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OWNER'S NAME:

Mrs. Dorothy Matthews Baugher
STREET AND NUMBER:

Mount Vernon Road
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Golden Colorado
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Tax Assessor's Office
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Preliminary Ownership Map of T.4S, R.70W., Jefferson Co. 1-70
DATE OF SURVEY: 1966 Fed State | | County [~| Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:
Colorado State Highway Department

4201 East Arkansas Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Denver Colorado

See also:HABS survey of Feb. 15(?) 1934 No. 36-C-l. Federal; 
deposited with Colo. St. Mus.,Denver & HABSI, W.,D.C
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O Moved (Xl Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The' present location of this house is very near Interstate 
70 as it penetrates the foothills west of Denver. However, 
the house has not been relocated or damaged due to the 
highway development.

The house appears today much as it did when detailed 
drawings were made by the Historic American Buildings Survey 
in 1934. The plan of the house shows thirteen rooms, 
including the bath and storage areas. Construction is of 
stone for the lower story and wood and shingle for the second 
Incorporated into the gabled roof are three dormers.

Of interest is the stone lintel over the front door which 
is inscribed with the date, "I860." This may well be the 
erection date of the house as the first recorded date for 
the building is 1867. Although authentication is difficult, 
evidence indicates that the Steele house may have been one 
of the earliest stone houses built by those who came to 
Colorado seeking gold in the Rockies.

A recent real estate transaction has taken pl'ace in the 
area of the old stone house indicating a forthcoming 
residential or commercial development -is in the making. 
The Steele property was not included in the sale, due to the 
deference of the' owner. At present, however, the house is 
little known, despite its proximity to the highway^due to 
the lower elevation of the house with relation to the 
roadway.

To sum up the architectural features; the house belongs 
to the class called "rural cottage." The exterior treatment 
is a dual one of rusticated polygonal stone on the first 
level and a "shingle style" treatment on the second.
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7. Description (continued)

The original portion of the house is the north-east wing which houses the 
present kitchen and pantry facilities. The roof over this portion is low­ 
er and smaller than the roofs of succeeding additions. The roof over the 
original portion is a hipped roof; the rest of the roof is a combination 
hip and gabel roof with dormers.

The house has had various additions during its lifetime; not all of which 
can be assigned to specific dates. Dates carved into the lintels of 
several windows intimate the periods when various additions or removals 
were made. Two windows have the dates H99" and "96" over them. The front 
(south) door possess a stone lintel marked with the dates II1860" and 
"1922"; the last two numerals of which have not been completed. The lin­ 
tel was, in all probability, removed from the original section and re- 
mortared into the doorway after the south wing was removed circa 1922. 
The south^wing, according to the owner was that portion of the house 
which served~as a tavern and toll house. It faced a small toll road which 
later became U.S. 40 or the the Mt. Vernon Canyon Road. A photograph of 
the house taken prior to 1922 shows the wing as it existed. The eact date 
of the south wing's construction is not known.

The plan arrangement of the Mt. Vernon House is that of a cross with its 
arms lying in the direction of the cardinal points of the compass. This 
effect was heightened before the removal of the south wing. Today, a 
covered porch with stone columns stands in its stead. All stone work 
appears to match closely that of the older sections of the house.
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In addition to being the first Colorado structure to 
be entered in the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS 
no. COLO-1), the Steele House has a distinctive historical 
background. The house was built by George (pete) Morrison, 
after whomj^ Morrison, Colorado is named. The first record 
of the house is September 19, 1867; however, the house may 
have been built earlier, as the stone lintel about the door 
is carved with the date 1860.

Robert w_. Steele occupied the house during the period 
he was el(ected."governor", by the, local citizenry. In this 
capacity, he presided over the governing body which met in 
his house.. -, From ithis provisional government of Jefferson 
Territory emerged the"Territory of Colorado. Steele's term 
oiTufTice lasted from October 1859..until June 1861, when 
Governor Gilpin, President Lincoln's appointee, took office 
as Territorial Governor.

The Steele house sejryed as a stage station, saloon, 
general store, and post office during its long life. It 
was also a Wells Fargo Express office at one time.

In 1870,A the house and property were bought by William 
Matthews and.remained in the family's possession ever since. 
Today, Mrs. Dorothy Matthews Baugher owns the hotise ;an*Klives 
in an ajoining house.
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Significance (continued)

The Robert W. Steele House (common name) is one of two houses 
which remain as sole survivors of the town of Mt. Yernon, a 
once bustling settlement. Robert W. Steele served as Governor 
of extralegal Jefferson Territory (1859-1860) which preceded 
the legally established territorial government of Colorado 
Territory (1860-1876). This house is important to the 
political history of Colorado since it was from it that 
Steele conducted much of Jefferson Territory's gubernatorial 
business.
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COMMON: Mt, Vernontiouse
AND/OR HisTORic:H0bert W. Steele House
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at junction of 1-70, State 26 & Mt. Vernon Canyon
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1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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