
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

.Area Form no. 
C 237 

Readin,i 

276 '.;oburn St]>e«-fc-

Location m re i a t ro iT to" ireare; 
cross streets and other bui ldings 
or geographical features . 
Indicate nor th . 

>cA 

Recorded by Reading H i s t o r i c a l Com­
m i s s i o n 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l Com­
m i s s i o n 

Date 

Name H g U ^ 

ginal d v r e l l i n g 

sent d v / e l l i n g 

Date <^/<f<A-__ 

p:QDPi'ivate individual 
Private organization 

Public 

i g i n a l owner John B. L e w i s , J r . 

ION: 

Date 1875-1879 

Source maps and v a l u a t i o n l i s t s 

Style C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

.Architect 

Exter ior wal l f ab r i c c l apboards 

Outbuildings detached double garage, 

t o the r e a r 

Major alterations (with dates) 'pefC^ 

Moved y e s Date 0 . 1930 

.Approx. acreage 11,548 sq . f t , 

Set t ing Faces n o r t h on v /e l l - l andscaped 

l o t b o r d e r i n g i m p o r t a n t r e s i d e n t i a l 

t h o r o u g h f a r e 

(Staple add i t iona l sheets here) 



.ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a rch i tec tu ra l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community) 

• Th i s s u b s t a n t i a l and s t y l i s h house i s m.ainly i n the C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l s t y l e . I t 
i s tv/o and o n e - h a l f s t o r i e s h i g h , and t h r e e bays v/ ide. The low h ipped r o o f has 
eaves v;ide enough t o be c o n s i d e r e d a d e r i v a t i o n o f the Cra f t sman s t y l e , and 
they f e a t u r e vrhat appear t o be exposed r a f t e r ends. A c l o s e r l o o k shov/s t h a t 

. these are a c t u a l l y t r e a t e d more l i k e e l o n g a t e d m o d i l l i o n b l o c k s . The r o o f i s 
punc tua t ed by pedim.ented dormers , the one on the f r o n t h i p c o n t a i n i n g a p a i r 
o f v,'indov;-s. A wide f a s c i a board a t c o r n i c e l e v e l s i m u l a t e s an e n t a b l a t u r e , and 

• wood i s a l so used f o r quoins and a v;ater t a b l e . The f i r s t - f l o o r n o r t h - e l e v a t i o n 
vjindows are p a i r e d , and topped by s e c t i o n s o f an e n t a b l a t u r e w i t h a d e n t i c u l a t e 
c o r n i c e . A bay v/indov/ on the ( c o n ' t . ) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the ro le owners played in local or state h i s to ry 
and how the bu i ld ing relates to the development of the community) 

I n 1875, John B . Lev/ is , J r . , l i v e d here i n an o l d house b u i l t by Jedde 
Erovm, v/hich he purchased f r o m Brov/n's widow, Sophia . I t appears t h a t he — 
b u i l t the p r e s e n t house on the r e a r o f the l o t , then moved the o l d house t o 
38 B e r k e l e y S t r e e t , a f t e r v/hich i t was assessed t o Samuel Roby. 

, John Lewis v;as the son o f Frank E. Lev/ is , who ov/ned s e v e r a l houses i n tov.Ti. 
John, l i k e so many s u c c e s s f u l Reading businessmen, began h i s c a r ee r e a r l y . 
He was i n the meat bus iness f o r h i m s e l f a t age 15, ' t h e n m.ade shoes, v/orked 
as a g r o c e r y s t o r e bus iness manager, and e n l i s t e d i n the Union army. A f t e r 
h i s te rm o f m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e e x p i r e d , he made and l o s t a f o r t u n e b r i n g i n g 
c o t t o n t h r o u g h Confede ra t e l i n e s . He s t ayed i n the South a f t e r the war, 
becoming a v.^ealthy d e a l e r i n r e a l e s t a t e and shoes i n S h r e v e p o r t , L o u i s i a n a . 
I n 1880, he e s t a b l i s h e d i n Boston a f i r m t h a t v/ould become the c i t y ' s l a r g e s t 
s u p p l i e r o f shoes t o the r e t a i l t r a d e . Lev/is was devoted t o home mdssionary 
work , and he o r g a n i z e d the Reading Temperance Br igade f o r C h i l d r e n . 

Betv/een 1929 and 1932, the house was moved c l o s e r t o the s t r e e t a t the 
, e a s t e rn edge o f the p r o p e r t y , t o a l l o v / tv/o more houses t o be b u i l t on the 

same l o t . Today, the house t y p i f i e s the uppe r -m. idd l e - c l a s s house c o n s t r u c t e d 
" i n the l a t e s t s t y l e " by R e a d i n g i t e s i n the l a t t e r p a r t o f the 19 th c e n t u r y . 

The house i s p r e s e n t l y ov/ned by a d o c t o r , as are many o f the houses on t h i s 
s t r e e t . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1875 map an e a r l i e r house 
Eaton , I l e m o r i a l Volume, p . 132 
1880 V a l u a t i o n l i s t 

. - 20M-2/80 j 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSI»[ 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Reading 

Fom No: 
1^-237 

Property Name: 27:- Vobu 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

" '̂ f'-'TT'̂ r' TUP All S lO'IIFIC - ITCE 

east elevation i s rounded, i n the Regency manner. The s i n g l e , second-floor 
windows have p l a i n caps. The c e n t r a l l y placed doorway features t h i n , h a l f -
length s i d e l i g h t s w i t h lead t r a c e r y topped by an entablature w i t h a dentic­
u l a t e cornice; there i s a semicircular, leaded f a n l i g h t above the entablature, 
over the door opening only. This entrance i s fr o n t e d by a small p o r t i c o 
whose d e n t i c u l a t e pediment i s supported on paired, attenuated Doric columns; 
the tympanum of the pediment i s cut out to form a semicircular opening, 
echoing the f a n l i g h t . 

C^ITIVAIA FCR TTYA.LUATIOi 

This -•rozerty i s s i ~ n i f i c a n t ( l ) f o r i t s role i n the 19th-century r e s i d e n t i a l 
development of v/oburn Street; (2) f o r i t s association w i t h successful shoe 
£U"clier John 3. Lev/is; end (3) as a .r:oOd example of Colonial Revival 
s r c h i t e o t u r e . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of general l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n ~ , 
m a terials, v.^or'-manship, and f e e l i n g , and meets C r i t e r i a A, 3, and C of the 
na t i o n a l REgister. • .' 

• • -f 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
CM2) 

OMB Mo. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

f HPS ««» onty 

d^te ent«fed 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

51. House at 206 West Street Entered I n the 
National Reg i s t ^ 

52. House at 242 Summer Avenue 
Entered I n tha 
National Hegister 

53. House at 322 Haven Street firtered I n the 
National Register 

54. House at 483 Summer Avenue, 
Entered I n the 
National Register 

55. House at 1177 Main Street 

56. Lewis House 

Entered I n the 
National Register 

Entered I n the 
National Register 

57. Manning, Charles, House Entered I n the 
National Register 

ro w . T TT Entered i n the 
58. Manning, Jacob, House National Register 

59. Masonic Block Entered In the 
National Register 

60. Nichols, Daniel , Homestead 

Enter«d I n thor 
Katlonal Regleter 

, Date/Sign.  

tKeeper ^ : ^ ^ ^ > ^ .eeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

/'feeper /^yZ^^^^*^^'-/^^^^*^ 7'Z9-i 

Attest 

jfeeper (AAA£,^<.u^^^Syc<^ rv^-f' 

Attest 

/ i f e e p e r c:y;^<^^»-t.<-^../^^^^;^.,^ y 

Attest 

lA^AApev XA'^^-^'^^-'^^A'Sy.^ 7-/f-(7 
Attest 

reeper 

Attest 

/•steeper (^T^^^Ao^^-^^^y.^ T/9-H 

Attest 

Aeeper ^sA^^-i'^i^-^ySy,^ 7~/9'k*^ 

Attest 

/^Keeper X^^^^'^^^'^^^^^y*.^^ -7-, 

Attest 

/deeper Pj^^^c.^^^-u^'^^^K^^-^ 77f-i9 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Lewi3 House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
EH owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • samp le • request 

Working No. 

Katlonal 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: y S r A ^ - A - z A / f / S / 
Action: _ j r ^ C E P T 7 ~ / 9 - 6 - A 

Tn l E r RETURN 

.REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal d l NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

• excellent 

• good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

• unexposed 

Check one 
• unaltered 

• altered 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates • , -
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource * 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed— Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


