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1. Name of Property
historic name National Union Building
other names/site number NA

2. Location

street & number 918 F Street, N.W, [ not for publication na
city, town Washington, D.C. L vicinity NA
state  District of code pC county NA code 001 zip code 20004-1406
Columbia
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x] private [x] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[] public-local [ district 1 Q buildings
[:I public-State D site 0 0 sites
[ ] public-Federal [ 1structure Q 0 structures
l:] object 0 0 objects
0 0 Total
Name of related muitiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
NA listed in the National Register Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination E] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinjon, the ﬁrop rty eets l:]does; not meet the National Register criteria. [1see continuatio shegt.
Gvol ¥ 7 ey P i $13/F0
Signature of certifying offitial Stdte Histokic Preservation Officer Date/ '

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [:] meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification ~
I, hefeby, certify that this property is:
I—Zfefntered in the National Register. M
[ see continuation sheet. ] g) dM/VJ 7/-’-/ / Y0
Ddetermined eligible for the National 7
Register. [_]see continuation sheet.

[:l determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_lremoved from the National Register.
[:Iother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
COMMERCE/Business
COMMERCE/Professional

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
_COMMERCE/Business
_COMMERCE/Professional - =~

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORTAN/Richardsoni

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Concrete

walls Brownstone
Brick

roof Slate

other Terra Cotta

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS

k& ] See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationalty [x]statewide [ Jiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ A [x 1B [x]lC []D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc []o [Je [JF [JG ya

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture 1890-1905 1890

Community Planning and Development

Cultural Affiliation

NA
Significant Person Architect/Builder
Brown, Glenn Brown, Glenn

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS

E] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS

@ See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS): NA

Dprelim.iynary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:. xA
has been requested ik 1 state historic preservation office
[:I previously listed in the National Register [_]Other State agency
lzlpreviously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
[:ldesignated a National Historic Landmark [ ]Local government
l:]recorded by Historic American Buildings [ Juniversity
Survey # []other
[:]recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property _Less than one.

UTM References

Aluisl |31214l4,1,0] [4,3l0:7/0,8,0] =Y T I T A IR N I SO B
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clo Ll e v b by gy o1 I N (S T IR ) VI B

[ ]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Lots 30 and 31, Square 377, Washington, D.C. Plat Maps.

[ see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city lots historically associated with
the property.

[]see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitie William Bushong
organization __NA date _9/30/88
street & numbe6_Browns Court, S.E. telephone _546-2453 ayes Code 202

city or town Washington, state _D-C. zip code 20003
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RMAry

The Hational Unicn Euilding at 918 F Street, W iz a narrow siz-story
teel fratne, brownstons, and brick office building measuring 27 feel wide by
i 4 leel long. Built in the Romansesque Revival styls in 1890, the structurs
5 an imposing rockiaced brow *nst.-::‘ﬂ»::—: commercial bullding cappsd by oa
tnolded hvd ty P“ zlate :muI e alley facade {5 nofable for its five-stor

origls, which were added to ot n*"dé atnple light in the original office spaces.
The exterior r._.zz fiw bl mw is relatively unaltered with the exception of the

nn

vl
<y

installation of a Z0th century projecting storefront on the ground level The
inferior floor plan and finishes of the boilding are alse largely intact and,
remarkably, the original manvally operated 15490 f..apf..—?n«r aged A B See

slevator continnes to service the building

Lonsfruction materials

918 F Street, NUW. was buill according to the test rwyz«n 0
onstruction practices of the perio i, The tuilding's structural frams {8 stes 1
smd iron <lad with terra cotta, ~¢1 Qors, partitions, and stairs are also em

iron, terta cotta, of brick. The stairway and elevator are located at the center
of the tuilding, encased from esllar to the roof by 14-inc

prificipal exterior facade is constructed of warm colored brow n-,t L «mi this
remaining walls are red brick. The roof's structural system was also
fireprool. Projecting I-bars were anchored into *:h.— rame at an obtuse angle
o support metal rafters and the west party wall was built up to create s
long triangnlar roof superstructurs of brick and steel Iron laths wers
riveted on the rafters to carry the slate shingles, which 'were attached to the
roof structure by wires. A pyramidal roof section waz added to the F Street

‘:'1"1‘:" of the t'ﬂlﬂ'_iln“ "‘Il‘i j—h,r, glf'ip dll-’-’*f ot 1.’.& S wWere c___;_t}::.}:;.e_;-::_i 1_::3‘}‘ _;_1‘;;.}::::34_
dormsrs, thns x’twe’rmu a molded silhoustts in m~ rocflifns.
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Exteriot Appearance

The F Street facade of the National Unien Building is coursed
prownstone accented by infricate foliated carvings and polychromatic stone
mands,  Its architect, Glenn Brown, ’fi.«uailv divided the primatry Ia-min 5
design into three distinct zones. The first of these div risions, incorporating the
first and second floors, 15 3 quh faced pilastered arcade with foliated . .,dr'itdl.;
and volssolrs with decorative carved archivolts. A deep recessed doubls door
efitty and large plats glass -hn* *T**izpirm’nru & Iil*m% the ground level arched
openings. §'.:1:,'n:.hrx...lnza.t1¢ stons panels [aid in a floral petal pattern divide the
first and zecond floors. Recessed within the round arches of the arcade ofi
the second level are two largs semmi-ciroular witidows

The second design zone on the main [acads iz defined by two sefs of
compound columns with foliated capitals tl L suppott a smoo th brownstone
itieze set within decorative bands of floral carvd ngs O the stooth surface

ﬂ'i*"“ capital letters of the building's natme, NATIONAL UNION BUTLDING, ars
sed in brownstons, The fensstration for the A..Lnrs:i and fourth floors bosw
r...ﬂ_l.t.*vxx ard and are delineated by polished columng with foliated capitals

resting ofi a rock faced coursed Lrownstone spandrel.
The upper desi g__n zone of the building, like the first two floors, is
dotniniated by the rugged ap pwa ance of the rock Taced coursed t'rf"z*ffnt.:«ﬂfs
::

Tie fifth ﬂrm fenectration iz rectangular, deep-recessed, and ribhon-like in
elTect. The round arched windows nn the fi;:t.h oot are lanked by columns
with foliated capitals and rock faced voissoirs. Abowve the windows is a rock
faced coursed spandrel surmounted by an arcaded attic story finished with
slabaorate naturalistic carvings. &ll of the fensstration of the primary facade

have single glass plate panss withoul mesting rails.

are flat common bond brick
v facade Drown utlilized this
2 fl'v'mif Iive projecting otisls
_1;::;*?1; .n'_; or n"w‘i.s 11\;*1a=3

Tl
i"l

A Tu 1*' IHH ax 1*7-11’1 ﬂ:
d@ ..1 flm NArTOw ’cauﬂdmn Th

e

fhl& U.ne*‘vhhnn If' ade hn-:. I«._.u..}-; ld.‘i.~'-'5"-:1 ?,__-z n...t'...-ne: ,.u.l.“‘ 111’:.1 Imte':l:; ’i-%.-"lth
simple one-over-ofe sash.



NPS Form 10-600-a OMB Apgrovel No. 1024-0018
(a00)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Contlnuatlon Sheet National Union Building
Washington, D.C.

Section number __7 ___ Page _3

The rear 311>:§f f;:w":fﬁ'ifb h-'v: =1::
witdows--three 10 ear
rectangular desp s { T8
'I‘r first floor z‘ei estmhm has rough cut hx natons lintels and sills. All of
windows have ofig-over-ons 1tilized the gradual slope of
te Lo pia. 2 additional windows in *hv ] 5—%1%1‘15? ol v alley facads

b A service enfry ont the rear of the building  Originally the basement

ko lintels

e

¥
a segmental relisving arch, but tods

orts the weight of the opening and the arch has been bricked in.

: leading i:- 1 ,unidu pw,-;e
Union Fire [nsurance onpany oflices fJ the center of €
where W TOUnG e '..si.w.ming_fz- Hmemr g the stalro
section. Each floor “*xr'afﬁrw .»mir it tru: rear of

twahil nr‘l fhe z:tan‘
j

u‘)

fl:
! ime Ed.'.‘h ,.1 h»« nfrwz 11 .
sh .:re.iufhxsﬂu'x;';:z anking the ce

widfh of the build ig, V
smaller office -’{m- 25 Completed the mirror-lks
with connecting doorways. This design schems
suite or separate staller units.

).

llJ

-

ahorate architectural inferior of G128 F Sirest was the offics
Union Fire Insurance Comps
srifrance of the boilding, ine miai
-..:-’::i and maolded” oak mHnTH* 5
= bty refnoved, the original
it This plaster design 13
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office space was custom designed by Brown, The enriched foliated rinceau
plastsrwiork is 'ez‘mrﬂs ent of Chicago architect Louds Sullivan's fatmous
organic decorative tifs, but nndoubtedly Erown's influence was Henrv
Hobson F:i-::hardsonl

The remainder of the inferior design of the MNational Union Building
was simple in comparison to the expressive Richardsonian decor of the fire
insurance company. The corrder floors were Iinished in whife tls tﬂm a
green and ochre border. The woodwork throughout the building emplove
simple bull's eve molding for its door and window surrounds and rafsed
panel doors. The walls have plain finishes and Aid not use the mtricate
raised plasterwork of the first {loor. The most decorative interior slement,
with the exception of the principal office suite, was the delicate wrought iron
caze designed to house the manually cperated A B See elevator

Intecrity Acsecsment

Exferiof

The only appreciable alteration to the exterior of the building was ths
addition of Cobb's Shoestore storefront and the recent aluminumm and glass
infiil of t11- m &5 sw-i ent.r:a.nf'@ i) %he 'E'tI'F'-'""-‘T 1-=w=? 114i~ Thv bt ick .md ,2;1 5
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and iz capped **a -t rwnum‘ signage. Furfun tfxuiv f he uxnnul plers ht & nuf
been damaged and this treatment would be reversible. The recessed enlry
has been infilled with a modern bronze ancdized aluminum and glass, bat
the new door does not serfously diminish the overall integrity of the F reet
facade. There are no other major discernible alterations fo the sxerior with
the exception of the steel structural bracing of the basement delivery bay at
the rear of the building. ' '
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inferior

The overall interior infegrity of the National Union Building iz
sxceptional. The original fleor plan and decorative finishes are intact larzely
becanse the fireprool construction emploved standard 1&-inch thick walls
throughout the building. The difficulty of removing these walls has
preserved the original office arrangement on many of the floors, Although
Lartifions have been used on several floots o creafe modern office fzsuit.é’::;.
thiz infill could easily be removed and the orizinal plan restored It
addition, original door and window surrounds are intact throughout the
building.  Even the original steam heating radiators and | 11»1:11: mantels
retmaifi in many of the office rooms in the building.  The highlight of the
interior is the operative wrought iron caged slevator and iron staircaze
which appear as they did almost one hundred vears age Together with the
floor plan and interior fifishes, the overall design intecrity of the National
Union Building iz cufstanding and vividly recalls the commetcial lfe of
downtown Washington in the late ninseteenth century,
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NOTEZ--ZECTICN 7

VB rorir torme = mednd it
Brown was a bulfdﬁfiv architect who pt

. ) oduced his best work I[rom
the study of precedent. As lsader of the American Institufe of ms:,mf,.ec..t..a
local chapter, Brown ettﬂﬁifhwi ate atrchitectural mmr}f shortly after the

organizaficon’s formafion in 1837 and encours don research. In
addition to subscr iptions to all the major archits .h_,ra.l i ‘«thwi« the chapter
must have obtained the seminal work of Maris Griswaold Van Rensselaer,
Henry Hobson Fichardson and His Work (1887] ;,n-m Brown reversd
E'?‘i':::h:-:‘*"‘1-:.1‘ 41 during his early <ar see Willlam Bushe leniny Brovwn, the
can [nstitute of Architects and the Tu*-'w‘unumsf 1 the Civic Cor

‘i
15 _T

.;D::sn.x Lo (Fhd 11:*:91#1:1@ Georze Washington University, [988)

h 1}’\1‘1-?
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SIMTUAry

The HNational Union Building iz a coniributing property in the
Downtown Historic District (R DOE /Oreier !"!t"ief‘f.i-::'n, Ootober ln 19864} and
i3 individually eligible under Critetia B and © of the National Register of

is..ric Flaces criteria for evaluation for its st GNE assodlations with the
caresr of noted W 5h1nr ton architect Glenn Brown and for its local
architectural significance asz an outstanding ezample of the commetcial
Rotnanesgque Revival sty 1» The tuilding honsed Brown's architectural office
from 1590 to 1905, a period in which the architect's influence on the
planning of Waszhington's civic core was formidable. It is the only exmtant
fzurve-rfv inn W -:uhmgt- 1 that directly repressfits his career achievements as
atr ars ...hztv..n:.‘ civic activi st, profe :1»;'1141”1"* ANITET, mr‘i historian. The t«niir‘lirp:f
15 also highly tpywwntat. ve of the n~r* of the Eonanssque Reviva
movement in Washington and represents one ? the oity's moct ..'1'5,:111,...-‘.1
sEamples of commercial "Richardsonian Romansesque” design

Glenn Browr (18454- 10522

rlenft Brow was onie of the most farnons and respes Washington
archiitects of his generation. Eighty vears ago his name was SYNCNVIIoNS with
the architectural profession in the Umha-l olates. Architects, editors of
architectural journals and popular magazines, civic leaders, and politicians
zought his counsel and respected his opinion as the wvoice of the American
Institute of Architects (A14) Today, scholars recognize Brown's influsnce as
I secrefary Irofm 1899 o 1913 and refer to his writings 3; authoritative
curces on a diverse range of topics, including the planning of Washington, the
m tory of government architecture, and the r.:ie’-,feirf:pznént of th»:e architectural
don. Brown's aufobicgraphy, Memories: & Winning Crusade to Revive
eorge Washington's Vision of 3 ‘-3{1?}31 City (193 i"i 15 an impottant source for
its ohservations of conternporary architects and political figures and for its
accounts of historical —-V:—th that shaped the monumental core of Washington.
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TY:

Born in Virginda in 1854 and raised ot 3 Morth Caroling planfafion,
Brown took great pride in his seuthern heritage Hiz grandfather, Bedford
Brown, had a long and distinguished caresr in politics and served as UL
settator fromn Morth Carolina from 1828 o 1841 Glenn Brown received a
traditional classical education at Washington and Lee University and obfained
his formal architectural training at the Massachusetts Institute of Techne logy.

After completing his studies at MIT, Brown was emploved by Mot cross
stﬁiﬁef 5, masterbuilders of Henry Hobson Richardson's designs.  Brown's
position with Naotceross was paymaster and draffsman for the Cheney Building
in Hartford, Connecticut. Soofi after completion of the building in 1477, he
returned home o Alexandria to work as a draftsman and *;t.!'lEtILh,tiim
supetvisor for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. In 1830, the young architect
opetied an architectural office in Washington and cnmt-qne-nﬂv began a
diverse fifty-year career in the capital as an architect, author, civic ac tivist,
and professional organizer

Brown }:-rm:fifﬁc'i as an architect in Washington from 1850 o 1921
While the architects records and drawings have beenn destroyed, cifations
from contempaorary pemu:hx,al: that hawve ‘mm verified by bnﬂdmﬂ permits
docurnent over seventy-five comrissions for his firm i Washington alone.
structures in Virginia and North Carolina have alse beesn identified. The
majority of the fils lings discovered date from the 18805 and 13005 After
1900 only a handiul of commissions have been discovered. In addition, very
little iz known about the fitm of Glenn and Bedford Brown IV which practiced
between 1907 and 1921 Of the seventy-five commissions in the District only
[ourteen buildings are known to be extant and refain sufficient mm-mv %]
represent lenn Brown's architectural career in the city (see Appendix A1

Throvghout his caresr Glenn Brown exhibited an ability fo design
buildings in the prevailing architectural fashions of the day. He soon
established hitnself as a leading proponent of modern domestic architecture in
the sarly 1880¢, offering his clients wotrkmanlike Richardsonian designs and
advanced plumbing systems. The best known exfant werks of Brown's early
rarest are the Simpson House (1886) fronting L» wwan Circle, and the National
Union Insurance Building (144907 located at 918 F Srest, W,
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Brown's historical study of Ametican architecture, published betwesn
and 1597 in mumerous articles in the American architect and Building
Hews influenced his personal choics of restrained Georgian and Federal
cistn in the domestic architecture of his clisnts, For example, i 1843 he
designed as "old Hew Enzland stvle” residencs I‘«“-«r F. A Ames {(now
detn dished). By the end of the decads all of his work ew 'lvui toan austers
classicism well-represented by such buildings a5 a lnw Neo-Georgian house
for Mrs Joseph Beals, 2012 I{d:::mi husetts Avenue, HW. Brown's conversion
to classicistn became increasingly evident in his work after his wisit to the
World's Columbdan Exposition in Chicago in 1894, which made a profound
imprassion on his thinking concerning «ivic art in Washington Howewer,
Richardson's legacy remained a potent influence, as

catt be zeon in several of

hiz extant comnmercial and public buildings, such as the Washington S Seheol
{ 1’4411’1’! at 15th and Rosedale, NE and a warehouse building {1904) at 715-719
D Street, WW.  Moreover, Brown's rustic desizns for park structures and

.;un-iu 125 at the National Zoological Park (all demolished) powsrfully echosd
the rural imagery «of FRichardson's rustic architecture, particnlarly his
collaborative work with Frederick Law Olmsted.

By the early twentieth century Brown designed almost exclusively in a
assical idiom. Again direct experisnce with the work of an Atnerican mastet

architect helped shape his design approach.  In 1901-1902 Brown aided
Charles F. McKim as —npwunfeuai@n* [or the McKim, Mead and While
renovation of the White House. This opportunity to obssrve the New Tork

architect af work and to act ag his historical consultant and adviser on the
profect engenderad respect and admiration of McEim's design skill and artistic

fazte. For example, a pair of houses designed for James DL MoGuire in 1901-
1907 on 16th Street, NW. and a 1905 dwelling for [14**14 Moore on California
nv~nue11a.Igiannni~Liﬁwdlwwpqdn “haracter highly reminiscent of the
MeEim, Mead and White commissions in the Back Bay arsa of Boston,
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In 1907 Bedford Brown E’-.‘ joined his L-jm&; in hiz practice. Their first
knowm collaborative efIofrt was & hatdsome classical palatial house for Brs
luseph Beale on Sheridan Circle rhjf foday serves as ti 18 ﬂ"pmn embassy.

Another itnportant cotnmission that represents the best work of the firm of
Brown and Brown was the Dumbarton E>Iid;§f_+ oty ;*st.I e‘-f (1913-1915)
Popularly known as Buffale Bridge becavse of itz {our impressive buffalos,
sculpted by AL Phimister Proctor, this commissic

praize and national recognition for its design eucellence In 1921 Brown
dizzolved the parthership “with his son to become an architectural adviser to
the 135 Marine Corps and spent the remainder of in~ active carest developing
plans for the (uantico Marme Base in Virginia These schemes were not
impletetited because of the lack of construction funds

n_~|

Glent Browm achieved national fame as an author with the publication
of his two volume study, History of the I.uutk.ez, tates ¢ Capitel, in 1200 and
1903 The two-volume study established the Ti’n shington architect as a
national expert ofi the history of government architecture and the plannsed
origing of the capifal, Brown's assessment of LEnfant's intent {of the capital in
the first wolume of thiz book impressed the Senate Fark Commission and
;-vmmzmm to ’rh»= I'f-‘”i"’ctl of ﬂw Frenv::h -fa.nﬂ'irsz‘f‘ i?f'ii r‘i’r" flafciﬁ'n in ma

J

[ fhw iy 1{5' WAS S0 11‘" "‘I“k hmwntﬂ"? atd 1e.~.d o Bre
honotaty metnber of the British, French Italian and Er‘l"l‘ili arat 1’f~x ’mz al
societies. In 1915 he ;rm*ui:@fzi a historic structurss report for the Ala, The
2otagon, which becames a :Ias cowork of its genre. In addition to these major

wWorks, Brown wrote over a I'lUIlIiI'-"i articles Iof professional journals snd
popular magazines. Thw topics of these articles ranged from sanifary
engineering, city planning :mri architectural history to professional P’rhu” fees,
and standards {or practice. Brown alse edited and cotapiled the Proc .
the AIA for 15 vears, and prodoced a number of -"ﬂItS’mei'hI’ﬁ-‘ mrz» :-1
mencgraphs from ¢ nn"énﬁa 1 papers. The most zmy sttant of these works was
bz *PF-'I< Relating to the Improvement of the City of Washington }'Ut 5 hvd ifn
100, 3 o 'm}'*ﬂfmr nof planning peapers for Thtr: cenfral core of Washington that
cofil: unm* as John Reps has observed, the "seeds f fdeas later 1o taks oot {n
the minds of the official Senate Park Comtission "
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Ag a civic activist Brown epitomized the crusader's zeal and energy that
Fresident Theodore Eoosevelt infused into the cultural tife of Washington at
the turn of the century. Brown orchestrated the important AlA campaizns
between 1900 and 1913 that advanced the City Beautiful tuovernent in the
capital. During his fifteen years as ALA secrefary, Brown becarne a frusted
fine arts counselor o Presidents Theodors Roosevelt and Willlamm Ho Taft
During this peticd he alzo engineered AlA sponscrship of the Senate Fark
Comtnission in 1901 and directed the lobbying campaign that led to the
enactment of legislation establishing the U S Comntnission of Fine Arts in 1910,

Glenn Brown's rols in the &l4& campaizns that secured sifes for the
Agriculture Building in 1904, the Grant Memorial in 1907, and the Lincoln
Mermorial in 191 3 has received attention in planning histories of Washington,
mx’xzf notably, John Reps's Monumental Wa ﬁhmgtun anid Frederick Guthsim's
Worthy of the Wation. His commitment to the organizaticnal development of
rh American architectural profession was also noteworthy. Brown was
insfrumental in the founding of the Washington Chapter of the AIS in 1387
and guided that organization's professional activities for neatrly three
decades. Brown's mest significant contributions fo the national organization
of the ;1I‘¢111txft..t.!_1.1 al profession included establishing the AIA national
headguarters in Washington, creating a national ALA archives and library,
tounding the first journal of the Instituts; and g‘raatl" increasing the
membership of the organization. During his tenure as secretary, his prolific

writing widely disseminated AI& ethice and zt;and:zrdc for profeszional

praciice, architectural comnpetitions, and educational requiretnents f he
qualified architect to both a professional and lay audience.  Brown o
sffectively promoted the hI“ and its causes that bty 19173 the InStltlltE
snjoyed an organizational status analagous to the American Bar Association
of Amnerican Medical Association.

T
)

In 1925 Erown retired in Washington and resided for the remainder
of his life at his Corcoran Courts : part:mvnt preparing his autobiography,
Metnories. His health detetiorated and prompted frequent antomaobile trips
to the Virginia shotre of mountans to restore his condition. He becams
aravely il in 1931 and while on vacation at Gid Podnt Comfort in Virginia
succumbed o a long battle with respiratory disease and died in Buxton
Hospdtal in Hewpott Hews on April 22, 1932, He was buried at Rock Cresk
Catnetery in Washington, D
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913 F Street W,

The address of 418 F Street, W, remains the most important
property in Washington associated with the career of Glenn Brown. The
building was the architect’s office between 1590 and 1905, Brown's most
prolific period as an anthor and the height of his caresr as a professional
orgatiizet and city planning activist. Brown's other office addresses included
H0OT Louisiana Avenue, NW. (1880-1889), 4006 1Tth Street, NW. (1905-
19200, and 1502 H Street, W, (1921-1926). All of these office buildings
have been detmolished. Brown's District residenices between 1880 and 1932,
all located in the northwest sector of the city, alse have either been
detnolished, altered to the extent that they no longer retain historic integrity,
of the petiod of association was too brisf fo impart significance. (see
Appendiz B).

Brown's office in the National Union Building was the hub of his
profeszicnal activities in the 15905 In this decade Browtl's support of an
intensive obbying campaign, led by Chicago architect Daniel Burnharm,
helped the ALA& gain implementation of the 1893 Tarsney Act. This statute
gave the Secretary of the Treasury the discretionary power to award private
architects with comnissions for major government buildings. Brown then
intensifisad his political activities on behall of the architectural profession
and in 1595 mastertinded the organization of a naficnal fine arts lobby
called the Public Art League. This organization was formed for the sole
purpose of advocating legislation that would establish an expett commission
of architect and artists to advise the fedetral govarnment with (15 selection of
works of architecturs, art, and sculpture. The legislation was introduced in
the Senate by Francis G Newlands of Nevada in 1897 but died in comtnities.
Tel this national initiative esfablished Brown as a prominent advecate of the
architectural profession and led to his slection as AIA secrsiary. Once
installed a5 a national AIA officer, Brown began his energetic crusade to
revive Piefre Charles L'Enfant's 1791 plan for Washington for which he is
test retnembetad today.
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Eetween 1590 and 1905 the rooms of Brown's :a.rnzzzmt.e- ural offics

the second floor of 14 F Street, NW . was the soene of many meetings uh.? g
wete significant to the planning histery of the capifal ETIC"':",’ﬁ I papers
indicate that hiz architectural office was an important stopover for archifects
atd artists profmoting nabional fine arts legisiation. Although minutes of
thesse fmeetings were not recorded, it can be inferred  from  his
cofréspondetice that Erown's office it this fifteen year period w vas a Velus
for meetings of local and national AIA lsaders and {ine arts activists. After
li 249 when the Ala obtained 2 lease I\::nf naticnal um-‘ip.:! rters in
ashington, Brown began 10 spend his mornings at his office and aflernoins

rhn” on AlA business at the Qofagon. Tr ;I‘ﬂ’:‘x Washingfon Chaplsr,
x*hx i occupied a room in the office suite of architect Fobert Stead at 906

(,n
o ma

n-v
=

lr!
[
ot

-+

Il

Street inc ﬂa?-i»«imheh»«h also mowved into the i *th_g it 18445, In the 1400
Brown roufinely utilized both his office and the chapter's roota fof
professional and civic improverment meetings The Cosmos Club, then located

oft Lafayette Squars, provided an appropriate atmosphers for luncheon zi
dinner mestings and [or enfertaining important guests visiting the aty. Altet
ara

224
o [or the architect

1900 the Octagon became the primary 1o

ln
profession’s activities in fthe oty and a “center for fine arts lebbying in
Washington, However, Brown's office on F Sreel remained an important
address because of the architect’s considerable professional influetice 4

‘Richardsonian Rotnanssgue” Architecture in Washington, D C

i * Afnerican
s the wid :p:rwui I'*’*"Wil o F‘um-tr eﬁ.nfp_ie sl... stemming
*h»m ‘fnf widd HI" admidred comrmissions [of Dosts ﬂ_ Trinity ’h“rx h (1aT2-

1AT70 '...hu..a.gl...- 5 Marshall Field Wholes (1885-18587), and
Richardson's design

Pittzburgh's Allecheny County Buildings (155214
inflnm‘p g affected every major American city between 1830 and [900-
washington architects and tuilders followed national design trends and z'm*v
stnbraced the revival of the REomanesque style by the mid- 1530 A
hoped that Richardson’s Romanesqus mode would at last provide the ¢ pz

with its "American style "™ The widespread popularity of the Romanssque in
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the city can be explained by several factors L.: ally a strong architectural
tradition of work in the round-arched fumddoeassid existed. During the
1860z and 18708 Adolf Cluss, with great 'Wivm had adapted the German
Romanesque to fumercus schools, matrkets, and other muficipal and
cotnmmercial tuildings. In addition, [ames G. Hﬂl 5 Auditor's Building Complex
(18700 at 14th and Independence Streets IW. was & conspicucus public
building which utilized the style's simple forms and repifiticous round
arches.’ However, Romanesque architecture remained just one of many
plcturssque Victorian styles built in Washington before Richardson's fow
demaclished Micholas L. “udﬂ son house (185 ;} focused the attention of the
city's architects and builders on his intetpretation of the style.

According to Glenn Brown the completion of the Anderson residefice
unnafexi a design transition in architectural fashion in Washington away
from the prev r_uhng Duestt Anne modes to the Komanssqus Fir*h’tr"1=:-:::n’:5
lohn Hay-Henry Adams (1834-15886) and Benjamin H Warder {1885-1388]
nouses continued and intensified thiz mowvement. Brown recalled in | 4'5*-
that "the archifectural profession was influenced in Washington, as in al
parts of the country, by Richardson's work, and Ior 2ight of fen vears we
have had what are called Romanssque bnﬂdmﬂz 3 fewr good, a large number
mediocre, and the majority very bad "®

The impact of Richardson's influence in Washington between 1580 and
1900 retnains in evidence. Alfhough sotne exemplary Punmn-:aquw Revival
tuildings from this peried have been lost, such as JO0 Cady's National
Fresbyterian Church (188%) and Nathan “e"’ti = Lemon Building {1591},
several itmportant cominercial and public buildings remain extant.? jatnes .
Hill's Atlantic Building (1887-1888) and Riggs Bank (1891) and Glenn
Brown's National Union Insurance Building (13900 located ofl the 900 block
of F oStreet fortn a highly significant archifectural enclave reflective of
Washington's best comtnercial Romanesque workl produded in this ;:t»:.er ] 10
The old Fost Office on Pennsvlvania Avenue designed by Willoughby [
Edbrooke, cotapleted in 1299, 15 also a conspiouous ocal remindetr of the
large scale Bomansesque Revival buildings erected by the federal governtnsnt
across the countty in this pericd. Aqu de from thess large pv%zli-'- and
cotntnetcial buildings, the flowering of the Homanesque Revival was most
svident in the great numbers of fine residences built in thiz style botweer
1840 and 190011
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Naticnal Union Building

The largest Richardson-inspired design Glenn Brown emscuted in
Washington was the 1890 National Union Building. The predominant
building material was "Hummelstown brownstons” quarried in Pennizvlvania,
and the structure today ranks as the city's most cutstanding exampls of the
commercial "Richardsonian” Remanesque Revival executed in brownstone.
Most notable are the polychromatic ornamental stonework and rubbled
textured surfaces similar to Richardson's intricate stonework at Boston's
Trinity Church (1a72-1477) and Austin Hall at Cambridee, Massachusetis
(1851-1884). Brown specially designed the foliated caps, bases, and
spandrel panels of the National Union Building. This special attention to the
ortiamentation of a building had been standard procedure in Richardsen's
office. Brown, who had prepared the shop drawings for the Chensy Building,
adopted this design approach in his own architectural practice. He also
utilized the zonal design composition employed by Richardson in his sarly
commercial buildings, such as the Hayden Building in Boston and the Cheney
store and offices in Hartford 12

Brown carefully desizned the exterior of his buildings to complement
their sites. He arranged the National Undon Building's narrow F Street facade
info three strong two-story herizontal zonss with simple feniestration to
create an imposing comnmercial front. The remaining facades with the
#xceplion of the party wall were also thoughtfully executed. Brown strongly
believed that an architect should pay attention to the aesthetic character of
all parts of a building. In an 1907 article written for Chicage's Inland
hitect, Brown satirized architects who lavizhly designed storefronts and
commonly omitted attention to the overall appearance of commercial
buildings. He criticized this design oversight and cotnpared it to a senitlerman
attetiding a formal ball without a back in his tugedo 13

The cwner of the building was the National Union Insurance Company
which cceupied the first floor of the property and refited the remaining five
floors of office space. The president of this company at the time the building
was evected was Samuel H Bacon. Little is known about Bacon gHcept that
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! JECR 1474 (Tth
and Pennisvlvania Avenue, MW The I’Ijt; ohial ﬂmx il Fn~ insurance
Company (643 Lovisiana Avenue, N W, was founded in 1805 by his father
Samuel Bacon, Jr. (1510-1887) The elder Satmuel Bacon IHMIM to by an

Cearly Washington historian as one of the capital's “metrchant princes” had

cotntnissionsd Brown to design his Eomanssque Bevival houss at 1515 Ehode

Izlmn Avenue in 1884 Hiz zon must have knows of Glenn Brown's falent

and hired the architect to de 1{ 1 the new office building for the insurance

01 aanj-.?.i‘i The HMational ”mun Building began construction in February,
1890, and was completed sarly in 1891 at a cost of $65,000. Curiously, the

builder of the structure was nsithed recorded ot the building perimil nor

1 nm*ad ina nﬂ'\?‘:’irfir‘in about its construction in March, 1890 Howewer,

Washington contractors. A, | Fishert, Richardson and Bu =3 111'1 oo

Lottt are ﬂmﬂ’}’ '~.--:?.Iit.11\.1dtt:-' as the bl_‘ﬂf jer because ong of these confrag fm‘

firtns usually erected Brown's commercial work in this period 15

fie began his caresr in the family i:x-'l' olesals

L m:
e
[
o

]
———t
=

l“)

,n}'ued the first flocr of
upper floors to Htwn,

e IIzt tial Unicn Fire Insurancse Cotn
=L until the mid- IHU and

vs, real vt,t-.-.t.ef agents, jewelsrs, E‘%}'..-rtur:lt::, T
store uwtilizes the old insurancs comp S Spac 1 the W‘;wz ii= TS
fémﬁir’ m s fm-‘l are 1%%‘1 to 3 m.ri: ::e' rofessional firms, including

pace and

shioe
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NOTES--ZECTION &

a1l biographical information in the following eszay was drawn (rom
Bushong, "Glenn Brown, the American Institute of Architects, and ths
Developtnent of the Civic Core of Washingtotr, DL, see also Willlamn B
Eﬂ_lcaon‘ Robinsen, Judith; and Musller, Julie. & Centetinial History of the

Washington Chapter of the American Instifute of h! chitects (Washington:
The Washington Archifectural Feundation Fress, 19371

Flohn Reps, Monumental Washington: The Planning and L~ oprnent
of the Capital Center (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 19671 p 85

letn Brown's personal, office, and professional papers are located a
the AlA “r-.,mves, Washington, Do C. Appointments and refersnces fo
meetings at 413 F Street are too numerous to list here. 5se Bushong, "Glenn
Brown, the American Institute of Archifscts, -az'n-'i the Development of the
Civic Core of Washington, DL, especially chapter 3, for discussion of Brovwn
activities in thiz pericd. Figures who visited Brow o included national Ala
presidents and board metnbers such as Williamm & Boring, Robert 50 Peabody,
atid Charles McEim and political aides such as Charles Moore, & cartcature of
the architect published in the Architect and Builder's Journal {Baltimmore) &
{December 1900} reflected the open character of Brown's office in this period.
The illustration depicted the architect busily drawing away at & draffing
bard. ”nr‘i-’arntﬁa'rh the board was a {ug of ink, evmt olic of his prolific

writing. The door of the office proudly ; annonnced Brown's s hatne, the address
of his office, md his professional title as architect. On the wall was a
diploma identifying Brown as AIA secretary. Ink dripped from the table and

a cigarette dangled Irotn the architect’s mouth. The scene well-captured
Brown's Irenefic work pace and his well ki Mw’h habit of chain smoking
cigarettes. In addition, the cartoon depicted 3 wide open office door,
sytnbolizing the busy and public character of his office.

SFor an inferpretative overview of the umnpact of Richardson's
architectural caresr, see James F O'Gorman,_d. H. Bichardson: Architectural
Fortns for an American Society (Chicage and London: University of Chicago
Frezs, 1257 O'Gorman also provides a comprehensive "wnnn'»m- aily

a7

arranged tiblicgraphy of works on Bichardson published up to 1957
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"Fot a discussion of the influence of Richardson's architecture on the
design of both Washington's public and private tuildings and the perception
lecally that it would become the "American style,” see Appleton Pl (lark,
Hiztory of Architecture in "'v“ﬁhmgtnn }'P S00-502. In John C Proctor, ed.
Washington Past and Present: & History. 5 vols. {1 (New Tork: Lewis Publishing
Company 7, 19300 )

TFor information on Cluss, see Tanya Edwards Beauchamp, “Adolf

Cluss: An Architect in .ﬁ.fdsmngmn during the Civil War and Recc-ns-:trur*tir:»n:“

Records of the Columbda Historical Society, (1971-1972) pp. 228-358; and

for material on Hill's career, see Margaret G Davis, “James 5. Hnl. Yictotian
aArchitect, Washington, D ©." (M & Thesis, University of Virginia, 198 1)

pg

Sirlenitt Brown, "The Domestic Architecture of W ashington,” Engineering
HNews 7{ June IES‘_H _), p.o447.

‘—l:"‘-- = PPN AR T o st oo T g H H i
s Ir_ itries Foode, Capital Losses (Washington: Staithsonian Institution

%For a description and evaluation of these buildings, see Tanys
Edwards Beauchamp, “Downtown Historic District,” MNational Register

f..n
Nompination, June 25, 1943, (0n File National Eegister of Hizstoric Places
Washington, I C.1.

UBrown, The Domestic Architecture of W ashington,” pp. 453-455
Brown did not mince words in evaluating the desion of ‘what he n::f::'rf:siﬁ;:ie:-:r-?e_-::i
poor Romanssque design. In the article he noted: "The abominations in the
way of ill- rxnpuzhﬂtwi structures with crude and meaningless details are
}»:enz'.sn the designer usnally contenting himself with several semi-circular
arches, and grotesque carvings, as sufficent warrant for the title
Romansesques "
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liPeference to Brown's customized design of the Mational Union
Building's decorative stonework 15 made in 3 contemporary description of
fh-& F*I‘f‘"‘ﬂ‘*"ch building, see "Mational Union Building” Evening Star
{Washington), March & 1890, For discussion and iilu':fr.m-..ma of Richardson's

zotial design schetne {or Havden and Cheney Buildings, see Jefirev Ochsne
H. H. Richardson: Complete Architectural Works (Cambridgs: Massact u.:—:zt.:
Institute of Technology Press, 1953), pp. 150-154

UiGlenn Brown, "Architecture and Dress RBeform,” Inland Architect and
Hews Record S0 (August 19071 o 17

14"The Rambler,” Sunday Star (% fachington), March 14, 1917

1 lL B‘H""h| lnl"f {'}Iﬁnrl EI.'A"\““I] f”ll:' f‘:‘i:{n,ﬁrlpjll Izlﬁrlf-wrp {"I .“.I" 111{-’_” f-
atvd the DM. elopment of the Civic Core of Washington, DO, pp. 295-301.
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APPENDIY A

LIST OF EXTANT BUILDINGS DESIGNED BY GLENN BEROWN WITH ARCHITECTURAL
INTEGRITY LOCATED IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMEBLA.

TP Simpson house (1333), 1224 Vermont Avenue, NW.
{Logan Circle Historic DI"tﬂi t)

TF. Simpson house (1886), 1301 Rhode Island Avenue, NW.
{Logan Circle Historic District).
fI-JdSE. use t.: %"enue Hiutut ic D1 tmt‘t

National Union Insurance Building ( 1390), 918 F Street, N W,
{Downtown Historic District),

iHlenwood Cemetery chapel {1892), off Lincoln Avenue, NE.
{Designation pending).

W H. Finckel house (1893), 1625 S Strest, NW.
(Mo action anticipated).

E. Donaldzon Wilcox house (1695), 1760 Corcoran Street, HW.
{No action anticipated).

Mrs. Joseph Beale house (1408), 2012 Massachusetts Avenus, NW.
{(Massachusetts Avenue qutm ic District).

Welbl dchool, 14th and Rosedals Streets, NE
(Evaluation Pending, D. . Schools Survey Project).

MoGuire houses {1901-1903), 1834-1836 16th Street, NW.
{16th Street Historic District)
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APPENDIX & CONTINUED

Hooper Estate Warehouse (1904), 715-719 D Street, N.W.
{(Pennsylvania Avenue Historic District)

David Moore house {1905), 2 149 California Avenue, N'W.
(Mo action anticipated].

Mre. Joseph Beale house, 2301 Massachusetfs Avetiue, NW.
iMassachusetts Avenue Historic District)

Dumbarton Bridge (1913-1915), ¢ Street, N'W.
(Individual Designation)



NPS Form 10-000-a OMB8 Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet National Union Building
Washington, D.C.

Section number __8  Page _16

AFPENDIN B
GLENM BROWHN, 15880-1932, LOCATION AND CONDITION OF OFFICES AND FESIDENCES IH
THE IJISTRIE.T OF COLUMEIS AND VIRGINIA

OFFICE RESIDENCE

1&660- 60T Lounisiana Avenue, N W. 1 1“.-1 17 & Fairfax street
1682 (Razed] alexandra, ¥a.
[Exttant in NHL District].

L1853 same 1728 10th ert N.W.
iEn....t.w..-nltsgz ed /Vinyl Siding]

1884-  Same 2 1% Fairfax Street
1aa0 Aleandria, vVa.

{[Extant in NHL District]

1Ag1- 918 F Street, HW. 20250 Street, HW
[aaz [Extant] [Extant-Altared ].

same 1227 1 Street, W

N
<u1-..'l

[Razed]

16496 Satre 1558 1 Street, NJW.
[Bazed],

Corcoran Street, MW

1897- satne 17149
[Extant/Retains Inteority]

1499

1300- SALE 2009 1 Strest, NW.

1905 [Fazed]

Continuad
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1905%- 406 17th Strest, NW. 1925 1 Strest, MW,

1920 [Razed]. [Razed].

192 1- 1502 H Street, NW. Same

1926 [Razed].

e EST N R g O ek '

1927 GOb 17th Street, NW. 401 2%rd Street, NW. #7705

1932 [Razed] [Razed]
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