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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The sixteen acre Codman Estate and t headjoining nineteen acre Codman Farm ar e both
portions of theGodnan family country seat, which at |east two generations of the
Godrman family called "The Gange.” At thetime of Dorothy S F. M Codnan's death
in 1968, "The Grange" was divided, t hemajor portions being purchased by t he Town

of Lincoln for conservation lands, the Godman Farmbeing purchased by t he Town

for recreational purposes, and t he Codnan Estate, with t he Codman Mansi on, being
given t oThe Society for The Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) under
the terms of Mss Codman's will. The Godnan Estate and Farm ar e surrounded, i n the
mai n, by a conserved rural area.

The Codman Estate i sconprised of five buildings. The dom nant structure i s the
Codman Mansion (1), which sits on a small hillock, and i sseparated from Godnan

Road by an eight-acre, stone-walled field. The architectural history of the mansion
spans two hundred and fifty years. The earliest part of thestructure, constructed
between 1735 and 1741, was two stories high, L-shaped, and clapboarded. It swest
end had a gable; there were east and west chimmeys as there are today.

Thi s early house was nore than doubl edin sizewhen it was federalized in 1797/ 98.
The nort hwest conmer of thelL was filledout with a bay-endballroomand chanber
above, a third storywas added overall, and the two-story kitchenell was appended
to the north. The designof the Federal -period changes, which substantially deter-
i ne the character of the CodmanMansionas it standstoday, is attributed to Charles
Bul fi nch. , . r N ee A

Alterations of roominteriors, and, i none instance, roomsize, changes of exterior
ornamentation, and wi ndow alterations summarize t he changes which t heBoston arch-
itect John Hubbard Sturgi %nmade t ot hemansion i nt he 1860's. Later i nthenineteenth
century, theClassical Revival architect, Ogden Codman, Jr., who had spent part of

his childhood i nt he Codnman ancestral home, added panellingtothe second-story,

south bedroons. A two-story servants' wing was added t ot henorth wall of thekit-
chen ell sonetine during thesecond half of thenineteenth century. A visitortxi

the house today will see features of four distinct architectural periods — Georgian,
Federal, Victorian, and Classical Revival.

The three-story house i scovered with gray clapboards and i sornamented by white
quoins at thecomers and a modillioncornice. |tsw ndows all have black shutters.
A balustrade circumscribes theflattened topof thehip roof. Two interior chimeys
are located on t heeast and west planes of theroof, and areslightly forward from
center toward t hesouth facade.

The front entrance i slocated i nthecenter of thefive-bay facade. |t i sornanmented
by an lonic portico with pediment; thefront door i sflanked by sidelights. The four
first-story windows are 6 over 6, regularly placed, and aretheonly nmansi on w ndows
whi ch have pedi nented caps. A story-highwest projection features a full-length,
three-sash, 18-1ight window On thesecond story, directly over thefront entrance,
is asimplified Palladian wi ndow whose sidelights areobscured by t hew ndow s
shutters. This window i s6 over 6, as arethefour other second-story w ndows, | o-
ated directly above thefirst-story windows. The third story has five 3 over 3 reg-
ularly placed w ndows.

(continued)
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The four-bay east and west elevations have irregular fenestration. A one-story piazza
runs theentire length of theeast side; a central side entrance opens onto it. Both
the west story's first story roons extend beyond t he house proper, including thenorth-
west rooms faceted bay-end. The entire west projection has four full-length w ndows,
and, i ncontrast totherest of the mansion, i ti scovered with flush-boarding and

is omanmented with Tuscan pilastersat theprojection's comers and facets anda
dentil cornice. As i nthecase of thefacade, al |l theother elevations have six over
six windows on t hesecond story, andthree over three windows onthethird.

The two-story, three-bay kitchen ell, with north-south ridge roof, i sappendedt o
the north of t he nmansion and has an east entrance and an end chiimey. Attachedt o
the north of this ell, i satwo-story, five-bay servants' wing with a shingled ganbrel

roof, oriented north-south. This wing has an interior chimey and a back entrance.

Outbuildings directly tothenortheast of theback entrance t ot hemansion include
a greenhouse (2), anda small, two-story house(3). A stable (4), painted gray,i s
situated t ot hesoutheast of t hemansion. Constructed circa 1870, i t was designed
by Snell and Gregerson. As does themansion, the stable has a hip roof, quoinsat
the corners, anda modillion cornice. The caps and moul dings of itssix over six
w ndows mat ch those on t hemansion. Directlybehind thestable i sa two-story barn
(5), three bays wi de, and one deep.

The Boston architect, John Hubbard Sturgis, nade t hedesigns for thetwo-story farm
house (6), located onthe Codman Farmproperty. |t is painted gray, with white trim,
to match t he Godman Mansion; thethree-bay south facade features a gabled portico.
There aretwointerior chinmmeys, one east and one west.

The |argest structures onthe Codnan Farm aretwo bans connected at right anglest o
forman L shape. The earliest of thetwobarns (7), dating circa 1820, has a cut
granite foundation and i sclapboarded. |ts east-west gable roof i shipped at the
west end; sliding wagon doors arelocated at both theeast andwest ends. John
Hubbard Sturgis made t hedesigns for theother barn (8)i nthis structure, constructed
in 1863, with ridge roof running north-south. A wagon door i slocated at thesouth
gable end; t hewest and south exterior elevations of this barn are covered with board
and batten, andtheeast elevation with clapboards. The foundation i sof granite
piers and a story-high, twentieth-century mlk shed i sadjoined t ot he 1863 barnat
the southernmost portion of itswest face.

A small, one and a half story, eighteenth century barn (9) with north-south ridge
roof, and hinged double doors onitsnorth gable facade, i slocated directly to the
east of thecirca 1820barn (7). This building i s of heavy-hewn timber construction,
with gunstock posts i nthecomers andalong t heeast and west walls.
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The character of thenine buildings [ocated ont heconbined 34.65 acres of t he Codnan
Estate and Codrman Farmmake this property important i nthearea of architecture.

O outstanding significancei stheattribution of thedesign of t he Federal -period
changes t ot he Codrman Mansion (1) tothearchitect Charles Bulfinch, and t he definite
efidence that t he Codnan farnmhouse (6) and one |large barn (8 were designed by the
architect John Hubbard Sturgis and built i n1863, and t he Codrman stable (4), con-
structed circa 1870, was designed by Snell and Gregerson. "The Grange" also served
as thechildhood hone of t heClassical Revival architect Oyden Codrman, Jr .

The original occupants of "The G ange", or t he "Russell Farm', as i twas knowni n

the eighteenth century, were al | active i nLincoln or Massachusetts government or

both. These included four nenbers of two generations of theRussell famly — Cham
bers Russell, thefarms first occupant; his brother, James Russell; and two of James'
sons. Dr. Charles Russell and Chanbers Russell [|I. Chanbers Russell served at

various times as a Judge of The Court of Vice Admralty for theProvinces Interior
Court of Gommon Pl eas, and as a nenber of Hi s Maj esty's Honorable Council. Russell

is creditedwith using his own and his famly's influence t oobtain the incorporation
of theTown of Lincoln i n1754; he was |ater elected Lincoln's Representative to the
General Court. - .,

Dr. Charles Russell, thenext occupant of thefarm was active i nLincoln affairs
beginning i n1768. He served as moderator at Lincoln town meetings from 1770
through 1774. Being of Loyalist persuasion, he fled t oAntigua, B WI., i n 1775,

and his Lincoln estate was confiscated i n1777. Captain Elnathan Jones, appointed
government agent for theproperty, rented "The Grange" t o Dr. Russell's father, James
Russel |, of Charlestown. Russell was Charlestown's Representative t ot he General
Court, Treasurer of M ddlesex County, and a menber of t heCouncil. He resided at
Lincoln for theduration of thewar, and white there he did not ignore that town's
affairs. He was elected Overseer of The Poor and noderator at a 1780 town neeting.

In Novenber of 1783, Chanbers Russell 1J, son of Janes and nephew t o Chanbers Russel |,
pai d back a nortgage which his uncle had taken on t helincoln property i n1766. The
Russel | family thereby regained |egal possession of theconfiscated property. This
Russel | was noderator at Lincoln's town neetings, and was chosen Representative to
the General Court i n1789. . ..

"The Grange" cane into t hehands of therelated GCodnman fam |y i n1790, when t he Bos-
ton merchant, John Codrman, assumed Executorship of t hedeceased Chanbers Russell I]"s

(continued)
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njjGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 34.65 acCresS
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VERBAL BONDARY [ESCR PTT AN Begi nning at Lincoln Road, t heeast boundary of t he Gange
conpl ex property runs north along t heBoston and Main Railroad tracks, thence northwesterly
approxi mately 720 feet, thence southwesterlyabout 180 feet, thence northwesterly about

300 feet, thence south about 480 feet, thence southwesterlyabout 420 feet, thence south

following Codman Road t oLincoln Road. The property follows Lincoln Road tothe rail-
road tracks, excluding thegasoline station.
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estate. | twas John Codnman who federalized t hemansion i n1797/98. | twas John's

sorv Charles Russel |l Codman, who sold thelincoln property i n1807, and it was hi s
grandson, Qgden Codnan, Sr., who repurchased i ti n1862, fromwhich time it remained
in theGodnan famly until Mss Dorothy' Codnan's death i n 1968.

Over 4,000 of John Codman's busi ness papers have been uncovered i nt he Godnan Mansion.
These cover theyears 1777 through 1803, and relate tointernational, as well asto
Boston's, mercantile affairs of t he Federal period.

The overall collection of GCodnan docunents, all uncovered by SPNEA i nt he Godnan
Estate buildings, currently number about 40,000. Highlights of The Collection
include letters fromLafayette, New York Senator David Ogden, and Jenny Lind. | t
includes correspondence fromt heRevol utionaryVWar Colonel Tinothy Bigelow, of
Worcester, written home t ohis wife, while he was encanped near Boston and ont he
march t o Quebec i n1775. Handbills fromtheParis Gonmune of 1871, along with
letters fromfamily menbers who were i nParis during thesiege, arealso i n The
Codnan Docurent Collection. | ti sevident The Docunent Collection has bearingon
the Godman family history and Massachusetts history, and on some aspects of national
and international history.

The Codnan Mansion was left t o SNEA intact with all the Codman fam |y possessions.
The mansion's roons arefilled with furniture, accessories, paintings, rugs,

and objets d'art. Although these have not yet been conpletely inventoried, super-
ficial exploration by experts indicates important collections arelocated i nthe
mansi on.  Thus, t heproperty i ssignificant i nthearea of art.

The agricultural history of theproperty has been well documented for over two
hundred years. This documentation begins with a 1767 inventory and i s suppl emented
by many |ater estate inventories and fam |y account books and papers. These show
that farmng activities over theyears have included theraising of sheep, cows,
swine, fow, stags, oxen, thecultivation of hay, com henp, flax, oats, and barley.
In 1815 there was an orchard of over five hundred fruit trees at "The Gange."

Today t he farm has been reactivated as a community farmwith a professional farmer
supervising community volunteers.

SPNEA s sixteen acres include notable landscape features. As early as 1800, John
Codnan showed a docunented interest i ntheplacement of gravel walks and tree-1lined
avenues, which still exist today. Hi s grandson, Qgden Codman, Sr., was probably re-
sponsible for theterracing i nfront of t hemansion and for nany unusual trees and
plantings located on t he grounds.

(continued)
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A maj or |andscape feature i stheltalian-style formal garden located t ot henorth-
west of t he Codman Mansion, at t hefoot of t hemansion's hillock. Constructedi n
1899, and mai ntained through t heearly 1920's, i twas neglected until 1970, when
SN\EA began it sreconctruction. Theinitial construction was supervised by yden
Codrman, Jr., andthere i scircumstantial evidence which suggests the authoress,
Edith Wharton, may have designed itsplans. A smaller rose garden, near the Cod-
man stable, still suffers from neglect.
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January 27, 1976

RECHVED
M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Regi stration PN 30196 N E
National Register
Nati onal Park Service NATT ONYL
US Department of the Interior ARG SR /

Washi ngton, DC 20240
Dear Charles:
Encl osed please find twonomnation forms for the following properties:

1. Lincoln, The G ange
2. Peabody, Ceneral G deon Foster House

The Gange (including only the Godnan Estate) was accepted in the National
Register April 18, 1974. The enclosed form expands the nomnationto
include the Godman Farm The farm was part of the original Gange
conplex, and i tincludes four farm buildings. Anmong these buildingsare
a farnmhouse and barn designed by John Hubbard Sturgis. The farm itself
operated as early as 1767 and today has been reactivated by the town as

a comunity farm  Photographs included with this formare only of the
farmbuildings, since youalready have pictures of the estate buildings
in the Gange file.

These propertieshave been voted eligible for submssion by the Massachu-
setts Historical Conmission (State Review Board) and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

A\V¥/mv
Encl osures
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The G ange Conpl ex (Codnan Estate and South Lincoln
Godnan Farm M ddl esex County

Boundary Change approved 5/28/76

Al so Notified
State Historic Preservation Officer
Ms. Elizabeth R Anadon

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

294 \Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

I NT; 2950-75
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