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Tomn Wakefield
Address S*Mlem StrePt
Historic Nare NA

Usss Present dwelling
Original shoe Rhon
DESCRIPTIC
Date p. i8an-iftR7
Source map ia”7
Style M1ii-19t".h rentnry vprnpnil,
Architect NA
Exterior Wall Fabric ri ?,phnarri

Outbuildings  nnnp

c.19 20

Magor Alterations (with dates) ell rear.
1 story, ell 'easK > 1 story-
(c.1900)

oondition Fair

Mo NA Date
Acreege Mc”N xXVYn]l h acre

Setting Faces southeast near and
behind early house

Recorded by A mhi t-pptnra 1 PrpfAprvati nn
. Associates :
Organization w”kpf-iPiri Hi ¢ n™i P;;1
Commission
March 1975 -



NATI N REG STER CR TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

This structure is a well preserved exanple of a significant local building
form and represents Wakefield' s 19th century cottage industry of shoemaking.
The building retains Integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling and association, and nmeets criterion A and C of the
NRH on the local Ilevel.

ARH | ECTURAL S GN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

This Ih story former shoe shop is a good exanple of an Inmportant local building
form which in the 19th century was to be found dotting the south and west

sides of the town. |t has been added to and converted into a residence, but its
original simplicity has been retained. The high peaked gable roof is placed with
the ridge parallel to the street; three bays are squeezed into the small front
facade, with the door in the first bay. The whole, with one Story ell, is set

on very high brick foundations, A door in the basenment area suggests that the
basement was used for storage.

HSTAR CAL S QJI H CANCE Explain the role cwers played in |ocal or state history and howv the
building relates to the devel opnent of the cormunity.

This was the shoe shop of David Nichols,a shoemaker, who is listed on the nmap
of 1857 as living at the old Patch house at 103 Salem Street.

Before 1862, when the MKay sewi ng nachi ne was
introduced zo Wakefield, a |arge nunber of town residents nade shoes in
such shops In their yards. In the main, the Individual shoemaker was in
charge of producing the shoe: he cut the leather, his wife and daughters
bound, and his sons and aEprentices finished up the work. The finished
product was sonetines marketed by "manufacturers" |ike L B Evans, and others,
who trucked the shoes to Boston at so nmuch a mile, sold them and credited
the maker with groceries at his conmpany store. Even after 1862, this practice
continued in this and surrounding towns. .
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Eat on, Chester W, in Hurd, M ddlesex County, 1890
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300



