


SITING AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

Located directly behind the Courthouse, the county jail is 48 feet
long by 37 feet wide. Attached to the northeast section of the house is
a brick building, built in the 1920's as a replacement for the old jail.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Open Space [ ] Woodland [ ] Scattered Buildings [ ]
Suburban [ ] Urban [ ] Residential [ ] Agricultural [ ] Industrial [ ]
Downtown Commercial [ ] Highway Commercial [ ] Other [X]Government buildings

The building is located in a courtyard behind the Courthouse. The
north (rear) facade faces Sheriff Street with a parking lot located
across the street.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Along with the Courthouse, the Ocean County Jail visually reflects
the early development of the county government. From 1851 to 1926 this
building served as both the jail house and sheriffs residence. While
the sherrif was in constant proximity to his prisoners, this arrange-
ment did not prevent escapes. According to an 1869 state report, sev-
eral criminals made their escape from the jail via the sheriffs residence,
"two by loosening the stones in the wall under the window in the night.
Another took up a flag stone near the wall, under which he dug his way
out with a wash basin.”

The report also reveals that between 1852 and 1868 the annual aver-
age number of prisoners incarcerated was twelve. Cost to the county
averaged around $1,000.00 yearly.

Prisoners performed no labor but were furnished with books to read.
The sheriff was required to feed prisoners from his own table but was
paid fifty cents per meal by the county for this service. 1In 1926 a
new jail was built adjacent to the old structure.

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent [ ] Good [x] Fair [ ] Poor [ ]

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [ X Possible [ ] No [ ] As part of district [ |
THREATS TO STRUCTURE: Roads [ ] Development [X Zoning [ ] Deterioration | ]
No Threat [ ] Other [ ]

COMMENTS: ’

Threatened by demolition if new jail facilities are expanded on
this site. E

REFERENCES :

New Jersey Courier, (Toms River), March 17, 1869

Ocean County Courthouse, Minute Book I Board of Chosen Freeholders,
Toms River, N.J.
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Ocean County Jail 3-2982-1002
Section 7: Description

The Ocean County jail house and sheriff's residence was constructed in 1851.
The building is connected to a two story brick jail (1926) by way of a one story
enclosed entranceway located at the rear east elevation of the old jail. This
entranceway leads into the old jail and to a one story storage area built in the
1950's. Since these additions are located at the back of the old jail house and
conform in building materials, their impact is minimal. The larger 1926 jail is
slated for demolition as a new $22 million dollar jail and judicial complex is
being built on the north side of Sheriff Street. The new complex will be linked
to the present judicial building by a glass enclosed walkway (see enclosed render-
ings). The old jail house will stand unattached in the courtyard and continue to
be used as county offices. Similar to the courthouse, only the old jail house is
submitted for National Register designation.

Section 8: Significance

As the oldest surviving jail in Ocean County constructed a year after the
county was created, this building is a well preserved example of a mid 19th cen-
tury rural penal institution. While older county jails exist in a number of New
Jersey communities, none has been found that combines both a sheriff's residence

~_and jail cells in one building. For 75 years this building served this dual func-
tion. In stark contrast to the new multi-million dollar jail being constructed
nearby, the old jail reflects a period when the county was rural in character and
jts criminal justice needs could be served by this simple building.
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