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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Essex County Registry of Deeds, South District
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Federal Street
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Salem Mas sachus.€]-tts.

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historic Aseets of t he Commonweal th
DATE OF SURVEY 1974 . Federal State
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN: 3|I3

Rnstnn MaooaGhusctt a

(Type all entries . complete applicable sections). SEP 17 1974
1 NAME
C OMMON:
,-5'fad-Fowler House
AN D/ OR HI1STORI C:
same
STREET AND NUMBER:
166 Hi gh Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
-Danvers "TDanversport)E' 6th
STATE cCoDE COUNTY: CODE
Massachusetts 025 Essex 009
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
. District g] Building . Public Public Acquisition: A Occupied Yes:
. Site . Structure [X) Private (I In Process n Unoccupied Restricted
. Object . Both [ 1 Being Considered A Ppreservation work | | Unrestricted
in progresr No
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural r—~ Government . Park il Transportation I | Comments
1 | Commercial I | Industrial I | Private Residence n Other (Specify)
i | Educational [~1 Military I | Religious
n Enterta inment Museum i | Scientific
FT owner OF PROPERTY
_ OWN ER'S N AME:
The Society for the Preservation of New England “inticfuities
LUl STREET AND NUMBER:
m 141 Cambridge Street
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: " ODF
Boston : M assachusetts 025



\7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent Good . Fc \ | Deteriorated . Ruins [~1 Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
(3 Altered . Unaltered [-] Moved A Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ilknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The four-square brick Fow er House, built i n1810, i slocated on a Iht acre
ot bounding on theintersection of High Street and Route 35 i n Danversport.
The area i shigh-densityresidential and theintersection i sbusy. A truck-
stop cafeteria and 19th c. church areon corners adjacent totheFow er House
a house stands on t heopposite corner.

The southwest side of thelot, bounding on Route 35, i soutlined partially
by a wooden sgail fence, and partially by a black iron spail fence
directly i nfront of thehouse. No fence separates thel ot from High Street
on t hesoutheast, although a wooden split rail fence runs along thenorth-
east bound, and a wooden picket fence separates thel ot fromthe neighboring
house t ot henorthwest.

Sanuel Foyier,Jr. purchased hi s house i n1799, i nthepart of-Danvers then
known as New Mills. I n1810 he contractedwith Stephen Wipple and Levi
Preston t o have t hehouse built, measuring 44' long and 40'*wide. The ten
room house was t o be of brick and was t o have four outer doors. The hi p roof
was torise toa flat top, neasuring 10'xl4'. Many of t heroons were t o have
interior folding shutters with w ndow seats, or just w ndow seats. The
contract was dated Jan. 31,1810, and t he 13 nenber Fow er household novedi n
on Oct. 29 of t he sane year.

The Fowl er House today i snot significantly different fromthe specifications
in Wipple and Preston's contract. | t had remained i ntheposession of the
Fowler famly until 1912, when ownership was transferred t oWIIliam Sumer
Appl eton, founder of SPNEA At that time, Sarah Fow er noted that t hehouse
had "never been altered or changed, several of t heroons have original wall-
paper, handcarved fireplaces, wainscotting and other carvings." Sincethe
house has been i nSPNEA s ownership, necessary repairs have been nmade t o t he
house, a nodern hood over theliberty Street entrance has been renoved, and
the later additions of wooden sheds and outbuildings formng theell have
been altered inside and out, for use as overseer's quarters.

The southwest facade and t hetwo side elevations of thetwo story house al |

have five bays and regular fenestration of 6/6 w ndows, which have plain
surrounds. The entrances t othese elevations areall centrally placed and

have wooden door shutters. The facade entrance i sornanented with a 7-pane
fanlight and 4-pane sidelights; thesoutheast and northwest doors are ornanented
with 5-pane fanlights.
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(e an etrie) Ths Fow er House, Danver sport, adatilett s
7. Physical Description (Cont'd) -2-

There are four wndows onthe first story of each elevation, and
five on the second.

The shi nrql ed hiproof istruncated as specified i nthe 1810
contract! awdows walk i slocated onthetop. There are four
end chinneys; one each tothe south of center onthe southeast
and northwest roof planes, and tworegularlyplaced on the
northeast roof plane. The foundation i sgranite.

A smaller, two-story, two-bay brick ell, probably dating to the
nineteenth century,” i sattached t othe back, northeast elevation
of the house. It hasaflat roof, and end chimmey, and its

fenestration of
two-story additi
east - sout hwest r
s appended t ot
exterror of this

(6/6) and (3/6) wndows i s regular. Yet another
on, probably twentieth century, with a north-

i dge roof, "and irregularly placed (6/6? W ndows
he northeast elevation of thebrick ell. The
addition i s both clapboarded and shingl ed.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (check  One or More as Appropriate)
20th Centur

| | Pre-Columbian 1 Cl] 16th Century n  18th Century
15th Century + 17th Century ~1 19fth Century
SPECIFIC DATEIS) (Il Applicable and  Known) 1810
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal | 1 Education [X Political [ 1 Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric I | Engineering . Religion'Phi. Other (Specify)
Historic Industry losophy
Q Agriculture 1 1 Invention L] Science
" Architecture I | Landscape 13] Sculpture
Art Architecture Socio |./Human-
[ i Commerce 1 | Literature itarian
j 1 Communications n Military . Theater
II Conservation ( 1 Music I 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fowl er House i sarchitecturally significant since i thas remained sub-
stantially unaltered since itsconstruction i n1810, and i ti sa good exanple
of Country Federal period architecture. The house served as t he homesteadf or
Samuel Fowl er,Jr., an important commercial figure i nDanvers during the first
half of the 19thc. The civic involvements of Fowler and his children make
the property an important one i nlocal history and government.

Documentation relating totheconstruction of thehouse, including Fowl er's
ccontract with Stephen Whipple and Levi Preston, thebuilders, as well as Fow
ler's own accounts, areincluded i nthecollection of Fowl er's papers |ocated

at theEssex Institute. Original and unusual wall papers exist i nthe house
today, theprime exanple being t hehand-blocked "Ponpeian Medallion" design

Ln thefront hall. Hand carving worthy of note includes egg-and-dart mouldingg
crolls, reeding, finger fluking, and spiral carvings i nthefirst floor rooms

oone of theoriginal Fowler famly furnishings areon view at t he house today
X note arefamily portraits and needl ework exanples.

; banuel Fowl er Jr. (1776-1854) began hi scommercial ventures i n1799, i nthat
irea of Danversport then known as New Mills, with thepurchase of 1/36 oart

of twocornmills, an ol dsawmill,and a dam He added t ohis holdings so th”t
iy 1821, he applied for insurance on hi scurrier's shop, hisgrist mll, his
]3ark mi Il and house, hi slarge building for sawing marble, and his pulverizim\
mll. He was one of eight nen who financed theconstruction of the Liberty

bridge across Porter's River. Fowl er i salso credited with the introduction
of thetanning industry into this part of Danvers. Hi s account books and
papers at theEssex Institute are an important source of information onthe
Leather and mill businesses fromthelate 18thc. t oabout 1850.

i'owmer served as a private i nthe 1812 "alarmlist" at Danvers New Mills, wheji
o;he Frigate CONSTITUTION, driven into Marblehead by t heEnglish, was sighted
by residents of New Mills.

conted



9 MIAR B BLI GERAPH CAL REFERENCES

Col lection of Samuel Fowler,Jr.'s papers at theEssex Institute.
"Essex Institute Historical Collections",Vol.IXVIl, Jan.1931.
Stickney, The Fowl er Fam |y, Sal em 1883.

History of t he Town of Danvers,J. WHanson, Danvers, 1848.

Tapley, Harriet, Chronicles of Danvers,dd SalemVillage 1632-1923,
Danvers Historical Society,1923. ~

10. GEOGRAPHfCAL tJATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES L4TITUnE ANC LONGJ|-r jDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO'"ERTY DEFINING THti LtIN\TZR POINI OF A prcOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITU DE LONGI TUDE LATITU DE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes  Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NwW 42° 33 22 " 70 ) 55 ] 29 "
NE
SA
SE 713 ci
SwW
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; 'y
(LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE; CODE COUNTY ==V~ \ CODE m
m
STATE; cobE QGANTY:,/\Vv fs” MK CODE
. VA
STATE: CODE \ CODE
STATE; CODE A n: CODE H
COUNT NAUONAL v
rr( FORM PREPARED BY C
AME AND TITLE:
n

For Elizabeth Amadon, State Survey Director, B Barbara Cham'n. .gPNTRa

ORGANI ZATION

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion 5/7174

STREET AND NUMBER;

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

iBoston 617-727-8470 ' Ma,ss,af;;:hnsptts.. -025-
[12. STATE LIAISON OF FIC ER CfeRTIF IC A11ON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
. . . . : | hereby certify that this property is included in the
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. e e i
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended . . o .
Director, Olfice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation

9/Il7T z

level of significance of this nomination is:

Jtional - State - Local

Name w-/ '\ lyy Qw<A*'A
norabl e John F. X Davoren
cretary of t he Commonweal th

Ll'idirmdn,MdsSdchuselL Ls HisLuiiual
CommiSSion ‘Keeper of Ttie National “register

ATTEST:

Title

Date Date 7
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(e an etriey p~g Fowler Housc, DaHversport, Massachusetts

8. Significance (Cont'd) -2-

He was al so a captain of the Dsinvers Light Infantry. He served
his community as Danvers Selectman from 1835 through 1840, and
y\aslgt;?\:\ngce its Representativetothe General Court, i n1837 and
in :

Fow er's third eldest son, Henry, whose daughters, the M sses
Sarah and Adel aide Fow er, were to offer theFowl er Houseto
SNEA grewup i nthe house. |1 n1826, Henry Fow er set of f with
W liamEndicott and Leonard Poole, on an expeditiontothe Fiji
I slands aboard t he Ship G.IDE The% wer e shi pwecked on an

i sland reportedly occupied b?/ canni bals, Henry was t he only one
of thethree who'lived totell thetale, and he arrived hone i n
Danvers fromhi s adventure i n1830 1 nl1838, he married Sally
Putnam thefirst white child tohave been born at New M |ls.
Henry went on t o serve as Danvers Selectman i n1844 and i n 1845,
and was on t he coomttee which oversaw the division of Danvers
into north and south portions i n 1855.

Fowl er's fourth el dest son, Augustus, who al so E%e\_/v UP i nthe
Fow er House, acted as Danvers Selectman 1 n1855# i nl856, and

y/\/\_/\z iy/\
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Form 10-301
(July 1968)

1. NAME
COMMON

The Fowler House

2. LOCATION
STATE
Massachusetts

STREET ANDNUMBER

166 High Street

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE

U.S.G.S. Salem,Mass.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC ~ CODE  (Aeslensd by NPS)
same
SEP 17 X974
COUNTY TOWN
Essex Danvers
DATE SCALE
1970 1:24,000

REOUI REMEMTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARI ES, WHERE REQUI RED. AND NORTH ARROW
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE  MAS.«UfnmfigTTg

Date Entered MP 17 1974

Nane Location

fovlar House

lisex County
Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward M Kennedy Stats Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward W Brooke lion. John F. X Davoren
Hon. Mchael J. iiarrlngton Secretary of the Qonaaonweal th
Regional Director, North Atlantic Chai noan, Massachusetts Historical
gion CosM ssi on

40 Baaeon Street

R Mt t/row 9/20/ 74 Bost on, Massachusetts 02108



