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Town North Andover 00^ 

Address Turnpike Street 

Historic Kame Sar.uel Frye (Frie) House 

Use: Present ^^^^^^"^^ 

Original ^^^^^^"^^ 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1711-1719 

typescript history by Charles Tucker: 
Source visual analvsis 

Style Transitional F i r s t Period 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard 

OutbuildiHQS 20th c. rarase 

Kajor Alterations (with dates) 
early lytn c : central cnimney 

^ate Isth c -
iimney 5-̂ ^̂ ; remover 

and replaced bv tv i n stacks: east attached 
shed converted to sun room after 19-3. 
Condition Good 

Moved No Date 

Acreage oart cf IC.75 acre oarcel 

Setting Surrounded bv trees and open land. 

set at anple to state highway cn a sl i g h t 

r i s e , developing industry oDPOsite 

UTM REFERENCE _ 

uses QUADRA};GLE 

Z E N 

19 / 327-560 / 472^-660 

South Groveland (now Lawrence) 

1:25,000 

Recorded by Nora Pat Small 

Organizati cn 

Date August 1935 

Boston University 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CGhMISSION 
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Caranunity: 
NORTH ANDOVER 

Form No: 
69 

Property Name: Samuel Frye 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory form v*iich is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Samuel Frye House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, and 
l o c a t i o n i n i t s s u r v i v i n g t r a n s i t i o n a l F i r s t Period frame and f l o o r plan, 
making i t e l i g i b l e under c r i t e r i o n C. I t provides another example of 
t r a n s i t i o n a l F i r s t Period frame embellishment, w h i l e the 18th century 
added lean-to represents a t y p i c a l a d d i t i o n p a t t e r n i n e a r l y 
Massachusetts houses. The r e t e n t i o n of a F i r s t Period f l o o r plan despite 
Federal remodeling, which replaced one c e n t r a l chimney stack w i t h paired 
ones, represents a very l a t e conservative s u r v i v a l of F i r s t Period 
planning concepts i n a b u i l d i n g s u p e r f i c i a l l y a l t e r e d t o conform t o l a t e r 
standards. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Samuel Frye House i s a f i v e - b a y , 2 1/2 s t o r y clapboarded s t r u c t u r e , 
one room deep w i t h added rear lean-to and a 1 1/2 s t o r y 19th century e l l 
p r o j e c t i n g from the rear east corner. The c e n t r a l chimney stack has been 
removed and replaced w i t h low, b a r e l y v i s i b l e t w i n stacks of the Federal 
Period, but the house r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l F i r s t Period two room plan 

- i n s i d e . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Despite i t s Federal remodeling, the house s t i l l d i s p l a y s much of i t s 
t r a n s i t i o n a l F i r s t Period frame on the second f l o o r , c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 
q u i r k beading and beveled chamfers, and r e t a i n s i t s two-room, lobby 
entrance, c e n t r a l chimney plan, w i t h the o r i g i n a l chimney space occupied 
by a larg e c l o s e t or small room. This i s an unusual s u r v i v a l , as most 
F i r s t Period chimneys were removed i n order to create a center s t a i r h a l l , 
d e s t r o y i n g the o r i g i n a l p lan. 

The f i r s t f l o o r southeast room has an exposed l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam 
w i t h quirked beading. The r e s t of the frame i s covered w i t h p l a i n 
boxes. The frame of the f i r s t f l o o r southwest room i s completely boxed. 
The east f i r s t f l o o r room i n the lean-to has exposed c e i l i n g beams, some 
u n f i n i s h e d and some f i n i s h e d w i t h very rough beveled chamfers, i n d i c a t i n g 
t h a t the lean-to may have been added f a i r l y soon a f t e r the o r i g i n a l 
b u i l d i n g . 

The southeast chamber has an exposed transverse summer beam w i t h beveled 
chamfer and taper stops. The rear p l a t e i s quirk-beaded ( v i s i b l e i n the 
c l o s e t ) ; a l l other framing members are boxed. The southwest chamber has 
a transverse summer beam w i t h q u i r k beading. The f r o n t and back plates 
are quirk-beaded. The east w a l l has two sections of square f i e l d panels 
w i t h e a r l y deep f e a t h e r edges which perhaps once flanked the o r i g i n a l 
f i r e p l a c e . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin 
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The lean-to shows evidence of having been framed separately. The second 
f l o o r h a l l has a f l a r e d i n t e r i o r post w i t h beveled chamfer and taper 
stop; no s i m i l a r posts are v i s i b l e to the rear of the center room (the 
o r i g i n a l chimney p o s t s ) . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Samuel Frye deeded a house, barn, and land to h i s son, Ensign Samuel 
F r i e , J r . , i n 1719, s h o r t l y before h i s marriage i n t h a t year. Local 
t r a d i t i o n claiming t h a t a previous house burned i n 1711 f i x e s a date f o r 
the present s t r u c t u r e between 1711 and 1719. The Fryes were an im.portant 
l o c a l f a m i l y ; the area near the house was known as ~Frye's V i l l a g e ' a f t e r 
the saw and g r i s t m i l l complex b u i l t there by Samuel Frye Sr. i n 1718. 
Samuel J r . b u i l t up an extensive farm, i n c l u d i n g land, sheep, c a t t l e , and 
a cider m i l l , by h i s death i n 1761. One of his sons, Peter, became 
Registrar of Deeds and Probate i n Salem, and was forced t o f l e e t o 
B r i t a i n during the Revolution due to h i s Tory sympathies. The house 
remained i n the Frye f a m i l y u n t i l 1880. 

' REFERENCES 

P a r t i a l t i t l e search by S.J. Roper & John McHugh, 1976. 
Typescript h i s t o r y of the house by Charles Tucker, i n possession of 

Helen K e l l n e r , present owner. 
B a i l y , Sarah Loring. H i s t o r i c a l Sketches of Andover.Boston; Houghton 

M i f f l i n & Co, 1880. 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Samuel Frye House i s s i t u a t e d near the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Turnpike Road 
and Chestnut S t r e e t , an i n t e r s e c t i o n t h a t i s r e f l e c t i v e of ea r l y roads. 
The l i n e of convenience i s tjhe property boundary along the two s t r e e t s 
and includes an area of less than one acre i n c l u d i n g the house and one 
garage. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin 
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