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XX Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

This house physically appears as it did at the time of 
its construction, although at that time it occupied a 27 
acre suburban farm and was situated practically in the 
center of that tract. Later financial developments 
resulted in many small lots and uncomplementary houses 
being laid off and set up on that piece of land.

The house is built in the Carpenters' Gothic style and 
bears the various trademarks of noted architect John 
McMurtry. Vertical batten boards form the exterior 
finish. Central chimneys, square headed windows, a 

s porch supported by octagonal piers lined with a trim of 
Tudor arches with cutout trefoil designs - these are all 
stock motifs of McMurtry's work.. It was built after 
1855, and the woodwork is indicative of this period. 
Greek Revival decor abounds on the inside, where there 
are unique pine floors and a winding stairway of 
mahogany. Mantels are small cast iron items. The 
basement is laid out in various rooms. The upstairs 
originally was set off in two sections, with servants 
having access to the front of the upstairs through a 
tiny crawl space.

This structure is one of two romantically executed 
houses of mid-nineteenth century Georgetown.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

McFarland House, a representative structure indicative of the 
talents of noted Kentucky architect John McMurtry, was 
probably built in 1856 on--an outlying lot owned by Hubbard 
Varnon, who had come to Scott County from Bourbon County. In 
Carpenters' Gothic style, its architectural characteristics 
include vertical batten construction, shuttered square-headed 
windows, a porch supported by octagonal piers lined with a 
trim of Tudor arches which are inset with trefoil designs. 
The interior features rare floors of pine, a stairway which 
is elliptical in execution with railing of mahogany, cast 
iron mantels and heavy Greek Revival woodwork.

Hubbard Varnon bought the lot on which the residence stands 
from George E. Prewitt. Varnon sold it to James Stucker and 
Lan Maddox in 1866. When in 1876 Stucker died he left "my 
estate...to my best friend Lan Maddox, knowing and confiding 
in him that he will take care of and use the same for the 
benefit of himself and his family to whom I am under greater 
obligation of kindness and friendship than all others." In 
1880 James William and Ellen Craig bought the property and 
lived in it until 1889 when a highly heralded twine factory 
bought the house and the 27 acres and proceeded to erect 
their industrial buildings on the land.

A Sketch of Georgetown in 1890, a trade board type publica­ 
tion, praised the operation of glowing terms. The proximity 
of the railroad was noted, as was the fact that Scott County 
was in the heart of the hemp growing region which had been 
struggling to reestablish that crop's priority since the 
Civil War. The sketch said that more than"$100,000 was raised 
for the twine factory." It was cited as "one of the largest 
factories in that particular line in the United States." 
Laborers were brought here from Scotland to work in the build­ 
ing which had its electric plant and fire department and a 
side track from the depot to the warehouses. The plant, 
however, failed around the turn of the century. The corpora­ 
tion, known as the Blue Grass Cordage Company, dismanteled its 
buildings. Fleming, who had bought the house, in 1891 lost it
in a court action. Subdivision of the lots was a result of the 
company's failure._____ _____________________________



A Sketch of Georgetown in 1890, unsigned commercial pamphlet
(Georgetown: 1890) pp. 26, 27.

Ann B. Bevins, "Georgetown House Saw Development of Large Twine 
Factory," The Lexington Leader, April 24, 1970.

Clay Lancaster, Ante Bellum Houses of the Blue Grass (Lexington:
1961) p. 132
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