


7. Original owner (ifknown) Church of the New Theological School
Original use church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion X
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This stcne Gothic chapel was built for
the New Church Theologlcal School (Swedenborgian)
in 1903, Lowand small inscale, I tisnade of field-

stone, with sills, iintels, andcarved detail of
white [imestone. The Quincy Street facade has a
bell i nthe peaked gable and a | owentrance porch that

is decorated with carved floral ornament i nthe arch
and cornices. The heavy buttresses on the exterior
suggest a nmasonry vaulted interior, which, in actuality,
is nmade of timber.

The first services of the Church in"amr:":""ge
were held i n 1888 and soon after the New Church
Theol ogi cal School was noved t o Canbxi dge. Rel ying
on the teachings of Swedenborg, this sect attracted
many Harvard intellectuals, anong them W I |iam Jamnes.
Thus t he selection of the site for the school roust
have been influenced by the proximty t oHarvard.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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riGuUnE 123. &. James-the-Les3, Philadelphia, Pa., 1846-48. 3

FtcuHE 130. Richard Upjohn. Chapel of S. Mary the Virgin FicUuiiE 128. Richard Upjohn. S. Thomasit Episcopal Church,
at Nashotah Episcopal Theological Seminary, Atnenia Union, N.Y., 1849-51.
Nashotali, Wit., loest fafade, i85C)-60.
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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION MID CAMB. Il C 10
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1- Town Cambridge
Address Kirkland/Quincv Sts.
NameChurch of the New Jerusalem

Present use church
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Saple to left side of form
Photo number j )Q~" - [Z°
Present ownerCorporation of the New_
Church Theological ~*School, 42
3. Description: Quincy St., Cambridge

Dae 1903

Source deed records

Style  Gothic

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Warren, Smith S Briscoe

in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric stone
Outbuildings (describe)
Other features A stone Gothic chapel,
with wing added i n 1966. Low,
small i n scale.
Altered Y es-addition Dae 1966
Arthur H. Brooks, Jr. and Assoc
Moved No Date
5. Lot size:
Ore acre or less Ove one acre X
Approximate frontage K.;rKLAo" « ZOO'
Approximate distance of building from street
A vy A
1 _.I b
yi } 227"y b 6. Recorded by Robert Rettig
OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.
Date 1968
(over)

50M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) Church .of the. New Theological School
Original use church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion X
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts . > settlement inventioa
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This stcne Gothic chapel was built for
the New Church Theol ogical School (Swedenborgian)

in 190 3 Lowandsmall in scale, i tis nade of field-
stone, with sills, iintels, andcarved detail of
white |imestone. The Quincy Street facade has a
bell in the peaked gable and a | owentrance porch that?

s decorated with carved floral ornament in the arch
and cornices. The heavy buttresses on the exterior [
suggest a masonry vaulted interior, which, in actuality,
iIs made of timber.

The first services of ths ChurcB in "am-ridge

were held in 1888 and soon after tLe New Church.
Theol ogi cal School was noved t o Canbridge. Relying

on the teachings of Swedenborg, this sect attracted
many Harvard intellectuals, am)n? themW | |iam Janes.
Thus t he selectionof the site for the school nust
have been influenced by the proximty t oHarvard.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) ” "N -



NC
MAGSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL COMNSSON Mid Cambridge 1l.C. 10
cTffice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Church of the New
Jerusal em

Indicate each itemon inventory formv*iidi i s being continued bel ow.

The Church of the New Jerusalem i ssituated diagonally across
Quincy Street from theVictorian Gothic Menorial Hall (1870) and next
to t henodern Harvard Graduate School of Design (1972). Nearbyi s
Yamasaki's Wl liam Janmes Hall (1963). Thus, this Church i sset in
the mdst of several important Harvard buildings that feature a variety
of architectural styles. <, - o ¥

The Church of theNew Jerusalem i spart of an architectural tradi-
tion of Gothic Chapels that stretches back t o184 8i ntheUnited States.
In tihat year, St. James-the-Less was conpleted i nPhiladelphia, based
on drawi ngs provided by t he Canbri dge Canden Society i nEngland. The
Canden Society was part of an Anglican reform novenent known as Ecclesi -
ology which called for areturn totraditional medieval forms bothi n
ritual and church building. "St. Janes-the-Less i shistorically im
portant . . . because i tbrought t othfe United States, with only m nor
alterations, a superb exanmple of a small medieval English parish
church.. . . . More than that, i tprovided thenost suitable prototype
yet t oappear i nAmerica for thecountless suburban and rural Episcopal
parishes which were comng into being as thecountry expanded.”" (W IlliamH
Pierson, Jr., Anerican Buildings and their Architects: Technol ogy and
the Picturesque, pp. 185-186.) -St. Janes-the-Less has a one-story nave,
a steeply sloping roof, and a belt gable or bell cote rising fromits
vest wall. The churches of Richafd Upjohn carry on this English parish
schenme. The architectural significanceof the Church of the New Jerusalem
lies 1 nthe direct relationship of itsdesign tothechurches of Upjohn,
St. John-tJie-Less, and theEnglish pa-tish tradition.

The office wing on Kirkland Street, added i n1966, i s noncontributing
but does not detract from the agghitectural qualit t he Church,
The Church nmeets criterion C of eNatloni Reglst' f Historic Places.
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8. Significance
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
; for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



