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_ public-State X site
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N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cemetery

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

Victorian Eclectic: Holbrook Chapel

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
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Contributing Noncontributing
j 1 Juilding
Stes
, structures
objects
ok Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
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Current Functions
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Funerary: Cemetery

Materials
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foundation STONE: granite

walls STONF

roof. STONF- slatfi
Other.  STQNE, WOOD
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7.NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Mount Vernon Cameery iscomposad of three digtinctive contiguous aress totaling 1673 ecres
Thexe ae the Beaman Cametay (ca 1757, ssction K, ste plan #1), which wes digplaced by the
Wadchusett Reservoir project and moved to adjoin Mount Vernon Cametery in 1904, the Old Burying
Ground (ca 1790, sectionsH, J, dte plan #2) and the Mount Vernon Cameay (1852). Whilethe Old
Burying Ground hes dways been atown cametery, assodiaionsran the Beaman and Mt. Vernon. It
was hat until 1914 that the Beaman Camalery Association Sgned over the Beaman Fund to the Town
of Wegt Boylston, which assumed the care and manegemant of the Beaman Cametery. Seventean
yeaslaer, in 1931, the Mt. Vernon Camaeary Association tumed over dl its own burid lots ad
fundsto the Town, theréby making Mount Vernon Cemeley a completedy municipa cametery.

Two of aress of Mount Veanon Cametey are inactive use Old Burying Ground and Mount Vernon
Cemetary. New burids can occur in these aressif the gpplicant owns aplot. There are only a few
newer buridsin Old Burying Ground in the part located dosest to Church Stret, none of which
digurb the integrity of the cametery landscegpe. In the Mount Vernon Caneley areg, afew more
recent burids ae intergpersad in the older areg, but the majority of new burias ooccur in the arees
added in 1951. Thexeae sectionsL, M, N, O, P, which are bounded by Laurd and Reer Avenues and
section 1, which isdivided by Hillcrest Avenue.

Weg Boylston's Mount Vernon Cameay lies a the center of thetown, wedged betwean the Town
Common (to the west) and Bogton & Mainerailroad tracks and the Wachusatt Resarvaoir (to the eest).
Fom the north, visitorsfollow MA Route 12 aoross the Wachusett Reservoir and railroad tracks, and
asoend amodearae dope. They pess the Bigdlow Tavem, now the West Boylston Higtorica Sodiety
building (on the east), and s the Town Common aheed. To their |eft is Mount VVernon's northem
perimeter wall, with the cemetery extending southward fromthe wall. From the south, visitors
goproach the cametery from MA Route 140, and arrive & the center of West Boylston with Our Lady
of Good Counsd Church to their eest and the Town Common aheed. Mount Veanon Cangery forms
along, leen rectangle dong the eest Sde of the Town Common and behind Our Lady of Good
Counsd Church.

Mount Vernon Camdery is bordered by Church Strest and Our Lady of Good Counsd Church to the
weg, the Bodon & Mainerailroad tracks to the eedt, the Bigdlow Tavern, ca 1780-1810, to the north
and private resdences and the heavily wooded Commonwedth of Massachuseits Consarvation and
Recregtion Depatment land to the south. Within the borders, the edges of Mount Vernon Candeay
ae entirdy endosad, creting asanse of intimacy and privacy from the vehides moving dong Routes
12 and 140, and Bogton & Mainetrains using the railroad tracks.

(continued)
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Sonewadls, important features of the cametery, define many of these edges There are recurring
references to building and rebuilding gonewadlsin the Town Reports and, as new sections were
added to the cametery, they too were bordered by gonewalls, visudly linking them to the older parts.
Afieldstonewall with flat coping (photo #7, 1935, dte plan #7), reflecting thewall congtruction of
the Halbrook Chapd, lines much of the western edge from the north to the Chapd, providing a srong
spardion between the cametery and Town Common. Abutting thiswall a the corner isafine, 1891
random coursed ashlared gone pod, finishedwith a pyramida cap, and awall (photo #7, near
stions B, H, dte plan#6) which acts as an embraaure to the neerby Holbrook Chapd. Built in 1891,
a the same time as the Chapd, the wdl condruction issimilar to thet of the reer devation of the
Chapd. Thewall iscappad with agesp pitch conarete roof, added in 1987. A four-foot vinyl picket-
dyle fence, supported by granite podts (2002, ssctions B, D, F, dte plan#9), further defines the
cametery's westem edge where it abutsthe Our Lady of Good Counsd Church property. The oldest
wal (ca 1790, ste plan #3) in the cameley, a dry lad fid dstone wall, defines the north boundary,
sparating the Old Burying Ground and Beamen Cametery ssctions from the Bigdow Tavem. A
dense hedgerow of evergreans, sumac, and other bushes; intergpersed with deciduous trees, extends
across portions of the eegtlen edge, soreening the Bogton & Mainerailroad tracks. A new low wall of
fieldstones, st in concrete, outlines the south boundary.

Entrances gand a four points dong the westem edge and correspond to the Cemetery's context.
There are three vehicular entrances and one pededtrian entrance. In addition, there isa gated sarvice
road a the reer of the canatery adjacent to the railroad tracks The north entrance gands neer the
northern end of the Town Common, and the middle entrance is & the southem end, both aooessd
from Church Stret. The south entrance liesaong Route 140 (Worcester Street) a the
commencamat of atreelined entry drive leeding to the cemetery, which abuts the south side of Our
Lady of Good Counsd Church property. Both the north entrance pods flanking abregk in the
fieldstone and concrete wall, as well as the south entrance pods, are congructed offieldstoness in
concrete. The middle entrance, which isanchored by the Holbrook Chepd, is st off by apair of
random ashlar granite pogs Smilar in desgn to the rear devation of the Chapd. These pods are
topped with concrete caps. The pededtrian entrance, marked by an arched gazebo-like wooden
Sructure, opans behind the Our Lady of Good Counsd Church between the middle and southem
antrances

Topogrgphy within the cemetary fallsfrom the westen edge essward, further reinforcing the sase of
Sparation between the cemetery landscgpe and itssurroundings. From north to south, the landform
undulates across four equaly dzed ssgments At the northern end, neer the Beamen Camatary (photo
#3, section K, gte plan#1), isahigh point. From here, land fallsinto alarge terraced hollow (Photo
#2), asoands to another high point neer the 1836 G. A. R. Civil War Memorid (photo #8, section E-
130/131, ste plan #23), and finally drops off to aflat plain, ending a the southern boundery.
Because of thisvaried landform, outsanding views acrass the Camaery landscape are possible from

(continued)
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sverd gots. Mogt prominent are the views from the two high points, looking across the hollow and
ove theflat plain. Mature maple, soruce, and oek treesfl ouri shon these higher points, cregting a
canopy and providing shede By contradt, the low points contain few trees, allowing for multiple
dtractive vidas.

From the irregular spacing of gonesin the Old Burying Ground in the north to the regularity of the
modem section in the south, gpproximatdy 2,700 gravestones, monuments, and markers arelocated
in Mount Vernon Cemeery. These range from smple date gones to daborate granite and marble
condructions. Supplementing the wide variety of memoarias are numerousflush, beve, screen, ad
dant face markers, amal monuments to children with lambs atop, and a striking white bronze
(actudly congmcted of zinc) memorid.

Adding to the visud gpped of the Mt. Vemon Cemetary, each of the three mgjor aress, the Beamen
Camaay, the Old Burying Ground, and the Mount Vemon Careery have their diginctive
landscepe, types of roadways and paths, and Syles of gravestones and monuments The Beamen
Careay section offers avauable example of athoughtfully rdocated cemetery while Old Burying
Ground and Mount Vemon Camelery aress correspond to the different eras of cemetery design.

Beaman Cemetery (1757, phato #3, section K, Ste plan #1)

The Beaman Cardery is parhgps the mog digtinctive of Mount Vernon Cemetery's landscgpe
features. Thisamdl rectangular plot, adjoining the cemetery's Old Burying Ground section and
shedad by agrove of deciduous trees, haldsthe buridsrdocated in 1904 from the eest Sde of West
Boylston to meke way for condruction of the Wachusatt Resarvoir. Within the rectangle, 77 date ad
marble gravestones are aranged in a horseshoe pattern on the eedt, west and north sSdes leaving the
south Sde open.

Ore of the three monuments rdocated to Mount Vernon Cemetary and standing on the eest Sde of
the horseshog, the gtatdly Beaman monumeant (section K, dte plan #37), a marble obdisk ganding on
atall, square marble bess, surmounted by a dzeeble urn, commemorates the Beamans, eaxrly sdttlers
of West Boylston. Bearing only the neame "BEAMAN," it symbalizes the importance of this now
250year old cametay to the Beamen family. Itis the largest of the monuments moved to Mt. Vemon
Cametary. On the west dde is the marble monument for Betssy Beamen Newton, d. 1892, and others
(s=ction K, dte plan #35), a large rectangular marble block carrying a hip roof and restingon a
aubgantid plinth with the neme "NEWTON" carved in degp relief  In aprominent postion on the
opan south side of the horseshoe isthe unusud eqilaterd triangle-shaped marble monument, resting
on a granite bess, honoring Mgjor Josgph A. Red, d. 1867 and hiswives, Mary B. Read, d. 1822 and
Tamea Red, d. 1846 (section K, dte plan #36). The design of the monument isrigid, geometric, and
angular. Itsgrong vertical marble triangular-shaped shaft reflects the auderity of the very dark

(continued)
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Warren Monument (19* century, section -9, ste plan #27). The lines are crisply ddineated, the
letters of the names of the deosesad are plain, and there isacomplete lack of ornamentetion. The
dark smplicity of the Mgor Josgph Red Monument reflectsthe tregedy of the Civil War, and & the
sare time looks forward to the modernism of the next century, particularly by itsrare triangular

shepe and hardedged lines

Beaman Cametary hes the dldest date gravestonesin Mount Vernon Caemetery, which ae of great
aeghetic and higtoricd significance. These gones regpresant the earliest history of West Boylston as
well as having among them severd excdlent examples of work by noted regiond gravestone carvers
(Fleeserefer to 8. Significance))

Old Burying Ground (ca. 1790, ssttion H, J, dte plan #2)

Located a the northern end of Mount Vernon Cemetary, from the Church Strest wall and extending
to the Beaman Cametay section, the Old Burying Ground reflects a Colonid style of landscgpe, with
sample grassy paths carved batween duders of graves Thisareais dominated by loose rows of
individually placed date and marble gravestones punctuated by occasond monumeants, reflecting the
tradition of Colonid-eraburids. One of the obdisks, which commemoraes Aaron Tilton, d. 1876,
ad histhreewives, d. 1830, 1850 and 1837 (section H, dte plan #33) is highly unusud, s itisof
date Obdisks are generdly of marble, sanddone, or granite but rardy date. Altogether, there are
about 760 monumeants and gravestonesin Old Burying Ground.

The Old Burying Ground aso contains some gravestones by the noted gravestone carver, Pau
Cobum, es well as saverd finely carved gravestones by unidentified carvers. (FHessereferto 8.
Sgnificance).

Moaount Vernon Cemetery (1852, phatos #1, 2)

The origina center section, esteblished in 1852, and its various additions of new land extendsall the
way to the southem border where recently deosessd persons (2007) are laid to rest. Thisis by far the
largest area of the cametery  harboring some 1850 monuments and gravestones An areg, which hes
bean referred to Snce 1875 as Potter's Field, was originally neer the Holbrook Chepd. It wias moved
in 1891 (secfions G, A, dte plan #3) a the same time as the Temple Tomb, the pound, and the heerse
house were taken down to meke way for the Chapd. Intended for the less fortunate membas of the
Wes Boylston community. Potter's Fidd wes rdocated to section G at the comer of Beamen ad
North Avenues in what is now agrassy expanse sheded by alarge Mapletree. The new areaof
Potter's Fied is a the back of section A, near the railroad tracks.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 1090)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shed Mt Vernon Cemetery

Weg Boylgon (Worcester), MA
Section number 7 Page _5

The northem part displays a 19* century or Victorian syle configuration, with gravel roadway's
rimming the hollow and emphagizing the drama of the landform. In this section, the gravestones ad
monuments are typically aranged in family plots, cheracteristic of the 19* century, and continuing to
the present. The southernmogt portion, sectionsL, M, N, O, P, a 1951 addition, isbounded by Laurd
and Rear Avenues with the land doping gently from north to south. Flowering trees, white dogwoods,
and crabgpples are atractively intergpersad throughout, and the grid of bituminous concrete
roadways each dso bearing the name of atreg, traversss this areg, reflecting a20* century or modem
goproech to commemoration. At the south end, just beyond the ladt line of plots, dandsalow gone
wall which runs eedt, then gently curves to the north, then again eet, ending a the edge of the
camaeay. The granite monumentation is more regular than in the older partsof the cametery, usudly
asngledieonabese

Section | (1951) and the addition to section K (1974) lie a the northernmogt back comer of the
camdery and manifest asimilar planning goproach to the southemmogt section in roadways ad
monumentation. Section | provided the goece to erect the garageworkshop as well as additiond plots
for buria. The gppropriatdy named Hillcrest Avenue, the highest devation of the northern portion,
bisaects the section. The lagt areaacquired by the cemetery, asmdl addition to section K, permitted an
extensgon of the handsome Beaman Avenug, a the same time opening some forty new plots ranged
dong the esdt Sde of the avenue.

Ore of the most prominent festures of this areaof Mount Vernon Camatery isthe 1891 Holbrook
Chapd (photos #4, #5, neer sections B, H, ste plan #4). Dueto its splendid ste on high ground & the
man entranceto the cametery, the Chapd,flankedto the south by a 50-foot whitemetd flagpole
with agone bese (1984, section B, dte plan #10) displaying the American Hag, isvisible from
dmog every viewpoint of the cemetery. Built as memorid mortuary chapd "with the receiving tomb
under apart of it, the other part being used as atool-housg" (1898 Town Report), Holbrook Chapd is
achaming vemecular example of aVictorian Edectic cemetery chapd. The chagpd is cottage-sized
with alarge encompasing date roof of expangve planes its south Sde devation shows a projecting
exterior chimney. The chapd a0 reflects adight Richardsonian influence in the use offieldstoness
awall materid. These donesare loose, unfinished gones found on the ground surface and nat the
Cydaopean ones usd by the great medter, H.H. Richardson, yet they integrate well in the landscape
Fddgone congruction wes relatively popular in New England in the seoond half of the 19¢ cantury
and, as in thisexample, usudly randomly coursed. The Gothic arched entrance, with long thin
fieldstones acting as voussoirs and keygone, isthe only architecturd dement that tellsthe viewer he
isfacing achapd. The recessad windows are square and filled with Smple geometric-designed glass
penes and are belancad by the tall chimney. The only architecturd exterior embdlishments of this
andl chapd are the shgped brackets under the eaves invisbleto dl but the prying camera

The simplicity of the faBade, composed of the Gothic arched entrance andflankedby two windows,
bdies the sze of therear devation. It istwo gories, high for the land dopesquickly. The lower floor

(continued)
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is pierced with two large plain entrances cgopad with impressive blocks of sones reiterating use of
drong bold sills of the windows. As one waks around the south devation towards the reer, thereis
the impression that we are facing an integrated short tower. The foundation of the chapd, as well &
the walling of the ground floor of the rear devation, are mede of coursed random ashlar granite
dones smilar and relating to the fine donewall on ather 9de of the Chapd. In evary way, the
architects have grounded their cheapd to the land and have designed it to merge stamledy with the
landscgpe environment of the ceametery.

Theinterior of the Holbrook Chapd (photo #6) is dominated by asmple groined and rib vault which,
with the Gothicized entrance, evokes the chapd characteridtics of the dructure. It is completdy
shesthed in wood boards vertical up to the half point of the lancet shaped sections. Onewall contains
abrickfireplacesubtly decorated with amolding bend composad of stylized egg and dart motif This
overwhdming abundance of wood seas aplessant contragt to the impressive gonewalling of the
exterior. An"In Memoriam" marble plague on the north wall explainsthe origina intent of honoring
Rev. William Nagh, d. 1829, the "First settled miniger in town" and hiswife, Elizabeth Doubleday
Nash. A ssoond marble plague, on the east wall, commamorates West Boylston indudtridist Eli
Halbrook, d. 1888, and hiswife, Addine Worcester Holbrook, d. 1887, and it isfor them the
Holbrook Chapd is named.

Of interegt isthe group of wooden side chairs usad for religious services They are mede with flat
curved spindes medefamousin the 1970s by the wood carver Sam Ma oof, yet were probably
origind to the Chapd, as their arched back and golayed legs reflect the form of a Thonet chair of the
third quarter of the 19* century. The origind fumishings of the Chapd are dearly sgnificant for
when the Mount Vemon Camgeay Association formerly trandferred the Chapd to the town in 1834,
ore of the dipulationsof thetransfer wes "thet the furniture shal not be loaned or removed.” (18%4
Town Report). The chairs might have been manufactured in West Boylston for by 1890 the town hed
fumiture factories. (Gazetteer of the Sate of Massachusdtts by the Rev. Elias Nason, M.A. Bogton,
1890, p. 677.)

The only other building in the cametery isa concrete block 30 by 26 foot garageimaintenance facility
(1971, s=ction |, K, dte plan #5) a the badk of the cametary neer the northeest corner. 1t waas built by
was J. Colangdo & Son, Inc., of West Boylston a acost of $6,200.

The 1852 Mount Vemon Cametary area contains the grandest monumeants in the cemetery. The
magnificent 1896 G. A. R. Civil War Memoarid (photo #8, section E, lot #130/131, Ste plan #23),
nobly sted on the highest point in Mount Vemon Cameay to the south of the hollow, isthe mod
impressve monument in Mount Vemon Cametery. A Union soldier dands posed a parade rest, with
hisleft foot forward, the mogt often represanted gancefor aCivil War soldier memorid datue The
soldier holds dase to his chest, his wegpon, the American mede tall (usudly 57) Springfidd rifle,

(continued)
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the most widdly usad shoulder firearm during the Civil Wer. The Confederate soldiers o usd this
rifle, but mare often imported their ams from England. The soldier gands upon asmdl bese which is
st upon ancther molded bese decorated with agranite cartouche framed with dark polished granite
containing an eegle upon aflag with garsand dripes ebove alarge, dark gar, emblem of the G A.R.
(Grand Army of the Republic, whose membership wes limited to honorably discharged veterans of
the Union Army). Theinitids, G.A.R., ae ds ssn in the ssoond gep of the wide besein the back.
The composdtion of this monument isatypicd for mogt examples in other parts of the Union country,
the soldier figure is usudly placed high ebove atal shaft far removed from the viewer, wheress hare
in Wes Boylston, thisyoung soldier ssams accessbleto the viewer s he dandson itslow, wide,
dark imposing bese decorated only with the inscription TO HONOR THE MEN OFWEST
BOYLSTON/WHO FOUGHT TO SAVE/THE UNION. Bdow, agranite banner digilays the dates
1861-1865.

Other handsome monuments, of marble, granite, and white bronze populate the varied landscape of
thisarea. The prominently sted marble monument commemorating Civil War veteran Thomas H.
Prexoatt, d. 1884, and hiswife, Eunice S, d. 1891 (photo #1, section B-227, Ste plan#14) is ane of
mog deborate memoriasin the Mount Vemon Cemetery. The Presoott monument's verticality
reflects the influences of obdisk monuments, particularly prevadent in the first half of the 19t
century period when Egyptian forms were often usd due to itsfunerary type of architecture.
However, here this obdisk, sheasthed with aplethoraof embdlishments isbardy percaived dueto its
hierarchicd compodtion. Rather than having aplain, sheer verticd surface rising to its pyramida top,
this monument is sectioned by two arches, which seam to be supported by arcades ending in robust
finials. The lowerfinial sabove the raisad |obed cartouche containing the inscription sssmto rdterate
the cgoped ball finials of the two freestanding comer pods An arcade supports even the amdll
pyramidal top. The focusof omamentation isone of the mod archetypa Christian symbols, the Latin
aoss = within acrown meant to represant the sovereignty of the Lord. The marble monument is st
above adark granite plinth and is fronted by two solid square chamfered pods.

In the Beamen Memorid Public Library, amourning picture portrays Phebe Worcester, tearfully
leaning over amarble monument, which honors her husband, Sampson Worcester, d. 1824. Although
the actud monuman (section G, dte plan #30) in Mount Vernon Cametary isvery smilar to the print
monumernt, it is even more degant s the square marble shaft is embdlished with afinelycaved
wregth. Thirteen years later, upon the degth of Fhaoe Worceser in 1837, her name too wes incised
into the monument.

Thetall square-shafted um-topped mearble monument remembering George W. Reed, d. 1915 ad his
wife, BEmaM. Newton Reed, d. 1916 (section E-48, ste plan #21), istypicd of the many finewell-
Sted marble monuments throughout Mount Vemon Cemetery. There are o many distinguished
andle marble monuments, usudly resting on granite beses

(continued)
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The three marble monuments of the family of Rev. Josgph W. Cross, d. 1906 (section D-32, site plan
#20) comprise one of the most handsome lots inthe cemetery. Of ascending size, the smalest
monument, "Brother," is embellished with finely carved flowers. The next in Sze isthat of Rev.
Cross wife, "Mother," Frances A. J. Cross, d. 1870, with aspray of flowersatop of the inscription
panel. The largest monument is reserved for Rev. Josgph Cross himself; his tympanum is ornamented
by agraceful sheaf of whesat.

Skillfully carved twin marble monuments memorialize the Bullard couple: one monument,
"Husband," isfor Samud Bullard, d. 1916 (section F-9, site plan #25) and the other, "Wife," marks
Abbie Neff Bullard, d. 1876 (section F-9, site plan #26). "Husband," a mysterious weathered marble
monument, is dominated by acarved double-headed eagle, whose chest is emblazoned with atriangle
with the inscription "3D." Rather than identifyingitinterms of anational emblem, it is clear that the
eagle symbolizes the deceased's role as a Mason, most probably a 3rd Degree Mason as carved inthe
triangle. The emblematic eagle istightly placed under a Greek pediment with dlight retums while its
clawed feet grasp abranch sited above an arched molded embrasure containing the word "Husband."
The monument is st on a double plinth comprised of two different colored marbles whose top white
layer is embellished with a cyma reversa molding. The companion monument is of similar size but
has agothic arch recessed surface filled a the top with robustly carved leaves on a curved branch
over the word "Wife." The marble baseis similar in design to "Husband."

One of the most poignant smaller monuments in Mount Vernon Cemetery isto the two Warren
children, E. Leighton, d. 1895 and Reno, d. 1900 (section F-9, site plan #28). The children,
represented by two marble lambs, side by sde on acushion, tell the visitor that the grave isthat of
two childrenwho died intheir infancy. Like the biblical sacrificial lamb, their livesended too soon.
The beautiful lamb carving is set @ove aplain tall rectangular base composed of granulated granite
with smooth polished panelswith incised letters of the names and degth date of the two young
children. Infunerary art, it isusua to see lambs on children's graves as they are meant to denote the
innocence of the young victims. The lambs are often shown serendly resting.

There isds0 an abundance of outstanding granite monuments in Mount Vemon Cemetery. The
Warren monument (section F-9, site plan #27), a 19th century granite monument, evokes the
sariousness and the darkness of the American Civil War. It is congtructed totally of varied granite
finishes: the rough cut of the plinth, the smooth black polished surfacesof the large centra

rectangular body, the smooth sphere topping the monument, and the sand like surfaces of the sloping
dements inbetween. The name"WARREN" isssen inhigh relief on the angled strata below the
black central section. The whole is roofed with a convex like roof with a stegply pitched central gable
enhanced with the initial "W." The Warren monument is an austere and appropriate monument for its
period.

(continued)
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The unusudly intricately detailed and regplendent granite monument to William H. White, d. 1933,
and hiswife, Jannie V. Moore White, d. 1912 (photo #10, section C-307/ 309, dte plan #18), offers a
complete contragt to the Warren monument. Hard materids (marble, granite and other gones) of mogt
monuments often dictate rectilinear compaosition lines. However, & times there are exceptions, the
William M. White isone of them. Other than the rectilinear informative plague in the front, mog of
the linesin this 20th century monument are curvilinear. Thetripartite Sepped beseis composad of
ovd dements with gouged rough-cut granite fascias cgoped with asmooth molding. The trangition
from bese to the monument isasmple, anoath cavetto molding. The monumeant itself isathick short
shaft capped with avery low pitch pyramidd roof, aso ddineated with dow curves. Each Sdeis
buttressad with aheavy haf rough-cut column finished with aquarter orb. The monument exudes
Srenity and strength.

There are :averd granite monumants in the cametery which resamble sarcophagi. An example is the
impressve monument commemorating the Scarlett family, Andrew Scerlett, d. 1935, hiswife, Clara
B. Scarlett, d. 1930 ad their sons Clarence B. Scarlett, d. 1902 and W. Clifford Scarlett, d. 1910
(section A-39, gte plan #12). Strong initssmplicity, the rectangular sarcopheguswith an indented
narrow band with dawed feet a the bottom of the die, retson alarger bese There isafar more
daborate sarcophagus type granite monument to mill owner Charles Morris Harris, d, 1892, and his
wife, Eula Jeandtte Harris, d. 1881 (section B-228/230, ste plan #15).

Mount Vernon Cameay hes astriking example of white bronze monumentation, the Waker/Hermean
monumean (section A-234, ste plan #11), honoring Charles H. Harman, d. 1888, and his wife,
Elizabeth, d. 1898, anong aothers. The Wake/Herman Monument isan unusud and outdanding
canopy sructure st on asingle granite bese consgting of a rough-cut plinth. Atop isardatively rare
white bronze columnar superdructure, st on awhite bronze plinth, asmdler verson of the granite
one benegth. White bronze monuments and markers first gopeared in 1870 when they were then
manufactured in Bridgeport, Connecticut. This busnessthrived until 1912 when the manufactory of
white bronze was discontinued. The parts of the canopy tomb were al custom mede when ordered by
the cugomer from acatdogue. The short columns, loosdy reminiscent of Byzantine art, and capped
with floriated lonic capitas, are capped with rough cut abecus a the four comers; the center ebeous
hes arecess containing astylizedfl ower,mayte adaisy, once an Assyrian symbol. The roof sructure
iscomposd of four dow curved gables, one of which contain aGothicized "H," and iscgoped witha
bardy perceptible pyramidd cap. It isthe mog architecturd monument in Mount Vernon Camdery.

There are dso saverd  unique monuments in Mount Vemon Cemetery. One isthe Tyson Monument
(s=ction A-285, dte plan #13) to Ezekid Tyson, d. 1922 and hiswife, Cardline E. Tyson, d. 1919.
Bdow the names of the decessad on the large smooth-finished granite dab isthe carefully incised
plan of the Tyson family neighborhood. There are dso two boulders of atypicd materids. Oneis a
phyllite boulder marking the grave of Mgor Victor E. Edwards, d. 1931 (secdon E-121/122, Ste plan
#22). Phyllite isagreen, gray, or red metamorphic rock, Smilar to date, but often hes awavy surface

(continued)
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and adigtinctive micaceous lugter. The other isarecently ingtalled boulder of chiasolite honoring
Lorenz Eban Whitcomb, d. 2002 (section C-105, ste plan #17). Chiasolite isaminerd variety of
anddudte with carbonaosous impurities regularly aranged dong the longer axis of the crysd.

In this area of the cametery, dmog dl of the gravestones are marble or granite. Thetripartite marble
heeddonefor the three infants, Clarence, Mary and LoletaWaker (section D-166, Ste plan#38) in
thistract is particularly hendsome

Archaeological Description

While no andent Native American stes are known in the Mount Vemon Cametery, it is possble that
dtesae presant. Three andent Stesae recorded in the generd area(within one mile).
Environmentd characteridics of the propearty indicate severd locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) thet are favorableindicatorsfor the presenceof andent dtes Soil types inthe
canday ae excessivdy drained, formed in glacid outwash. The camnetlery contains numerous
locdes where levd to moderaidy doping dream terraces and outwash plain landforms are found in
dose proximity to wetlands. Gates Brook is located within 1,000 feet of the southem and centra
aress of the cametery, flowing northerly to Gates Cove and Wachusett Resarvoir gpproximatdy one-
haf mile eedt of the cemetery. A ssocond, unnamed brook, located within 1,000 feet of the northern
portion of the cangtery dso drains to the Gates Cove area. Given the above information, the sze of
the cametary (gpproximatdy 16.73 acres) and the impects assodiated with the excavation of
gpproximatdy 2,700 buridsduring the cemeteries long period of use Snce the 18% century, alow
potentid exigts for the recovery of sggnificant ancient Native American resources

A high potentid exigts for locating historic archaeologicd resourceswithin and near the boundaries

of the Mount Vemon Cametery. Little, if any, higtoric use of the property hes bean identified prior to
thefirst excavation of burids dating to the late 18 century. Earlier, mid-18* century buridsfrom the
Beamen Camaay exig; however, they were rdocated to the Mount Vemon Cameay to meke way
for the congruction of Wechusat Reservoir. Land, presumably farmland, wes purchesed for the
canday from severd individuds in the 18%, 19*, and 20* centuries; however, no record of

dructures included with those purcheses hes bean identified. Further documentary reseerch combined
with archaeologicd aurvey and testing may hep locate historica and archaeologicad evidence of
residences, barns, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdaed features (trash pits, privies, wells) assodated
with earlier agricultural use of cametary land. Structurd evidence may dso survive from sheds ad
other outbuildings assodiated with the cametery's operation and maintenance during its history.
Structurd evidence from the Temple Tomb, pound, and hearse house might survive in the vicinity of
Holbrook Chapd. Each of thesebuildings and objects were removed in 1891, prior to congruction of
the chapd. Complete and fragmentary evidence of unmarked graves originally assodiated with
Potter's Field, first identified in 1875, may d0 exid in the chgpd area. Potter's Fdd wes rdocated
to alot near the intersection of Beaman and North Avenues in 1891, prior to congruction of Holbrook

(continued)
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Chapd. Pogt moldsrdated to fences and gates and evidence of sone walls may exist around
boundaries for the cemetery, and around subdivisons within the cemetery bounds Town reports
meke numerous references to the building and rebuilding of gonewals as the cemetery's boundaries
changed.  Strafigraphic evidence from roadways and landscgpe fegtures no longer visible may dso be
presant.

Archaeologica evidence including features, artifacts, and humen remains assodated with over 2,700
burids represent the mogt numerous archaeologicd resources present in the Mount Vemon Cameery.
While the vagt mgjority of these burids represat known and marked graves spanning the late 18*
century to the present, rdlocated graves are documented, and unmarked graves nay d<o exid.
Rdocaed graves are found in the Beamen Cametary (1757/1904) areg, and in Potter's Feld
(1875/1891). The Beaman Cametery indudes some 60 ramains that were excavated from their
origind cameery Ste prior to condruction of Wadchusatt Reservoir. The remains were reportedly
boxed in coffins, then moved with rdated monuments and gravestones to their presant dte inthe
Mount Vemon Cemeey. Itisunknown, a presant, how carefully the graves were excavated. Since
they date to 1757 or earlier and were moved in 1904, it can be expected that wooden coffins, skeetd
remans, and materid cultureitemswerein varied datesof presarvation. Many coffins and artifacts
werelikely deteriorated and some skdetd remans were missing. The dose proximity of burids
might a0 result in mixing when moved. Accordingly, when the 60 remains from the Beamen
Camaeary were placed in their new coffins, partid skdetons may have been mixed, and items
originaly included with the buridsabosent. It isaso unknown whether graves & the new Beamen
Cardaay were excavated to dandard depths and induded single or multiple coffins. Given the aoove
information, relocated burids a the Beaman Camaley may indudeburid shaft outlines of unknown
horizonta extent and depths, partid and/or complete stsof humen remains, and little or no materid
culture items assodated with the deosesad and origind coffin.

The Potter's Fidd burid areameay regpresant a smilar scenario to that described above for the Beamen
Camaay. Rdocaed burids may indude partid samples of humen and funerary materid culture
remans as aresult of presarvation and the genard careteken in excavating the remains. While the
Potter's Fidd was first identified asthat in 1875 and moved in 1891, its use as aburid aeafor
paupers, indigents, and unknown persons may have begun before 1875, possibly indicating a more
vaidblerate of preservation. Less care may have bean teken excavating these remains then with the
founding fathers of the community interred & the Beamen Cemetery. Unmiarked burids mey have
been more common at Potter's Fied, suggeting some remans may not have bean moved & dl or
mixed with identified burids during excavation.

Further historical research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing can help locate unmarked
graves grave markers, and document assodaions betwean existing gravestones and actud graves
Individua graves, the earliest of which date tothe 18* century, may indlude skdetd reamains in

(continued)
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addition to clothing and other parsond items interred with eech individual. Funerary objects,
including coffin remains and artifacts assodated with the initial internment(s) and later memorids
mey a0 be presant with individuas or groups of graves A grave shaft discemeble in the soil
dratigrgphy should be presant with individud and multiple interments. Archaeological testing mey
dso identify heed and foot donestha are overgrown and presantly not visible on the surface.
Unmaked graves may exis anywhere in the Mount Vernon Cemeery.  Paupers indigents, ad
unknown personswere often buried in peripherd aress of cemeteries. At the Mount Vemon
Ceamgeary the peripheary dhanged with evary land purcheseor sde Unmarked gravescan d o exist
when gones are logt or when markers are mede from biodegradable materids

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mount Vernon Cameery, West Boylston, Massachusdlts, possessessintegrity of location, design,
setting, materids, workmanship, fedling, and assodation, and meats Nationd Regiger Criteria A
ad Conthelocd level. Assodated with every period of Wes Boylston history as well asfor the
fine exemplar of Late Victorian architecture for its Holbrook Chegpd and the excdlent
represantations of regiond gravestone carving. Mount Vernon Cameey qualifies under Criteria
Congdeation D.

Mount Vernon Camgery (1852) now incorporates the Beamen Cameery (1757) and Old Burying
Ground (ca. 1790). The Beaman Cemetary, the town's oldest cemetery, was relocated to Mount
Vemon Camday in 1904 beforeitsorigina dte wesfloodedfor the Wachusatt Reservoir. Snoe
1931, dl three cameteries have been gathared under the neme "Mount Vemon Cemeatery” and are
the respongbility of the Town of West Boylston. Now the town's dldest cemetery. Mount Vemon
Careeay hes played an integrd rolein town history and thus qudifiesunder CriteriaA. Itisin
Mount Vernon Cameaery that Wes Boylston's earliest settlers, including itsfounder. Mgor Ezra
Beaman, E9)., resde. The gravestones and monuments sand as visud evidence of the svep of
the Town'sdevd opmeant through its early minigers, town leeders, veterans of al the nation's
wars indugtridigts, phydcdians, and ordinary citizens.

The unusud vemacular manifestation of the Victorian Eclectic Syle, as saan in the 1891
Holbrook Chapd (photos #4, #5, neer section B, H, Site plan#4), and the presance of finely cut
date gravestones, some carved by the noted regiond gravestone carvers Paul Colburn and James
Wilder, qualify Mount Vemon Cametley under Criteria C.

Higory of Wes Boylgon

The Town of West Boylston lies some seven miles north of the city of Worcester and forty miles
wedt of Bagton. Thetown is bounded on the eadt by Boylston, on the west by Holden; to the north
is Sterling, while Shrewsbury and Worcester lie directly south. Thetown covers an area of
approximatdy twenty square miles, with some 870 aaresinduded in the Weachusatt Reservaoir.

The mekeup of the Town of West Boylston isrdatively complex but smilar to many of the
newe towns in Massschuseits Prior to its incorporation in 1808, the town wes mede up of five
ssgments, eech aportion of the older townsthat surround it. Two of the northern portions were
annexed from Sterling, with one apart of theorigind Lancager land grant and the ssoond from a
section of Sterling, which wes formerly Shrewsbury. The westem portion of thetown is from
Holden, originadly Worcester land. A smd| canter section camefrom Boylston, formerly

(continued)
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Shrewsbury, and originaly Lancager. The fifth and largest section isto the south and came from
Boylston land, which was originaly Shrewsoury.

Although incorporation of West Boylston did not actudly occur until 1808, whet is now West
Boylston wes actudly sdttled in the 1720s Among the first inhabitants were Sarah (d. 1810,
stion H, dte plan #47) and Edward Goodde (d. 1756), progenitors of the well-known Goodde
family, who arrived in 1738. Ore of their sons Aaron Goodde (1743-1817, ssction H, dte plan
#45), was the first of what was going to become eight gengrations of Aaron Gooddes to reside in
West Boylgton. The early sattlement was afarming community, particularly raising rye, corn,
oats, and cultivating gpple orchards; the soil in the region was rich and productive. By the turn of
the 18* century, there was dso asawmill, com mill, grist mill and afulling mill, dueto the
presance of the Quingpoxet, Stillwater, and Nashua Rivers, as well as the subgantid Maiden
Brook.

The incorporation of the Town of West Boylston in 1808 did not come eedly; it took over
twenty-five years to accomplish. The areathat would become aportion of the Town of West
Boylston wes originaly cdled the Shrewnsbury North Parish. Under the prompting of Mgjor Ezra
Beaman, B9, aresdent of the North Parish and a powerful sdectman, an articlewas placed in
the warrant for the 1781 Shrewsbury town medting asking thet the North Parish be =t off as a
Sparate town. The petition was denied, but five years later on March 1, 1786, the Shrewvsoury
North Parish became the Town of Boylston.

Thelegd designation of the Town of Boylgton did nat put an end to the issuesraised by the
resdents of the westerly part of Boylgton. In 1792, Boylston planned to build anew church on
behdf of the citizensin the westemn part of the town. When voted down. Mg or Beamen built his
own church on the same pat as today's Congregationd Church. A dedication wes hdd on
Jnuary 1, 1795 but an actud parish hed not bean established.

Following the mestinghouses dedication, the same group which hed built the church presanted a
petition to the Genard Court requesting incorporation of West Boylston as a ssparatetown. The
resgance of thetownsthat would lose land and inhabitants as aresult of this action was
extremdy vigorous, and the petition was withdrawn. However, in early 1796 ancther lengthy
petition was filed asking for the westem portion of Boylston be established a5 a sparate parish.
This at of incorporation, establishing the Ssoond Precinct of Boylston, Sterling, and Holden, wes
dgned by Governor Samud Adams on dune 14, 1796. Still, there wes a strong desire on the part

of many Wes Boylston inhabitants for a sgperate town and in 1806 apetition to this effect was
filed with the Generd Court. Despite vehemeant oppostion from the surrounding towns,
paticularly Boylgton, the incorporation of West Boylston was gpproved on January 30, 1808,

(continued)
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Following incorporation. West Boylstonflourishedduring mod of the 19 century. The
population grew from 600 in 1810 to 2,968 in 1895; in the same period of time the number of
dwelling houses expanded from 98 to 480. The expangon of Mount Vernon Caneay in this
period reflected the growing nesds of the West Boylston populace. Agriculture continued to be
vay important. Although the cider mills suffered due to the temperance movement, by 1880 there
were 80 large active farms ranging from 30 to 200 acresin addition to about 20 farms of amdler

aresge

Indugtry dong the rivers was a0 burgeoning; by 1808, in addition to the exigting mills, more
manufactories were established as well as two book binderies and two tavems. Manufacturing in
West Boylston continued to thrive during the 19* century, and by 18956 there weare mary textile
mills, including the Beaman Manufacturing Compary, the L. M. Harris and Co., the Wet
Boylson Manufacturing Compeny, the Warfield Mill, the Holbrook Mill, and the Clarendon
Mills. In addition to the textile mills there were Cowegs Gristmill, Warner's Saw Mill, the boot
manufacturers, Howe, Morton and Lovell, and the Brigham Bagket Compary.

The center of West Boylston, which hed begun where it now sands anchored by the
Medtinghouse (1795), the Old Burying Ground (precursor to the present Mount Vemon
Cemetery), and the Town Common, began to shift by the 1830s drawn by the mills dong the
rivers to what became known as Wes Boylston Lower Village. This move accderated with the
burning of the meatinghouse on the Common in 1831, and with the esteblishment of indudries
asndaed with the mills. The population followed this exodusfor the employment in the Lower
Village area

Unfortunately, the very resson that led these mills to initially teke advantage of the ample
waterpower afforded by the Quinapoxet, Stillwater, and Nashua Rivers led to their doom. In a
totally unforeseen devd opment, the plansfor the Wachusett Resarvoir, which became aredlity
18951905, cdled for the completeflooding of the Wes Boylston Lower Village, as well as other
neerby arees As a consagquence, the town center was returned to its origina location.

By 18 it wes painfully dear there was no sopping the Wadhusett Reservoir. Article 23 of the
18H Town Report stated: "To s if the townwill chooseor gopoint a committee to look after the
interegt of the town in connection with the proposad "Boston, or Metropolitan Waer Supply.”
Sarting in 1898, the Town Reports begen publishing what wes going to become the saggering
amount of houses, bams shops mills and acreege teken from Wet Boylston to acoommodete the
Wachusdtt Resarvoir. For example, the 1898 ' Schedule of Property Acquired by the Metropalitan
Water Board" included acotton and wool cloth mill, the West Boylston Manufacturing Co., ane
of the few millsto successfully relocate, inthis cage to Eagthampton. By 1906 the tally of the

(continued)
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impect of the Wasthusett Resarvoir on West Boylston wes complete: the center of town was
rdocated, 157 housss were moved or destroyed, dl the factories and mills demalished, and 870
axes of West Boylston's land taken. The only building to survive wes the Old Slone Church,
built by the Baptist Church in 1890.

Desaite the unimeginable impact of the Wachusatt Resarvair, the Town of West Boylston, with
its strong family roots, survived and went on to cderateits centennid in grand style firston
Jnuary 30, 1908, the anniversary of the act of incorporation, and again, hoping forfi newegther,
on duly 16, 1908. The eventswere planned by the Centennid Commiittee, chaired by Willie B.
Wood (d. 1941. section G-86). The megnitude of the Centennid Celebration, which induded
gredings by Sdectman Warren E. Gammdl (1831-1918, section B-198), adiscourse on "Magjor
Ezra Beaman, the Father of West Boylgton," and an Historicd Address by Leon A. Goodde
(1876-1941, s=ction C-310, dte plan #19) isdear from the ""Proceadings in Connection with the
Ore Hundredth Anniversary of the Town of West Boylston,” published in 1910. After
acknowledging the extent of the recent trauma wrought by the Wachusett Resarvoir, Goodde
ended on adetermined noter

"Today the future isbefore us Whet it shl be the Almighty done knows Whet it mey be
depandsin large messre upon us. Let us be true to the spirit of those who have gone before us
and by our integrity and devotion bring honor and worth to our loved town."

Another hundred years hes passad shce Goodde gave his address and, as the Town of Wet
Boylson preparesfor its Bi-Centenniad Cdebration in 2008, itisdear this determingtion hes
benredized in athriving town with its handsome Mount Vemon Cemaery a the rdocated town
canter

Gengrd Higtory of Mount Vemon Camndery

Over the course of dmogt acentury and aquarter Mount Vernon Cametey atained its presant
dze(16.73 acres) through asariesof acquistions and gifts. According to the West Boylston
Historica Sodiety, the initid land for the cametlery was Smply laid out by the early settlers, as
their settlement predated the church of 1795, Later additions were farmland while the newvest
sdtions L, M, N, O, P, were redaimed lowland.

There is no specific document sating how large the Old Burying Ground (c. 1790) wes prior to
1852, but it isedimated at three to four acres In the first known addition to what wes to become
Mount Vernon Cametary, the newly formed Mt. Vemon Camelery Association acquired
goproximatdy five acresfor use as acamaay in 1852 This land was directly contiguous to the

(continued)
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south boundary of Old Burying Ground. After that first purchess, no further expansion took place
until 1872 when aparcd was bought from Mrs. Spofford for $225, but no specifics were provided
regarding the sze. Alsoin 1872 the Association purchesad apared of land from D. C. Murdock,
recorded asone acre, more or less

Mount Vernon Cametery suffered areduction inland areain 1871 when the Worcester & Nadhua
Railroad took land in order to lay a ssoond track. The records notethat the Association discusssd
protesting this ssizure but no mention of an action of this sort can be found.

In 1875, expandon land, purchasad from Charles T. Haynes, was added to the Old Burying
Ground, next to the Mount Vemon Cametery. Some sevanteen years dgosad before the 1892
Town Meseting actudly voted to acogat the "Haynes Addition" as part of the burying ground.

To provide a place for the markers and remains from the Beaman Cametery, in 1891-2 the
Metropalitan Water Board acquired the "Bacon Lot" abutting the north sde of Old Burying
Ground. The "Bacon Lot" was one third of an aore purchassd from John C. Bacon. The Beaman
Camatay Association oversaw the rdocated cemetery until 1913 when they dissolved the
Associaion and tumed all assats and respongbility for the Beaman Cameery  over to the Town of
Wegt Boylgton. The Town then controlled two (the Old Burying Ground and the Beaman
Cemeaay) of the three ssgmantsof what isnow Mount Venon Cemetery.

After extensve negotiations (including the condideration of ingtituting eminent domain
proceedings), an egreameant was reeched with the Bogton & Maine Railroad in 1922 to purchese a
parcd of land to expand the cemetery to the eedt.

The two cameteries acquired no more land prior to the Mount Vemon Cametery  Asociation's
decison to dissolve and tum over the land, assets and fundsto the Town of Wes Boylston. This
took placein 1932 and effectively cregted anew entity. The Mount Vernon Cametary of the
Town of West Boylston. Incorporating the Old Burying Ground and the Beaman Cametary,
Mount Vernon Camelery became amunicipd cemeery.

A mgor purchase of aoreege for Mount Vemon occurred in 1951 with the acquisition of the
Brigham land (3ze unrecorded) a the southem end of the cemetery for $1500. This added the
aea now known as sectionsL, M, N, O, P, bracketed by Laurd and Peer Avenues, where the
most recant interments arelocated. Another piece of land was acquired in 1951 when the record
sys a "drip of land" was purchessd from the Shepard Family (who owned the presant Bigelow
Tavem land to the north); this is section |. These 1951 purchesss increesed the Sze of the total
cameeay by about one-third. The final two parcds acquired by Mount Vemon Camgery, which
comprise agmdl pat of section K, were a combination of a second portion of the Shepard land

(continued)
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(7400 souare feet) in 1974 and a$2,500 parcd from the Masonic Lodge in 1975. With these
purchesss, the Mount Vemon Camelery ssoured itscurrent Size of 167 acres

Beaman Cemeery (1757)

Thefirst burid in Beaman Cametery weas the kegper of the wdll-known Beamen Tavern. The
degth of Mr. JeHbez Beaman (section K, ste plan#53), who died of amdlpox in 1757, occasoned
the esablishment of the cemetery. When Beaman Cametlery was rdlocated to Mount Vernon
Camday in 1904, Mount Vernon Camelery became the dldest cemetary in West Boylston. The
other two Wegt Boylston cameeries are the High Flains Camgeary (1889) in Ockdde ad S
Lukes Cathalic Cemeeay (18609).

Beaman Camaay isthe recgptade of the early higtory of the Town of West Boylgton. It is here
that Mgor Ezra Beaman Eqq. (d. 1811, s=ction K, Ste plan #52), the great force behind the
incorporation of thetown, isburied. Leading what mugt have bean an exhauding effort, from the
filing of awarrant & Shrewsbury's 1781 town mesting to st the North Parish (which induded
the present West Boylston) off as a sgparate town to the Act of Incorporation in 1808, Ezra
Beaman was probably the most powerful politician West Boylston hes ever sired.

Ezra Beamen saved ten years ss sHeciman of the North Parish of Shrewsbury. At thefirst town
meeting of the newly incorporated West Boylston, he was chosan sdectmian, tressurer, and date
representative to the Genard Court, poditions he held until his degth in 1811. The wedthies men
in Wegt Boylstion, he owned the vagt Beamen Manufacturing Company, the first cotton mill of the
arep, ass well as continuoudy operating the famous Beaman Tavem. A fervent patriot, he dso
savad in the Revolutionary Wer.

Higtorian Hden Maxwell Hamilton, in The Historv of West Boylston (1954) begins her chapter
on Mgjor Ezra Beamen with the following declaration:

"Wegt Boylgton's corporate exisence today is due to the untiring perdgence, the indomitable
will, and the parhgpsthe shear dubbornessof Ezra Beamen."

The Beamen Camatery wias located in the West Boylston Lower Village areatargeted to be
flooded by the Wachustt Reservoir, and the Town of West Boylston begen negatiations with the
Metropolitan Water Board. Article 17 a the 1898 Town Mesting queried: "To sse what action the
town will take in the matter of the proposad location of Beamen Cemetery.” Thiswas followed in
1901 by anather Article 17: "Tose if thetown will dlow the Metropolitan Water Board to use
the lot known &s the Bacon Lot adjoining the town cemetery, for burid purposes’ followed by the
mention on April 2, 1901: "Metropolitan water bought lots 69 and 70 for Beamen Cameaeay for

(continued)
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$30 cdled the Haynes addition.” In May 1904, Mr. Charles Cunningham Bray directed the
excavation of the some sixty remains, which were then boxed in coffins and trangported by Mr.
William Wood, in the town hearss, to the newly prepared camnglery lot. This rdocation involved
not only transferring the remains but al the monuments and gravestones memoridizing these
graves as well. The record photogrephs of April 1904, which show the Beaman Camgay in its
origina location, attest to the meticulousness of the move In 1902, just before the reocetion of
the cametery, the Beaman Camdlery Assodiation, formed by the Beaman hers, etablished its
Articles of Association.

All thet physicaly remains of the West Boylston Lower Village's extensve Beamen farm, the
well-known Beamen Tavern and Beamen Osk Tree, owned by West Boylston's founder. Mgor
Ezra Beaman, isthe rdocated Beamen Cemeary, the Beaman Watering Trough, and a flagstone
from the tavem. Mgjor Beamen placed the granite watering-troughin front of histavem in 1808
and filled it with rum punch to cdébrate the incorporation of the Town of West Boylston. The
Worceger Tdegram and Sun of March 26, 1901 reported thet the 1901 town mesting (Article 18)
concarning the gift of the watering trough “was acogpted with much enthusaam by a unenimous
danding vote." The watering trough, the largeflagstoneand asmdl granite monument bearing
explanatory plagues currently st on agmdl traffic idand & the comer of Newton and Centra
Strests in front of the Beamen Memoaria Public Library (1912).

Despite the destruction of the Beamen family neighborhood, the Beaman nameis still ane of
importance in Wes Boylston, mog prominently in the Beamen Memorid Library, Beamen
Caretery, and Beaman Strect. The 1913 Town Report in gpproving the name of the new library
sad: ... it leeds us badk to the founder of our town and hdps us dl to memoridize the name of
Magor EZRA BEAMAN."

Another change for the Beaman Camelery occurred in 1913 when the Town of West Boylston
acogpted the respongibility of the ceametery. The ditizens of West Boylston a the 1913 Annud
Town Mesting "V oted to acogpt the proposition of the Beaman Cametlery Association, to act as
trugessfor the parpatud care of Beaman Carmetery, and a0 to assume the cugtody of the funds
of said Beaman Cemeaay, the income of which can be used for the expensss of taking care of
sd cametery” (Article 25).

Old Burying Ground (ca. 1790)

The ssoond oldest section of Mount Vernon Camdery isthe 1790s Old Burying Ground.
Although the first official mention of the Old Burying Ground in the Ssoond Precinct Reportsis
not until 1803 when the Committee to Lay Out the Burying Ground met "to reduce brush in the

(continued)
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burying ground,” the burying ground wes in exigence sx or saven yearsearlier. The Lancager
Lesgues Inscriptions From Burid Grounds of the Nedhaway Towns Sates "Earliest indications
from gravesones in the cemetery gopear to coincide with the building of the first Meeting House,
its dedication on 1 January 1795 and the establishment of this area as the Second Precinct of
Boylgton, Sterling and Holden in June 1796." This is supported by extant gravestonesin section
H (located inwhat wes earlier cdled Old Burying Ground) predating 1803, as for example the
date gravestones of Lydia Glazier, d. 1798 (section H, Ste plan #44) and Miss Elizabeth
Goodde, d. 1799 (section H, dte plan #46)

Further natations in the Second Precinat Reports date that Commissionas Abd Bigelow, Josgoh
Hinds, and Artemus Murdock were chosan on March 11, 1806 to "lay the burying ground out in
rows," "to fence the burying ground adjoining the land of Abd Bigelow," and "to st out arow of
Lombardy poplars on border of cormmon.”" On October 6, 1807 the Commissioners "voted

$116.64 for sonewall between burying ground and common.”

Mount Vernon Cemetery (1852)

When it became goparent that the Old Burying Ground would be inedequate for the thriving
town, aconcaned group of citizens formed the Mount Vernon Cametary Association. The first
medting of the new Association was hdd on Feomary 17, 1852, a Thomes Hall (ahdl built for
ue by both the Congregationd Church and the town) a which Cyms Muzzy wes named
president and John D. Lovell, secretary. On March 9, 1852, it wes voted to name the camdeay
"The Mount Vernon Cemetery” and to petition the Legidature for an Act of Incorporation for the
Mount Vernon Cemetlery Association. Only threewesks later, on April 2, 1852, it was announoced
that the Acts of Incorporation hed bean granted on March 31,1852, At the same medting, both the
Condtitution and By-lawsfor the Association were adopted and progresswes reported on land
acquigion for the new cametery, which was to be located adjacent to the town's Old Burying
Ground. By the May 11, 1852, meeting, the five aores of land hed bean purchessd and it wes
reported on June 1, 1852, that 60 parsons hed picked out lots; the ligt of these origind purdhesars
is induded with the Mount Vemon Camaey Association minutes. The consecration of the
camdery took place approximatdy awek later and the cametery officially opened on October
14, 1852,

Ealy features of the cametery which are no longer extant indude the hearse house, the pound,

and the Temple Tomb, all three of which were removed to deer the Ste for the Holbrook Chapd

in 1889. The Temple Tomb (a receiving tomb) wes built in 1853 after the "Mt. Vemon

Associdion voted to corvey to the town the right to build atomb in the cemetery to be usad in

common by the inhabitants of the town and mambasof the Associaion” (April 5, 1853) and the

town voted on August 13, 1853, to gpprovethe money to build the tomb. The Temple Tomb,
(continued)
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which was removed from lots 1771/2 and \16Y2 a acost of $47.95 by E. W. Holbrook (1889 Town
Report), was no longer nesded, as the Holbrook Chapd wasto indude areceiving tomb in its
lower floor. The heerse house, which shdtered two hearses was built before 1876 (whenit was
painted). Thetown, however, retained the hearses pegt 1909. Little is known about the pound.

Although it probably isof far greater antiquity, thefirst reference to Potter's Fidd (sections A, G,
gte plan #3) comesin 1875. Intended for the lessfortunate of the community of West Boylston, it
was originaly located in the 1875 addition, adjacent to the Old Burying Ground neer wherethe
Holbrook Chapd now dts. It was moved a the same time as the Temple Tomb, the pound, ad
the hearse house to make way for the Chapd. Potter's Fidd is presently in two locafions, the
older one isin the northwest cormer of section G, & the intersection of Beamen and North
Avenues, the newer locdeisin section A, bordered by the railroad tracks,

In 184 the Trugtees of the Old Burying Ground proudly reported al the improvements that hed
bean medein that year's Town Report. Their grandest achievement wis the erection of the
Holbrook Chapd in 1891. In their own words

Near the entranceto the Mt. Vernon Cemetery, where the old Pound and Heerse house
were, we have bean engbled to erect aMortuary Chapd with receiving tomb benegth,
through the generodty of Mr. Ches Nagh of Worcester, Mrs. S C. Ravson of Newton, and
Mrs. Addie H. Rice, of Wes Boylston, and have placed in the Chapd two memorid
tablets oneto the mamory of the Rev. William Nash, who was the first settled minigter of
thistown and the other to Mr. E. W. Holbrook, and Adaine Worcester, hiswife. (p. 35)

The Trugtees then requested the town to acogat the Chapd from the donors with severd
dipulations, namdy that it be kept in good repair, it be free for anyone to hold afunera sarvice,
that it be opened on Memoriad Day, and the fumiture nat be loaned or digplaced. While much is
known about mill owner Eli W. Holbrook and Rev. William Nash, and hiswife, Elizabeth Sone
Nagh, little isknown about the donors, exoept that they were descendants On une 23, 1896, the
first meeting of the Mount Vemon Cametery Associaion in the new Chapd was held.

At the same time as the building of the Holbrook Chepd in 1891, the Trudtees of the Old Burying
Ground goproved joining the sgparate avenues accessing the Old Burying Ground and the newer
Mount Vernon section. Thisweas accomplished and the camnglery began to enarge as a whole
rather than two disparate sections.

By 1919, the Mount Vernon Association gpparently begaen conddering turning over what wes till
asgarate entity. Mount Vernon Cameery, to the town. On May 6* it wes "Voted thet a
committee of three be gppointed by the chairmean to investigate the matter of uniting the Mt.

(continued)
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Vemon Cametary and thetown cametery and report & afuture meefing.”" However, it was not
until fourteen yearslater, on May 5, 1931, that the Mount Vernon Associgtion voted thet “the
presdent and the tressurer of the Mt. Vamnon Cametery Association be and herdby are authorized
to corvey and trandfer to the town of West Boylston for cemetary purposesonly, and subject to
al rights heretofore existing in any burid lots, the red and parsond property of the Mt. Vemon
Carmetay Assocdiaion not subject to any trugt.” Thiswes Sgned into law subssouent to the
Legidatures pessage of Chgpter 257 of the Actsof 1931. The transfer of authority to thetown
weas completed & agpecid town mesting in 1951 when the trust funds were dso put under the
town'ssupervison.

The new Mount Vemon Camdery Trudees, gppointed by the Town of West Boylston, met for
thefirst timeon May 2, 1932. Andrew J. Scarlett (d. 1935, section A-239, dte plan #12) wes
deted the first president; the other two trustees weare Wayland A. Tuttle and Edgar A. Whitcomb
[l (1929-2005, section A-242). They "voted to name the combined camgtery 'The Mount Vemon
Camaay of Wegt Boylston." This decison was confirmed by voters & the 1940 town mesting
(Article 24).

The early sdttlers, minigers, veterans, indudriaists, shop ownas amdl busnesses families, ad
ordinary citizens that make up the cultural, socid, and economic fabric of Wes Boylston are all
represented & Mount Vernon Camdery. Initid resdents Jebez and Ezra Beaman as well es Sarah
Goodde have dreedy been mentioned. Sarah Goodde took over her husband's affairs upon his
desth in 1756. Commenfing on her desth in 1810, The Goodde Genedogy rdates "She westhe
oldest person who hes died here Snce the settlement of the town, having been aresident here

nearly eighty years" (p. 9)

Wes Boylgton'sfirst minister is buried a Mount Vernon Cemetery. The Holbrook Chapd wes
buih "In Memoriam" to Rev. William Nash (1768-1829) and hiswife, Elizabeth Doubleday

Nash. According to his monument (section G-63, site plan #31), Yde College graduate Rev. Nagh
"wes seitled pedior of the First Church in thistown" on October 11, 1798, Hismemorid plague in
the chapd rdates "He continued in the ministry until 1815 when he was dismissed & his owvn
request but lived here until his degth." Among ather clergymen, amarble and granite monument
honors Rev. Jossph W. Cross, d. 1906 (section D-32, dte plan #20), minigter of the
Congregationa Church from 1840 to 1860. Although he hed agtormy pedord carear ad finally
resgned, he later retumed to West Boylston to become arespected citizen.

The gravestones and monuments of Mount Vernon Cametery indude markers commemorating
hundreds of Wes Boylston veterans who served their country in every conflict from the
Revolutionary Wer tothe Irag War.

(continued)
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Buried in Mount Vemon Cemetary are 24 men who fought in the War for Independence. Early
inhabitant Aaron Goodde, (1742-1817, section H, dte plan #45) was one such patriot who
participated in the struggle dong with Captain Josgoh Bigdow who is commemorated by a date
marker (d. 1800, section H, Ste plan #40).

There are recorded nine individuas who saved in the wer of 1812 in the cemetery. Among them
ae Captain Slas Newton, J. (d. Feb. 3, 1836) and Ceptain Levi Kilbum (d. Jan. 23, 1847,
sction A-3).

The Mexican Wa (1846-48) was of brief duraion but four veterans of this conflict are interred in
Mount Vernon Cemeatery. Mgjor Jossoh Red (d. March 3, 1867, section K, Beaman Camnaery,
dte plan #36), and Captain Benjamin Dyke (d. March 29, 1873, section J-7) sarved in this war.

It comes as no surprise that the Civil War is strongly represented in Mount Vemon Cameay with
some 81 veterans buried there. Compary E, 2r' Regiment, was raised in West Boylston. J.
Emearson Anderson (d. 1896, section G-66, Ste plan #32), Lt. Albert Murdock, who is
remambeared with asmdl granite and marble monumeant (d. March 25, 1865, section J, Ste plan
#34), Thomas H. Prexcatt (d. April 20, 1834, ssction B-227, Ste plan #14) and Major Josgph A.
Reed (d. 1867, section K, Ste plan #36), dl sarved the Union in the war.

The Spanish-American War (1898) dso wes brief, but saven vaeteransof this conflict are buried in
Mount Vernon Caemelery. Danid Staliker (d. October 19, 1936) and Charles H. Conway (military
done no degth date). Battery D, U. S Artillery, were vateransof this war.

TheFirs World War iswell represented in the camgery with some 65 veterans of this "wer to
ad al was' interred. Mgor Victor E. BEdwads (d. 1931, section E-121/22, Ste plan #22) is
commamorated by aphyllite boulder. Edwards was a tdented engineer and inventor who held
over 100 patents. He gave the land where the Mgjor Edwards Schod wias erected, and became a
benefactor of the Beaman Memoriad Public Library. Cagotein Harry R. Howe (d. 1927) assigned to
the Quartamadler Corps and Archie S Thompson (d. April 12, 1937, section G-81), who saved
in the 638th Aero Squadron, are two others who participated in this great conflict.

Mount Vernon Cameery’'s most heavily repressted veterans group is from the Ssoond World
War. Due to the effect of the draft, some 233 vaeteransof this catadlysmic evart regt in the
camaay including 1 Lieutenant Smon Surabian (d. 1945, section G-99/100, dte plan #39) who
savad in the Med. Adm. Corpsof theU. S Army.

Buried in Mount Vemon Camndery are vateransfrom three reatively recent wars, Korea- 28,
Vietham - 9, and Iraq - 1 (as of 2007).

(continued)
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Three memorids commemorate the service and sacrifice of the numerous veteransin Mount
Vemon Cametery. Thefirst of these isthe Soldiers Monument (aso known asthe GA.R.
monument). Erected by the Ladies Rdief Corps, the women's auxiliary of the G.A.R,, it wes
intended ""To honor the Men of West Boylston who fought to save the Union" and is a granite
memorid with aUnion Soldier aop atal bese The lots where the monument sands (section E,
Lot 130/131, ste plan #23) were donated for that purpase by the Mount Vernon Cametery
Asociation (MVA) "for the buria of deosessd soldiers™

The ssoond memorid commemorates veteransof dl wars, itisknown s the Veteran's Memorid
(1966, ==ction C, ste plan #16) and dandsin alot provided for this purpose by avate of the
Town Mesting of 1965. Approva of Article 22 authorized the establishment of a veteran's lot.
The Cametary Trugtees Report in the 1966 Town Report noted: "In accordence with the request
of the American Legion we are assigning goece in the southeast comer of section Cfor a
veteran's memorid.” The Memorid isalarge granite boulder with abronze plague It is
dedicated " To God and Country / Those men and women who served our country in time of war
2 that liberty, justice and Democracy might prevail." The boulder for the Veteran's Memorid
came from the Surabian Farm.

Thethird memorid dedicated to vaeteransisthefl agpol estanding just south of the Holbrook
Chapd (1984, s=ction B, ste plan #10). Erected by the Veterans of Foreign Wars Pog #6907, in
cooperaion with the American Legion Pogt #204, the plague a the beee of theflagpol ereeds
Dedicated to the Memory of Veeaans of All Wars May 27, 1984." The 1984 Cametary Trudess
report noted thet the bese for thefl agpol ewess "erected with gone to match the chapd and gone
wall...."

Many of the grest indudtriaists of West Boylston es well es samdl busnessowvnesad
professonds hed adegp sanse of public service, benefiting the town as well s representing West
Boylgon in the Generd Court. A good number of these men are buried & Mount Vemon
Camdey. Mgjor Ezra Beaman isaprime example Owner of severd enterprises, including the
Beamen Manufacturing Co., he found time to be asdedmean, tressurer, and date representative to
the Genad Court.

A granite monument to Eli W. Holbrook, d. 1883 and hiswife, Addine Worcester Holbrook, d.
1887, dandsin section J (dte plan #29). Ore of Wes Boylston's mogt notable manufecturers, he
did nat sk public office. Concentrating on business, he owned the Holbrook weaving mill by
the time he was 34 yearsof age. The Holbrook Mill, as well as the Holbrook House and Holbrook
Sredt, adl were removed for the Wachusatt Reservoir. Asamark of his importance, the Holbrook
Chapd wes built as amemorid to thefamily.

(continued)
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The Harrisfamily were dso eminent indugtridists. There isagranite monument to Charles
Morris Harris, 1892, and hiswife, Eula Jeenette Harris, d. 1831 (section B-228/230, dte plan
#15). Chales Harrisand his brother, Linus M., darted their textile manufacturing carearsin 1845
when they bought acotton yam plant and immediately added the weaving of cloth to the yarn
producfion. By 1900 asmdl mill village, known as Harrisville, hed evolved, conssting of two
mills and twenty-five houses In addition to overseaing Harrisville, Charles and Linus M. Harris
(1814-1893, s=ction E-85) foromed the L. M. Harris Co. in assodaion with their brother-in-law,
Alfred Whiting, who owned the Whiting Mill, which manufectured light sheting and dhoedrills.
LinusM., in spite of his large busness commitments, saved as asdeciman for twenty-three
years, 1853-1876.

Ore of the more unusud factoriesin West Boylston was owned by George W. Resd. A marble
and granite monument in Mount Vemon Camdgery memoridizes Resd, d. 1915, and his wife,
Emmy M. Newton Reed, d. 1916 as well as Raeuben G. Red, d. 1834 and Chales W. Read, d.
1918 (section E-48, dte plan#21). An organ manufecturer, George Resd was one of the few
indugtridigs to successfully rdocate his factory before the coming of the Wachusett Reservaoir
and carry on his organ production. He built the organ for the 1890 Old Stone Church, which
aurvived the Wechusatt Resarvoirflooding,but logt its congregation; the organ wiss trandferred to
the new Baptist Church of 1902,

Rud G. Cowee (d. 1882, section D-179) built Coweds Grigt Mill ca 1850; in 1896 the mill wes
run by his grandson, Mr. Edward Cowee (d. 1912, section B-194). Edward A. Cowee,
represantative to the Generd Court, dmog sngle-handedly accomplished the passng of the 1896
Act to compensste employess for losing their jobs due to the closing of mills and busnesses
asxodated with the coming of the Wachusatt Resarvoir.

Geaorge F. Howe (1825-1899, section B-195), part owner of Howe, Morton and Lovell, the boot
manufectory, (established in 1856), which bacame an important contributor to the West
Boylston's economy up until its destruction by the Wedhusett Reservoir project. Devoted to locd
public service, Howe served on occasion as sdectmean but his mogt startling accomplishment was
sarving as both town tressurer and town moderator, the terms of each office amountingto 32
years

Many of the owners of the samdl busnesseswho hdped composethe loca econony of Wet
Boylston ae buried & Mount Vemon Cameey. A good example of the amdler firmsis the
enterprises of Aaron Goodde 111 (1823-1898), "Deder and Cutter of Ice' as well esa
"Manufacturer of Exceldor." Hamilton rdatesin her The Higtorv of West Bovigton: "Aaron
congmcted adam on Maiden Brook and harvested ice from the pond thus created.” (p. 69)

(continued)
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Thelocd generd dore was dways a v uable component of a smal town. Oliver Barrett Sawvyer
(1815-1862, secfion C-84) wes the proprietor of the well-known "Sawyer's Store” Henry O.
Sawvyer (1844-1909, section C-66) bought the generd dore from hisfather. After the
egtablishment pessed in and out of the Sawyer family, it eventudly becameH. O. Sawyer & Co,,
patiadly owned by Oliver Barrett's grandnepghew, Henry L. Sawyer (1868-1941). Oliver Barrett
Sawvye hed sarved as the town's representative in the Gengrd Court; Henry L. Sawyer carried on
the family tradition of public sarvice to West Boylston; in different periods he held the offices of
town sHectman, tressurer, ass=ssor and ovarses of the poor. All three Sawyers resde in Mount
Veanon Candery.

Andrew J. Scarlett (1849-1935, section A-239, Ste plan #12), alarge landowner in West

Boylgton, performed the mog demanding public service snce Ezra Beamen hed accomplished

the incorporation of West Boylston in 1808. Andrew J. Scedett was Chairman of the Board of
Sdectmen from 1896 to 1903 (with the exception of 1897), the period the town and its citizens
were negatiating with the Metropalitan Water Board over the land and buildings to befloodedfor
the Wachusatt Resarvair project. Hewaswiddy credited for the decent price the town received

for itsholdings, and supported the successful effort to build a new schod and town hal with the
funds. Hedso fecilitated the reocation of thetown center and took teps to have land available &
afair price to encourage displaced Lower Wes Boylgon Village resdentsto ramain in the town.

The sHecmian who extended greefings to the 1908 Centennid cdebrants Warren E. Gammel
(1831-1918, s=ction B-198) was ancther faithful public sarvant buried in Mount Vemon
Cametary. Hewas asdectiman 1904-1910 and digtrict (which included West Boylston)
represantative to the Genard Court 1905-1907.

At leedt three of Wegt Boylston's early physidans are buried in Mount Vernon Cametery. They
induded the young Dr. Jaoob Moore, M.D., who begen practicing in West Boylston in 1828 ad
died a age 30in 1831; Dr. Ephraim Lovell, bornin Wes Boylston in 1811, who darted his
practicein 1841 and died in 1889 (section D-170), and Dr. George W. Warren, who came to West
Boylgton to pracficein about 1846, and was buried in Mount Vernon Cemetery in 1900 (section
F9).

Town higiorian Benjamin F. Keyes (d. 1870, section F-33), author of the invauable Historica
Memorandum and Genedlogicd Regiger of the Town of Wes Boviston (1861) isburied a
Mount Vernon Cemetery as well as the later Town historian and first presdent of the West
Boylgon Higtorica Society, Edgar A. Whitcomb 11 (1929-2005, section A-242).

There are sevard families that were erly settlerswho remained in West Boylston, and over the
decedes contributed much to the town; they &so are buried in Mount Vemon Camelery. The

(continued)
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Gooddes for example, are one of the dldest and most prominent familiesin West Boylston and
gtill active in the town. Although the 1903 Goodde Srest Schoad was demalished in 1982, the
expandve 1908 Goodde Park, the gift of Aaron Gooddle IV (1851-1911), isavibrant reminder of
the Gooddle family.

Gravegones and monuments honoring the Gooddes dot Mount Vernon Cemeatery. There hes
ben an Aaron Gooddle in every generafion sincethe 18 century, the finely carved urn-and-
willow date gravesone of thefirst "Mr. Aaron Goodde" (1743-1817) dandsin ssction H (dte
plan #45). All five succeading genarations of Aaron Gooddes are in the cemetery; there aretwo
living generdtions, father and son. Side by sde by the first Aaron Gooddle isthe date gravestone,
d=o wdl wrought, of his mather, Mrs. Sareh (Temple) Gooddle, d. 1810 (section H, Ste plan
#47). The gravestone, of Miss Elizabeth Goodde, d. 1799, (section H, dte plan #46), carved by
Paul Coburn, gands nearby. Among the Goodde monuments scattered throughout Mount Vemon
Cargay isthe granite monument to Leon A. Goodde, 1876-1941, and hiswife, ElIdeM. Phdps
Goodde, d. 1M3 (section C-310, ste plan #19). Leon A. Goodde was the author of The Goodde
Genedogy and ddivered the Higtoricd Address of the 1908 Centennid Celebration.

Lagly, many of the cematlay trustees, supaintendents and caretakers dike are buriedin the
camaay to which they gave 0 much sarvice Succeading genarations of Aaron Goodde trustees
were particularly devoted to the cemetery. At the 1899 Annuad Mesting of the Mount Vemon
Careay Association, amoving tesimonid to Aaron Goodde (d.1898), who hed served as a
trudee as well as superintendent was reed acknowledging his many contributionsto the well-
being of the cametery. Similarly, alater Aaron Goodde, (1889-1978), Mt. Venon Carnetary
Tmgee from 1939 to 1978, wes honored a the Annud Meeting of 1978: "He enjoyed working
and improving the gppearance of the camaiery where for 200 years his ancestors have been
buried." (Report of the Cametay Trudess, 1977-1978) His grandson, Aaron Goodde, wes
gppointed to teke hisplace as trustee.

A granite marker idenfifies the grave of Abraham T. Hanessey (1848-1922 section -3, Site plan
#24), Mount Vemon Cardeay careteker for over 25 years and who wes sad to have dug over
600 graves At thetime of his death he was the only black parson in West Boylston. Heis quoted
in a 1921 newgogper as saying: 'l have the promises ... of the Trusiees of Mount Vernon
Cemaay that | may liein Mount Vemon Cametey when my time comes™ The trudtees of

Mount Vemon Cemetery honored hiswish in 1922,

(continued)
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Artisfic Significance

The Holbrook Chepd (photo #4, #5, #6, neer section B, H, dte plan #4) isafinevernacular
example of Victorian Eclectic architecture. The qudities of finescde and proportion, and the uee
offieldstonewals pierced with plain geometric forms for windows and doors, marks the
dructure with architecturd integrity. It might have bean consdered unusud and plainin 1891, yet
itssmplicity of forms and use of drong textures foreshadow someof the movemernts of
architectura modernism of the 20th century.

It ssas likely that the 1891 Holbrook Chapd wes designed by the Worcester architecturd firm
of Ddano (d. 1915) and Fuller (1836-1901), dthough thereis no known documentary  evidence,
& the plans submitted May 19, 1891, to the Mount Veamnon Cangeay Assodiation have
disgppeared. The firm was respongble for meany fine public buildings in Worcester, amongst
them the YMCA, the Armory and Old South Church. Thisfiel dstonebuilding might well have
influenced two Smilar gructuresin neartly Boylston: the 1903 Municipa Light Department
Building and the 1904 Sawyer Memorid Library, both walled with fieldstone.

Mount Vernon Cameley is a0 of artigic dgnificance as it contains excelent examplesof the
works of two well-known regiond gravesone cavers, James Wilder and Paul Colburn. The
gravestones described beow have bean identified by Laurd K. Gabd, noted gravestone carver
scholar and co-author of Gravestone Chronides, Vol. 1, 2 (Bogton, New England Genedogicd
Sodiety, 2002). There are likely more gravestonesin Mount Vemon Camgey than the anes cited
that could be attributed to both sonecutters

James Wilder (1741-1794), the son of "gentleman” James Wilder (d. 1790), aMgjor in the French
ad Indianwars, resided in Lancegter, MA hisentire life. It ssams fairly catain James Wilder, the
on, sarved as aprivate in the Revolutionary War. Itisdear from James Wilder's (1741-1794)
postion as secrdary and charter mamber and of the Trinity Lodge of Free and Acoepted Masons
that he was an educated man and gonecutter by choice In 1773 father JamesWilder deeded his
9on the "homeplace” alarge farm on Chece Hill Road, which now lies partly in Lanceger ad

patly in Sterling.

The location of this "homeplace’ wes critical due to its"its proximity to arich vein of a
digtinctive date which James usudly employed for his gravestones' (Chaseand Gabd,
Gravestone Chronides |. p. 182). Thisquary yidded the dark daewith iron indusons o
emblemdic of Wilder's gravestones Unlike many gravestones, which are literally rugting away,
the Wilder donesare remarkably dable.

(continued)
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James Wilder's goen of grestest carving activity bracketed the years 1760 to 1791 dthough his
production was dreedy falling off in the 1780s Hishandsomdy executed gravesonesfall into
four tympanum styles: skull (Style I), ayoung smiling face with tightly wound curls (Style ), an
older, more dongated face with sraighter hair (Stylel11), and finally an aging, Sern face with a
sylized wig (Style 1V) (Gravestone Chronides |. p. 193). All threeidenfified Wilder gravestones
in Mt. Vernon Cametay ae located in the Beaman Cangery section. The gravestonesfor both
Zoath Johnson, d. 1765 (secfion K, dte plan #55) and Mr. Jonathan Beaman, d. 1771 (photo #9,
section K, dte plan #54), with their pleesant faces, crowned with fetching curls, are dear
examples of Wilder's Style|l. The Mrs. Dinah Beaman, d. 1774 (secfion K, site plan #50)
gravestone, with its older face, manifests the cheracteristics of Style 111.

The gravesone scholars, Theodore Chese and Laurd K. Gabd, remark "Paul Cobum gppeared
to have taken on the mantle of James Wilder" (Gravestone Chronidles |. p. 211). The younger
caver, Paul Colburn (1761-1825), lived in Sterling, MA from 1734 to 1808, the period of his
gregtest carving activity. Rdocating from his birthplace, Hollis, NH, in 1784, his Sterling house
on the Old Princeton Road wes still extant in 1997. Colburn moved badk to New Hampshire in
1808, settling in Hebron. Seven yearslater, in 1815, Colburn and his extended family embarked
on aremarkeble journey west, traveling by wagon. Colburn died in 1825 neer the presant Laomi

Township in Sangamon Courtty, Illinois.

The main body of Colburn's work isfocusad in the region west and north of Sterling with meny
fewer examples to the east and south. It isnot surprising thet West Boylston, lying just four miles
south of Serling, would have Colburn gravestones Like his brother-in-law, fellow carver John
Bdl (1759-1840), Colburn gpparently obtained the especidlyfine-graineddate for his
gravesonesfrom the well-known Fin Hill Quary in Harvard, MA. Hiswork, or gravesone
mofifs, fallsinto three mgor design groups the pre-1800 "face within an arch” and "face with
wings' followed by his later designs of um-and-willow (Gravestone Chronidles |. pp. 216-218).

All of the four gravestonesin Mount Vemon Candeay that have bean identified as carved by
Paul Cobumn date from before 1800; they have the amoath, highly polished ook, cheracteridic of
Colbum's work. Ephraim Beaman, d. 1790 (secfion K, dte plan #51), in Beaman Cametary, ad
Miss Elizabeth Goodde, d. 1799 (section H, dte plan #46) in Old Burying Ground are both
representative of Colburn's "face with wings' style. This style is usudly reserved for men; it
gopears Colburn mede an exception with Elizabeth Goodde The "face within an arch,” onthe
other hand, was mogt often usad for women as ssenin the two gravestonesin the Old Burying
Ground, Sdly M. White, d. 1798 (secfion H, Steplan #49) and Lydia Glazier, d. 1798 (section H.
dte plan #44).

(continued)
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There are dso many hendsome gravestones in Mount Vernon Cametery, which ae chalenging
due to therfinecarving, but their gravestone carvers are unidentified. In the Beamen Cameeay,
the higtorically significant Mgjor Ezra Beamen, E,, d. 1811 (section K, Ste plan #52) and Mr.
JHoez Beaman, d. 1757 (section K, ste plan #53) are both exceptiond examples of urm-and-
willow desgns In the Old Burying Ground section, there isagravestonetheat Laurd Gabd cdls
"unique” itisfor AnnaHolt, d. 1808 (section H, Ste plan #48) whose tympanum reveds an
intensve decorative patterning of willow branches and encircledfl owerpetds. Two other
gravestones Abigall B. Davis, d. 1807 (section K, Ste plan #41) and Abigail B. Davis d. 1810
(section K, dte plan #42) digplay asmplified versgon of the same peatterning. There are dso afew
smdl but engaging double dates of which the sone memoriaizing the Hagg children, Samud
L., d. 1828, and Leander, d. 1826 (section H, dte plan #43), with the unusud design of awillow
treeflankedby two encirdedflowers,is an example All of these interesting gravestones could
form the badsof further gravestone caver reseerch.

It iswiddy recognized that when the Beamen Camatlery wes saved from Wachusatt Reservoir
flooding and rdocated to Mount Vemon Cametary in 1904, the physicd evidence of the early
higory of West Boylston was presarved. Wha was not previoudy known isthat Beamen
Cemetay, aswel as Old Burying Ground, are of artistic significance as they contain fine
examplesof the regiond gravestone carvers, James Wilder and Paul Coburn.

Wes Boylgtonisjustifiably proud of its well-kept Mount Vemon Cemetery, located in the heart
of the town. With its Holbrook Chapd, outstanding monuments, and gravestone carving
craftsmanghip, it isapublic at reposgtory, accessbleto al. With itsrolling landscgpe, eech
period of cametery design, from the Colonid (the Beamen Cametery, Old Burid Ground) to the
Rurd (older sectionsof Mount Vernon) to the 20* Ceantury (newer sectionsof Mount Vernon)
blends harmonioudy into one ancther.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologicd resources destribed aoove have the potentid to provide detaled
information on the socid, cultura, and economic characteridtics representative of Wes
Boylston's population from the 18* through 20* centuries. The Mount Vemon Candery
indudes thousands of burids ranging from resdentswith smple badkgrounds and modest
achievemants to more noteworthy residents and war veterans. Community members beonging to
the town's entire socid, economic, and ethnic groups areinterred & the Mount Vemon Cemeary.
Additional historical ressarch together with archaeologica aurvey and testing can be used to

(continued)
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document the land use of the camglery prior to the founding of the town and itsfirst ue in ca
1790. Higdoric records, pog malds indicating fence lines, unmarked burids, and grave gones
may indicate evidence for the exigence of a neighborhood or family burid groimd that predates
the actud founding of the Old Burid Ground. Earlier dones that predate ca 1790 represant
rdocated graves and markers for individuas or groups of individuas who were originaly buried
in the Beaman Cameatery, now benegth the waters of Wechuset Resarvoir.

Archaeologica ressarch can hdp identify the gravesidentified above as well as later unmarked
graves reaulting from stolen, damaged, and overgrown sones. Eighteenth and 19¢ century
unmarked graves may d<o be present representing paupas and other unknown parsons
Archaeologicd reseerch can dso hdp test the accuracy of the exigting boundaries & the
cametery. These bounds may not accuratdy represent the actud cemetery boundaries Some
burids, possbly those of unknown persons paupers or other indigent persons, mey have
intentionally bean buried outsde the cemetery boundary.  Artifact digtributions may dso be
present assodated with funerary or memorid sarvices for specificindividuas & their time of
degth or individuds and groupings of individuds (possibly the entire buria ground) & later dates
This information can be highly significant by providing documentation of burial cusoms and
practices for gpecific racid and ethnic groups living in the Wes Boylston area,

Much of the above information can be obtained through unobtrusive archeeologicd ressarch.
Thet is, information can be obtained by mapping artifact concentrations and the locations of
features such as grave shafts and post maldswithout disturbing actud skeleld remains Remate
sndng techniques of investigation might aso prove useful. Socid, cultura, and economic
information relating to the 18 and 19* century West Boylgton settlement can be obtained in this
manner; however, more detailed dudies can be implemented through the actud excavation of
burids and their andyss Ogeologica sudies of individuas interred a the burid ground have
the potentid to offer awedth of information relating to the overdl physicd gppearance of the
town's inhabitants, their occupations, nutrition, pathologies, and cause of degth. This information
can be usd to determine the actud number of individuds interred in the cemetery and its
subdivisons. The sameinformation can &so provide important information relating to specific
sodid groupsin thetown. The overdl context of the graves including materid culture reamains
can provide information on burid practices, religious beliefs, economic gatus, family structure,
and numerous other topics reating to the individua, the overdl sattlement, and the religious
sodiety.

Historica and archaeologicd gudies a the Mount Vernon Camaery may contribute important
information relating to late 19 and early 20* century pattems of buria relocationin camngeaies
and buriad grounds. Documentary and archaeologicad dudies may identify to what extent the
ogedlogica and materid culture components of burids were rdocated.  Important information

(continued)
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may < exig that indicates the extent that burid relocation wes influenced by preservation, the
sodo/economic dassof the deceesad, and overdl training, methods, and techniques of the
excavaors, Rdocated burids might indude skdetd remains, only leaving coffin hardware,
clothing, and other materid cultureitems of the decessad. Rdocated burials might aso include
sngle individuas or multiple individuals as a result of poor excavation techniques in aress of
densdy grouped burids and the limited knowledge of the excavators The amourt of care,
control, and extent of the relocation buriad excavaions and reburid might dso have bemn
influenced by the sodo/economic dassof the deosessd. More care might have been taken to
excavate the remains of the origind settlers and founding fathers of the community then unknown
pauparsand indigents. Excavation of the rdocated remains of individuas buried in the Beamen
Caraay ad Potter's Fidd presentsarare opportunity to tet many of these hypatheses through
the comparative sudy of paupers, indigents, and unknown persons buries a Potter's Fidd and
ealy sattlers and founding fathers of West Boylston interred & the Beaman Cametery.

(end)
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benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Boundary Description

The boundary of the cametary is ddinegted on the accompanying Town of West Boylston
Assessr'sMaps 148, 149, 152, 153. Thisisthe boundary dating to 1975; the lagt yeer land wes
acquired for the cemetery.

Boundary Justification

The presant boundary of Mount Vemon Camelery hes bean established snce 1975 and contains
its entire 16.73-acre parcd with the higtoric aress and newer sections. The complete candary is
induded and amgp entitled "Site Alan Showing Sedtions Referred To On The Data Shedt”
accompeanies this submittal. The newer, southem sections, acquired in 1951, indudel, M, N, O,
and P. These begin a Laurd Avenue and extend through Reer Avenue and are generaly bounded
by Cypress Avenueto the west and Cedar Avenueto the eest. These mogt recently developed
sdtionsflow smoothly down the lagt rise from the Rurd Camgery areamaking a ssamless
transhion to the 20th century cametery. Over the decades the Trugtess of Mount Vemon
Caretay desgned each new section they devdoped to be sympethetic with the older, higtoric
portions of the cametery. The serene vidas, trees, plantings, large boulders and monumentation
incorporated in new aress drengthen their link to the historic arees

(end)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 1090)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Mt Vernon Cemetery
West Boylston (Worcester), MA
Section number photos Page 1

PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Generd view of Mount Vernon Cemetery with T. H. Prescott monument (1831-1891,
Section B, Lot #277) in middle ground. Looking eedt.

2. Generd view of Mount Vemon Cemetery. Looking northeast.

3. Genegrd view of Beaman Cemetery (1757) moved to Mount Vemon Cemetery in 1904.
Looking southwest.

4. Holbrook Chapel (1891) and Chapd gonewalls (1891). Looking northeast.
5. Holbrook Chapel (1891), detail of entrance. Looking eadt.
6. Holbrook Chapd (1891), detail of upper walls and ribbed ceiling. Looking north.

7. Mount Vemon Cemetery sonewalls. Detail of junction of Chapel wall (1891) to the right
and WPA walls around Cemetery (1935) to the left. Looking northeast.

8 G. A.R. Civil War Memorial (1895, Section E, Lot #130/131). Looking south.

9. Gravestone of Mr. Jonathan Beaman (d. April 10, 1771, Beaman Cemetery). Gravestone
carver: James Wilder. Looking west.

10. William H. /Jennie V. Moore White monument (d. 1938/1912, Section C, Lot #309).
Looking southeest.
(end)



Mount Vernon Cemetery

West Boylston, MA

Number

10

Section/Lot

H,J

A G
NEAR B, H

K, 1

NEAR B, H

Historic Name
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
BEAMAN CEMETERY
OLD BURYING GROUND
TOWN CEMETERY
BURYING GROUND
POTTER'S FIELD

HOLBROOK CHAPEL

GARAGE/
MAINTENANCE BUILDING

CHAPEL STONE WALLS

EXTERIOR BOUNDARY STONE WALL
STONE WALL BETWEEN BEAMAN
CEMETERY AND BIGELOW TAVERN
FENCE BETWEEN FRONT AVE.
AND OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL
CHURCH

FLAG POLE

DATA SHEET
4/10/2008

Tvoe
LANDSCAPE

LANDSCAPE

LANDSCAPE

LANDSCAPE

CHAPEL

STORAGE BUILDING

WALL

WALL

WALL

FENCE

FLAG POLE

Page 1

Material

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

FIELDSTONE/GRANITE

CONCRETE BLOCK/
VINYL SIDING

RANDOM ASHLAR
GRANITE/
CAST CONCRETE CAP

FIELDSTONE/
CONCRETE

FIELDSTONE

GRANITE POSTS/
VINYL PICKETS

METAL/RANDOM
ASHLAR GRANITE
BASE

Resource

SITE

SITE

SITE

SITE

BUILDING

BUILDING

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

Fannin«Lehner
Preservation Consultants

Date

1852

1757
1904

ca. 1790

ca.1875

1891

1971

1891

1987

1935

ca. 1790

2002

1984

Status

c

c

NC

NC

NC



Mount Vernon Cemetery
West Boylston, MA

11 A-234 WALKER/HERMAN

CHARLES H. HERMAN
ELIZABETH HERMAN

12 A-239 ANDREW J. SCARLETT
CLARA B SCARLETT
CLARENCE B. SCARLETT
W. CLIFFORD SCARLETT

13 A-285 EZEKIEL TYSON
CAROLINE E TYSON
SAMUEL H. TYSON
MERCY A WILMER

14 B-227 THOMAS H. PRESCOTT
EUNICE S. PRESCOTT

15 B-228/230 CHARLES MORRIS HARRIS
EULA JEANNETTE HARRIS

16 C VETERANS MEMORIAL

17 C-105 LORENZ EBERN WHITCOMB

WILLIAM H. WHITE
JENNIE V. MOORE WHITE

18 C-307,309

19 C-310 LEON A. GOODALE
ELSIE M. PHELPS GOODALE

20 D-32 REV. JOSEPH W. CROSS

DATA SHEET
4/10/2008

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

OBELISK

MONUMENT

BOULDER

BOULDER

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

Page 2

WHITE BRONZE/
GRANITE

GRANITE

GRANITE

MARBLE/GRANITE

GRANITE

BOULDER/

BRONZE PLAQUE

CHIASOLITE

GRANITE

GRANITE

MARBLE/GRANITE

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

Fannin'Lehner
Preservation Consultants

1898

1888
1898

1935
1930
1902
1910

1922
1919
1940
1917

1884
1891

1892
1881

1966

2002

1933
1912

1941
1943

1906

NC

NC



Mount Vernon Cemetery
West Boylston, MA

21 E-48 GEORGE W. REED
EMMA M. NEWTON REED

REUBEN G. REED

CHARLES W. REED

22 E-121/122 MAJOR VICTOR E. EDWARDS

23 E-130/131 G.AR. CIVIL WAR
MEMORIAL

24 F-3 ABRAHAM T. HENNESSEY

25 F9 SAMUEL BULLARD
"HUSBAND"

26 F9 ABBIE NEFF BULLARD

"WIFE"
27 F9 WARREN
28 F9 E. LEIGHTON WARREN
RENO WARREN
29 G ELI W. HOLBROOK

ADALINE WORCESTER HOLBROOK

30 G SAMPSON WORCESTER
PHEBE WORCESTER

31 G-63 REV. WILLIAM NASH

32 G-66 J. EMERSON ANDERSON

DATA SHEET
4/10/2008

MONUMENT

BOULDER

STATUE/MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

(TWO LAMBS)

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

Page 3

MARBLE/
GRANITE

PHYLLITE

MARBLE/GRANITE

GRANITE

MARBLE

MARBLE

GRANITE

MARBLE/GRANITE

GRANITE

MARBLE/

GRANITE

GRANITE

GRANITE

Fannin'Lehner

Preservation Consultants

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

1915 Cc
1916
1884
1918
1931 C
1895 Cc
1922 C
1916 C
1876 C

19TH CENT. C

1895 Cc
1900
1888 Cc
1887
1824 C
1837
1829 Cc
1896 Cc



Mount Vernon Cemetery
West Boylston, MA

33 H AARON TILTON
POLLY D. TILTON (WIFE #1)
HARRIET F. TILTON (WIFE #2)
PHEBE WORCESTER TILTON

(WIFE #3)
34 J LIEUT ALBERT M. MURDOCK
35  K-BEAMAN BETSEY BEAMAN NEWTON

ANNA NEWTON FORBUSH
WILLIAM EAMES
MARY R EAMES

36 K-BEAMAN MAJOR JOSEPH A. REED
MARY B. REED
TAMER REED

37 K-BEAMAN BEAMAN

38 D-166 WALKER - INFANT CHILDREN

CLARENCE, MARY, LOLETA

39 G-99/100 1ST LIEUT. SIMON SURABIAN

40 H CAPT. JOSEPH BIGELOW

41 H ABIGAIL B. DAVIS

42 H ABIGAIL B. DAVIS

43 H SAMUEL L. FLAGG

LEANDER FLAGG

DATA SHEET
4/10/2008

OBELISK

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

MONUMENT

GRAVESTONE
(TRIPARTITE)

FLAT MARKER
GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE
(TREE)

GRAVESTONE
(DECORATIVE PATTERN)

GRAVESTONE

Page 4

SLATE

MARBLE/GRANITE

MARBLE

MARBLE/

GRANITE

MARBLE

MARBLE

GRANITE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

DOUBLE SLATE

Fannin*Lehner

Preservation Consultants

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

1876 Cc
1830
1850
1887

1865 C
1892 C
1922
1873
1898
1867 C
1822
1846

19TH CENT C

19TH CENT. C

1945 C
1800 C
1807 C
1810 C
1828 Cc
1826



Mount Vernon Cemetery
West Boylston, MA

44 H LYDIA GLAZIER
CARVER: PAUL COLBURN

45 H MR. AARON GOODALE

46 H MISS ELIZABETH GOODALE
CARVER: PAUL COLBURN

47 H MRS. SARAH GOODALE

48 H ANNA HOLT

49 H SALLY M. WHITE

CARVER: PAUL COLBURN
50 K-BEAMAN MRS. DINAH BEAMAN
CARVER: JAMES WILDER
51 K -BEAMAN EPHRAIM BEAMAN
CARVER: PAUL COLBURN

52 K-BEAMAN

53 K-BEAMAN MR. JABEZ BEAMAN

54 K-BEAMAN MR. JONATHAN BEAMAN
CARVER: JAMES WILDER
55 K-BEAMAN ZOATH JOHNSON

CARVER: JAMES WILDER

MAJOR EZRA BEAMAN, ESQ.

DATA SHEET
4/10/2008

GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE
GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE
GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE

GRAVESTONE

Page 5

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

SLATE

Fannin*Lehner

Preservation Consultants

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

OBJECT

1798 C
1817 C
1799 C
1810 C
1808 C
1798 C
1774 C
1790 C
1811 C
1757 C
1771 C
1765 C



Mount Vemon Cemetery
West Boylston (Worcester Co.), MA

DATA SHEET

TOTAL RESOURCES: 50 Contributing, 5 Non-Contributing

1 Contributing Building 1 Non-Contributing Building

3 Contributing Sites

3 Contributing Structures 2 Non-Contributing Stmctures
43 Contributing Objects 2 Non-Contributing Objects

KEY

C: Contributing Resources
NC: Non-Contributing Resources

Note: With an edimated 2700+ gravestones, markers and monuments in Mount Vemon Cemetery, it is impossible to identity
all resources. Thereforethe Data Sheet only provides a representative sample of the resourcesto be found in the Cemetery.

Page 6 of 6
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KEVIN M. MCCORMICK, CHAIRMAN PHONE: (508) 835-3490

ALLEN R. PHILLIPS, VICE CHAIRMAN FAX: (508) 835-4102
VALMORE H. PRUNEAU, CLERK EMAIL: SELECTBOARD@WESTBOYLSTONMA GOV

JOHN B. DIPIETRO, SR, SELECTMAN WWWWESTBOY LSTON-MA GOV/SH ECTMEN
CHRISTOPHER A. RUCHO, SELECTMAN

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TOWN OF WEST BOYLSTON

120 PRESCOTT STREET
WEST BOYLSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01583

November 23, 2007

Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

| am writing on behalf of the West Boylston Board of Selectmen in regards to the
nomination of the National Register designation for the Mount Vernon Cemetery.

The Town of West Boylston discussed this item at the time that funds were being sought
forthe addition of the Mount Vernon Chapel to the National Register. The Board of Selectmen
had supported placing this item on the Town Meeting Warrant and supported this item at the
Town Meeting. At Town Meeting, this request passed with a large majority. Subsequently, the
West Boylston Board of Selectmen met on November 17, 2007 to discuss your request for a
letter for your file. This letter is being written upon unanimous vote of the Board of Selectmen.

If you have any further questions on this matter, you may contact me or our Town
Administrator. Leon A. Gaumond Jr., at 508-835-3490.

With regards,

BOARD OF SELECTMEN-

KEVIN MCCORMICK
Chairman



RECEIVED 2280

AR 16 A8

The Commonwedlth of M assachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 11,2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

Nationa Regiger of Historic Faces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Deaxr Mr. Loether:
Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:

Mt. Vemon Cemetery, West Boylston (Worcester), MA
The nomination hes been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.
Ore letter of support hes been received.
We reguest expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg /1
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

Endosure

(004 Kevin McCormick, Char, Board of Sdectimen
Bevaly Goodde, Wes Boylgon Hisoricd Commisson
Famin - Lehne, Conaultents
Parida Hdpin, Wes Boylston Ranning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state.ma. us/sec/mhc



