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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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CESCR BE THE FRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOMY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The John Spurr House i sontheeasterly side of Gormon Road (Miin Street) opposite
the Charlton Qommon i nCharlton Center. To theeast of thehouse i sa w de expanse
of open fields and woodl ands andt ot hesouth areprofessional, educational and
muni ci pal buildings of thetown. Across the Gmmon andt othenorth areother resi-
dences, dating primarily fromthelate nineteenth andearly twentieth centuries.

The John Spurr House was built i nthelate eighteenth century - early records show ng
General Spurr first taxed for a house worth $1500 i n1798. The two-story dwelling

is 35 feet wwde and 30 feet deep, with anel | measuring 20°5 feet by 21*5 feet at

the rear (east). Theell may be of a slightly earlier period but i s essentially
contenporary with t hehouse. Fromthekitchen el | atwo-story garage and shedex-
tends north at aright angle.

The foundation of thehouse i sof dryfieldstone construction, topped with granite
slabs. The house andel | arecovered with clapboards painted white onthemin

house andredontheshed. Thehouse, ell, andshed sections al | have ridge roofs
covered with black asphalt shingles. Two brick chimeys rise through t hepeak of the
roof of t hemain house.

The facade i sfive bays wide with shuttered wi ndows having six-over-six lights. The
center entrance i sflanked with fluted pilasters which have plain capitals andsup-
port a dentiled entablature.

The south side of t hehouse has two equally spaced wi ndows on each story anda side
entrance i nthemddle of thefirst story. This six-paneled door i ssurmuntedby
simple mol ding, andan open elliptical topped lattice work entry surrounds t hedoor.
There i sa single window i nt hecenter of t he gable.

The north elevation i sidentical tothesouth, without thedoor. There i sa single
w ndow anddoor i nthenorth wall of theone-story kitchen el | which extends to the
east. Thetwo-story shed extends north fromtheel | and has a garage ont he | ower
floor anda workshop i nt heupper story which i sa fewsteps down fromthekitchen
level.

Several barns andsheds which were ontheproperty were severly damaged i nt he 1938
hurricane andsubsequently renmoved.
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The John Spurr House i ssignificant as t hehone of Major General John Spurr, a |leader
in Charlton affairs andparticipant i ntheBoston Tea Party andvarious Revol utionary
War encounters. The house i salso oneof thenore interesting architectural exanples
in Charlton.

John Spurr was born i nStoughton, Massachusetts on May 31, 1759. As a young nan,
Spurr was anong t hegroup of patriots who threw overboard t hehated teafromt he
ships Dartmouth andEleanor at Griffin's Wharf i nBoston on Decenber 16, 1773.
Following t heBoston Tea Party, he was anmong t heranks which fought attheBattle of
Bunker Hill. Comm ssioned anofficer on January 1, 1777, Spurr served i nColonel

Ni xon's 4t hMassachusetts Regiment until 1779 when he transferred t ot he6th Regi ment
as amjor i nl1780andagain i n1791-1792.

John Spurr moved t oCharltoni n1788t otake uptitle t 03000 acres of confiscated
Tory lands acquired through his wife. Spurr soon entered thesocial and political
life of thearea. Called Colonel atthetime of his second marriage, he later
becane a Major General of theState Militia. Hismarriage t oSally Davis and hi s
daughter's marriage t oSalem Town, Jr. united thethree most influential families
in thesouth county.

In politics General Spurr was a strong Jeffersonian Democrat, opposing t he Federalists
which were represented by t he Town family. Spurr was elected t ot heGeneral Court
in 1805-1811. He died on March 3, 1816.

John Spurr's sons followed his exanple i nservice t othetown andstate. John Spurr,
Jr. (born May 30, 1783"in Stoughton) married Sally \Wheel ock of Charltoni n 1810.

He served as major i nthemilitia. Justice of t hePeace, Representativet ot he Gen-
eral Court i n 1820-1824, state senator, andrepresentative t ot heConstitutional Con-
vention of 1820. Major Spurr operated a store andhotel at Charlton Center for many

years.
A second sonof General Spurr, Samual D Spurr, lived i ntheCharlton homestead and
also served as representative t ot heGeneral Court. Sanuel was a colonel i nthemili-

tia andactive i ntheUniversalist Society. He later noved t o Worcester, Massachusetts
where he rana store, was a trustee of t heWrcester Semnary, director of a bank and
one of thedirectors of Worcester's first Horticultural Society.

Architecturally, theJdohn Spurr House i sone of Charlton's finest houses. Al't hough

there i sa grouping of similar houses north of Charlton Center on Stafford Road, the
Spurr House i stheonly house of eighteenth century vintage i nt he Conmon area. A
feature of t hehouse which makes i tunique i nCharltoni sthehinged paneled common wall
between t he second-story north chambers which can be swung upt ocreate a larger room

for social functions.
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Cri.,"RLTON" The John,

Spurr House on Main street ;

has bcen accepted for in-
cluson in tbe National Regis-
ter of Histonc Piicosby the
Ks-.orical Cfimmission.

The Spurr House, the prop-
erty of Mrs. James Tansey, is
the only structure of ISth
century vintage in the Charl-
ton Coinmon area.

The acceptance of tbe house
va reoolrnarded by the
?.ade Historical COT.misson,
according to PauUT-nizi, S
retary of State, who dso
serves & commirsion chair-

OS HisfOfic Sit

man. The house uas the home
of Maj. Gen. John Spurr, a
leader in town affairs who
participated in the Boston Tea
Party and Revolutionary V.a
encounters.

A feature of the house is the
hinged paneled common wall
between the second dory
north Chambers which can be
moved up to create a larger
room for socid functions.

In politics, town records
“how General Spurr to be a
srong Jeffersonian Demo-
crat, opposing the Federalists.
Spurr was elected to the Genr

—

eral Court in 1856 and served |
to 1811. His'sons followed his |
governmental service. -

John Spurr Jr. sarved & a "
major in the militia, a jusiice ;
of the peece, a Sate represen- .
tative from 180 to 184 and ;
Sate senator and representa i
live to the Constitutional Cor [
venion in 1820. He operated a t
sore and a hotel in Cliarlfon |
Center for many years. ' |

Another son, Samue D.;
Spurr, lived in the Charlton”
homestead and adso served as '
a date representative and as
a colond in the militia. He \
weas active in the Universdlist i
Society. He moved to V.'orces ¢
ter, where he operated a r-lore '
and was a trustee of the V.or- |,
cester Seminary and a o:-ec- ¢
tor of Yforccsier's firsi Hcrii- j
cultural Sjciely.

John S:firr vi.s 'n |

S'-u&itoii 11 ]1(;9 .-d ;s aj
}Ci<g Mldn, VIS liituite,
group of patriois who \'...v.-: j
tea overboard from the -D.-.r-
thmOuth'' and "Ek;i:-;,ir"
ships in Bogton r;arl;or in
1773, After the Boston Tea
Party, Spurr was among i'le
ranks which fought at the
Battle of Bunker Hill. Com-
missioned in 1777, he served
on Coal. Nixon's 4th Massachu-
setts  Regiment  until 1779,
V I'en he traniftrredto ti"e 5h
rcM:ncnt ESa major.

Spurr moved to Charl.on in
]7a3 to take title to 3000 acres
of confiscated Tory lands ac.
quired through his wife. He
wes Iftcr named a major g n-

e
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c
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8 General Court (1805-1811).
John Spurr, Jr., (b.1783), major inmlitia, Justic of the Peace, General Court representative (1820-1824), state
senator, andrepresentative of 1820 Mass. Constitutional Conventi on.

Sanmuel [ Spurr, sonof the Maj. General, General Court representative, colonel inmilitia, trustee of Wrcester

I NSTT TUN ONAL-gVW™Y"™WYy and Worcester Horticultural Society director.
(over)
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3)NA|\/|E as i|(i/ yk/\mn| register: "OTHER NAMES-. ~g~date of entry ; I6r)rfco""ty code'.
Spurr, John, House / | r 4-26-76 » 027
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w NTACT1 310

, HISTO n
/
~functions
VWA HSTCRCALLY - HOUSE
G RRNLY: HOUSE
larchiter .yle (s) M. architect: @er:
| a” scape architect/garden designer: iinterior decorator: artist: kartisan: bui | der/contractor:

j NAMES give role &date Maj. CGeneral John Spurr, prominent local |eader, Boston TeaParty participant, nenber of Mass.
e CGeneral Court (1805-1811).
John Spurr, Jr., (b.1783), major inmilitia, Justic of thePeace, General Court representative (1820-1824), state
senator, and representative of 1820 Mass. Constitutional Convention.
Samuel D Spurr, son of theMaj. General, General Court representative, colonel inmilitia, trustee of Worcester

NSTTUTONALSeri nary  and Worcester Horticultural Society director. (over)
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35. Events; Boston Tea Party (1773). Maj. General Spurr, as a young man, was a menber of the group which threwthe tea
overboard i n Boston Harbor.



