, with epitaphs that expressthe sentimentdity of that period. There are no
family monuments

The cematary meets CriteriaException D becauseit has served continuoudy as aneighborhood burying ground in
Marlborough from 1817 to the present, with mogt burials occurringinthe 19 century. Itincudes the graves of
approximately 27 residents of Marlborough and contains information that is not readily available dsawhere. The
1817 beginning date for the period of significance corregpondswith the first documented burial, that of Willard
and Luther Rice. The 1954 termination date reflects National Regigter policy that properties with ongoing
significance use a50-year cut-off date unless events of unusud significance have occurred within the past 50
years

Marlborough, located approximately 28 mileswest of Boston and 16 miles eest of Worcester, was incorporated a5
atovrain 1660. The smalfrontiercommunity developed dowly a first because of conflicts assodated with King
Philip's War. After 1676 Marlborough grew steadily, reaching apopulation of 1,287 by 1765. Through the 18*
century it remained primarily an agricultural community. The upland topography was particularly well-suited to
raising cattle, grain and gpples. Agriculture continued to be the major occupation in rural areesof town through
the 19 century. However after 1830 Marlborough developed athriving shoe industry, whichfransformedit into
one of the manufacturing capitals of New England. The rapidly growing industry brought need for additional
labor, which resulted in an influx of immigrants, initialy frish, followed by French Canadians, and later by
Italians, Gresks and Eastem European Jews. The town's population grew from 2,500 in 1836 to 13,609 in 1900.
By 1890 the increesingly complex infrastmcture necessitated the reorganization of the government and

(continued)
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Marlborough becameaccity. Inthe 20* century, Marlborough hes continued to grow, reaching a population of
31,800 by 1990, and hes becomea diversified residential, high-technology, and businesscity.

Initially Marlborough's funerary needswere served by two burial ground located neer the center of town. Spring
Hill Cemetery (1675) and Old Common Cemetery (1706) met the neadsof thoseliving neer town. As the
population grew more dispersed, residents of outlying aress established informal family and neighborhood burial
grounds. Thexeincluded Wilson Cametery (1764); Brigham Cemetery (1793); Chipman Cemetery (1813); Robin
Hill Cemetery (1817); Weeks Cametery (1837); and Maplewood Cemetery (1830s). After 1855 all the
neighborhood cemeterieswerefransferredto municipad ownership and new burial areeswere established a
Chipman (the new section, Rocklavm Cemetery, is the name by which the areais currently knovm) and a
Maplewood, which served as Marlborough's primary cemetery during the latter part of the 19* century. In 1956
Evergreen Cemetery was established adjacent to Wilson. It continuesto sarve as the city's primary burial ground
today. Thereae dsotwo large late 19* century Catholic cemeteries, . Mary's and Immaculate Conception,
located adjacent to Brigham.

Marlborough historian Charles Hudson, writing in 1862, summarized the satus of the town's cemeaeriesa that
time and described each. His cursory remarks about Robin Hill indicate that even then it was conddered asmal
cemaery digant from the center of the community.

Cemeteries are becoming objects of attention in most of our towns; and their condition isbeing
regarded as a sort of test of civilizations, in the best sense of that term. The gloom which has
been spread over the resting-place of the departed, and theforbidding appearance of our
churchyards, are giving place to a more rationalfedling and a better taste. Theincreasing light
of the Son of Righteousness has, in a good degree, dispelled the darkness of the tomb, and chased
away the unearthly spectres, which were supposed to visit nightly the sepulchres of the dead.
Christians of all denominations, are beginning to regard the burial-places of theirfriends, as
peaceful shades to which they can profitably resort to muse in sweet melancholy upon the
uncertainty of human life, and to call up anew the dear remembrance of departedfriends. Such
views andfeelings have created a disposition to beautify and adorn the ground where the dead
arereposing. . .

There isasmall yard near Robin Hill school-house, where afew families have been buried.

(Hudson, History of the Town of Marlborough, page 236-239)
The two older municipal cemeteries (Spring Hill and Old Common) reflect their Colonia origins, with
predominantly date heedstoneslaid out in irregular rows and afew later monuments. Although they ae referred
to s cameteriestoday, both could best be characterized as burying grounds, with no formal design and few
embdlishments. The four smaler neighborhood cemeteries (Brigham, Robin Hill, Weeksand Wilson) reflect the
19* century fransition from unadorned burial groundsto cemeteries, with spatia organization based on family lots

(continued)
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rather than individual graves, sonesthat digplay more sentimentd imagery and iconography; and embdlishments
auch as roads and plantings. Maplewood Cemetery began during the 1830s as aheighborhood cemetery but weas
greatly enlarged during the 1860s and displays thefransitionto the late 19 century style with amdler lots,
machinemede monuments, and greater ethnic diversity. Evergreen Cemetery reflects late-20* century buria
dyles and idess.

Robin Hill Cemetery began as a smal neighborhood buria ground that served the adjacent farming community.
It islikely that the first burials occurred without thought to the arangement of the graves and that gridded lots
were added sometime around the 1840s  The receiving tomb probably dates to the middleof the 19 century as
well. The layout of the cemetery was documented by City Engineer Francis Granger in 1934 (see atached map)
and hes changed little snce that time. Municipa records indicate that there were few expenditures a Robin Hill
other than for an occasiond mowing.

The first confirmed burial occurred in 1817-1818 when four children were buried inthe cemetery but there may
have been earlier burials. Then were no additiona interments until the 1840sand after that burials occurred
sooradicadly through 1880. There are severd undated burias that probably occurred in the early 20*  century and
then six that have occurred between 1955 and the present. A samdl areahas been st addefor resdentsof the
neighborhood who wish to be buried here, but RobinHill isnot generdly consdered an active cemetery.

Robin Hill Cemetery was the sixth of the nine municipal burial grounds to be established in Marlborough and a
one aoreisthe second smdlest. The number of confirmed burials, only 27, is the lowest for any burial ground in
town. Other than the grid of lots, which are surprisingly well-planned for such asmdl cemetery, Robin Hill is
typica of a amdl neighborhood cemetery with few embdlishments. It retains 19* century vemacular character in
its gpatia organization, topography, vegetation, circulation sysem and monumentation. There have been no
known additions or deletions of land.

While the cemetery retains ahigh leve of integrity, the surrounding neighborhood does not. After centuries asa
relatively isolated farming neighborhood, the northwest comer of the community changed dramaticdly in the late
20* century. Construction of Routes 1-49% and 1-290 in the 1970sdtered the landscape around the cemetery
dmog beyond recognition, asfields and orchards werefransformedinto office parks and residentid subdivisons.

Old Common Cemeaery isdready listed on the Nationa Regiger as part of the Marlborough Center Historic

Disfrict (NRDIS 08/19/1998). The seven other municipa cemeteries established before 1900 are being nominated
concurrently. There are no plans to nominate Evergreen Cemetery, which was established in 1956.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

1 acre

UTM References
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 286300 4693280 3.19

Zone Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing
2. 19 4. 19

Zone Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing

n  See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Describe why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltite Shary Page Berg, preservation consultant, with Betsy Friedberg. NR Director, MHC
organization  Massachusatts Historical Commisson  date Julv 2004

sreet & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470

city or town Bogston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

namne City of Marlborough
sreet and number City Hall 140 Main Street telephone 508-460-3715

city or town Marlborough gate MA Zip code 01752
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(end)
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description
Robin Hill Cemetery isarectangular parce bounded on the west by Donad Lynch Boulevard (formerly North
Robin Hill Road); on the north by undeveloped 1and; on the eest by aocess ramps between Routes 290 and 495;
and on the south by an office building and day care center.
Boundary Justification

The boundary encompassesa single parcd (assessors mgp 26, parcd 8) that includes the entire 1-acre
cemetery established inthe early 19* century.

(end)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Raobin Hill Cemetery
Marlborough, Middlesex County, MA

Section number 9.10.12 Page 2

12.LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

NR Photo # Location/Description

1 View from greet showing westem portion of cemetery with
perimeter wall, receiving tomb, hill and white pines. Dutton
headgtone and post-1950 heedgtones ae faintly visible on
hillsde. Southem entranceis a far right.

2 View fromhill looking eedt towards system of gridded lots,
saven of which havevisible heedsones. Felton heedstone and
footstones are visible in the foreground.

Date

2/2002

2/2002

3 Heaedgstones of the Rice family. Willard and Luther Rice were  2/2002

the first recorded burialsin this cemetery. This style of
headstone, with name in recessed pand, is commonly found
throughout Marlborough's 19* century cemeteries.

Photo by

Shay Berg

Shary Berg

Shay Berg



Robin Hill Cemetery

Marlborough (Middlesex County), M assachusetts
National Regiger District Data Sheet

2004
MHC# Photo# Map# HistoricName Description/Materials Date
Raobin Hill Cemetery 1817-
1 Perimeter Wall Fiddgtone 19 cent
2 Recelving Tomb Earthen, graniteface mid-19* cent

TOTALS: 1 contributing Site, 2 contributing dructures

Status

Contrib
Contrib

Contrib

Type

1 Ste
1 Structure

1 Structure

mO=



ROBINHILL CEMETERY
MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS
BURIAL DATA SHEET

April 1, 2002

Family Lots East Sdeof Cemetery

. Car Lot 1 smdl marble heedsone
ThomasCarr. Co. 1, 5" Mass Infantry. N.D./19* cent.
4 flat granite markers
H. Howe N.D./20* cent.
E. Howe )*(
M.H. Frye/E. Frye N.D./20" cent.
Nellie A. Frye (1870- 1949) 1949
. Cooke Lot 2 marble heedstones
Mrs. Sarah Cooke (d 18477, age 89) 1847
Ananias Cooke (dI852, age 91) 1852
. Holman Lot 2 marble heedsones’3 marble footstones
Nathaniel Holman (d. 1880, age 67) 1830
LucindaHolman (d. 1867, age 29) 1867
1 date headgone/1 date footstone
Amory Holman (d. 1844, age 3yrs. 6 mos.) 1844
. RiceLot 3 marble heedstones
Luther (d. 1817, age 6) and
Willard (d 1817, age 4) Rice 1817
Mrs. Lucinda Rice (d.I850, age 58) 1850
Levi Rice (d. 1860, age 70) 1860
. Rich Lot 1 toppled and broken marble heedstone
FrancisA. (d. 1851, age 3yrs. 9 mos) 1851
. Wood Lot 1 2" marble obelisk
Theodore D. Wood (d. 1850, age 2yrs. 7mos) 1850
. Wright Lot 1 marble heedgtone
Caroline H. Wright (d 1852, age 4) 1852

Individual Burials East Sideof Robin Hill
. Felton 1 marble heedgtone & footstone (eroded)
Addison (d. 18187, age 8) &
Lydia Felton (d. 18187, age 6) 18187

Individual Burials West Side of Robin Hill

. Dutton 1 marble heedgtone (military insignia) N.D./19* cent
Benjamin A. Dutton
. Recent burids 6 low granite and bronze, various styles 1955-1999

6 members of Gregson, Lee, O'Leary families including
Robert F. O'Leary, Tech5 USArmy
World War |1 (1928-1999)

Total: 24 headstones, 5 footstones, 27 identified burials



58S

1934 Map of Robin Hill Cemetery by City Engineer J. Francis Granger.
North isto the right. The gridded lots are a the bottom, but only those with monuments are shown.

The Fdton monument isjust above the gridded lots, Benjamin Dutton's grave is aove that; and the
receiving tomb is located a the top, adjacent to the street. All monuments extant in 1934 still exist
today. The only change hes been the addition of 6 post-1955 headgones to the left (south) of the
Benjamin Dutton monument and the realignment of the road further avay from the cemetery.
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusatts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

August 13, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Robin Hill Cemetery, Donald Lynch Blvd., Marlborough (Middlesex), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property werenotified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 daysbeforethe meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Five letters of support have been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg ij
Nationad Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Shay Poe Beg, conaultant
Gay Brown, Lynn Faug, Marlborough Higtorical Commisson
Daris Hunt, Mayor, City of Marlborough
Alfred Lima, Marborough Planning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/'sec/mhc



CITY OF MARLBOROUGH

MAYOR DENNISC. HUNT

140 Main Street
Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752
Tel. (508) 4603770 Facsmile (508) 460-3698 TDD (508) 460-3610

May 7, 2004

Betsy Friedberg
Massachusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

The City of Marlborough participated inthe Cemetery Initiative that the Department of Environmenta
Management conducted. Because of that project, the City next pursued agrant to have these
cameaerieslisted inthe National Regigter. | haverecaived notice that a its June 9, 2004 meeting, the
Massechusatts Historical Commission will be reviewing the City of Marlborough's Request to have
ven (7) historic cemeteriesincluded inthe National Register Listing. | would like to express my
support for thisproject.

Cemeteries have dways served as one of the community's most vauable resources. 1t wouldssam in
this day and age that cemeteries have lost much of their significance. But further exploration would
dispute that. From the people who come from all over the country to research their family trees,

realizing that their ancestors settled this community and helped it to grow and prosper and while some
dayed and continued their role in this community, others moved on to settle throughout the rest of the
country; to the schoolchildren who learn a respect and awareness of history from their tours and

reseerch in these cameteries, to the veterans who visit frequently to pay their respectsto the country's
heroes to the neighborhood residents and the community a large who walk through the cemeteries
pausing to reflect a various headgtones, sometimes cleaning around a Site, but taking the few moments
to reflect on the peace and dillness that gives them a brief respite from the hustle and dress of their

lives, these ceameteries have an impact.

The City of Marlborough hes begun a pro-active role in the preservation of its cultural and historical
asdsthrough acquiring open pace parcels and developing preservation and maintenance plansfor its
resources.

Severd Boy Scouts have done or will be doing a gatusinventory of individual cemeteries for their
Eagle Scout projects. Each Boy Scout chooses acemetery and they inventory each heeddone -
inscriptions, condition of gone, composition of gone- and dso make generd notes on the cametery
grounds. Since time can have such adevadating effect on the heedgones, the City and its Cametery
Division will be ableto take thisinventory and use it to addressthe most urgent nesds

The cemeteries in Marlborough reech out to many people - those who come to trace their roots and
learn about their families, the schoolchildren, the veterans and the community & large. They providea
red sanse of history in Marlborough.



Betsy Friedberg
May 7, 2004
Pege 2

The City of Marlborough takes greet pride inits cameteries and the history reflected there. Listing
these cemeleries is another way of expressng our pride while providing apart that is often required for
grants that we might sask to help in the specid maintenance and repairs a the cemeteries.

| thank you for this opportunity and hope that you will goprovethisproject. If you have any questions,
please feel freeto contact me.

Sincerely yours,

/]

Dennis C. Hunt
Mayor



CITY OF MARLBOROUGH
Marlborough, Massachusdts 01752
HISTORICAL COMMISSON

May 11,2004

Betsy Friedberg

Massechusstts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

We in Marlborough are fortunate to have our historic cemeteriesand burial groundsin a
wonderfiil ateof preservation. Someof the Sones date from the late 1600sand early
1700sand look as if they had been carved recently.

The grave markers bear the names of many of our founding fathers and veteransof the
Revolutionary, Civil and all other wars. They are awritten history of this community.

Those citizens who visit our historic burial groundsfor the first time are invariably
impressed. Itis funto take groups through them and point out who, what, where and why
they are important. Y ou can s the various motifsof the carvers. We who gppreciate
our history are very proud of these cemeteries. We who take the time to honor our fallen
veterans are pleased that our City government throughout our history hes cared for these
hallowed grounds.

| fully support the efforts to have our historic cemeteriesplaced on the National Regider.
Thiswill hedp many othersto be grateful for their existence.

Sincerely yours,

Garywown
Chairman
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CITY OF MARLBOROUGH

PLANNING DEPARTMENT Director

140 Main Stret

Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752
Tel (508) 460-3799 Fecsimile (508) 460-3698 TDD (508) 460-3610

LARED JTLIMA,

May 13, 2004

Betsy Friedberg
Massachusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| wish to convey my strong support for the nomination of seven historic cemeteries in the
City of Marlborough to the National Register of Historic Places. The devation of these
cemeeries to the Regider will asss in implementing the city's planning objectives.

One of the action itemsin the 2002 Marlborough Master Plan isto advancethe
preservation of the city's historic cemeteries through the development of preservation
plans and the pursuing of National Register designation. The City was awarded a
technica assgance grant from the Department of Environmental Management to develop
aframeworkfor the preservation of these stes, and thisinitiative has assgted in guiding
the City's maintenance of these cemeteries.

Clearly, the preservation of Marlborough's historic cemeteries will advance other gods
of the madter plan, including the preservation of the community's character and its
quality of life. The nomination of these Stesto the National Register will advance the
preservation of theseimportant historic resources.

lanning and Community Devel opment

rirr—T1v



P.O. Box 513
Marlborough. Massachusells 01752-0513

Peter Rice Homesteed - 377 EIm Stret

May 20, 2004
€ «/0""

|
Betsy Friedberg MASS. HISt COVM

Massachusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrisey Boulevard
Boson, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

On behdf of the Marlborough Historical Society | would like to express my support for the
listing on the National Regigter of Historic FHlacesthe seven historically significant ceaneteries in
Marlborough, Massachusetts

Marlborough being among this nation's earliest incorporated townships (1660). its rich history
was built by the very men and women who lay to rest in our honored cemeteries. The recognition
they deservewarrants such alistingin our Nationai Regidtry.

Not only for the expressed purpose of recognition of the cemeteries and those who are buried
there, however, do | support such an effort. Rather, | fed that alisting on the National Register
of Historic Flaces fosterswithin agiven town or city a grester avareness of and gppreciation for
other higtoric preservation efforts and projects. To me, it isan often-needed catay<t to better,
more thoughtful decison making.

1 thank you in advance for your consderation of this matter.

Sincerely,

Richard Wilcox
Curator

C:. Gay Brown, Chairman, .Marlborough Historical Commission



CITY OF MARLBOROUGH
Department of Public Works
Office of the Commissioner

135 Neil Street

Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752

(508) 624-6910 Ext. 7200
Facsimile (508) 624-7699 TDD (508) 460-3610

May 25, 2004

Betsy Friedberg
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

| am plessad to offer my support to the City of Marlborough request to have its 7 camneleries
listed on the National Regidter.

As the Commissoner of the Department of Public Works, it is my responsibility to sse that these
historic resources are properly maintained. With the ever-increesng damands on municipa
budgets, it is achdlenge to mest this sandard with the limited funds we are annudly given to do
. | an extremdy proud of the fact that these cemeteries are in remarkable condition in spite of
our limited maintenance resources and we hope to continue meeting our chargein that regard.

Listing inthe Nationa Register symboalizes the City of Marlborough's commitment to its historic
resources. As part of this commitment the City continually reseerches ways to gain additiona

funding for specid projects for these cemeteries. As an example, funds from the grant used to
prepare this application, dso alowed us to prepare mini-preservation and maintenance plans for
the cameteries. The pupose of these pans is to provide efficient cog-effective guidance to the
community for the care of its higoric cameteries

There are few greater opportunities for reflection than awalk through an historic burial ground
& you ponder the names dates and inscriptions on the sones and what life was like when these
people lived in our community.



Betsy Friedberg Pege 2
Massachusatts Historical Commission
May 25, 2004

As the custodian of these dites, | have a great responsbility to not only the current resdents but
as0 to those people who lived here helping our community grow and prosper and are now buried
in our cemeteries.  What better way to show honor and respect than to have these cemeteries
listed on the National Register

| gppreciate thisopportunity to offer my support to this reques.

Sincerely yours,

Rondd LaPremere
Commissoner



